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Happy  Holidays 
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Serving  you  in  two  locations: 


2358  Market  St 

(@  CASTRO) 

415.863.7144 


1530  Union  St 
( @  van  ness) 
415.771.5800 


We  gucvtantee  yawi  wide* 
to  &e  done  %  Qftwhtmcu>! 


cfiaxqe  may.  apply 


OFF 

YOUR 
NEXT 
FRAME 

NOT  VALID  WITH  ANY  OTHER  COUPON. 

DISCOUNT,  OR  PROMOTION 
NOT  VALID  WITH  THE  POSTER  PACKAGE 
OFFER  EXPIRES  12/31/05 


*• 
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ler^wtfow,  Freedom  from  Doubt, 

Alive  to  experience  as  much  LOVE  as  possible. 

HOW? 

Share  from  the  heart,  because  the  heart  is  what  you  feel. 

And  share  often,  because  nothing  happens  when  you  don't. 

Have  Integrity — what  yourself  and  others  can  depend  on. 

Remember  that  Honesty  is  your  bridge  to  share  all  of  the  knowledge. 

Your  world  is  in  process  of  recovering. 

To  experience  as  much  love  as  you  possibly  can,  that's  why  you’re  alive. 


Save  this  message  and  those  to 
follow — it  Is  the  treasure  map  to 
your  dream  come  true. 

I  of  6 


A  dedication  to  Michael 


^Joseph  William  (mada 
For  personal  or  group 
engagements  please  call: 
(4 IS)  299-2660 


GET  10%  OFF  YOUR  PURCHASE 
OF  $150  OR  MORE. 


Bring  this  ad  to  The  North  Face  Outlet  during  the 
End  of  the  Year  Sale  and  get  an  additional  discount  off 
already  reduced  prices.  Everything  in  the  store  is  on  sale 
from  December  15.  2005  to  January  2.  2006 


The  North  Face  Outlet 
1238  Fifth  Street,  Berkeley,  CA 
(510)  526-3530 


NEVER  STOP  EXPLORING' 

vrw*.ihenorthl0c«.com 


OUR  OUTLETS  CARRY  DISCONTINUED  ITEMS  AND  SECONDS.  Seconds  are  items 
with  minor  flaws  that  do  not  affect  performance.  The  North  Face  products  in  our 
outlets  do  not  carry  The  North  Face  lifetime  warranty.  Quantities  are  limited  to  stock 
on  hand;  shop  early  for  best  selection.  Not  all  items  are  available  In  all  outlets.* 
Offer  expires  1/2/06. 


The  North  Face  (  2013  Farallon  Drive 
San  Leandro,  CA  94577  I  800.447.2333 
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Share  the  warmth. 


athletica 


Silverescent™  with  pure  silver  fibres.  No  stink,  no  static.  Wicks 
moisture,  dries  fast,  increases  performances  and  makes  you  feel  good. 


lululemon 


© 


athletica 


yoga  inspired  athletic  apparel 

1981  Union  St.  (at  Buchanan) 
415-776-LULU 


www.lululemon.com 


xwvw. sfgentledentalcare.com 
2250  Union  St.  Suite  2 
Between  Fillmore  &  Steiner 


Dr.  Fa  rah  Sefidvash 


Introducing 

Gentle  Dental  Care 

for  the 

21st  Century 
Preventive,  Cosmetic, 
Emergencies,  Implants 


FREE  TEETH  CLEANING* 


INVIS  ALIGN 

Free  whitening  with  any  lnvisalign  treatment 
(Tray  Method  $400  value) 


1  HOUR  TEETH  WHITENING 

$299“ 

(in  office,  using  Light  Activated  Method;  $500  value) 


(415)  922-2990 

•New  patients  only  with  exam  and 
bitewing  x-rays  for  $39.  ($200  Value) 
This  offer  may  exclude  the  free 
teeth  cleaning  in  cases  of  gum  dis¬ 
ease  that  require  further  treatment. 

Offer  expires  12/26/05 

‘There  Is  a  fee  for  transfer  of  x-rays 
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EXTRA!  EXTRA! 


SCANDAL 


Police  Chief  and  Mayor 
caught  doing  naked  yoga 
after  hours  in  city  hall. 

Owner  of  Funky  Door  Yoga 
arrested. 

Supervisors  in  a  tizzy... 
Students  riot! 


PUNA3  DOOft  MOgA 


Haight/Ashbury 

Midtown 

(The  Original) 

Downtown 

Berkeley 

415.668.2227 
1749  Waller 
©Stanyan 

415.673.8659 
1334  Polk 
@  Pine 

415.957.1088 
186  Second  St. 

between  Mission  $  Howaid 

510.204.%42 
2567  Shattuck 
@  Blake 

NEW  OFF  STREET  PARKING 

www.funkydooryoga.cotM 

“...GREAT  FOOD  AT  PRICES  THAT  WON’T  CLEAN  YOU  OUT” 

-  Rachel  Ray,  Food  Network 

“...LIVEN  UP  THE  DRUDGERY  OF  WASH  DAY” 

-  Lonely  Planet 

“...IT  DOESN’T  FEEL  LIKE  DOING  LAUNDRY. 
MORE  LIKE  A  NIGHT  OUT...” 

-  SF  Chronicle 


“WORLD’S  MOST  UNUSUAL 
INTERNET  CAFE” 

-  Yahoo 

“...A  DIFFERENT  KIND 
OF  WASHHOUSE” 

-  Smithsonian 

“BEST  LAUNDROMAT” 

-  Evening  Magazine 

-  SF  Weekly 

“BEST  CYBERCAFE”  ^ 

-  SF  Weekly  S; 


“BEST  NON-BAR 
NIGHT  SPOT” 

-  San  Francisco 
Magazine 

“...GREAT  BABES!” 

-  Bob 


■  A~Air  £  ♦  LAUISORC 

VVA&H 


NOW  PLAYING 

FREE  WIRELESS  •  LIVE  ENTERTAINMENT  NIGHTLY 
GREAT  FOOD  •  BEER  &  WINE  •  ALL  AGES/NO  COVER 

(415)861- FOOD  (415)  431- WASH 

1 1  22  Folsom  Street  www.brainwash.com 


in  this 
issue 


I  went  to  church  on  Sunday,  which 
is  a  little  odd,  but  it  was  the  Uni¬ 
tarian  Church,  which  is  so  open 
and  accepting  that  it  even  has  a 
pagan  section  on  its  bulletin  board.  I 
was  there  to  give  a  political  talk. 
Henry  Kroll,  who  has  been  on  the 
side  of  the  angels  in  so  many  battles 
over  the  years,  invited  me  to  address 
the  Sunday-morning  forum  pro¬ 
gram  at  the  church,  and  I  showed  up 
planning  to  talk  about  the  meaning 
of  the  Nov.  8  election. 

But  since  I’ve  been  thinking  about 
the  state  of  progressive  politics  in 
San  Francisco  a  lot,  I  veered  off  into 
my  new  favorite  rap.  Mayor  Gavin 
Newsom,  I  told  the  friendly,  welcom¬ 
ing  crowd,  thinks  San  Francisco 
needs  good  government  —  that 
smart,  honest,  competent  people 
should  run  city  agencies  in  a  busi¬ 
nesslike  fashion.  But  he  doesn’t  think 
we  should  fundamentally  change 
what  local  government  does. 

I  think  we  have  no  choice.  The 
federal  and  state  governments  have 
given  up  on  cities,  on  social  services, 
on  protecting  the  vulnerable.  We’re 
finally  on  our  own;  San  Francisco 
has  to  figure  out  a  way  to  regulate 
and  manage  the  economy,  tax  the 
rich  to  feed  the  poor,  provide  ade¬ 
quate  housing  and  transportation  . . . 
without  blaming  Washington  or 
Sacramento,  which  is  a  waste  of  time 
since  it  won’t  change  anything. 

One  of  the  folks  in  the  audience 
cornered  me  afterward  and  said  he 
appreciated  my  vision  —  but  he 
wondered  if  a  single  city  really  could 
enact  its  own  progressive  tax  and 
economic  polices  in  an  age  of  global¬ 
ized  economics.  It’s  a  good  question. 
The  answer  is  yes. 

We  can,  for  example,  change  the 
condo-conversion  laws  to  require  a 
huge  fee  —  say,  $100,000  —  for  any 
conversion  that  results  from  an  Ellis 
Act  eviction.  Or  we  can  bar  those 
conversions  altogether.  We  can  tax 
big  business  at  a  much  higher  rate 
than  small  business.  We  can  munici¬ 
palize  the  electric  system  —  and 
cable  TV,  and  Internet  service,  and 
phones.  We  can  tax  high-end  real  es¬ 
tate  transfers.  We  can  do  all  kinds  of 
things  —  if  the  city’s  leaders  have  the 
vision  to  do  it  and  the  will  to  fight 
for  it. 

And  here’s  a  telling  example  of  San 
Francisco  as  a  city  of  its  own:  The 
state  of  California  killed  Tookie 
Williams  Tuesday  morning.  The  San 
Francisco  district  attorney  doesn’t  do 
death  penalty  cases. 

Tim  Redmond 
tredmond@sfbg.com 
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AN  E  U 

V  H  I)  I  t  S  S  I  0  N  fl  I  SKIN 
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SAN  FRANCISCO’S  PREMIERE  MEDSPA 


LASER 

HAIR 

REMOVAL 


*  CALL  for  Details 


INTENSE 
PULSED  LIGHT 

FOTOFACIAL  TREATMENTS 

□  Sun  Damage 

□  Rosacea 

□  Broken  Capillaries 
0  Large  Pores 

□  Fine  Lines 
0  Wrinkles 


parses 


Performed  by  Board  Certified  Dermatologist, 
SANFORD  SCHNOLL,  M.D.,  the  physician  that  performs 
the  most  treatments  in  the  Bay  Area.  His  technique 
and  experience  in  cosmetic  dermatology  makes  Aneu 
the  clinic  where  other  physicians  come  to  learn. 


BOTOX  SPECIAL  -  $299 


RESTYLANE  TREATMENTS 


MICRODERMABRASION 
&  FACIALS 


Call  for  your  FREE  consultation, 
41  5-440-ANEU  (2638) 


A  \J  C  I  I  2326  Fillmore  Street  (at  Clay) 
/  \  1  >1  L  San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 5 
www.aneuskin.com 


I1  II  I)  I  1  S  S  I  U  It  II  l  SKIN 
II  N  U  111  S  III  t  l  N  !  Ml 
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PhotoFacialSM  Elite  $350 


Sun-damaged  Skin  * 
Rosacea  •  Flushing 


Uneven  Pigmentation 
1  Fine  Lines  ♦  Skin  Texture 


Dr.  Bitter  is  World-Renowned  as  innovator  of  IPL 
PhotoRejuvenation  treatment  PhotoFacialSM  Elite, 
the  Gold  Standard  in  IPL  skin  rejuvenation. 


Laser  Hair  Removal 


Have  one  of 
these  treatments: 

Arms,  Back,  Chest 
Face,  Legs, 
Shoulders, 
Brazilian  Bikini 

’Call  tor  details 


Recieve  one  of 

these.  ..FREE!' 

Lip,  Chin,  Brow, 
Neck  (front  or  back) 
Sideburns, 

Bikini  (small). 
Underarms 


•  Permanent  Make-Up 

•  Microdermabrasion 

•  Chemical  Peel 

# 

•  Custom  Clinical  Facials 

•  Restylane® 


•  BOTOX®  Cosmetic 

•  Acne  Treatments 

•  Leg/Spider  Vein 
Treatments 

•  Obagi® 


Benefit  from  37  years  of  dermatology  that-Dr.  Bitter  provides 
and  the  attention  to  detail  of  plastic  surgeon,  Dr.  Mosser. 


Consultations  are  Free...  Results  Priceless 


EPI  C  E  !££§£  4,5.362.4754 

PATRICK  H.  BITTER  SR-.'MD  450  Sutter  St.  #1336 
SCOTT  W.  MOSSER,  MD  San  Francisco 


www.skinreiuv.com 
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FITNESS 


Club  One  is  looking 
for  the  following 

Customer 
Service  Oriented 
Team  Players: 

•  Membership  Sales 
Representatives 

•  Personal  Trainers 

•  Pilates  Instructors 

Club  One's  Benefits  Include: 

complimentary  club 
membership,  paid  vacation, 
health  insurance,  employee 
discounts,  401(k)  and 
advancement  opportunities. 

Please  e-mail  your  resume 
to  Careers@ClubOne.com 
as  in-line  text. 

No  attachments  please! 


Quality  Full 
Color  Postcards 
Rocket  Fast! 


Visit  us  online  at: 
www.rocketpostcards.com 


Where  ONE  is  More! 

1 -800-Club  One 

www.  ClubOne.  com 


•  Postcards  start  at  500  for  $95 

•  Turnaround  in  3  business  days 

•  Order  online...get  it  on  time! 

•  Convenient  local  pick  up 


POSTCARDS 


1.866. SPROCKET 
1.866  837.6253 


M82fcdJ$teep$an  Francisco.  I\illa  (all  94133 

Monday  Saturday  llani  7pm  i  Sunday  liam  Opm 
fwvw.Doubleponrhxom  Jele:  ^^.399.9785 
***£}  *\VUh  D j  Sandman  (Sjiin  Ironix]  Spirtin'  the  Y^y  &rea  Hjrph»$  ness 


'Special  guest  appearance  by  the  ladies  of 
UrbanEmpires.com 


lANMILBUS 

~  ;  A  [he  [oner  ^waited  ^ol°  Exhibition  from 

. l ij/if  mu 

^t^TdtF/llecember  3rd,  2005  6pm-9pm 

J  rom  peceinber  3rd. POOS  [hrouph  January  IS.  ?006 


/Fcoi&uitia  0?cUx 

700  Sutter 

San  Francisco,  CA.  94109 
415.441.5319 

www.australiafair.net 


Step  into  a 

Legend 


1  tibl  ADV1 1  3HUALL 


Boards  •  Fins 
Wetsuits  •  Clothes 
Checkered  Vans 
and  way  more 

4S00  Irtiing  St  C8  46th) 
41S.S64.6300 


cultivate  yourself... 

and  grow  with  us! 


•  Unique  House  Plants 

•  Orchids 

•  Grow  Lights 

•  Hydroponics 

•  Natural  Pest  Control 

•  Organic  Supplies 

2279  MARKET  @  1 6TH.  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  4 1 5.626  5082 
MON-SAT  1 0:30-6:30, SUN  II rOO-SOO 

PIE  WAREHOUSE  I  DORMAN  @  BARNEVELD  SAN  FRANCISCO  »  415,970.2465 
MON-FRI  I0:-5:00.SAT  10:00-4:00 

plantitearth.com 

OFFERING  OUTSTANDING  QUALITY  PRODUCTS  AND  SERVICE  SINCE  1993 


we  re 
open 


i 


1^  children's  clothing 

lv I  O  sizes  newborn  -  7 


4933  Junipero  Serra  Blvd.,  Colma,  CA  94014 
650.997.0284 

our  grand  opening  celebration 
is  on  december  17,  2005 


well  have  coloring  books, 
free  stickers  & 
a  great  play  area 
for  the  children 


love,  carter's 


$ 


10 


with  a  purchase  of  $50  or  more  at  this  location  only 

Coupon  must  be  presented  at  time  of  purchase.  Redeemable  only  at  Carter's  Stores.  One  coupon  per  household  per  event.  Cannot  be 
combined,  copied,  transferred,  or  sold.  Not  valid  on  gift  cards  or  previously  purchased  merchandise.  Not  redeemable  ‘cr  casn.  Any  othe' 
use  of  coupon  prohibited-  Consumer  pays  sales  tax.  Carter’s  team  members  not  eligible.  Valid  until  January  31. 2006.  Q.scounr  •  Promo 
Coupon  •  Promo  Coupon  Sub  •  P-romo  Coupon  Sub  S 


The  Key  to  the  Future 


Paid  Advertisement 


I  t  is  with  sadness  that  We  watch  the 
continuing  efforts  of  men  to  solve  their 
problems  with  the  methods  of  the  past. 
These  problems  are  many  and  relate  to  the 
future  as  much  as  to  the  present.  In  the  main, 
they  are  relics  of  the  past  and  represent  a 
heavy  burden  for  the  burgeoning  societies  of 
today.  Lost  in  their  fierce  battle  for  markets, 
governments  everywhere  try  all  the  standard 
ways  to  achieve  security  and  strength, 
development  and  innovation,  and  stability  in  the 
midst  of  change.  It  is  an  impossible  task. 

There  is  but  one  answer  to  all  their  troubles, 
one  solution  to  all  their  problems,  yet  none,  so 
far,  has  ventured  to  whisper  the  word  which,  at 
a  stroke,  would  free  them  and  the  world. 
Which,  at  one  stroke,  would  launch  this  world 
into  the  new  era  of  Righteousness  and  Truth. 
Let  the  word  resound,  let  the  word  demonstrate 
the  new  civilization,  the  new  society.  Let  the 
word  be  heard  everywhere;  let  man  respond. 


The  word  is  the  sound  of  righteousness,  it  is 
the  sound  of  truth.  The  word  brings  all  men 
together,  and  builds  the  Brotherhood  of  men. 
The  word  sits  lightly  on  the  heart,  bringing 
happiness  -to  all.  The  word  is  wise  and 
generous,  filled  with  love.  The  word  is  sharing, 
the  key  to  the  future. 

Sharing  is  the  answer  to  all  men’s  problems. 
Sharing  is  another  word  for  divinity.  Sharing 
initiates  the  highest  that  is  possible  for  man  for 
it  opens  the  door  to  trust.  Sharing  will  take  men 
to  the  feet  of  God. 


SHARE  INTERNATIONAL 

♦  www.share-international.org/peace  ♦ 

For  a  free  sample  copy  of  Share  International  magazine,  call  1.888.877.8272. 


When  men  learn  to  share  they  will  know  the 
meaning  of  life.  When  men  share  they  will  feel 
exalted  and  love  what  they  do.  Sharing  will 
make  men  whole.  Sharing  will  make  man  One. 

There  is  no  end  to  the  concept  of  sharing.  It 
will  prove  the  salvation  of  men. 

When  men  see  Maitreya  they  will  hear 
these  words  of  Truth.  They  will  listen  to  His 
pronouncements  with  wide-open  hearts,  and, 
responding,  will  call  for  the  end  of  tyranny  and 
injustice.  They  will  gather  around  Him  and  He 
will  be  their  spokesman.  Soon,  men  will  see  His 
face.  Soon,  He  will  present  His  ideas  to  the 
world  and  usher  out  the  old  age. 

He  is  near  men  now.  He  cannot  be  denied. 
His  love  now  saturates  the  planes  and  brings 
change  to  the  fore. 

Consider  this:  without  Maitreya’s  help  man 
is  doomed.  We  earnestly  await  the  response 
from  men.  • 

This  article,  published  in  Share  International 
magazine,  was  written  by  a  Master  of  Wisdom.  The 
Masters,  headed  by  Maitreya,  the  World  Teacher, 
are  highly  advanced  teachers  and  advisors  of 
humanity  who  are  planning  to  work  openly  in  the 
world  very  soon. 
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letters  to  the  editor 


The  kindest  cut 

1  think  Bevan  Dufty  seriously  mis¬ 
judges  the  city’s  dog  owners,  and  I 
wonder  how  many  of  them  he  even 
spoke  to  regarding  an  all-breed  steril¬ 
ization  ordinance  [“A  Quick  Fix?” 
11/30/05].  Did  he  actively  seek  their 
input,  or  did  he  just  jump  the  gun  and 
assume  that  we’d  all  be  in  favor  of  pit¬ 
bull  sterilization,  but  against  steriliza¬ 
tion  of  pets  in  general? 

I  own  three  dogs,  all  sterilized.  All 
dogs  have  the  ability  to  do  harm.  My 
Jack  Russell  may  not  cause  as  much 
damage  as  a  pit  bull,  but  he  certainly  has 
the  capacity  to  cause  some  damage,  if  he 
had  a  mind  to  do  so.  Because  intact 
males  are  more  aggressive,  and  because 
a  small  dog’s  teeth  are  also  painful  when 
locked  on  your  ankle,  the  city  should  re¬ 
quire  all  pet  owners  to  act  responsibly 
and  sterilize  their  pets.  This  goes  for 
cats  too. 

This  doesn’t  even  begin  to  take  into 
account  the  damage  done  when  non- 
sterilized  dogs  escape  their  pet  owners, 
as  lost-and-found  ads  show  is  not  un¬ 
common.  Animals  will  do  what  ani¬ 
mals  do,  and  the  sad  result  is  a  shelter 
stuffed  full  of  unwanted  animals  who 
did  nothing  wrong  but  be  born  to  the 
pets  of  irresponsible  humans. 

And  then  we  can  move  onto  more 
important  matters:  sterilization  of  par¬ 
ents  who  let  their  kids  scream  in  restau¬ 
rants  (just  kidding). 

Jamie  Cantwell 
San  Francisco 

Redemption  and  justice 

Thank  you  for  the  twin  articles  “Re¬ 
demption  Songs”  [  1 1/30/05].  As  1  was 
mentioned  in  one  of  the  stories,  I  think 
it  is  appropriate  that  I  point  out  some  of 


the  broader  issues.  The  United  States 
incarcerates  more  people  than  any 
country  on  the  planet.  We  have  a  bloat¬ 
ed  prison-industrial  complex  that  shows 
no  signs  of  slowing  its  growth.  The  vast 
majority  of  those  arrested  are  re¬ 
leased.  We,  as  a  society,  must  ask  our¬ 
selves  the  questions,  “What  rehabilitative 
opportunities  have  these  prisoners  had 
while  incarcerated?”  and  “What  oppor¬ 
tunities  will  these  formerly  incarcerat¬ 
ed  people  have  in  society?”  Sadly,  as  it 
stands  now,  prisons  breed  anger,  ha¬ 
tred,  and  violence  while  providing  very 
little  opportunity  for  self-improvement 
To  make  matters  worse,  there  is  dis¬ 
crimination  in  all  aspects  of  our  socie¬ 
ty  for  a  person  attempting  to  rebuild 
his/her  life.  Discrimination  in  housing, 
employment,  student  aid,  and  wel¬ 
fare  creates  ongoing  punishment  and 
barriers  to  resuming  life  as  a  productive 
member  of  society.  In  the  name  of  pub¬ 
lic  safety,  we  must  change  for  the  better 
the  way  we  treat  the  millions  of  men 
and  women  who  will  encounter  the 
criminal  “justice”  system. 

William  Buehlman 
San  Francisco 

There’s  no  hope 

The  point  of  capital  punishment,  if 
there  is  one,  is  to  deter  violent  crime. 
The  execution  of  Stanley  “Tookie” 
Williams  would  be  the  opposite  of  de¬ 
terrence.  Former  gang  leader  Williams 
has  deterred  violence  in  the  lives  of  over 
150,000  youth,  as  documented  by  law 
enforcement  officials. 

If  we  execute  Williams,  we  would  be 
telling  troubled  youth  that  in  our  eyes, 
they’re  bad  for  life.  There’s  no  point  in 
changing;  there’s  no  hope.  They  will 
resort  to  the  violence  that  Williams  has 


passionately  and  effectively  sought  to 
discourage. 

The  State  Senate  has  appointed  a 
commission  to  investigate  the  recently 
reported  wrongful  convictions  and 
whether  the  death  penalty  is  being  ad¬ 
ministered  fairly.  The  governor  should 
stay  Williams’s  execution  (and  others) 
until  the  commission  has  reported.  Even 
better  would  be  to  grant  Williams 
clemency,  for  the  good  of  us  all: 

David  Spero,  RN 
San  Francisco 

Hypocritical  society 

I  found  your  article  on  Tookie  Williams 
highly  provocative,  and  I  hope  this  in¬ 
formation  gets  to  our  governator.  I  re¬ 
member  the  first  execution  [after  the 
death  penalty  was  reinstated],  back  in 
1991,  when  we  had  Pete  Wilson  as  gov¬ 
ernor.  I  feel  that  this  particular  execu¬ 
tion  was  performed  as  a  sign  that  Cal¬ 
ifornia  believes  in  death  row.  Every  day 
we  are  living  in  a  more  and  more  hyp¬ 
ocritical  society.  Our  politicians  real¬ 
ize  this,  but  they  ignore  that  notion  be¬ 
cause  our  political  and  economic 
“ideals”  —  if  you  want  to  call  it  that 
—  are  a  lot  stronger  than  our  intuition. 

Daniel  Guich 
San  Francisco 

Yeah,  too  bad 

It’s  too  bad  that  Stanley  “Tookie” 
Williams’s  murderous  rampage  did  not 
take  place  in  San  Francisco.  Our  dis¬ 
trict  attorney,  Kamala  Harris,  would 
not  have  prosecuted  the  death  penalty. 

Jeff  Ricker 
San  Francisco 

Catholic  in  recovery 

Re:  “Cross  Purposes”  [  1 1/23/05]:  I 
am  a  recovering  Catholic,  and  my 
recovery  continues  after  the  Vati¬ 
can’s  decision  not  to  hire  gay 
priests.  So  they  think  these  pe¬ 
dophiles  were  gay?  How  can  one 
be  expected  to  follow  the  doctrines 
of  such  a  closed-minded  and 
misinformed  organization? 

Terrie  Frye 
San  Francisco 


The  Bay  Guardian  welcomes  letters  commenting  on  our 
coverage  or  other  topics  of  local  interest  Letters  should 
be  brief  (we  reserve  the  right  to  edit  them  for  length), 
typed,  and  signed  (unsigned  letters  will  not  be  published). 
Please  include  a  daytime  telephone  number  for  verifica¬ 
tion.  Send  to:  Letters,  the  Bay  Guardian  Building,  135  Mis¬ 
sissippi  St,  SF.  CA  94107,  or  e-mail  to  letters@sfbg.com. 

Corrections  and  clarifications:  The  Bay 
Guardian  tries  to  report  news  fairly  and  accurately. 

You  are  invited  to  complain  to  us  when  you  think  we 
have  fallen  short  of  that  objective.  Complaints  should 
be  directed  to  Pamela  Pritchard,  the  assistant  to  the 
publisher  We'd  prefer  them  in  writing,  but  Pritchard 
can  also  be  reached  by  phone  at  (415)  255-3100.  If 
we  have  published  a  misstatement,  we  will  endeavor 
to  correct  it  quickly  and  in  an  appropriate  place  in  the 
newspaper.  If  you  remain  dissatisfied,  we  invite  you  to 
contact  the  Minnesota  News  Council,  an  impartial  or¬ 
ganization  that  hears  and  considers  complaints 
against  news  media.  It  can  be  reached  at  12  South 
Sixth  St.,  Suite  1122,  Minneapolis.  MN  55402;  (612) 
341-9357;  fax  (612)  341-9358. 
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opinionby  tommi  avicolli  mecca 

The  Church  won’t  change 


A  member  of  Most  Holy  Redeemer  Church,  a 
congregation  in  the  Castro  that  is  over¬ 
whelmingly  queer,  asked  an  interesting  ques¬ 
tion  in  a  recent  Bay  Guardian  report  on  the  Vati¬ 
can’s  current  witch  hunt  against  gay  priests:  “Why,” 
he  wondered,  “would  I  abandon  my  church  be¬ 
cause  of  its  leadership?” 

Actually,  what  the  church  is  doing,  and  has 
done,  in  his  name  is  exactly  why  Catholics  with  a 
sense  of  social  justice  should  stampede  to  the 
nearest  exit.  As  author  Joe  Dignan  observed,  “If  the 
Vatican  forced  out  all  the  gay 
seminarians  and  priests,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  San  Francisco,  there 
wouldn’t  be  many  people  left  to 
tend  to  the  Catholic  flock.”  Add 
to  that  all  of  the  Catholics  who 
disagree  with  the  declaration  of 
this  current  pope  that  homosex¬ 
uality  is  intrinsically  evil,  who 
support  abortion  and  reproduc¬ 
tive  freedom,  and  who  feel  that 
divorced  people  should  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  take  Holy  Communion 
—  and  you  have  a  lot  of  empty 
pews  with  no  one  to  transubstantiate  the  bread  and 
wine.  The  Vatican  would  have  to  run  garage  sales 
to  pay  its  bills. 

It  would  be  a  fitting  end  to  a  religion  that  has  left 
irreparable  scars  on  the  human  race:  Wars  fought 
to  maintain  an  empire,  forced  conversions  of  mass¬ 
es  of  people  by  any  means  necessary,  persecution 
of  scientists,  witch  burnings,  the  Inquisition,  and 
the  attempted  genocide  of  native  peoples  in  the 
Americas.  It’s  not  a  pretty  picture. 

Sure,  the  Church  doesn’t  cut  off  the  heads  of 
heretics  or  lews  anymore.  It  uses  its  tremendous 
political  muscle  to  lobby  against  gay  marriage.  It  si¬ 
lences  priests  and  nuns  in  Latin  America  who 
want  land  reforms  that  give  the  poor  a  better  shot 
at  feeding  their  families.  It  clings  to  outmoded 
notions  of  human  sexuality  and  rejects  science 
and  evolution.  In  America  its  voice  is  never  raised 
in  support  of  a  living  wage,  affordable  housing,  na¬ 
tional  health  care,  workers’  rights,  or  any  other 


issue  that  impacts  poor  and  working  people.  In  San 
Francisco,  the  church  is  vocal  when  the  Sisters  of 
Perpetual  Indulgence  are  mocking  Easter,  but 
when  the  homeless  lie  dying  in  the  streets  or  the 
poor  are  being  gentrified  out  of  yet  another  neigh¬ 
borhood,  the  silence  is  deafening. 

Then  there  is  the  theology  itself,  at  the  core  of 
which  is  the  idea  that  we  are  all  born  with  “origi¬ 
nal  sin”  on  our  souls.  Redemption  can  only  be 
achieved  by  following  the  dictates  of  men  in  cas¬ 
socks  who  decide  the  rules  of  the  game  and  change 
them  to  suit  their  whims  or  cur¬ 
rent  church  politics.  It  makes  no 
sense  in  a  modern  world. 

It’s  not  easy  to  break  away  from 
it  all.  But  it’s  important  that  peo¬ 
ple  do.  The  Church  can’t  be  re¬ 
formed.  Martin  Luther  learned 
that.  The  Berrigans  tried  and 
failed.  Gay  Catholics  haven’t  had 
much  effect  Staying  in  the  church 
and  trying  to  reform  it  is  more 
futile  than  continuing  to  fight  for 
economic  justice  in  the  United 
States  under  a  Republican  ad¬ 
ministration.  The  difference  is  that,  despite  all  of 
its  many  shortcomings,  our  country  is  still  a 
democracy.  In  some  instances,  people  can  win  re¬ 
form,  though  not  always  to  the  extent  they  want. 
Three  years  ago,  the  US  Supreme  Court  threw  out 
the  centuries-old  ban  on  sodomy  between  con¬ 
senting  adults.  It’s  not  something  I  ever  would’ve 
expected  to  see  in  my  lifetime.  In  the  United  States, 
when  it  comes  to  social  change,  we  have  a  wing  and 
a  prayer. 

The  church  is  not  a  democracy.  The  faithful 
don’t  get  to  choose  the  pope,  vote  on  doctrine,  or 
determine  when  it’s  time  to  move  from  the  1 2th  to 
the  21st  century.  They  only  get  to  follow. 

It’s  time  for  the  faithful  to  follow  each  other 
out  the  door.  *1* 

Tommi  Avicolli  Mecca  is  a  longtime  radical  queer  ac¬ 
tivist,  performer,  and  writer  who  left  the  Church  at 
age  1 6  when  he  discovered  the  joys  of  gay  sex. 


Redemption  can 
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by  following  the 
dictates  of  men 
in  cassocks  who 
decide  the  rules 
of  the  game. 


editorials 

A  merger  roadblock 


The  merger  between  New  Times  Media  and  the  owner 
of  the  Village  Voice  ran  into  another  potential  road¬ 
block  Dec.  6  when  the  Ohio  Attorney  General’s  Of¬ 
fice  stated  publicly  that  the  merger  “raises  new  con¬ 
cerns”  about  the  elimination  of  newspaper  competition. 
In  a  letter  to  Terry  Smith,  the  editor  of  the  Athens  News 
in  Athens,  Ohio,  Alan  C  Witten,  a  senior  attorney  in  the 
antitrust  division,  noted  that  the  merger  could  possibly 
violate  a  consent  decree  that  New  Times  and  Village  Voice 
Media  signed  after  they  were  nailed  for  violating  state  and 
federal  antitrust  laws  in  2003. 

“That  Judgment  entered  by  the  Cuyahoga  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  expressly  prohibited  the  defendants, 
for  a  period  of  five  years,  from  entering  other  agreements 
to  restrain  competition  in  Cleveland  or  other  Ohio 
markets,”  Witten  wrote.  “Be  assured  that  this  office  has 
taken,  and  will  take,  action  against  any  transaction  be¬ 
tween  these  two  publishers  that  violates  our  existing 
Judgment  against  them  or  Ohio’s  antitrust  laws  in  other 
markets  within  our  jurisdiction.” 

And  while  Tom  Dresslar,  spokesperson  for  Cal¬ 
ifornia  attorney  general  Bill  Lockyer,  won’t  con¬ 
firm  it,  our  sources  indicate  that  Lockyer’s  office  has 
been  in  touch  with  the  office  of  Ohio  attorney  gen¬ 
eral  Jim  Petro. 

That  means  there’s  the  potential  here  for  two  state  at¬ 
torneys  general  to  take  on  an  important  case  that  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  is  ducking.  Lockyer  and  Petro  ought  to 
openly  and  formally  announce  they  will  work  togeth¬ 
er  to  fully  review  this  merger,  demand  that  New  Times 
provide  detailed  information  about  its  plans,  hold  pub¬ 
lic  hearings  in  both  states,  and  seek  a  legal  injunction 
against  the  merger  going  forward  until  all  the  questions 


are  answered. 

There’s  plenty  of  justification  for  the  state  legal  of¬ 
ficers  to  take  the  lead  here.  While  the  US  Justice  De¬ 
partment  signed  off  on  the  merger  Nov.  23,  federal  of¬ 
ficials  only  reviewed  the  competitive  issues  that  might 
have  arisen  under  the  Hart-Scott-Rodino  Act  and  ig¬ 
nored  the  much  larger  issues:  the  problems  of  media 
consolidation  and  the  feet  that  the  merger  might  vio¬ 
late  the  2003  consent  decree  and  the  ban  on  further 
conspiratorial  activity  between  the  chains. 

As  we  reported  Oct  26  (see  “Losing  a  Voice”),  the 
combined  New  Times-WM  company  would  reach 
between  22  and  25  percent  of  the  total  circulation  of 
the  126  members  of  the  Association  of  Alternative 
Newsweeklies,  according  to  AAN  figures.  Gannett, 
the  largest  of  the  daily  operations,  claims  a  circulation 
of  7.6  million,  which  is  just  13.8  percent  of  the  55 
million  paid  daily  circulation  in  the  nation. 

And  New  Times  is  currently  engaged  in  what  appear 
to  be  anticompetitive  practices  in  the  Bay  Area  and 
Cleveland.  Documents  we’ve  obtained  show  that  New 
Times  is  losing  $4  million  a  year  in  those  markets.  In 
San  Francisco,  the  Bay  Guardian  is  suing  New  Times, 
alleging  that  the  chain’s  local  outlets,  SF  Weekly  and  East 
Bay  Express,  are  selling  ads  well  below  cost  in  an  effort 
to  put  a  locally  owned  competitor  out  of  business. 

Over  the  past  few  years,  with  the  Bush  adminis¬ 
tration  showing  no  interest  in  opposing  anticom¬ 
petitive  conduct,  the  states  have  taken  the  lead  on  an¬ 
titrust  cases.  Lockyer  and  Petro  should  join  forces  to 
block  what  could  be  a  crippling  blow  to  the  alterna¬ 
tive  press,  free  speech,  and  the  tuture  of  independent 
media  voices.  *1* 


The  real  police  scandal 


The  videos  are  pretty  poor  quality,  and  anyone 
who  has  spent time  in  the  local  independent  film 
scene  has  seen  things  a  lot  more  obscene,  shock¬ 
ing,  and  offensive.  But  when  you  look  at  the  racist, 
sexist,  homo-  and  transphobic  clips  that  some  San 
Francisco  police  officers  made  recently,  the  most  ob¬ 
vious  thing  that  comes  to  mind  is  this: 

These  people  were  at  work. 

The  videos  show  officers,  in  uniform,  using  San 
Francisco  Police  Department  cars  and  equipment 
They  may  be  a  lame  and  puerile  attempt  at  humor 
- —  the  kind  of  thing  that  shows  up  at  a  particular¬ 
ly  dumb  ff  at  party  —  and  the  creators  may  argue 
that  they  were  supposed  to  be  a  harmless  parody  of 
police  work.  But  the  fact  remains:  This  sort  of  thing 
has  been  inappropriate  —  and  illegal  —  in  the  Cal¬ 
ifornia  workplace  for  a  long  time  now.  And  any 
sane  employer  in  the  state  who  found  workers  be¬ 
having  this  way  on  company  time  would  have  no 
choice  but  to  fire  them  immediately. 

But  San  Francisco’s  past  record  dealing  with 
problem  cops  suggests  that  won’t  be  automatic. 

The  truth  is,  San  Francisco  police  officers  who 
improperly  shoot  and  kill  people,  who  beat  and 
maim  civilians  without  cause  or  justification,  who 
allow  suspects  to  die  in  custody  for  want  of  adequate 
treatment  and  care,  who  frame  innocent  people 
and  send  them  to  jail  for  life  —  and  cops  who  can’t 
seem  to  solve  more  than  a  fraction  of  the  homicide 
cases  that  are  becoming  epidemic  in  town  —  man¬ 
age  to  stay  on  the  job. 

We’re  glad  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  arid  Chief 


Heather  Fong  responded  to  the  incident  with  quick 
and  harsh  criticism  and  a  promise  to  end  the  cow¬ 
boy  mentality  in  the  SFPD.  But  they  have  a  long, 
long  way  to  go  —  and  investigating  one  incident  of 
the  sort  of  behavior  that’s  commonplace  in  the  de¬ 
partment  isn’t  going  to  do  it 

If  Newsom  wants  real  change,  he  has  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  here  to  make  it  —  but  it  will  involve  a  real, 
wholesale  housecleaning  and  a  political  war  with  the 
powerful  police  officers  union. 

Let’s  face  it  The  San  Francisco  Police  Department 
is  a  mess.  There  are  any  number  of  cowboy  cops 
who  operate  with  virtual  impunity.  There  are  count¬ 
less  more  who  harbor  —  and  often  express  —  the 
sort  of  racist,  sexist,  and  homophobic  attitudes 
shown  in  the  recent  videos. 

This  would  be  a  fine  time  to  start  changing  that 
culture  and  attitude  —  for  good.  Firing  everyone 
who  was  knowingly  involved  in  making  an  offensive 
and  inappropriate  video  while  on  duty,  in  uniform, 
or  using  department  facilities  or  equipment  would 
send  a  nice  signal  that  this  sort  of  behavior  won’t 
ever  be  condoned  again. 

But  that’s  just  a  start.  If  Newsom  is  serious,  he 
needs  to  make  dear  to  the  chief,  the  Police  Com¬ 
mission,  and  everyone  else  involved  that  the  SFPD 
is  entering  a  new  era  —  and  cops  who  engage  in 
racist,  sexist,  and  homophobic  behavior  and  who 
beat,  kill,  and  abuse  people  without  cause,  or  who 
try  to  squelch  investigations  into  misconduct,  will 
be  dismissed  as  quickly  as  the  law  and  due  process 
allow.  ❖ 
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opinionby  tommi  avicolli  mecca 

The  Church  won’t  change 


A  member  of  Most  Holy  Redeemer  Church,  a 
congregation  in  the  Castro  that  is  over¬ 
whelmingly  queer,  asked  an  interesting  ques¬ 
tion  in  a  recent  Bay  Guardian  report  on  the  Vati¬ 
can’s  current  witch  hunt  against  gay  priests:  “Why,” 
he  wondered,  “would  I  abandon  my  church  be¬ 
cause  of  its  leadership?” 

Actually,  what  the  church  is  doing,  and  has 
done,  in  his  name  is  exactly  why  Catholics  with  a 
sense  of  social  justice  should  stampede  to  the 
nearest  exit.  As  author  Joe  Dignan  observed,  “If  the 
Vatican  forced  out  all  the  gay 
seminarians  and  priests,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  San  Francisco,  there 
wouldn’t  be  many  people  left  to 
tend  to  the  Catholic  flock.”  Add 
to  that  all  of  the  Catholics  who 
disagree  with  the  declaration  of 
this  current  pope  that  homosex¬ 
uality  is  intrinsically  evil,  who 
support  abortion  and  reproduc¬ 
tive  freedom,  and  who  feel  that 
divorced  people  should  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  take  Holy  Communion 
—  and  you  have  a  lot  of  empty 
pews  with  no  one  to  transubstantiate  the  bread  and 
wine.  The  Vatican  would  have  to  run  garage  sales 
to  pay  its  bills. 

It  would  be  a  fitting  end  to  a  religion  that  has  left 
irreparable  scars  on  the  human  race:  Wars  fought 
to  maintain  an  empire,  forced  conversions  of  mass¬ 
es  of  people  by  any  means  necessary,  persecution 
of  scientists,  witch  burnings,  the  Inquisition,  and 
the  attempted  genocide  of  native  peoples  in  the 
Americas.  It’s  not  a  pretty  picture. 

Sure,  the  Church  doesn’t  cut  off  the  heads  of 
heretics  or  Jews  anymore.  It  uses  its  tremendous 
political  muscle  to  lobby  against  gay  marriage.  It  si¬ 
lences  priests  and  nuns  in  Latin  America  who 
want  land  reforms  that  give  the  poor  a  better  shot 
at  feeding  their  families.  It  clings  to  outmoded 
notions  of  human  sexuality  and  rejects  science 
and  evolution.  In  America  its  voice  is  never  raised 
in  support  of  a  living  wage,  affordable  housing,  na¬ 
tional  health  care,  workers’  rights,  or  any  other 


issue  that  impacts  poor  and  working  people.  In  San 
Francisco,  the  church  is  vocal  when  the  Sisters  of 
Perpetual  Indulgence  are  mocking  Easter,  but 
when  the  homeless  lie  dying  in  the  streets  or  the 
poor  are  being  gentrified  out  of  yet  another  neigh¬ 
borhood,  the  silence  is  deafening. 

Then  there  is  the  theology  itself,  at  the  core  of 
which  is  the  idea  that  we  are  all  born  with  “origi¬ 
nal  sin”  on  our  souls.  Redemption  can  only  be 
achieved  by  following  the  dictates  of  men  in  cas¬ 
socks  who  decide  the  rules  of  the  game  and  change 
them  to  suit  their  whims  or  cur¬ 
rent  church  politics.  It  makes  no 
sense  in  a  modern  world. 

It’s  not  easy  to  break  away  from 
it  all.  But  it’s  important  that  peo¬ 
ple  do.  The  Church  can’t  be  re¬ 
formed.  Martin  Luther  learned 
that.  The  Berrigans  tried  and 
failed.  Gay  Catholics  haven’t  had 
much  effect.  Staying  in  the  church 
and  trying  to  reform  it  is  more 
futile  than  continuing  to  fight  for 
economic  justice  in  the  United 
States  under  a  Republican  ad¬ 
ministration.  The  difference  is  that,  despite  all  of 
its  many  shortcomings,  our  country  is  still  a 
democracy.  In  some  instances,  people  can  win  re¬ 
form,  though  not  always  to  the  extent  they  want. 
Three  years  ago,  the  US  Supreme  Court  threw  out 
the  centuries-old  ban  on  sodomy  between  con¬ 
senting  adults.  It’s  not  something  I  ever  would’ve 
expected  to  see  in  my  lifetime.  In  the  United  States, 
when  it  comes  to  social  change,  we  have  a  wing  and 
a  prayer. 

The  church  is  not  a  democracy.  The  faithful 
don’t  get  to  choose  the  pope,  vote  on  doctrine,  or 
determine  when  it’s  time  to  move  from  the  12  th  to 
the  21st  century.  They  only  get  to  follow. 

It’s  time  for  the  faithful  to  follow  each  other 
out  the  door.  ❖ 

Tommi  Avicolli  Mecca  is  a  longtime  radical  queer  ac¬ 
tivist,  performer,  and  writer  who  left  the  Church  at 
age  16  when  he  discovered  the  joys  of  gay  sex. 
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A  merger  roadblock 


The  merger  between  New  Times  Media  and  the  owner 
of  the  Village  Voice  ran  into  another  potential  road¬ 
block  Dec  6  when  the  Ohio  Attorney  General’s  Of¬ 
fice  stated  publicly  that  the  merger  “raises  new  con¬ 
cerns”  about  the  elimination  of  newspaper  competition. 
In  a  letter  to  Terry  Smith,  the  editor  of  the  Athens  News 
in  Athens,  Ohio,  Alan  C.  Witten,  a  senior  attorney  in  the 
antitrust  division,  noted  that  the  merger  could  possibly 
violate  a  consent  decree  that  New  Times  and  Village  Voice 
Media  signed  after  they  were  nailed  for  violating  state  and 
federal  antitrust  laws  in  2003. 

“That  Judgment  entered  by  the  Cuyahoga  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  expressly  prolribited  the  defendants, 
for  a  period  of  five  years,  from  entering  other  agreements 
to  restrain  competition  in  Cleveland  or  other  Ohio 
markets,”  Witten  wrote.  “Be  assured  that  this  office  has 
taken,  and  will  take,  action  against  any  transaction  be¬ 
tween  these  two  publishers  that  violates  our  existing 
Judgment  against  them  or  Ohio’s  antitrust  laws  in  other 
markets  within  our  jurisdiction.” 

And  while  Tom  Dresslar,  spokesperson  for  Cal¬ 
ifornia  attorney  general  Bill  Lockyer,  won’t  con¬ 
firm  it,  our  sources  indicate  that  Lockyer’s  office  has 
been  in  touch  with  the  office  of  Ohio  attorney  gen¬ 
eral  Jim  Petro. 

That  means  there’s  the  potential  here  for  two  state  at¬ 
torneys  general  to  take  on  an  important  case  that  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  is  ducking.  Lockyer  and  Petro  ought  to 
openly  and  formally  announce  they  will  work  togeth¬ 
er  to  fully  review  this  merger,  demand  that  New  Times 
provide  detailed  information  about  its  plans,  hold  pub¬ 
lic  hearings  in  both  states,  and  seek  a  legal  injunction 
against  the  merger  going  forward  until  all  the  questions 


are  answered. 

There’s  plenty  of  justification  for  the  state  legal  of¬ 
ficers  to  take  the  lead  here.  While  the  US  Justice  De¬ 
partment  signed  off  on  the  merger  Nov.  23,  federal  of¬ 
ficials  only  reviewed  the  competitive  issues  that  might 
have  arisen  under  the  Hart-Scott-Rodino  Act  and  ig¬ 
nored  the  much  larger  issues:  the  problems  of  media 
consolidation  and  the  fact  that  the  merger  might  vio¬ 
late  the  2003  consent  decree  and  the  ban  on  further 
conspiratorial  activity  between  the  chains. 

As  we  reported  Oct  26  (see  “Losing  a  Voice”),  the 
combined  New  Times-WM  company  would  reach 
between  22  and  25  percent  of  the  total  circulation  of 
the  126  members  of  the  Association  of  Alternative 
Newsweeklies,  according  to  AAN  figures.  Gannett, 
the  largest  of  the  daily  operations,  claims  a  circulation 
of  7.6  million,  which  is  just  13.8  percent  of  the  55 
million  paid  daily  circulation  in  the  nation. 

And  New  Times  is  currently  engaged  in  what  appear 
to  be  anticompetitive  practices  in  the  Bay  Area  and 
Cleveland.  Documents  we’ve  obtained  show  that  New 
Times  is  losing  $4  million  a  year  in  those  markets.  In 
San  Francisco,  the  Bay  Guardian  is  suing  New  Times, 
alleging  that  the  chain’s  local  outlets,  SF  Weekly  and  East 
Bay  Express,  are  selling  ads  well  below  cost  in  an  effort 
to  put  a  locally  owned  competitor  out  of  business. 

Over  the  past  few  years,  with  the  Bush  adminis¬ 
tration  showing  no  interest  in  opposing  anticom¬ 
petitive  conduct,  the  states  have  taken  the  lead  on  an¬ 
titrust  cases.  Lockyer  and  Petro  should  join  forces  to 
block  what  could  be  a  crippling  blow  to  the  alterna¬ 
tive  press,  free  speech,  and  the  future  of  independent 
media  voices.  •> 


The  real  police  scandal 


The  videos  are  pretty  poor  quality,  and  anyone 
who  has  spent  time  in  the  local  independent  film 
scene  has  seen  things  a  lot  more  obscene,  shock¬ 
ing,  and  offensive.  But  when  you  look  at  the  racist, 
sexist,  homo-  and  transphobic  clips  that  some  San 
Francisco  police  officers  made  recently,  the  most  ob¬ 
vious  thing  that  comes  to  mind  is  this: 

These  people  were  at  work. 

The  videos  show  officers,  in  uniform,  using  San 
Francisco  Police  Department  cars  and  equipment. 
They  may  be  a  lame  and  puerile  attempt  at  humor 
—  the  kind  of  thing  that  shows  up  at  a  particular¬ 
ly  dumb  flat  party  —  and  the  creators  may  argue 
that  they  were  supposed  to  be  a  harmless  parody  of 
police  work.  But  the  fact  remains:  This  sort  of  thing 
has  been  inappropriate  —  and  illegal  —  in  the  Cal¬ 
ifornia  workplace  for  a  long  time  now.  And  any 
sane  employer  in  the  state  who  found  workers  be¬ 
having  this  way  on  company  time  would  have  no 
choice  but  to  fire  them  immediately. 

But  San  Francisco’s  past  record  dealing  with 
problem  cops  suggests  that  won’t  be  automatic. 

The  truth  is,  San  Francisco  police  officers  who 
improperly  shoot  and  kill  people,  who  beat  and 
maim  civilians  without  cause  or  justification,  who 
allow  suspects  to  die  in  custody  for  want  of  adequate 
treatment  and  care,  who  frame  innocent  people 
and  send  them  to  jail  for  life  —  and  cops  who  can’t 
seem  to  solve  more  than  a  fraction  of  the  homicide 
cases  that  are  becoming  epidemic  in  town  —  man¬ 
age  to  stay  on  the  job. 

We’re  glad  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  arid  Chief 


Heather  Fong  responded  to  the  incident  with  quick 
and  harsh  criticism  and  a  promise  to  end  the  cow¬ 
boy  mentality  in  the  SFPD.  But  they  have  a  long, 
long  way  to  go  —  and  investigating  one  incident  of 
the  sort  of  behavior  that’s  commonplace  in  the  de¬ 
partment  isn’t  going  to  do  it 

If  Newsom  wants  real  change,  he  has  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  here  to  make  it  —  but  it  will  involve  a  real, 
wholesale  housecleaning  and  a  political  war  with  the 
powerful  police  officers  union. 

Let’s  face  it  The  San  Francisco  Police  Department 
is  a  mess.  There  are  any  number  of  cowboy  cops 
who  operate  with  virtual  impunity.  There  are  count¬ 
less  more  who  harbor  —  and  often  express  —  the 
sort  of  racist,  sexist,  and  homophobic  attitudes 
shown  in  the  recent  videos. 

This  would  be  a  fine  time  to  start  changing  that 
culture  and  attitude  —  for  good.  Firing  everyone 
who  was  knowingly  involved  in  making  an  offensive 
and  inappropriate  video  while  on  duty,  in  uniform, 
or  using  department  facilities  or  equipment  would 
send  a  nice  signal  that  this  sort  of  behavior  won’t 
ever  be  condoned  again. 

But  that’s  just  a  start.  If  Newsom  is  serious,  he 
needs  to  make  clear  to  the  chief,  the  Police  Com¬ 
mission,  and  everyone  else  involved  that  the  SFPD 
is  entering  a  new  era  —  and  cops  who  engage  in 
racist,  sexist,  and  homophobic  behavior  and  who 
beat,  kill,  and  abuse  people  without  cause,  or  who 
try  to  squelch  investigations  into  misconduct,  will 
be  dismissed  as  quickly  as  the  law  and  due  process 
allow.  •> 
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Ethics  dilemma 

Fate  of  campaign  watchdog  now  up  to  two  of  the  city’s 
most  aggressive  fundraisers 
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By  Joe  Dignan 

The  future  course  of  the  body  charged 
with  keeping  San  Francisco’s  politi¬ 
cians  honest  is  likely  to  be  determined 
in  the  next  few  months  as  two  of  the 
five  seats  on  the  city’s  Ethics  Commis¬ 
sion  come  up  for  reappointment. 

Commissioner  Michele  Anglade  has 
told  her  colleagues  that  she’s  moving  to 
Florida  and  her  last  meeting  will  be 
Dec.  19.  The  term  of  Waukeen  McCoy, 
a  Willie  Brown  appointee  who  serves  as 
the  commission’s  vice  chair,  ends  Feb.  1 . 

Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  may  either 
replace  McCoy  or  reappoint  him  for 
another  term.  City  Attorney  Dennis 
Herrera  gets  to  choose  a  replacement 
for  Anglade.  McCoy  told  the  Bay 
Guardian  he  wants  Herrera  to  appoint 
him  to  Anglade’s  seat  and  then  for 
Newsom  to  pick  a  new  commissioner. 

Anglade  and  McCoy  have  been  rel¬ 
atively  conservative  commissioners 
who  often  support  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  staff.  Two  other  commission¬ 
ers  —  the  newly  appointed  Eileen 
Hansen  and  former  Ethics  Commis¬ 
sion  staffer  Joe  Lynn  —  have  nudged 
the  commission  toward 
becoming  more  proactive  and  aggres¬ 
sive.  Commission  chair  Emi  Gusuku- 
ma  has  often  been  a  swing  vote 
between  the  two  camps. 

The  commission  registers  lobbyists, 
tracks  campaign  expenditures,  enforces 
the  city’s  ethics  laws,  punishes  election 
law  violators,  and  administers  the  pub¬ 
lic  financing  program  for  supervisor¬ 
ial  races. 

Critics  have  long  called  the  com¬ 
mission  passive  and  weak.  Newsom 


and  Herrera  —  two  of  the  city’s  most 
prodigious  fundraisers  —  will  now  de¬ 
termine  whether  the  commission  will 
Strengthen  the  enforcement  of  cam¬ 
paign  finance  laws  and  close  loopholes 
that  still  allow  for  stealthy  spending 
during  elections.  $ 

“The  bottom  line  is  that  the  future 
of  the  Ethics  Commission  is  in  the  city 
attorney’s  hands,"  Board  of  Supervi¬ 
sors  president  Aaron  Peskin  told  us. 

Open  deliberations  are  central  to 
the  reformists’  agenda  for  the  com¬ 
mission.  Hearings  on  campaign  vio¬ 
lations  are  held  behind  closed  doors, 
and  investigation  documents  remain 
confidential.  Lynn  and  Hansen  want 
to  open  the  commission’s  investiga¬ 
tions  to  public  view,  but  McCoy 
doesn’t. 

Sup.  Ross  Mirkarimi  wants  the  com¬ 
mission  to  do  at  least  some  of  its  work 
in  the  public  view  and  said  its  en¬ 
forcement  powers  should  be  strength¬ 
ened.  “Ethics  should  be  treated  with 
the  same  seriousness  as  the  court  sys- 
tem,”  he  said. 

For  example,  Mirkarimi  has  been 
pressing  for  full  disclosure  from  the 
investigation  into  how  Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  Co.  illegally  dumped  $800,000 
into  the  2002  campaign  to  defeat 
Proposition  J,  which  would  have 
brought  public  power  to  San  Francis¬ 
co  (Mirkarimi  ran  the  Prop.  J.  cam¬ 
paign).  The  contribution  was  reported 
long  after  Election  Day  and  was  there¬ 
fore  shielded  from  voter  scrutiny.  Cam¬ 
paign  attorney  Jim  Sutton  and  his  for¬ 
mer  firm  faced  potential  fines  of  $2.4 
million  but  were  instead  last  year  fined 
$240,000  because  the 
commission  agreed 
with  Sutton’s  con¬ 
tention  that  the  fail¬ 
ure  to  promptly  re¬ 
port  the  donation  was 
a  mistake  rather  than 
an  intentional  decep¬ 
tion  (see  “Repeat  Of¬ 
fender,”  10/27/04).  An 
open  public  hearing 
might  have  offered 
more  insights  into  the 
commission’s  think¬ 
ing  and  justification. 

Mirkarimi  and 
other  progressives 
prefer  two  reformist 
candidates:  Rafael 
Mandelman  and 
Mary  McAllister. 
Mandelman,  30,  sits 
on  the  Democratic 
County  Central  Com¬ 
mittee  for  state  sena¬ 
tor  Carole  Migden 
and  is  interested  in 
the  job,  but  he  said  he 
hasn’t  ruled  out  run¬ 
ning  for  elective  of¬ 


fice,  which  commissioners  are  prohib¬ 
ited  from  doing.  “It  would  be  kind  of 
like  going  into  the  nunnery,”  Mandel¬ 
man  said. 

McAllister,  60,  who  is  retired,  head¬ 
ed  a  civil  grand  jury  that  was  critical  of 
the  commission.  She’s  interested  in 
controlling  potential  conflicts  of  inter¬ 
est  among  city  employees  and  officials. 
But  McAllister  too  has  reservations 
about  giving  up  the  work  that  got  her 
interested  in  politics  to  begin  with:  sav¬ 
ing  trees  on  the  city’s  parklands. 

The  long-underfunded  commission 
got  a  31  percent  budget  increase  this 
year,  bumping  up  its  full-time  staff  to  12, 
but  Hansen  has  said  it’s  still  not  enough 
to  do  the  job.  The  commission  lost  a 
ballot  bid  in  November  to  get  guaran- 


Camille  T.  Taiara 

On  the  day  this  issue  of  the  Bay 
Guardian  hits  newsstands,  the  Board 
of  Supervisors’  Land  Use  Committee 
is  scheduled  to  consider  two  more 
initiatives  fired  off  in  the  ongoing 
battle  over  how  the  city  regulates 
condo  conversions. 

The  transformation  of  single-fam¬ 
ily  homes  and  small  apartment  build¬ 
ings  into  condominiums,  in  which 
each  unit  is  individually  owned,  “is 
probably  the  main  cause  of  the  re¬ 
duction  of  rental  housing  stock,”  Sup. 
Chris  Daly,  who  sponsored  both  pro¬ 
posals,  told  us. 

The  first  measure  would  require 
that  the  Planning  Commission  hold 
public  hearings  on  all  proposed 
condo  conversions  —  not  just  those 
involving  buildings  of  five  or  six  units, 
as  is  currently  the  case.  (Buildings  of 
seven  or  more  units  are  not  eligible 
for  conversion.) 

The  new  policy  would  “shine  some 
light  on  individual  cases  and  give  peo¬ 
ple  the  opportunity  to  speak  in  pub¬ 
lic  about  their  situation,”  Daly  said. 

The  second  item  took  its  cue  from 
the  San  Francisco  Tenants  Union, 
which  has  been  picketing  the  open 
houses  of  buildings  from  which  ten¬ 
ants  were  evicted.  It’s  a  reaction  to  a 
steady  increase  in  Ellis  Act  evictions  — 
many  involving  elderly,  disabled,  or 
terminally  ill  persons  on  fixed  incomes 
—  that  allow  owners  to  take  their 
buildings  off  the  rental  market. 

The  new  regulation  would  require 
property  owners  to  inform  potential 
buyers  up  front  if  any  evictions  were 
involved  in  emptying  tenants  from 
the  buildings  and  if  any  of  the  tenan- 


The  people  of  California 
executed  Stanley  "Tookie" 
Williams  on  Dec.  13 
at  12:35  a.m. 


teed  set-aside  fundihg  and  the  right  to 
use  independent  attorneys.  Moreover, 
Hansen  said,  some  politicians  and  com¬ 
mittees  continue  to  ignore  requirements 
that  they  file  timely  campaign  reports 
with  the  commission. 

“They  aren’t  afraid  of  the  Ethics 
Commission,”  Hansen  said.  “The  vio¬ 
lators  are  saying,  ‘I  don’t  care  about 
that.  The  Ethics  Commission  will  ne¬ 
gotiate  and  reduce  my  fine.’  ” 

Perhaps  a  more  public  commission 
would  be  a  more  effective  commis¬ 
sion.  “People  don’t  know  what  we  do, 
or  think  what  we  do  has  no  effect,” 
Hansen  said.  “And  I  often  think  they’re 
right.”  ❖ 

E-mail  news@sfbg.com. 


cies  that  were  terminated  involved 
seniors  or  disabled  persons. 

Daly’s  two  initiatives  follow  a  deal 
brokered  at  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
Dec.  6  on  the  city’s  lottery  system  for 
converting  tenancies  in  common  into 
condos.  The  city  received  approxi¬ 
mately  1,500  lottery  applications  last 
year  but  only  approves  200  units  for 
conversion  annually. 

Sup.  Bevan  Dufty  proposed  that 
half  the  TIC-to-condo  conversion  per¬ 
mits  be  granted  to  applicants  who’ve 
been  waiting  three  years  or  more.  But 
the  board  approved  an  alternative, 
put  forward  by  Sup.  Jake  McGoldrick, 
that  also  considers  the  property’s  evic¬ 
tion  history  dating  back  to  1999  and 
commissions  a  study  on  the  impact  of 
such  conversions,  although  it  sunsets 
in  one  year. 

“It’s  better  to  get  something  and 
keep  moving  along,”  McGoldrick  told 
us,  alluding  to  failed  attempts  by  the 
mayor  and  supervisors  to  agree  on  a 
solution. 

In  the  meantime,  McGoldrick  has 
asked  the  City  Attorney’s  Office  to 
draft  a  better  alternative  that,  among 
other  things,  would  also  help  protect 
families  with  school-age  children  from 
being  evicted  to  make  way  for  TICs. 

Daly  would  like  to  take  tenant  pro¬ 
tections  even  further.  Three  weeks 
ago,  he  proposed  an  all-out  morato¬ 
rium  on  TIC-to-condo  conversions 
until  the  city  determines  their  impact 
on  the  rental  market.  The  Land  Use 
Committee  will  likely  hear  the  mora¬ 
torium  proposal  next  month.  ❖ 

E-mail  Camille  T.  Taiara  at 
camille@sfbg.com. 


THIS  MOBfctM  WOKLB 


THE  WORLD 


TO  BILL 

O’REILLY 


THEY  WON'T  BE  HAP  Pi  UNTIL 
Christmas  is  all  but  for¬ 
gotten-- 


HEY,  HONEY— WHAT  WAS  THE  NAME 
Of  THAT  HOLIDAY  WE  USED  TO 
CELEBRATE  AROUND  THIS  TIME 
of  YEAR? 


EVIL  LIBERAL  MASTERMIND  6E0RGE 
SOROS  SECRETLY  FUNNELS  MONEY 

TO  left  wing  hate  groups  like 
THE  ACLU-- 


— AND  CHRISTIANITY  ITSELF  IS 
UNDERMINED.' 


THAT  BUILDING  WITH  THE 
STEEPLE ? 


I  Don't  KNOW --Birr 
I  THINK  it  HAS 
SOMETHING  TO  DO 
WITH  THAT  HOLIDAY 
WE  USED  TO  CELE¬ 
BRATE.' 


I 


by  TOM  TOMORROW 


HEADS  UP,  EVERYBODY.'  OUR  AGENTS 
JUST  SPOTTED  A  STORE  CLERK  IN 
SUBURBAN  MINNESOTA  WISHING 
CUSTOMERS  A  MERRV  CHRISTMAS'. 


AND  ONLY  ONE  MAN  STANDS  BE¬ 
TWEEN  THESE  DEPRAVED.  S0R0S- 
FUNDED  SECULARISTS ...AND  THE, 
UH,  WORLD'S  DOMINANT  RELIGION... 


HECK— IF  NOT  FOR  ME,  YOU  MIGHT 
NOT  EVEN  KNOW  THERE  WAS  A  WAR 
ON  CHRISTMAS'  THAT'S  HOW  SNEAlCf 
THESE  PEOPLE  ARE.' 
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Condo  war  rages  on 

Supervisors  prepare  new  defenses 
against  loss  of  rental  units 


Solar  horizon 


Energy  proposal  heads  for  a  key  vote 


Talking  tree:  At  a  Dec.  7  rally,  eco-activist  Mary  Bull,  dressed  as  a  1 0-foot-tall 
redwood  tree,  explains  her  preference  for  renewable  energy  and  her  disgust  for  old- 
growth  loggers. 


By  Matthew  Hirsch 

City  officials  are  inching  toward  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  community  choice  energy 
plan,  an  initiative  that  would  let  San 
Francisco  buy  and  sell  electric  power  and 
compete  with  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co. 
The  idea,  which  first  appeared  in  City  Hall 
in  1 999,  goes  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
Finance  and  Audits  Committee  Dec.  15. 

“We’re  getting  to  the  point  where  we 
can  make  it  happen,”  Sup.  Tom  Ammiano 
told  the  Bay  Guardian.  A  final  vote  on  the 
measure  is  expected  early  next  year. 

Environmental  groups  including 
Greenpeace  and  the  Sierra  Club  say  that 
by  embracing  community  choice,  San 
Francisco  would  have  a  shot  at  developing 
the  world’s  largest  urban  array  of  solar- 
power  installations.  Others  view  it  as  a 
preliminary  step  toward  public  power. 

Sup.  Ross  Mirkarimi,  who’s  led  the 
community  choice  initiative  through  dif¬ 
ficult  negotiations  in  his  first  year  in  office, 
said  it’s  “a  very  smart  step,  but  ultimately 
the  Holy  Grail  is  municipalization.” 

But  for  all  the  reasons  activists  have 
supported  community  choice  since  Am¬ 
miano  introduced  it,  when  Willie  Brown 
was  mayor  and  Ammiano  was  the  lone 


progressive  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
the  city  has  never  been  as  close  to  carrying 
out  the  plan  as  it  is  now.  After  several 
months  spent  carefully  building  political 
support  for  community  choice,  the  spon¬ 
sors  believe  they  have  lined  up  the  votes  to 
pass  it  and  are  close  to  an  agreement  on 
how  to  get  it  quickly  up  and  running. 

That’s  a  long  way  from  where  the  ini¬ 
tiative  stood  early  this  year,  mired  in  a 
long-running  disagreement  between  Paul 
Fenn,  the  expert  who  drafted  Ammiano’s 


By  Matthew  Hirsch 

Two  members  of  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Education  who  have  criticized 
the  schools  superintendent  for  being  se¬ 
cretive  gave  the  nod  to  a  proposed  open 
government  policy  at  a  Dec.  5  budget 
committee  meeting.  They  did  so  despite 
a  memo  from  Superintendent  Arlene 
Ackerman’s  office  that  said  the  policy, 
which  is  similar  to  San  Francisco’s  Sun¬ 
shine  Ordinance,  would  cost  the  cash- 


community  choice  law,  and  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Public  Utilities  Commission 
(SFPUC),  the  agency  that’s  supposed  to 
turn  the  concept  into  reality.  It  got  to  the 
point  where  Ammiano  jokingly  renamed 
the  plan,  which  is  known  formally  as  com¬ 
munity  choice  aggregation.  He  started 
calling  it  “community  aggravation.” 

But  in  recent  months,  Fenn  and  the 
SFPUC  appear  to  have  smoothed  over 
most  of  their  differences.  The  dispute  re¬ 
volved  mostly  around  the  laws  and  regu¬ 
lations  that  affect  community  choice.  Had 
it  not  been  resolved,  the  rift  could  have  un¬ 
dermined  the  public  perception  of  com¬ 
munity  choice,  which  will  have  to  compete 
for  customers  with  PG&E. 

Grassroots  organizing  has  also  helped 
accelerate  progress  on  the  community 
choice  initiative,  which  some  consider  to 
be  a  model  for  how  local  governments 
can  address  global  warming. 

Todd  Chretien,  who  helped  write  the 
successful  College  Not  Combat  initia¬ 
tive  on  the  November  ballot,  was  part  of 
a  diverse  coalition  that  rallied  Dec.  7  at 
City  Hall  for  passage  of  the  community 
choice  plan.  He  said  climate  change  and 
militarism  are  bringing  together  people 
who’ve  generally  agreed  on  political  is¬ 
sues  in  the  past  but  haven’t  really  been 
working  together. 

“Global  warming  is  like  the  war  in 
Iraq,  an  enormous  political  catastrophe,” 
Chretien  said.  He  said  events  like  Hurri¬ 
cane  Katrina  and  the  recent  United  Na¬ 
tions  Climate  Summit  have  affected 
community  organizing  the  same  way 
the  antiwar  movement  boosted  activism 
during  President  George  W.  Bush’s  sec¬ 
ond  term  in  office. 

Though  the  community  choice  initia- 
Continued  on  page  14 


strapped  district  more  than  $40,000. 

By  voting  for  the  open  government 
policy,  Sarah  Lipson  and  Norman  Yee 
moved  to  promote  more  transparent 
decision-making  at  the  school  district. 
A  separate  rules  committee  must  still 
approve  the  policy  before  the  school 
board  can  vote  on  it. 

Jill  Wynns,  who  cast  a  dissenting  vote, 
told  the  Bay  Guardian  she  generally 
Continued  on  page  14 


The  cost  of  sunshine 

Schools  inch  away  from  secrecy 


Judge  seeks  to  expedite  ‘Bay  Guardian’  lawsuit 


The  judge  in  the  Bay  Guardian's  lawsuit 
against  SF  Weekiys  owner  moved  ag¬ 
gressively  Dec.  8  to  eliminate  road¬ 
blocks  that  might  prevent  the  case  from 
moving  expeditiously  forward  to  trial. 

Superior  Court  judge  Richard  Kramer 
ordered  New  Times  Mediate  immediately 
begin  producing  discovery  material  that 
the  Bay  Guardian  had  been  seeking.  The 
Bay  Guardian  is  charging  that  SF  Weekly 
and  East  Bay  Express,  both  owned  by  New 
Times,  have  been  selling  ads  below  cost  in 
an  effort  to  drive  the  locally  owned  com¬ 
petitor  out  of  business. 


Kramer  also  indicated  his  desire  to  ap¬ 
point  a  special  “discovery  referee”  —  a  re¬ 
tired  judge  who  could  quickly  mediate 
and  settle  future  disputes  over  the  release 
of  documents. 

Kramer  announced  that  the  pace  of  the 
proceedings  should  pick  up  quickly  early 
next  year. 

New  Times  has  announced  a  merger 
deal  with  Village  Voice  Media  that  would 
create  a  1 7-paper  national  chain,  and  while 
federal  regulators  have  approved  it,  state 
officials  in  California  and  Ohio  are  still  re¬ 
viewing  the  deal  (see  page  11). 


Gregory  Evans,  a  New  Times  lawyer 
from  the  San  Francisco  firm  Orrick,  Her¬ 
rington,  and  Sutcliff,  initially  asked  Kramer 
to  close  the  hearing,  complaining  that  his 
comments  at  a  previous  hearing  had  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  Bay  Guardian.  Kramer,  citing 
state  law,  refused. 

New  Times  lead  counsel,  Garret  G.  Ras¬ 
mussen,  of  Orrick’s  Washington,  DC,  office, 
was  also  present. 

The  Bay  Guardian  is  represented  by 
Richard  Hill  and  E.  Craig  Moody,  of  the  San 
Francisco  firm  Moody  and  Hill. 
(Tim  Redmond) 


JOHNSON  LEATHERS 


HOLIDAY 


SALE! 

20%  to 

50% off 

/  w  (in  stock  items  only) 

•  All  Styles  of  leather  clothing 
for  men  &  women. 

•  Huge  selection  of  leather 
motorcycling  garments. 

•  Custom  Made  on  premise 


WINERY 

YEAR-END 

BLOW-OUT 

SALE 

CLOSE-OUTS,  ODDS  &  ENDS 

ALL  NAPA,  ALL  MOUNTAIN  REDS 

3 

&  UP 

Full  price 
current  releases 
not  included 
in  sale. 

REGULARLY  $25450  PER  BOTTLE 

2005  ANNUAL  CLEARANCE 

-  AT - 

RUBISSOW-SARGENT  WINERY 

2413  FOURTH  STREET,  BERKELEY 
(BTWN  CHANNING  &  DWIGHT) 
(510)841-9463 

WWW.RUBISSOWSARGENT.COM 
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DAYS  ONLY  •  DEC.  17&18  •  SAT  10-4  pm  &  SUN  ,2-4  pm 


TONS  OFISOOTS! 

317  CONNECTICUT  ST."®  I8TH  ST. 

415.64 1.4086 


760  La  Playa 

Iw  Jcea n  Vi ew  ,  S’i"!?— 

V-/  dental  (415)221.5592 

In-house  dental  insurance  available  for  S72/yr 


In  office  specialist ,  Harvard  graduate, 
with  experience  in  all  areas  of 
periodontal  and  implant  treatment  - 


New  alternative 
treatment  for 
|  periodontal  disease: 

ATRIDOX! 

Call  for  details 


Give  us  an 
hour,  the 
change  will 
make  you  smile! 
ZOOM  BLEACHING!!! 

I  Special  $499  (reg.  $699) 

Llottwr  bleaches  available,  call  lor  detalsj 


$ 


54 


.95 


($150  value) 
New  Patients  Only 

Cleaning  &  Complete 
Dental  Check-up 


Now  Offering: 

INVISALIGN! 

The  invisible  way  to  straighten 
your  teeth  without  braces. 
Call  for  details! 


visit  our  website  :  www.oceanviewdental.com 


send  you  our  warmest 
Season's  Greetings 

Feliz  Navidad  y  Prospero  Afio  Nuevo! 


Kid 


' 


tk 


WINTER  * 
DESTINATIONS 


This  holiday  season 
why  not  give  something  that  lasts 
the  gift  of  Spanish  lessons! 

Let  us  make  you  a  gift  certificate  package 
to  study  Spanish  in  2006  - 
an  8-week  cycle  of  Group  Classes,  a 
Weekend  Immersion  Program  in  Beautifu 
Point  Reyes,  California, 
a  10-day  Immersion 
Progam  in  OAXACA,  MEXICO 

415-923-0754 

info@weekendenespanol.com 


THE  SEA  RANCH  CALIFORNIA 


NORTHSTAR  &  SIERRA- AT- TAHOE 

Tahoe's  Best  Dual  Mountain  Pass 


1  DOUBLE  WHAM  MV  1 

ASSI 

Norths*ar-at-Tahoe  Sierra-at-Tahoe 


For  pass  options  and  to  purchase  visit 

1  -800-GQ-NQRTH  DoubleWhammyPass.com 


DCSEPT  SHADOWS  INI 


RESORT  &  VILLAS 

Bnjoy  Pa/m  fprmj s  naiturel! 


You  gotfy 


bt  here!! 


THE  Luxury  Naturist  Resort  located 
in  the  heart  of  Palm  Springs,  California 

Mention  code  SF5X06  and  receive 
5 %  discount  on  room  reservations. 

Contact  us  for  details.  Restrictions  apply. 

www.desertshadowsTcoi 


uifc. 

TOO  GROWN-UP  TO  PLAY  IN  THE  SNOW?  NEVER. 

s240'  HYATT  NO-UFT-LINE  SKI  PACKAGE 


The  Hyatt  No-Lift-Line  Ski  Package  includes: 

•  Luxurious  accommodations 

•  Two  lift  tickets  to  Alpine  Meadows  with  VIP  lift  line, 
exclusively  for  Hyatt  guests  booking  this  package 

•  Complimentary  transportation  to  Alpine  Meadows 

•  2-for-1  coffee  voucher,  bottled  water,  in-room  coffee, 
access  to  our  fitness  center  and  ski/snowboard  storage 


*CSO»1.  it*  AND  CASINO 


For  details  and  reservations,  visit  laketahoehyatt.com  or  call  888.899.7882 

'nrivuA.-  ol  loom  t»  are)  rerort  am-Rrt**  prog-jri  Bates  Based  at  aovtib  oxxvorci  and  su»*«a  *  acditjMy.  Ys&- 1  T/VOyA-lAVO, 
wc4»ny  fttiWsy*  Sun*  twt&uSKm  u»r  ;sx!»x  MHjQ-UttSi  i'niiwrje  aims  iwelkW*  I** 
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Energy 

From  page  13 

five  has  picked  up  in  recent  weeks, 
Mirkarimi  said  it  could  still  be  a  few  more 
months  before  the  Board  of  Supervisors  fi¬ 
nally  approves  it  and  sends  a  bid  to  the  Cal¬ 
ifornia  Public  Utilities  Commission  for  its  au¬ 
thorization.  “I  am  certainly  not  going  to  bel¬ 
low  out  victory  until  it  is  firmly  in  hand,” 
Mirkarimi  told  us. 

The  remaining  issues  still  under  nego¬ 
tiation  include  how  much  of  the  initial 
cost  for  community  choice  should  be  fi¬ 
nanced  by  the  city’s  General  Fund  and 
whether  or  not  the  city  should  invite  the 
private  sector  to  help  craft  a  proposal  it 
must  send  to  state  regulators. 

Fenn  is  pushing  the  city  to  invest  as  much 
as  $2  million  up  front  He  says  the  initial  in¬ 
vestment  would  give  the  city  a  larger  stake  in 
the  equipment  used  to  generate  renewable 
energy,  like  solar  panels  and  wind  turbines. 

“The  question  is,  how  much  is  the  city 
going  to  buy  in?”  Fenn  said.  Most  of  the 
long-term -costs  will  be  paid  with  revenue 
bonds  that  San  Francisco  voters  approved 
in  2001. 

The  community  choice  budget  has  been 
a  sticking  point  in  negotiations,  largely  be¬ 
cause  the  city  is  expecting  an  $80  million 
budget  deficit  next  year.  So  has  the  idea  of 
getting  more  information  from  energy  sup¬ 
pliers,  which  Fenn  opposes. 

Laura  Spanjian,  SFPUC  assistant  general 
manager,  said  she  prefers  to  get  more  data, 
telling  us,  “We’re  really  talking  about  a  three- 
or  four-month  difference  in  timing.”  ❖ 


E-mail  Matthew  Hirsch  at 
matthew@sjbg.com. 


Sunshine 

From  page  13 

supports  sunshine  but  said  the  school 
board  can’t  afford  it  this  year.  “I’m  not 
voting  for  anything  that  costs  money," 
she  said. 

The  $40,000  price  tag  includes  a 
secretary’s  part-time  salary,  plus  ad¬ 
ditional  staff  time  and  a  new  voice 
recording  system  for  school  board 
meetings  —  none  of  which  are  overt¬ 
ly  required  by  the  ordinance.  The  su¬ 
perintendent’s  memo,  written  by  chief 
development  officer  Matthew  Kele- 
men,  said  there  could  also  be  addi¬ 
tional  costs  the  district  couldn’t  im¬ 
mediately  calculate. 

Some  sunshine  advocates  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  the  district’s  cost  estimates,  and 
several  public  officials  we  contacted  for 
this  story  said  it’s  unusual  for  public 
agencies  to  budget  for  sunshine  com¬ 
pliance  in  this  way.  But  sunshine  ad¬ 
vocates  say  it’s  hardly  worth  challenging 
the  cost  estimate,  which  amounts  to 
less  than  $1  per  student. 

“Even  if  it  goes  up  to  $50,000,”  Rick 
Knee,  a  member  of  the  San  Francisco 
sunshine  task  force,  told  us,  “that’s  still 
a  bargain.”  ❖ 

E-mail  Matthew  Hirsch  at 
matthew@sfbg.com. 
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cover  story 


The  CIA’s  torture  taxi 


rounding  the  controversial  base,  where 
the  US  is  holding  thousands  of  men 
pulled  off  the  battlefields  in  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan,  Ray  couldn’t  imagine  the 
military  opening  up  its  Gitmo  landing 
strip  to  a  civilian  plane  owned  by  an  in¬ 
significant  little  company.  “That’s  when  I 
realized  that  these  things  were  the  real 
deal,”  he  said. 

He  became  convinced  it  was  being 
used  for  “extraordinary  rendition,”  the 
process  of  dragging  purported  terrorists 
to  countries  where  regard  for  human 
rights  is  low  and  the  use  of  torture  in 
eliciting  testimony  is  common. 


Puzzle:  What  links  (clockwise  from  top  left)  Khaled  El-Masri,  former  senator  Paul  Laxalt,  this  Boeing  737,  and  a  Reno  office? 


This  is  a  story  about  an  airplane,  a  Boeing  737  passenger 
jet. 

This  is  also  a  story  about  torture,  the  war  on  terrorism, 
and  the  Central  Intelligence  Agency’s  practice  of  quiet¬ 
ly  snatching  suspected  terrorists  and  transporting  them 
to  dungeons  in  far-off  lands,  where,  allegedly,  they’re  detained 
indefinitely  —  without  charges  in  any  court  of  law  in  any 
country  —  drugged,  beaten,  threatened,  and  interrogated. 


These  two  narrative  threads,  as  you’ve 
probably  guessed  by  now,  are  interwoven. 
A  growing  body  of  evidence  suggests  the 
plane  you’re  about  to  read  about  is  used 
by  CIA  agents  to  shuttle  prisoners  to  clan¬ 
destine  jails  around  the  world.  And  new 
clues,  revealed  here  for  the  first  time,  link 
this  airliner  to  a  small  office  in  Reno, 
Nev.  —  and  to  one  of  the  biggest  figures 
in  Nevada  politics. 

•  •  • 

The  Boeing  passenger  jet  in  question, 
which  trundled  off  the  assembly  line  in 
Washington  state  in  late  2001,  looks  un¬ 
remarkable  from  the  outside.  Its  paint 
scheme  is  low  profile:  The  top  half  is 
painted  white,  the  bottom  is  painted  gray, 


and  red  and  blue  striping  runs  along  the 
midsection  of  the  vehicle  and  up  the  tail 
fin.  There  is  no  corporate  logo  of  any 
sort  on  the  aircraft.  Stamped  on  the  fuse¬ 
lage  near  the  rear  of  the  plane  is  a  key  clue 
to  its  shadowy  life,  a  tracking  code  known 
as  a  “tail  number,”  essentially  the  Federal 
Aviation  Administration’s  version  of  a  li¬ 
cense  plate. 

FAA  records  show  plane  number 
N3 1 3P  was  initially  purchased  by  a  Mass¬ 
achusetts  company  called  Premier  Exec¬ 
utive  Transport  Services  Inc.,  a  tiny  firm 
that  owned  one  other  plane. 

As  soon  as  Premier  acquired  the  Boe¬ 
ing,  die  company  began  making  intrigu¬ 
ing  modifications  to  what  is  normally  a 
short-range  aircraft — mainly  die  sorts  of 
things  you’d  do  if  you  wanted  to  fly  epic 


distances  without  stopping  for  gas.  The 
changes  are  documented  in  a  thick  sheaf 
of  FAA  paperwork  obtained  by  the  Bay 
Guardian. 

First,  Premier  tweaked  the  wings,  in¬ 
stalling  “winglets,”  little  vertical  fins  de¬ 
signed  to  help  planes  take  off  from  short 
runways  and  under  tough  weather  con¬ 
ditions  and  to  boost  fuel  efficiency,  and 
thus,  range.  Next,  Premier  put  in  an  aux¬ 
iliary  fuel  tank  system,  adding  seven  extra 
fuel  cells,  again  increasing  the  vehicle’s 
range.  Then,  in  2002,  the  plane  was  sent 
off  to  a  hangar  in  Dallas,  where  techni¬ 
cians  added  a  sophisticated  data  and  an¬ 
tenna  system,  a  24-inch  flat-panel  TV, 
and  a  new  “execudve  interior.” 

Around  this  time,  a  Bay  Area  guy,  a 
brainy  character  with  a  background  in 
science  and  a  penchant  for  speaking  in 
baffling  aerospace  jargon,  became  one  of 
the  first  people  to  notice  that  something 
strange  was  going  on  with  plane  number 
N313P.  We  met  this  gentleman,  whom 
we’ll  call  Ray,  on  a  blustery  night  in  early 
December  in  a  dimly  lit  burger  joint  in  the 
East  Bay  suburbs.  Ray’s  a  hardcore 
planespotter,  one  of  those  somewhat  ec¬ 
centric  hobbyists  who  spend  their  free 
time  tracking  the  flights  of  aircraft  by 


At  this  point,  there’s  little  doubt  the  plane 
served  as  Langley’s  torture  taxi  The  Wash¬ 
ington  Post,  60  Minutes,  and  numerous 
German  media  outlets  have  all  tied  Boe¬ 
ing  number  N31 3P  to  the  agency,  and  all 
traces  of  its  putative  owner,  Premier,  have 
vanished.  The  company’s  boss  appears 
to  be  a  completely  fictional  character. 

It  was  the  Boeing’s  alleged  role  in  the 
kidnapping  of  a  German  citizen,  a  42- 
year-old  man  of  Lebanese  descent  named 
Khaled  El-Masri,  that  put  Secretary  of 
State  Condoleezza  Rice  on  the  defensive 
during  her  recent  visit  to  Germany. 

“We  know  the  CLA  is  using  a  fleet  of 
some  26  planes,”  said  Steven  Watt,  a 
human  rights  expert  with  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  who  is  working  on 
El-Masri’s  behalf.  The  agency’s  network  of 
front  companies,  Watt  argued,  is  “com- 
plicit  in  unlawful  acts  of  torture  and  de¬ 
tainment.” 

El-Masri’s  tale,  laid  out  in  a  lawsuit 
filed  in  federal  court  Dec.  6  by  the  ACLU, 
reads  like  a  post-9/11  spy  novel.  A  really 
fucking  scary  spy  novel. 

According  to  the  suit,  El-Masri  was 
forcibly  abducted  on  New  Year’s  Eve  2003, 
while  on  vacation  in  Macedonia.  His  cap- 
tors  —  a  rotating  crew  of  armed  Mace¬ 
donians,  apparently  law  enforcement 
agents  of  some  sort  —  held  him  in  a 
hotel  room  for  23  days,  he  claims.  Even¬ 
tually,  El-Masri  says,  seven  or  eight  men 
clad  in  black,  their  feces  covered  by  black 
ski  masks,  entered  the  room.  They  hood¬ 
ed  him,  chained  his  wrists  and  ankles, 
wrapped  him  in  a  diaper,  and  threw  him 
on  a  plane,  where,  he  alleges,  he  was  in¬ 
jected  with  some  sort  of  sedative  drug. 
ACLU  investigators  later  identified  the 
aircraft  as  plane  N313P. 

The  Boeing  purportedly  ferried  him, 
semiconscious,  from  Macedonia  to  Kabul, 
Afghanistan,  making  a  stop  in  Baghdad 
on  the  way.  In  Kabul,  the  suit  claims,  “Mr. 
El-Masri  was  removed  from  the  plane 
and  shoved  into  the  back  of  awaiting  ve¬ 
hicle.  The  car  drove  for  about  ten  min¬ 
utes.  Mr.  El-Masri  was  then  dragged  from 
the  vehicle,  pushed  into  a  building, 
thrown  to  the  floor,  and  kicked  and  beat¬ 
en  on  the  head  and  the  small  of  his  back. 
He  was  left  in  a  small,  dirty,  concrete  cell. 
When  he  adjusted  his  eyes  to  the  light,  he 
saw  that  the  walls  were  covered  in  crude 
Arabic,  Urdu,  and  Farsi  writing.  The  cell 
Continued  on  page  18 


The  trail  of  a  secret  spy  plane  leads  to  a  mysterious  outfit  in  Reno  with  ties  to  a  prominent 
Nevada  politico.  ByA.C.  Thompson  and  Trevor  Paglen 
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sifting  through  FAA  data,  airplane  radio 
transmissions,  and  the  Web  postings  and 
snapshots  of  other  planespotters. 

There  are  dozens  of  planespotter  Web 
sites  —  Airliners.net,  Landings.com, 
and  Flightaware.com  are  among  the 
most  popular  —  loaded  with  photos 
of  aircraft  and  arcane  facts  about  mod¬ 
ern  aviation.  Some  sites  are  focused  on 
commercial  planes,  while  others  are 
dedicated  to  ferreting  out  details  about 
military  vehicles  and  classified  experi¬ 
mental  craft.  Planespotters  tend  to  be 
inveterate  data-fetishists,  men  obsessed 
with  the  accumulation  of  facts  —  and 
over  the  past  year,  some  of  those  facts 
have  migrated  from  their  insular  on¬ 
line  universe  to  the  mainstream  media, 
causing  migraines  for  the  CIA  and  the 
Bush  administration. 

Ray,  who  uses  some,  shall  we  say,  in¬ 
teresting  methods  to  get  some  of  his  in¬ 
formation,  has  asked  us  not  to  use  his 
real  name  for  this  story.  He  greeted  us 
with  a  half  joke.  “There’s  no  story  here! 
Condoleezza  Rice  says  we  don’t  torture 
people,”  he  said,  laughing  and  pointing  to 
a  story  on  the  front  page  of  USA  Today. 

Back  in  2002,  Ray  and  fellow 
planespotters  started  noticing  some  odd 
flights:  civilian  planes  traveling  to  places 
.  like  Afghanistan,  Azerbaijan,  Libya,  and 
Uzbekistan  —  the  kind  of  thing  Ambrose 
Bierce  meant  when  he  famously  declared 
that  “war  is  God’s  way  of  teaching  Amer¬ 
icans  geography.”  Planespotters  slowly 
developed  an  index  of  the  tail  numbers  of 
these  aircraft,  but  as  Ray  and  his  pals 
started  searching  for  more  information 
about  tire  jets,  they  stumbled  into  a  spider 
web  of  front  companies,  cover  stories, 
half-truths,  and  obvious  lies. 

Ray  could  verify  one  thing,  however. 
For  some  reason,  plane  N313P  had  blan¬ 
ket  permission  to  land  at  any  US  Army 
base  anywhere  in  the  world,  a  fact  that 
sparked  his  curiosity,  since  very  few  pri¬ 
vate  companies  are  allowed  that  level  of 
access  to  military  facilities.  Army  records 
indicate  the  service  has  issued  only  24 
such  permits  in  the  past  two  years. 
Planespotter  listservs  bubbled  with  spec¬ 
ulation  that  the  plane  was  a  spookmobile, 
a  vehicle  owned  by  a  phony  front  com¬ 
pany  and  used  by  the  CLA  to  carry  out 
agency  missions. 

The  notion  certainly  wasn’t  implausi¬ 
ble.  The  spy  agency  has  a  well-docu¬ 
mented  history  of  creating  bogus  aviation 
firms  to  cover  its  tracks,  most  notably 
Air  America,  a  Vietnam-era  company 
that  later  became  the  subject  of  a  Holly¬ 
wood  film. 

Eventually  Ray  got  another  juicy  clue: 
Using  FAA  data,  he  caught  the  plane  mak¬ 
ing  a  trip  from  the  States  to  Guantanamo 
Bay,  Cuba.  Given  the  intense  secrecy  sur¬ 
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When  we  first  started  Ruby  there  weren't  too  many  places 
focusing  exclusively  on  local  artists  work.  Mow  9  years 
later  I'm  glad  to  say  there  are  a  lot  more.  Local  Artists 
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and  freshest  locally  made  stuff.  Prom  your  roommate  to 
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of  one  book  in  stock. 
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•  Limit  one  coupon  per  customer 
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•  Valid  until  12/30/05 

Open  on  Saturdays  Dec.  3, 10,  &  17  (10  •  5  PM)  &  Dec.  24  (10  -  3  PM) 

See  www.AlexanderBook.com  for  Author  Events 

Alexander  Book  Company 
Your  Downtown  SF  Community  Bookstore 
50  Second  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94105 
415-195-2992  M-F  9:00  -  6:00 PM 

Buy  a  Book,  We'U  Plant  a  Tree 
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Black  Oak  Books 
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The  Ecology  Center  Bookstore 

Sustainable  Gifts!  Toys,  glass,  candles,  skin  care,  books. . .  and  more! 

20%  off  all  books 
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Belly  Dance:  If I  | 

a  few  wu/feafeu/cw*  way  to.  yetfeit. 

By  Carolena  Nericcio,  4  - 

director  of  FatChanceBellyDance. 

Kit  includes  an  illustrated  book,  dvd,  cd,  ^  . 

finger  cymbals  and  belly  jewel.  All  for  $14.95! 

Qreat  gift  idea!  Available  now  at  fcbd.com  i  , 

and  at  the  SF  studio  store 


(415)431.4322  visit:  www.fcbd.com  ^ 


a  place  for  movement 

December  Special:  Buy  a  20-Class  Pass  &  get  a  Free  Massage! 
Give  the  Gift  of  Yoga:  Gift  Cards,  Yoga  Props,  &  Books  available. 

Upcoming  Workshops  &  Series: 

Yoga  for  Back  &  Neck  Care  with  Anne  Saliou:  8-Week  Series  begins  1  /3 
Yin/Yang  Yoga  with  Sarah  Powers:  Jan  7th,  12:30-4:30pm 
Pranayama  with  Tony  Briggs:  3  Sundays:  Jan  1 5.  22  &  29 
A  Day  of  Yoga  with  Angela  Farmer  &  Victor  Van  Kooten:  Jan  1 6th,  2-6pm 

C°ll  or  check  website  for  more  information. 
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The  Man:  Ex-senator  Paul  Laxalt,  shown  here  campaigning  for  George  H.W.  Bush  in 
1988,  remains  a  power  in  DC. 


Plane 

From  page  15 

did  not  contain  a  bed.” 

The  ACLU  believes  the  jail  was  a  secret 
CIA  detention  center,  a  former  brick  fac¬ 
tory  outside  Kabul  called  the  “Salt  Pit”  For 
five  months,  El-Masri  says,  he  was  locked 
in  a  solitary  cell  in  the  Salt  Pit  and  inter¬ 
rogated  by  Arabic-speaking  inquisitors 
who  asked  him  repeatedly  if  he  was  in¬ 
volved  with  the  Sept.  1 1  hijackers,  if  he’d 
journeyed  to  Jalalabad  on  a  false  pass¬ 
port,  if  he  hung  out  with  Islamic  ex¬ 
tremists  living  in  Germany. 

Problem  was,  El-Masri  didn’t  have  any 
terrorist  connections.  He  was  the  wrong 
guy,  a  conclusion  the  agency  apparendy 
reached  in  late  May  2004,  when,  El-Masri 
says,  he  was  thrown  on  another  plane 
and  dumped  in  Albania. 

The  ACLU’s  Watt  said  “the  allegations 
are  substantiated  by  flight  records”  plac¬ 
ing  plane  N313P  in  Macedonia,  Iraq,  and 
Afghanistan  during  the  times  at  issue.  As 
of  mid-2004,  FAA  records  show,  the  plane 
had  spent  more  than  1,300  hours  in  the 
skies,  enough  time  to  make  100  flights 
between  the  US  and  Kabul. 


The  story  doesn’t  stop  with  Premier. 
When  journalists  started  connecting  the 
dots  in  2004,  Premier  sold  the  Boeing  to 
a  Reno  firm  called  Keeler  and  Tate  Man¬ 
agement  Group  LLC.  The  transaction  is 
recorded  in  FAA  documents  we  obtained. 

Though  Keeler  and  Tate  is  named  in 
the  ACLU’s  suit  —  along  with  Premier, 
another  aviation  outfit,  and  former  CIA 
chief  George  Tenet  —  nobody’s  really 
checked  out  the  company  yet,  so  we  de¬ 
cided  to  take  a  little  trip  up  1-80  to  north¬ 
ern  Nevada  to  see  what  we  could  uncov¬ 
er.  Things  got  shady  fast. 

On  a  cold,  gray  December  day,  we  paid 
a  visit  to  the  Nevada  secretary  of  state’s  of¬ 
fice,  a  little  stone  building  in  Carson  City, 
a  small  town  nestled  between  snow- 
flecked  Sierra  peaks.  The  office,  which 
oversees  all  businesses  incorporated  in 
the  state,  has  several  documents  related  to 
Keeler  and  Tate  on  file  —  and  all  of  them 
look  screwy. 

According  to  the  state  records,  Keeler 
and  Tate  is  owned  by  a  guy  named  Tyler 
Edward  Tate,  whose  signature  appears 
on  three  different  official  documents.  The 
signatures  vary  markedly  from  document 
to  document.  Obviously  we’re  not  hand¬ 
writing  experts,  but  we  got  the  distinct 
impression  they  weren’t  made  by  the 
same  person. 

In  fact,  there  doesn’t  appear  to  be  a 
Tyler  Edward  Tate  anywhere  near  Reno, 
because  he’s  not  in  the  white  pages  and 
the  name  didn’t  pop  up  in  an  extensive  re¬ 
view  of  online  databases. 

The  only  live  person  we  could  find  on 
the  Keeler  and  Tate  paperwork  was  Steven 
F.  Petersen,  an  attorney  who  acts  as  its 
“registered  agent.”  A  registered  agent  is 
someone  who  handles  any  subpoenas  or 
lawsuits  served  on  a  business. 

Petersen  runs  his  practice  from  a  suite 
at  245  East  Liberty  St.  in  Reno;  it’s  the 
same  address  listed  on  Keeler  and  Tate’s 


official  letterhead  and  is  the  only  address 
listed  on  any  document  related  to  the 
company.  We  headed  there  next. 

We  got  a  surprise  when  we  arrived  at 
the  building,  a  five-story  brown-glass  of¬ 
fice  cube  in  downtown  Reno,  a  few  blocks 
from  the  neon-lit  casino  strip.  Petersen 
shares  his  suite  with  a  guy  with  deep 
Washington,  DC,  connections,  a  man 
named  Peter  Laxalt. 

Petersen  and  Peter  Laxalt  have  a  clear 
business  relationship.  The  sign  on  the  of¬ 
fice  door  says  Laxalt  is  “of  counsel”  to 
Petersen’s  law  firm,  meaning  he  works 
with  Petersen. 

The  building  directory  says  the  suite  is 
also  home  to  the  Reno  branch  of  the  Paul 
Laxalt  Group,  a  major  Capitol  Hill  lob- " 
bying  firm. 

A  little  background  is  in  order:  Peter 
and  Paul  Laxalt  are  brothers.  A  hawkish 
Republican,  Paul  Laxalt  is  one  of  the  big¬ 
ger  names  in  Nevada  politics,  having 
served  as  governor,  from  1967  to  1971, 
and  later  as  a  US  senator,  from  1974  to 
1987.  He  was  a  close  confidant  of  Ronald 
Reagan  (heading  his  election  campaigns 
on  three  occasions),  a  strong  supporter  of 
the  MX  nuclear  missile  program,  and  a  li¬ 
aison  between  the  Senate  and  the  White 
House  during  the  Iran-Contra  scandal. 
An  Army  veteran,  he  was  also,  according 
to  the  New  York  Times,  a  good  friend  of 
late  CIA  director  William  Casey. 

After  leaving  Congress,  Paul  Laxalt 
pulled  a  classic  politico  move,  promptly 
forming  a  lobby  shop,  dubbing  it  the  Paul 
Laxalt  Group,  and  hiring  his  brother  Peter. 

We  dropped  by  the  office  three  times 
and  confirmed  that  both  Petersen  and 
Peter  Laxalt  use  the  space,  but  we  couldn’t 
get  past  the  receptionists,  who,  for  some 
reason,  didn’t  seem  too  freaked-out  when 
we  started  talking  about  the  CIA,  tor¬ 
ture,  and  mysterious  aviation  companies. 
Stymied,  we  placed  a  call  to  the  DC  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Paul  Laxalt  Group,  where 
we  reached  an  employee  named  Tom  Lo- 
ranger,  who  told  us,  “We  don’t  have  an  of¬ 


fice  in  Reno. ...  I  don’t  think  Peter  is 
working  for  us  any  more.” 

Later,  we  called  the  office  at  245  East 
Liberty  one  last  time.  The  receptionist 
said  we  had  indeed  reached  the  Paul  Lax¬ 
alt  Group,  but,  unfortunately,  Peter  Lax¬ 
alt  wasn’t  available.  She  took  a  message;  he 
never  called  back. 

At  the  ACLU,  Watt  admitted  he’s  still 
piecing  together  the  Keeler  and  Tate  puz¬ 
zle,  but  he  feels  certain  the  firm  is  simply 
Langley’s  latest  ruse.  “If  1  were  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Reno  and  I  knew  a  local  compa¬ 
ny  had  a  role  in  human  rights  abuses,  I 
wouldn’t  be  overly  happy  about  it,”  he 
said,  adding  that  by  his  tally,  at  least  150 
people  have  been  the  victims  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  renditions. 

One  thing  is  clear.  FAA  flight  logs  reveal 
the  plane,  which  now  bears  a  new  num¬ 
ber,  is  still  flying,  taking  off  regularly  from 
a  North  Carolina  airfield  that  the  New 
York  Times  has  linked  to  the  CIA. 

•  •  • 

We  spent  the  night  at  the  El  Dorado,  a 
garish  hotel-casino  that  happens  to  have 
cheap  rooms  and  wireless  Internet  ac¬ 
cess.  Now,  generally  speaking,  we’re  not 
big  on  gambling,  but  we  were  in  Reno, 
and  in  Reno  gambling  is  practically  a 
civic  responsibility,  so  we  decided  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  odds. 

Perhaps  this  is  all  just  strange  coinci¬ 
dence  —  what  appears  to  be  a  CIA  shell 
company  operating  out  of  the  office  of 
Peter  Laxalt,  brother  to  a  big-time  Wash¬ 
ington  powerbroker  who  counted  as  his 
friend  a  notorious  spymaster  and  former 
head  of  the  agency.  Maybe  Keeler  and 
Tate  is  a  thoroughly  legit  outfit. 

But  we  seriously  doubt  it.  When  you 
walk  into  a  situation  this  spooky,  there’s 
only  one  way  to  place  your  bet.  ❖ 

E-mail  A.C.  Thompson  at 
acthompson@hushmail.com  and  Trevor 
Paglen  at  tpaglen@berkeley.edu. 
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FREE  HAIR  TREATMENTS  WITH  EVERY  SERVICE 
BUMBLE  &  BUMBLE  TREATMENT  HAS  ARRIVED!! 

**COM  E  BY  FOR  YOUR  COMPLIMENTARY  HAIR 
TREATMENT  WITH  EVERY  HAIR  SERVICE!! 


HAPPY  HOLIDAY'S! 

AQUA  HOLIDAY  GIFT  IDEAL 


SOW  Biros.  AQUA  TSttBTS.  CALENDARS 
®  BOOKS.  KIDS  BOOKS.  COMPUTE 
SKATES.  BEANIES.  SCARVES  8  NOff 
CHECK  OyU5UASU8FSHOP.COM 


AQUA  on  Haight  1742  Knight  Shoot  ot  Cote  415.876.2782 


AQUA  nt  The  Bench  2838  Sloat  Blvd  415.242.9283 


BOGA 

Rug  Restoration 


20  Years  of  Experience! ! 
We’ll  also  buy  your  used  rugs! 
Free  pick-up  &  delivery 


(615)  520-9119 


cengizboga@ 

yahoo.com 


BIRKENSTOCK 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

is  moving 


We  will  be  closing  our  doors  on  December  31.  Come  in 
and  enjoy  huge  savings  on  select  shoes,  clogs  and  sandals. 

SHOES,  $84.99  OR  LESS* 

CLOGS,  $64.99  OR  LESS* 

SANDALS,  $44.99  OR  LESS* 

*Exclusions  may  apply. 

BIRKENSTOCK  SAN  FRANCISCO 
42  Stockton  Street  @  O'Farrell,  Union  Square 
415-989-2475  www.Birkenstockusa.com 


For  all  your  future  Birkenstock  needs  including  repair, 
visit  Birkenstock  Connection  in  Oakland. 

BIRKENSTOCK  OAKLAND  6012  College  Avenue 
510-658-9742  www.BirkenstockOak.com 

©2005  Birkenstock  Footprint  Sandals,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved. 


hair  pulling, neck  biting, 

primitive  screaming, 


heart 


time  stains  s« 
earth  shattering 


_  .  ^.Ultra-premium  toymaker 

Tantus.  Silicqne , 

is  coming  to  town 

Well,  coming  to  Good  Vibrations  actually.  Tantus  Silicone  will  be  adding 
big  discounts  to  their  products,  giving  away  3  huge  gift  bins  each  stuffed 
with  over  $323.00  worth  of  their  world-class  toys,  answering  questions, 
and  listening  to  your  needs  for  the  coming  year. 


So  come  on  by  and  visit  with  the  folks  at  Tantus  while  you  touch,  feel,  and  fondle  some 
of  the  best  toys  in  the  world.  And,  while  you're  at  it,  stuff  a  bag 
of  your  own,  over-flowing  with  Good  Vibrations  and  Tantus  goodies  for 
that  special  list  of  naughty  people  in  your  life 

The  Tantus  dates  and  times  in  stores  are  as  follows, 

12/14  :  Good  Vibrations,  Berkeley  :  5pm-7pm 
12/15  :  Good  Vibrations,  Polk  :  5pm-7pm 
12/17  :  Good  Vibrations,  Valencia  :  i2pm-2pm. 


The  Science  of  Sensation 
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alertSby  deborah  giattina 


ron mental  Justice.  Hold  the  wasteful  power 
company  to  the  next  planned  closure  date, 
in  March  2006.  4:30-6:30  p.m.,  PG&E  head¬ 
quarters,  77  Beale,  SF.  (415)  248-5010. 

Protect  sex  workers 

Thursday,  Dec.  15-Saturday,  Dec.  17,  attend 
a  community  discussion,  a  memorial  for 
slain  sex  workers,  a  panel  discussion  on  how 
to  end  violence  and  discrimination  against 
sex  workers,  and  a  vigil,  all  part  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Day  to  End  Violence  Against  Sex 
Workers,  which  has  expanded  this  year  to 
three  days  and  takes  place  in  30  cities  world¬ 
wide.  Memorial  and  community  discussion 
Thurs/15,  6:30-8:30  p.m.,  Berkeley  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Unitarian  Universalists,  1924  Cedar, 
Berk;  panel  Sat/ 17,  10  a.m.-2  p.m.,  YWCA, 
1515  Webster,  Oakl.;  vigil  at  dusk,  Civic  Cen¬ 
ter  Plaza,  Grove  and  Polk,  SF.  (415)  341-7656. 
To  volunteer  or  donate,  e-mail  robyn@ 
swop  -  usa.  org,  kelly@swop- usa.  org. 

Art  at  City  Hall 

Friday,  Dec.  16,  Sup.  Ross  Mirkarimi  invites  you 
to  attend  his  regular  art  opening,  this  month 
exhibiting  work  by  District  5  children  from 
neighborhood  youth  groups  Raising  the  Stan¬ 
dard,  Fulton  Street  Neighborhood  Fair,  and 
John  Muir  Community  Learning  Garden.  5- 
8  p.m.,  City  Hall,  1  Dr.  Carlton  B.  Goodlett  PL, 
Room  282.  Free.  (415)  554-7630. 

Wal-Mart  doc 

Friday,  Dec.  16,  find  out  just  how  much  Wal- 
Mart  costs  taxpayers  in  public  welfare  funds 
for  employees,  business-tax  breaks,  and  de¬ 
pleted  property  values  at  a  screening  of  Wal- 
Mart:  The  High  Cost  of  Low  Price,  an  inform¬ 
ative  and  harrowing  documentary  of  the  Wal- 
Martization  of  the  country.  7  p.m.,  Berkeley 
Fellowship  of  Unitarian  Universalists,  R.E. 
Building,  second  floor,  1606  Bonita,  Berk.  $10 
slid i ng  scale.  (510)  41 0-0638. 

Ecology  Center  benefit 

Saturday,  Dec.  17,  help  raise  money  for  the 
Ecology  Center  by  shopping  at  the  Berkeley 
Farmers  Market  Crafts  Fair,  which  features 
local  jewelers,  textile  makers,  potters,  and 
other  crafters.  Musicians  perform  all  day,  and 
the  Farmers  Market  serves  organic  meals. 
10  a.m.-4  p.m.,  MLK  Jr.  Civic  Center  Park, 
Center  and  MLK  Jr.  Way.  (510)  548-3333,  www 
.  ecologycenter.  org. 

Korean  strike  forum 

Sunday,  Dec.  18,  watch  a  video  about  the 
nine-day  general  strike  held  by  the  Korean 
Confederation  of  Trade  Unions  in  protest  of 
part-time  jobs  without  benefits,  and  discuss 
the  ramifications  during  a  forum  organized  by 
the  Bay  Area  Labor  Action  Coalition.  3  p.m.. 
Fellowship  of  Humanity,  390  27th  St,  Oakl. 
$3  donation  requested.  (415)  867-0628,  www 
.laboraction.org. 

Support  live  music 

Monday,  Dec.  19,  attend  a  rally  (organized 
by  the  Live  Music  Task  Force)  prior  to  a 
matinee  performance  of  the  Oakland  Bal¬ 
let's  Nutcracker,  which  will  be  performed  to 
prerecorded  music,  in  order  to  draw  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  decline  in  use  of  live  musical  ac¬ 
companiment  for  performances. 
12:30 p.m.-2  p.m.,  Paramount  Theatre,  2025 
Broadway,  Oakl.  (415)  575-0777,  ext.  308; 
www.livemusictaskforce.org. 

Media  critic  talk 

Tuesday,  Dec.  20,  author  Lila  Rajiva  discusses 
her  book  The  Language  of  Empire,  Abu  Ghraib 
and  the  American  Media  (Monthly  Review 
Press).  7 p.m.,  Niebyl- Proctor  Marxist  Library, 
6501  Telegraph,  Oakl.  (510)  658-1448,  www 
.newsandletters.org.  ❖ 

Mail  items  for  Alerts  to  the  Bay  Guardian  Build¬ 
ing,  135  Mississippi  St.,  SF,  CA  94107;  fax  to 
(415)  255-8762;  or  e-mail  alerts@sfbg.com. 
Please  include  a  contact  telephone  number.  Items 
must  be  received  at  least  one  week  prior  to  pub¬ 
lication  date.  Call  (415)  255-3100,  ext.  573,  for 
more  information.  For  more  events,  see  the  Ben¬ 
efits  listings  in  the  Calendar  section. 


Modem  African  times 

Wednesday,  Dec.  14,  see  Tableau  Ferraille,  a 
film  capturing  the  urban  life  of  Dakar  resi¬ 
dents,  as  part  of  the  “African  Metropolis”  se¬ 
ries,  which  aims  to  dispel  stereotypes  of 
Africans  as  impoverished  rural  people. 
7:30  p.tn.,  Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts,  701 
Mission,  SF.  $7,  $5  for  students  and  seniors. 
(415)  978-2787,  www.ybca.org. 

Art  and  peace 

Thursday,  Dec.  15,  artists  Judy  Gussmann  and 
Joy  Hilden  discuss  how  to  create  dialogue  on 


the  subject  of  the  Middle  East  and  how  dis¬ 
cussion  can  be  used  to  help  bring  about  peace, 
as  part  of  the  series  “Justice  Matters:  Artists 
Consider  Palestine.”  7 p.m.,  Berkeley  Art  Cen¬ 
ter,  1275  Walnut,  Berk.  Free.  (510)  644-6893, 
www. berkeleyartcenter.org. 

Groovy  activists 

Thursday,  Dec.  15,  two  of  the  Bay  Area’s  most 
notorious  ’60s  rabble-rousers.  Wavy  Gravy 
and  Diamond  Dave  Whitaker,  talk  about  how 
they  became  involved  in  countercultural 
movements,  at  the  latest  installment  of  the 


monthly  series  “So  How’d  You  Become  an 
Activist?”  7  p.tn.,  New  College  of  California, 
777  Valencia,  SF.  $5,  $3  for  students.  (415) 
927-1645. 

Racial  justice  party 

Thursday,  Dec.  15,  join  the  Center  for  Third 
World  Organizing  for  its  annual  year-end 
party,  with  performances  by  rapper  Jus 
Rhyme,  poet  Leroy  Moore,  DH  Soul  Se- 
lecta,  and  others.  8  p.m.,  1218  E.  21st  St., 
Oakl.  $10  suggested  donation.  (510)  533- 
7583,  ext.  21. 


Save  local  animals 

Thursday,  Dec.  15,  learn  about  efforts  to  pass 
a  resolution  through  the  Berkeley  City  Coun¬ 
cil  that  could  protect  endangered  species,  at  a 
slide  show  and  discussion.  7-9  p.m.,  Ecology 
Center,  2530  San  Pablo,  Berk.  Free.  (510)  548- 
2220,  ext.  233,  www.ecologycenter.org. 

Shut  it  down 

Thursday,  Dec.  15,  demand  Pacific  Gas  and 
Electric  Co.  finally  close  the  polluting  Hunters 
Point  power  plant,  at  a  protest  and  rally  or¬ 
ganized  by  Greenaction  for  Health  and  Envi- 


Looking  for  the  perfect  holiday  gift  for  that  outdoor  lover?  Luckily,  REI  has  outdoor  gear  and 
apparel  for  almost  every  activity:  hiking,  camping,  paddling,  cycling,  and  all  the  snow  sports 
too.  Plus  our  friendly  experts  can  help  you  pick  out  just  the  right  gift,  online  or  in  the  store. 
So  come  to  REI  or  visit  REI.com,  and  make  this  year's  "thank  you"  the  biggest  one  yet. 


San  Francisco  •  840  Brannan  (south  of  Market) . 

Berkeley  -  San  Pablo  &  Gilman . 

Corte  Madera  -  Town  Center  Corte  Madera . 

Concord  -  Willows  Shopping  Center . 

Fremont  -  Fremont  &  Auto  Mall  (next  to  Home  Depot™) 

San  Carlos  -  Brittan  Avenue  off  US  101 . 

Saratoga  -  El  Paseo  de  Saratoga  Plaza . 

Santa  Rosa  -  2715  Santa  Rosa  Avenue . 

Stores  Nationwide . 
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.  415-934-1938 
.  510-527-4140 
.  415-927-1938 
.  925-825-9400 
.  510-651-0305 
.  650-508-2330 
.  408-871-8765 
.  707-540-9025 
1-800-426-4840 


GIFTS  AS  GREAT 

— <  AS  THE  OUTDOORS  — 


Met 

www.rei.com 


cr>-- 

R^I 

Hair  and  Body  Salon 

Offering  15%  off  gift  certificates 


1251  Howard  Street  (bet  8'  St.  &  9  aSt.)  San  Francisco  (SOMA) 


#  FUTONS  &  BEYOND  C 


Visit  our  retail  store  at 
726  15th  Street  @  Potrero 
(415)  552-4399 
Open  Wed-Sat  1  Oam  -  5pm 


ARTIST 

Xchange 

44-444< 


DATES/TIMES: 

SAT  DEC  3RD.  I2P-6P 
SAT.  DEC  IOTP,  /2P-6P 
SAT.  DEC  T7TP,  f2P-6P 
SAT.  DEC  24TU.  t2P-6P 


t/oi/p/ir  G/rr  fa/k 

Local  ansa  aitiiAtA  6 

orm-ofta-kind.  /umdmade/c/iafted  gift  CtemA  dinectlg  to 
gou.  Avoid  t/m  crowded  mallA  &  dto/i  tocallg  tliA  dotidag 
AeaAon.  Local  ant  makeA  a  wondeftftl  gift. 

LOCATION:  ARTIST-XCHANGE 
3169  I6TM  ST,  $F  (BET  GUERERRO  S  VALENC/A) 

PHONE:  415-864-1490 

Fnm  AdmiAMm 

WEB:  WWW.ARTIST-XCHAN6E.COM 


Be  original.. .make  your  own  gifts 
this  holiday  season.  Something  your 
loved  ones  are  sure  to  treasure! 


Bring  this  ad  and  receive  15%  off  your  purchase 


mono  naps 

(415)  861-1685 


*  Beads  *  Semi-precious 

*  Crystals  beads  &  stones 

*  Findings  *  Fresh  water  pearls 

*  Stampings  *  Sterling  silver 

*  Tools  &  Books  *  Chains 


THE 

BRITISH 

GROCERY 

Just  British  Food 
&  Gift  ware 


tvww.britshoppe.com 
Order  online  today! 

Christmas  Fare 
Christmas  Treats 
Christmas  Crackers 
Chocolates  •  Sweets 
Devon  Cream  •  Biscuits 
Jams  •  Teas  &  Teapots 


This  Christmas,  have  SOM  fun! 
What's  in  your  stocking  this  year?  If  you  are 
a  fun  loving,  stylish  city  gilt  it's  the  lastest 
tea  We  have  the  best  at  State  of  Mind. 
Enjoy  free  ground  shipping  on  orders  over 
$100  during  the  holiday  season 

For  a  complimentary  catalog  contact  us  at 

866-201-0247 


HoMDfty  5&saar! 

home  ddcor  *  gifts  •  poster  art 

This  November  &  December  only 
experience  a  creative  and  artistic 
alternative  to  corporate  retail! 


Tea  and  Polo  Shoppe 

falto  and  an 
old  worn  Sotting  mold  JiA 
gwJidought 

MENTION  AD  FORA 

FREE  POT  OF  TEA 

"a life 

(415)  751-9275 


Step  into  a 

Legend 


.  Golden  Bear 
Sportswear 


0%  INTEREST  FOR  36  MONTHS 


2057  MARKET  ST.  SF  CA  94114  (ACROSS  FROM  SAFEWAY) 
415.252.5100  www.futonsandbeyond.com 


Factory  outlet  holiday  specials 

(great  prices  until  Christmas) 
Men's  and  women's 
leather  6  suede  outerwear 

200  Potrero  Avenue  @  1 5th  street 

Son  Francisco 
let  (415)  863-6171 
Hours:  Mon  -  Ihur  9-5  pm 
Fri  9-4  pm 


fktWrUBPEDtC 
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PERSONNEL  AGENCY 


ACCEPTING  CLIENTS 
AND  ASSOCIATES 

Temporary  &  Direct  Hire  Staffing 
Corporate  &  Non-Profit 

San  Francisco  Examiner 
Voted  "Best  Employment  Agency"  2004 

CALL:  (415)  546-4500 


717  MARKET  ST.,  STE.  224,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 
FAX  415-546-0926  •  EMAIL:  JAGENCY@PACBELL.NET 
VISIT  US  AT:  WWW.JACKSONPERSONNEL.COM 


eyedare  optometric 

3199  -  16th  Street  @  Guerrero 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
415-241-0240 


Holiday  Sale 


20%  to  70%  OFF 

select  merchandise* 


Make  your  Flex  dollars  go 
further  with  us! 


NEIGHBORHOOD  BUSINESS 


Secondhand  news 


Label-conscious  shoppers,  say  hello  to  bargains  at  Goodbyes 
and  the  Designer  Consigner.  By  Brigid  Gaffikin 


For  the  past  five  years,  Sheri  Katz  has  en¬ 
joyed  perusing  the  stock  of  used  clothing  at 
Goodbyes  (3483  Sacramento,  SF.  415-674- 
0151)  in  search  of  hidden  treasures.  Her 
best  discovery  was  difficult-to-find  knitwear 
by  Irish  designer  Lainey  Keogh.  But  Katz  is  equal¬ 
ly  thrilled  by  more  mainstream  designer  labels  here, 
like  ChaneL  “The  prices  are  right  They  keep  it  real,” 
she  said  during  a  recent  visit  to  the  shop. 

Just  down  the  street  at  the  Designer  Consigner 
(3525  Sacramento,  SF.  415-440-8664),  a  regular 
customer  said  excitedly,  “I’ve  found  my  body- 
double  here,”  —  meaning  someone  who’s  her 
exact  size  is  consigning  regularly  to  the  store. 

She  was  there  on  a  sunny  fall  day  with  a  friend 
from  New  York,  who  busily  admired  the  fit  of  a 
sleek  black  Gucci  jacket  in  one  of  the  store’s  huge, 
gold-framed  mirrors.  Having  worked  in  retail, 
this  customer  (who  wouldn’t  give  her  name  for  fear 
of  competition  from  her  same-size  friends)  is 
picky  about  where  she  shops,  and  this  second¬ 
hand  store  meets  her  high  standards.  “The  clothes 
are  clean,  the  staff  terrific,”  she  attested. 

As  it  turns  out,  when  it  comes  to  clothing,  the 
well-heeled  are  champion  recyclers.  And  at  stores 
like  Goodbyes  and  the  Designer  Consigner,  thrifty 
shoppers  can  save  between  50  and  80  percent  off 
retail  prices  for  choice  designer  outfits  once  worn 
by  consigners  who  paid  full  price. 

Goodbyes,  a  Presidio  Heights  fixture  for  around  15  years,  has 
three  oudets  along  a  busy  block  of  Sacramento  Street  The  women’s 
store  is  bursting  at  the  seams:  Close  to  50  racks  of  clothing  jostle  for 
space,  and  almost  every  shelf  and  cabinet  displays  accessories  like 
bags,  socks,  scarves,  and  jewelry. 

There  are  always  at  least  six  racks  of  designer  labels,  according 
to  owner  Margaret  Hensley.  But  on  a  recent  visit,  there  were  at  least 
twice  as  many.  Pants  by  Burberry,  Marc  Jacobs,  and  Dolce  and  Gab- 
bana  were  $42,  $68,  and  $89,  respectively,  less  than  Banana  Republic 
prices  for  clothes  that  retail  for  as  much  as  six  times  more. 

Hensley,  a  30-year  veteran  of  the  used  clothing  business,  was 
surprised  when  asked  about  a  generous  rack  of  Chanel  at  the  front 
of  the  store.  This  sort  of  consignment,  of  labels  that  retail  at  out¬ 
rageous  prices,  is  quite  routine,  she  explained.  Many  sellers  reg¬ 
ularly  rotate  their  wardrobes  and  bring  their  “old”  outfits  to 
Goodbyes.  Other  clothes  are  brought  in  by  people  who  work  in 
retail  outlets  like  Saks,  Neiman  Marcus,  and  designer  boutiques. 


Ready  to  wean  Brenda  Alessandria,  co-owner  of  the  Designer  Consigner,  fills 
the  racks  at  her  shop’s  Presidio  Heights  location. 

Because  they  have  to  wear  the  current  season’s  clothes,  they 
consign  barely  used  items  several  times  a  year. 

Women’s  shoes  at  Goodbyes  are  an  extraordinary  world  of 
their  own:  Rows  of  Salvatore  Ferragamo  and  Gucci  line  the  chang¬ 
ing  room  at  the  back  of  the  store,  some  in  such  good  shape  it  seems 
they’ve  been  discarded  accidentally.  Most  shoes  there,  like  Miu  Miu 
and  Prada,  are  in  great  condition  and  cost  between  $65  and  $130. 

The  Goodbyes  men’s  store  (3464  Sacramento,  SF.  415-346- 
6388)  is  much  smaller  than  the  women’s  store  but  just  as  jammed, 
albeit  with  a  more  exclusively  designer  selection.  In  late  October, 
suits  by  Paul  Smith  and  Ermenegildo  Zegna  were  each  $266.25, 
roughly  a  quarter  their  typical  retail  price.  Although  most  men’s 
shoes  were  more  obviously  worn  than  the  women’s,  a  virtually 
new  pair  of  chocolate  brown  suede  Hermes  loafers  was  a  (rela¬ 
tive)  bargain  at  $190. 

Hensley  organizes  the  stock  in  each  Goodbyes  store  with  a 
sharp  eye.  Anytfiing  that  lingers  more  than  30  days  is  whisked  to 


Miserable  movies  There’s  no  need  to  whisper 
during  Bad  Movie  Night  at  the  Dark  Room  Theatre  (2263  Mis¬ 
sion,  SF.  415-401  -7987,  www.darkroomsf.com.)  For  five  bucks 
you  get  to  enjoy  a  guaranteed-to-be-painful  movie,  free  pop¬ 
corn,  banjo-playing,  and  the  commentary  of  selected  hosts.  Up¬ 
coming  Sunday  night  screenings  include  It’s  a  Wonderful  Life, 
on  Dec.  18,  Gigli,  on  Jan.  1 5,  and  Bad  Porn  Night,  exact  selec¬ 
tion  TBA,  on  Jan.  29.  Guests  are  encouraged  to  yell  at  the  screen 
and  BY0B.  (Kristina  Peterson) 

Bustling  in  Bernal  Even  on  a  quiet  night  in  Bernal 
Heights,  the  recently  reopened  Chaise  Lounge  (309  Cort¬ 
land,  SF.  41 5-401  -0952)  is  packed  for  the  Wednesday  Ladies’ 
Night  crush.  Bar  manager  Dre  Pino  describes  the  former 
Charlie's  Club  as  “a  new  hotspot  that  is  lesbian  friendly” 
and  also  welcoming  of  pets  at  times.  Enjoy  good,  long  weekday 
happy  hours  from  5  to  8  p.m.  (Peterson) 

Got  a  tip?  E-mail  biztips@sfbg.com. 


a  markdown  Goodbyes  store  (3462  Sacramento,  SF.  415-346- 
6388)  and  its  price  cut  by  25  percent. 

The  other  branch  of  the  Designer  Consigner  (563  Sutter,  SF. 
415-362-3793)  could  easily  be  mistaken  for  one  of  downtown’s 
sleek,  high-end  boutiques.  Brenda  Alessandria  and  business 
.  partner  Cheryl  Lund  know  what  they’re  doing,  having  worked 
in  high-end  retail  before  founding  the  store,  nine  years  ago. 

Though  both  branches  emphasize  designer  brands,  each  is  also 
dotted  with  more  mainstream  labels  like  Ann  Taylor.  “We  try  to 
boutique  it,”  Alessandria  says.  Unbelievably,  a  Louis  Vuitton 
peach  silk  blouse  was  priced  at  $90,  and  a  rust-colored  wool  Prada 
pantsuit  at  $395.. 

Nothing’s  perfect,  of  course.  Anyone  with  a  flush  closet  can 
consign  clothes,  so  alongside  the  Prada  and  Gucci  in  these  stores 
hang  slick  but  not-so-young  designer  labels  like  St.  John  and 
Jaeger  as  well  as  the  somewhat  bizarre,  like  a  bright  orange, 
double-breasted  Escada  skirt  suit.  But  in  the  world  of  used 
clothing,  this  is  surely  the  whole  point.  ❖ 

Brigid  Gaffikin  is  a  Bay  Area  writer  who  hates  shopping  but  loves 
a  bargain.  Contact  her  at  brigidgaffikin@yahoo.com. 


GUARDIAN  PHOTO  BY  LORI  SPEARS 


Saturday,  December  17th 
12pm-5pm  -  Free  Admission 


techsploitatioriby  annalee  newitz 

Maui 

drowning? 

V  ■  can  see  why  they  colonized  this  place,”  Jesse  says  to  me  as  we  watch  the 
"  I  sun  setting  over  the  tropical  Pacific.  “It’s  just  so  pretty.” 

I  mull  this  over  as  the  people  around  us  —  all  Westerners,  mosdy 
I  speaking  English  —  start  drifting  back  to  their  cars  from  the  grassy  look- 
I  out  where  we’re  drowning  in  orange  light.  I've  been  swimming  in  the 
tidewaters  so  much  the  past  few  days  that  whenever  I  sit  down,  I  get  this  phan¬ 
tom  tide  feeling  and  sway  slightly  back  and  forth. 

■  We’re  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  on  a  figure  eight— shaped  landmass  called  Maui 
—  you  may  have  heard  of  it.  Annexed  by  the  United  States  back  in  1900,  it  became 
a  state  in  1959.  A  lot  of  land  on  Maui  is  controlled  by  two  companies  with  quaint, 
colonial,  we-steal-raw-materials  names:  Maui  Land  and  Pineapple  and  Hawaiian 
Commercial  and  Sugar.  The  former  is  mostly  a  land  developer  these  days  (there’s  a 
lot  of  money  to  be  made  building  resorts  here),  while  the  latter  still  oversees  vast 
sugarcane  farms  and  the  incredibly  stinky  Pu’unene  sugar  mill. 

HC&S  also  uses  a 

huge  amount  of  the  Growing  up,  I  thought  beach 
w?!er  °"  *e  lsland’  towns  were  places  to  score 

which  has  become  a  1 

problem  of  late,  owing  pot  and  play  games, 
to  droughts  and  a 

growing  human  population.  When  these  companies  were  first  setting  up  shop 
here,  about  100  years  ago,  the  island’s  main  source  of  income  was  hardly 
tourism.  But  it  is  now,  which  is  why  Jesse  and  1  were  able  to  return  from  our 
sunset  adventure  to  a  freshly  built  condo  in  Kihei,  one  of  the  island’s  most  rapid¬ 
ly  developing  areas.  It’s  also  why  Maui  Land  and  Pineapple  is  less  interested  in 
tasty  fruits  than  it  is  in  creating  creepy  pseudo-eco  resorts  like  Kapalua. 

Located  on  the  mostly  uninhabited  northern  tip  of  the  island,  Kapalua  is  all 
golf  courses,  four-star  hotels,  condos,  and  neatly  trimmed  “natural  areas.”  After 
we  drove  the  jagged  road  around  the  eastern  island  to  reach  it,  past  stacks  of  vol¬ 
canic  rocks  and  a  few  working-class  towns,  Kapalua  was  like  an  alien  infestation 
of  suburban  wealth.  It’s  the  sort  of  spot  that  reminds  you  of  the  evil  side  of  eco- 
tourism:  The  wild  landscape  is  converted  into  something  suburban  and  generic. 

But  so  much  about  Maui  tugs  in  the  opposite  direction  —  despite  (or  perhaps 
because  of)  bitter  political  fights  about  land  development  and  water  resources, 
the  island  still  seems  surprisingly  unmolested.  Sure,  there  are  Starbucks  and 
Costcos  and  SUVs  filling  out  the  parking  lots  at  every  beach.  And  it  was  only  in 
the  late  1970s  that  the  state  government  officially  attempted  to'  revive  its  natives’ 
cultures  by  creating  schools  and  cultural  programs  that  teach  the  Hawaiian  lan¬ 
guage  and  customs.  So  yeah,  colonialism  is  still  alive  and  well  here,  from  the 
dominant  landowning  corporations  to  the  dominant  culture. 

And  yet  something  else  is  alive  here  too:  a  culture  of  eco-preservationism  the 
likes  of  which  I’ve  never  seen  anywhere  else  in  the  United  States.  I’m  a  city  kind 
of  person,  so  I’m  perpetually  astounded  by  the  extent  to  which  tourism  has  not 
yet  eroded  the  wildlife  here.  I  grew  up  in  a  region  of  southern  California  whose 
seaside  beauty  should  rival  Hawaii’s,  but  doesn’t.  The  beaches  are  polluted,  and 
the  seaside  towns  are  caked  in  garbage.  Growing  up,  I  thought  beach  towns  were 
places  to  score  pot  and  play  games.  They  were  hardly  for  communing  with 
nature  —  whatever  the  hell  that  might  be. 

Here  on  Maui,  nature  can  still  be  found,  despite  human  intervention.  But  the 
next  few  years  could  usher  in  profound  changes.  The  Maui  County  Council  is 
pretty  cozy  with  Maui  Land  and  Pineapple,  and  that  might  mean  relaxed  regula¬ 
tions  on  development.  More  people  are  moving  here  from  the  US  mainland, 
squeezing  out  local  native  culture  and  sucking  up  the  already  depleted  freshwa¬ 
ter.  Unfortunately,  many  developers  believe  tourists  want  malls  and  housing 
developments  that  look  like  what  they  have  “back  home.”  So  the  trend,  especially 
in  Kihei,  is  toward  suburbanization. 

But  it  doesn’t  have  to  be  this  way.  Groups  like  Maui  Tomorrow,  which  pushes 
for  affordable  housing  and  eco-friendly  land  use,  are  working  to  keep  Maui  the 
way  it  is.  What  I  hope  is  that  the  island’s  local  government  will  realize  it  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  make  money  on  tourism  if  natural  spaces  are  preserved  as  they  are  —  and 
not  turned  into  Kapalua-like  monstrosities.  Tourists,  the  island’s  bread  and  butter, 
don’t  want  McDonald’s  —  they  want  to  play  with  sea  turtles  and  eat  local  fish. 

I’m  about  to  watch  another  sunset  on  an  unpolluted  south  Maui  beach.  1 
hope  people  in  300  years  will  see  the  same  view.  ❖ 

Annalee  Newitz  (nosugarplease@techsploitation.corn)  is  a  surly  media  nerd  who 
likes  the  striped  fish  almost  as  much  as  the  polka-dotted  ones,  but  not  quite.  Her  col¬ 
umn  also  appears  in  Metro,  Silicon  Valley's  weekly  newspaper. 


Winter  Trunk  Sale  @ 
Levy  Art  <&?  Architecture 

3361  Mission  St. 

(Between  29th  &?  30th) 

www.10d.com 

Art  by  Heather  Robinson 

Jewelry  -  Textuks  - 
Ilxai.  Designer  Gxtihing  - 
Custom  Rondure  - 
Journals 


Fkatuhiw: 

Pailv  ;rai*i  i  B<  >t  rriQUK 
GyPSYUHCG.OTIUNG 
Rkhixx  a  Ovkumvnn 
Sharon  Spain 
Brim  jaw  Bindery 
SidfCar  FunNiTtinic 
Twfi.vk  Di. signs 
Gxjkik’s  CriaTions 
GaroijnfLomha 
Threads  by  Cho-Cho 


Whttt-e  Oddity  it  Commodity 


illlLUJjjLUlAlk 


tOCAlMADC 

att prints,  t-shirts 


CLASS  STARTS 
JANUARY  9TH! 
FOUR  MONTH  PROGRAM 


BECIME  A  PERSONAL  FITNESS  TRAINER 
AND  GET  IN  SHAPE 
WHILE  60ING  TO  SCHOOL 

S00  HOUR/ 6  MONTH  PROGRAM 

Includes  200  Hours  of  Hands-on  Gym  Time 
Job  Placement  Assistance 
100  Hours  of  Cutting  Edge  Nutrition 
State  Approved  Vocational  Reltab  Program! 


LOW  INTEREST 
FINANCING  AVAILABLE 


TNI  NATIONAL  PERSONAL 
TRAINING  INSTITUTE 


The  Premier  Personal 
Training  School  In  the  Nation 

DAY  &  EVENING  ClASSES 

Open  House  Saturday 
Dec„17th  10am-2pm 

2164  MARKET  STREET. 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA 


(050)455-2671 


«Al 


NationalPersonalTraininglnstitute.com 


It’s  Just  Lunch  directors: 


Leslie 

Gonzalez 


SAN  FRANCISCO  415.989.9500 

www.itsjustlunchsanfrancisco.com  •  Over  85  locations  worldwide. 


Do  you  feel  like  you're  the  only  one  who's  single? 


You’re  not!  We  have  thousands  of  clients  who  are  just  waiting 
to  ineel  a  quality  single  like  you.  We  will  find  out  who  you  are 
looking  to  meet,  then  set  you  up  on  a  date  for  lunch  or  drinks 
after  work.  We  take  care  of  all  the  details,  all  you  have  to  do  is 
show  up.  Call  today.  Date  tomorrow. 


Dating  for  busy  professionals® 


Even  the  IT  guy 
has  a  date  to  the 
office  party. 
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FREE  BRAKE 
INSPECTION 


INCLUDES: 

•  Change  Engine  Oil  &  Filler  f 

(wiln  Pennzoil-up  lo  5  quarts)  l 

•  Lube  Chassis  (if  applicable)  ''■> 

•  Check  All  Fluid  Levels 

•  Check  Tire  Pressure 

•  Inspect  Wiper  Blodes 

Indudes  Wosle  Disposol  •  Most  Cors  and  Light  tracks 

With  this  ad.  Expiresl2/28/05  SFBG 


CLOSE 

TO 


VOTED  BEST  AUTO  SERVICE  FOR  THIRD 
STRAIGHT  YEAR  BY  SF  WEEKLY  READERS! 


BSHHHS  NISSAN  ^  _ 

® ACURA  JeeP  SATURN 


DODGE  VOLVO 

[Tsuzul 


irsaxoa  subaru 

® TOYOTA  W 


SUGGESTED  FACTORY  MAINTENANCE  SCHEDULE 


7500  MILE  SERVICE 

Suggested  Intervals-  7,500/  22,000/  37,500/ 
52,000/  97,500/  112,500/  127,500  MILES 

Typically  includes  the  following  services: 

•Change  Engine  Oil  &  Filler  (with  Pennzoil  up  to  5  quarts) 
•Check  &  Top  Off  All  Fluids 
•Lubricate  Chassis  (if  applicable) 

•Check  Air  Filler 

•Inspect  Front  &  Repair  Brakes 

•Inspect  Belts 

•Inspect  Hoses 

•Set  Proper  Tire  Air  Pressure 

•Rotate  Tires 

•Inspect  CV  Boots  &  Drive  Axles 
•Inspect  Wiper  Blods 
•Rood  Test 


Starting  As  Low  As 


15,000  MILE  SERVICE 

SUGGESTED  INTERVALS-  15,000/  45,000/ 
75,000  105,000/  135,000  MILES 


•Replace  Engine  Oil  Filter 
(with  Pennzoil  5  quarts) 
•Check  &  Top  Off  All 
Fluids 

•Lubricate  Chassis  (if 
applicable) 

•Reploce  Air  Filler 
•Replace  Spark  Plugs’ 
•Adjust  Idle  Speed  (if 
applicable) 

•Inspect  Front  &  Rear 
Brakes 

•dean  &  Adjust  Rear 
Brakes  (if  applicable) 
•Inspect  Brake  Lines  & 
Hoses 

•Adjust  Parking  Brake  (if 
needed) 

•Inspect  Bells 
•Inspect  Hoses 


•Set  Proper  Tire  Air 
Pressure 
•Rotate  Tires 
•Service  Battery 
•Check  Engine  Timing 
(if  applicable) 

•Inspect  CV  Bools  &  Drive 
Axles 

•Inspect  Suspensions 
•Inspect  Steering  System 
•Lubricate  Hinges,  Locks  & 
Latches 

•Inspect  Exhaust  System 
•Check  Exterior  Lights 
•Inspect  Wiper  Blads 
•Road  Test  Vehicle 


Starting  As  Low  As 


30,000  MILE  SERVICE 

SUGGESTED  INTERVALS-  30,000/  60,000/  90,000 
120,000  MILES 

Typically  includes  the  following  services: 


•Reploce  Engine  Oil  Filler 
(with  Pennzoil  up  lo  5  quarts) 
•Rotate  Tires 

•Adjust  Steering  Gear  Box 
(jf  applicable) 

•Lubricate  Chassis 
(if  applicable) 

•Reploce  Air  Filler 
•Inspect  Front  &  rear  Brakes 
•Replace  Spark  Plugs' 

I  «Oean  &  Adjust  Rear  Brakes 
(if  applicable) 

I  •Adjust  Idle  Speed 
,  (if  applicable) 

•  •Adjust  Parking  Brake 

■  (if  needed) 

1  »Reploce  Spark  Plugs* 

|  •Inspect  Calipers,  Rotors  & 

Drums 

f  »Reploce  Transmission  Fluid 
.  •Inspect  Brake  Lines  &  Hoses 
I  ‘Reploce  Brake  Fluid 

■  •Check  &  Adjust  Quid) 

1  (if  needed) 

I  ‘Reploce  Coolant 
•Inspect  CV  Boots  &  Drive 
|  Axles  Starting  1 

I 


•Reploce  Axle  Fluid 
(if  applicable) 

•Inspect  Exhoust  System 
(if  applicable) 

•Check  &  Adjust  Engine  liming  | 
(if  applicable) 

•Inspect  Steering  System 
•Inspect  &  Lubricate 
Suspension 

•Inspect  &  Adjust  Belts  (if 
needed) 

•Check  Exterior  lights 
•Pressure  Test  Cooling  System 
•Inspect  Wiper  Blodes 
•Inspect  Hoses  &  Clomps 
•Rood  Test  Vehide 
•Inspect  Heating  &  Cooling 
Systems 

•Service  Battery  &  Connections  I 
•Test  Charging  System 
•Service  Battery  &  Connections  J 
•Test  Charging  Systems 
•Set  Proper  Tire  Air  Pressun 


'Vons,  Mid  Engines,  6  &  8  Cylinder  Engines  oond  4X4's  EXTRA.  Platinum  Plugs,  Synthetic  Oil,  limited  Slip  ond  Valve  adjustments  additional  cost  +  Price  and  Service  listings  shown  ore  for  typical  4 
cylinder  American  &  Import  cors  ond  light  trucks.  Your  vehicle  price  ond  service  moy  vary  depending  on  manufacturer's  recommendations.  With  Ad.  Expires  12/28/05  SFBG 


INCLUDES: 

•Installing  new  top  quality  pads’  or  shoes 
•Apply  anti-squeak  treatment  on  pads 
•Inspect  rotors  ond  drums 
•Inspect  master  cylinder,  wheel  cylinder, 
hoses  and  calipers 

•Repack  wheel  bearings  (if  applicable) 

•Top  off  broke  fluid 

•Adjust  parking  brake  (if  needed) 

•Tire  rotation  upon  request 
•Road  lest 


*semi-metollic  pads  extra. 

Machining  colon  or  drums  extro 

Prices  for  your  vehicle  moy  vary. 

Coll  for  details. 

W'rth  this  ad.  Expires  12/28/05  SFBG 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL 

STARTING  AS  LOW  AS 


TIMING  BELTS 

STARTING  AS  LOW  AS 


FRONT  WHEEL  DRIVE  INCLUDED 

INCLUDES 


•New  pressure  plate 
•Inspect  front  axles  & 
driveshaft 
•New  dutch  disk 
•Inspect  output  shaft 
seals 

•New  throw-out  bearing 
•Inspect  rear  main  seal 
•New  pilot  bearing  (if 
applicable) 

•Road  test 

•Adjust  linkage  or  cable 
•Lifetime  adjustments 
•Drain  and  refill  trans¬ 
mission  with  new  fluid 
•Inspect  Hydraulic 
System  (if  applicable) 


STATE 

of-the-art 

EQUIPMENT 


WARRANTY: 

*1  YEAR, 
12,000  Miles 
ON  LABOR 

2  YEARS 
20,000  Miles 
ON  PARTS 


*Price  shown  is  for  a 
bask  four  cylinder 
American  and  Import 
car  or  light  truck. 

Expires  12/28/05  SFBG 


Why  You  Need  To  Replace 
The  Timing  Belt 

Most  manufacturers  recommend 
relating  every  60,000  miles  or 
six  years.  If  the  timing  belt 
breaks  it  could  cause  serious 
engine  damage. 

‘Price  shown  is  for  typical  four  cylinder  Americon  & 
Import  car  or  light  truck.  Prices  for  your  vehicle  moy 
vory.  Call  for  details. 

With  this  od.  Expires  12/28/05  SFBG 


INCLUDES: 

•Installing  new  GATES  timing  bell 
•Inspect  accessory  bells 
•Check  &  adjust  timing  (if  applicable) 
•Inspect  water  pump 
•Inspect  conkshafl  seols 
•Inspect  crankshafl  seols 
•Inspect  tensioners  &  idlers 
•Rood  Test 


Don't 
Let  This 
Happen 
To  You! 


Foreign  and  domestic 

’4  Cylinder  (6-8  cylinder  costs  extro) 


o' 

DOUI BRAKE  &  WHEEL 
DttVf  SERVICE  CENTER 


3260  26™St  •  San  Francisco  285-2439 

(Btwn  Folsom  &  So.  Van  Ness)  •  Open  M-F 7-5:30, Sal.  7-3:30  visit  us  at  www.citysearch.com/sfo/bwservice 

StATM]  ONE  DAY  SERVICE  ON  MOST  CARS! 

SOMETIMES  ADDITIONAL  PARTS  &  LABOR  MAY  BE  NEEDED  TO  COMPLETE  THE  JOB  PROPERLY.  COST  MAY  BE  SUBSTANTIAL 


"Best  Source  for  Beautiful  Skin" 

Featuring  the  best  technology. _  _ Edwin  Yuen,  M.D. 


New  Year  (Resolution 
# 007  -  Loo^lO  Years 
Younger 

Botox -$250 

Offer  expires  01/31/06.  Not  valid  with  other  offers 


BEFORE  AFTER 


Restylane  $400 
Obagi  Vit  C  20%  Serum-NEW 


Free  Consultation 

►  Sculptura  ►Botox®  ►Obagi 

►  Laser  Hair  Removal  ►  Mesotherapy 

►  Laser  Facial  Rejuvenation  $395 

(Superior  to  intense  pulse  light  therapy)  One  laser  Treatment 

equals  5-6  IPL  Treatments 

►  Varicose  Vein  Removal 


Ocean  Medical  Clinic  www.OceanMedicalClinic.com 
199  Ocean  Ave.  760  Market  St.  Suite  408  Win  Ff6B  TfiD 
San  Francisco  94112  San  Francisco,  94102  . 

(415)585-7771  M-ita  oqr.777t  HUterinUfla 


San  Francisco.  94102 

(415)296-7777 


Offer  expires  1/31/06. 


Special  Offer  -  35%  OFF 

Microdermabrasion  with  Multi-vitamin  Facial  & 
Vitamin  C  20%  Anti-aging  Treatment  -  $125 
Ocean  Medical  Clinic  (415)  585-7300  Regular  Price  $200. 


//  amencan. 

0  sew  star 


Watch  aspiring  adult  film 
stars  compete  LIVE,  then 
pick  your  favorite! 


Make  your  vote  count  at 

AmericanSexStar.com 


TUNE  IN  FRIDAY 
DECEMBER  16th 
9pm  ET  /  10pm  PT 

Only  on  Playboy  TV! 

Call  your  local  cable 
or  satellite  provider  to 
order  Playboy  TV  or 

log  on  to 
PtoyboyTV.com 


©2005  Playboy.  All  rights  reserved.  PLAYBOY  TV  and 


trademarks  of  Playboy.  PLAYBOY  TV. 


*• 
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alt.sex.columriby  andrea  nemerson 

Blow  me 
down 

Dear  Andrea: 

I  have  a  coworker  who  claims  she  reaches  orgasm  on  a  regular  basis  while 
performing  oral  sex  on  her  husband.  They  don’t  have  intercourse  very  often 
—  and  when  they  do  he  prefers  rear-entry,  which  she  says  does  nothing  for 
her.  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  believe  she  reaches  orgasms  simply  by  perform¬ 
ing  oral  sex  on  him.  Is  it  physically  possible?  She  claims  she  doesn’t  touch  herself 
while  performing  oral  sex  nor  does  he  touch  her.  Please  clear  this  up  for  me. 

Love, 

Curious,  or  maybe  Jealous 

Dear  Maybe: 

I  can't  explain  this  physiologically  in  any  very  persuasive  manner  except  to  say  that 
there  are  people,  many  of  them  women,  who  can  orgasm  with  no  physical  stimulation 
whatsoever.  I  think  it's  far  more  likely  that  she  is  one  of  these  than  that  she  has  such 
incredibly  sexually  responsive  oral  mucosa  that  the  faintest  glancing  graze  of  penis 
across  her  lips  and  tongue  can  send  her  off.  They  did  make  a  movie  about  that,  you 
know  (well  OK,  the  even  less  believable  premise  there  was  that  the  woman’s  clitoris 
was  in  her  throat  —  deep  in  her  throat,  if  you  follow  me).  The  physical  stimulation 
gained  by  giving  a  blow  job  is  not  going  to  get  anyone  off,  but  it  is  possible  that  the 
Vulcan  mind-meld  a  motivated  blower  can  sometimes  form  with  a  particular  blowee 
might  be  powerful  enough  to  get  the  job  done. 

I  wouldn’t  waste  too  much  jealousy  on  this  particular  coworker,  though,  since  her 
sex  life  actually  sounds  a  little  tiny  bit  grim  to  me.  Yes,  it's  extremely  nice  that  she 
can  come  from  giving  him  head,  but  if  you  really  think  about  it,  she’d  better  come 
from  giving  him  head,  since  there  really  isn’t  much  else  going  on  for  her  there.  They 
have  rare,  unsatisfactory  intercourse,  which  he  insists  on  performing  in  a  fashion 
that  leaves  her  cold,  and  he  doesn’t  seem  much  interested  in  doing  anything  else  that 
might  directly  benefit  her,  at  least  in  bed.  So,  either  she  has  managed  a  rytlly  spec¬ 
tacular  feat  of  mind  over  matter  in  order  to  salvage  her  sex  life  (and,  perhaps,  her 
marriage),  or  she’s  lying.  Why  a  mere  officemate  would  go  out  of  her  way  either  to 
inform  you  that  she’s  capable  of  a  peculiar,  though  certainly  useful,  sexual  stunt,  or 
to  waste  your  time  and  her  own  by  making  up  such  a  thing,  I  can’t  imagine. 

Love, 

Andrea 

Dear  Andrea: 

I  have  this  very  powerful  desire  to  watch  my  woman  give  oral  to,  and  have  inter¬ 
course  with,  another  man.  It’s  what  turns  me  on  more  than  anything.  She  finally 
says  she’ll  go  through  with  it  (if  she’s  drunk  enough),  but  I  feel  unhealthy  and 
bad  about  thinking  about  it  so  much.  Is  this  somewhat  normal,  and  should  we 
really  go  through  with  it?  I’m  afraid  if  we  don’t  ever  go  through  with  it,  I’ll  never 
stop  thinking  about  it.  Any  advice  would  be  great! 

Love, 

Dreamer 

Dear  Dream: 

OK,  then,  my  advice  is  don’t,  at  least  not  yet.  It’s  not  that  I'm  against  threesomes  or 
voyeurism  or  pretty  much  any  other  consensual  act  no  matter  how  (dis) tasteful;  it’s 
that  it  took  her  such  a  long  time  to  come  around  to  agreeing  to  this,  and  she’s 
unwilling  to  try  it  sober.  This  does  not  raise  a  red  flag  for  you?  It  does  for  me,  and 
that’s  what  I’m  here  for.  In  fact,  now  that  I  think  about  it,  I  spot  another  one:  You 
yourself  admit  to  feeling  guilty  for  dwelling  on  this  so  much.  You  guys  are  a  mess. 
You’re  two  messes.  Don’t  mess  with  this  until  you're  less  so. 

There’s  also  the  question  of  logistics.  If  life  were  a  porno,  this  sort  of  thing 
would  be  easy:  Some  guy  would  show  up  and  your  wife  could  blow  him,  or  your 
wife  (girlfriend,  whatever)  could  be  blowing  him  when  you  showed  up.  Either 
way,  Some  Guy  would  be  able  to  fulfill  his  duty  and  go  away,  and  you  would  be 
left  with  nothing  but  a  beautiful  memory.  But,  as  you  are  (I  hope)  aware,  life  is 
not  a  porno,  and  guys  who  get  to  do  your  girlfriend  have  a  way  of  hanging  around 
afterward,  making  themselves  unwelcome.  If  this  does  not  strike  you  as  problem¬ 
atic,  then  I  suppose  you  could  forge  ahead,  but  for  me,  the  combination  of  your 
guilt,  your  girlfriend’s  stated  need  to  blot  out  her  own  consciousness  in  order  to 
fulfill  your  fantasy,  and  the  unpredictable  nature  of  guys  who  show  up  to  do  your 
girlfriend  all  militate  against  it. 

My  advice?  Get  a  video  camera.  And  a  wig.  Or  wait  until  such  a  time  as  both  of 
you  are  able  to  say,  without  fear  or  shame  or  anticipation  of  regret,  “Let’s  do  it!” 

Love, 

Andrea 


Introducing 
Australia’s  finest 
hand-crafted 
leather  boots. 


When  RM  Williams  made  his  first 
riding  boot  he  shaped  the 
upper  from  one  piece  of  leather  with 
just  one  seam  at  the  back.  No  side 
seams  eliminates  potential  weak 
points. 

He  also  knew  that  one  piece  of 
leather  means  color,  grain  and  tex¬ 
ture  are  constant,  so  you  end  up  with 
a  better  looking  boot,  to  boot. 

Today,  the  RM  Williams 
Corporation  in  Australia  still  makes 
elastic-sided  boots  the  same  way.  The 
best  materials  available  are  used. 

Come  see  our  collection  of 
RM  Williams  boots, 
exclusively  at... 

/lu&tnalia  'pain, 

700  SUTTER 
SAN  FRANCISCO, 

CA  94109 

415.441.5319 

www.attstraliafair.nel. 


It’s  holiday  party  time. 
With  me  you  can... 

Pick  your 
party!!! 


(^ho/ijiu/a  (J3f( rMa ijri 

at  QPjUAeim  Gli/eal 

1410  Polk  Street 

(between  Pine  &  California) 

440-0172 

4  Fine  lingerie  for  men  &  women 
4  Costumes 
4  Sexy  dresses 
4  Sexy  shoes 
4  PVC/leather 
4  Corsets 
4  Hosiery 
4  Novelties  &  toys 

(^{Iso:  jiluSSimS  available 

www.lusciouswear.com 


We  Moved! 

NEW  LOCATION! 

7  days  a  week,  11-7  every  day 

385  8th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94103 
415-863-7764 


www.Mr-S-Leather.com www.Madame-S.com 


E-mail  Andrea  Nemerson  at  andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 
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night 


restaurants  not  to  marvel  at  the  ambi¬ 
ence  or  the  presentation,  not  to  assess 
the  buzz,  or  the  chicness  of  the  shoes 
fitted  to  the  other  patrons,  but  just  to 
eat.  In  these  situations,  we  wish  to  be 
coddled,  not  wowed;  we  want  to  be 
seated  without  fuss,  be  served  decent 
food  in  a  timely  manner,  and  be  pre¬ 
sented  with  a  bill  we  can  think  about 
later  while  still  falling  happily  asleep.  It 
is  a  fact,  too,  that  this  city,  like  all  cities, 
is  full  of  unpretentious  restaurants  that 
satisfy  these  criteria,  and  this  is  the 
story  of  a  few  of  them  and  the  indis¬ 
pensable  role  they  play  as  safe  havens  in 
the  holiday  season,  a  hectic  romp  of 
parties  and  outings  and  commitments 
in  which  plans  tend  to  snap  like  twigs 
in  a  windy  winter  storm  and  alternative 
plans  are  made  up  on  the  spot. 


Thanh  Tam  II,  an  unassuming  Viet- 
namese-Chinese  place,  can  be  found  on 
the  magical  block  of  Valencia  between 
16th  and  1 7th  Streets,  home  now  to  the 
much-expanded  and  grandified  Limon 
as  well  as  to  a  new  new-Mission  spot  we 
popped  into  the  night  before  Thanks¬ 
giving  and  found  half  empty  —  usually 
not  the  worst  scenario  for  last-minute, 
spur-of-the-moment,  without-reserva- 
tions  types,  since,  if  all  else  fails,  you 
can  generally  set  up  at  the  bar.  But  not 
this  time;  there  would  be  a  wait,  said 
the  host,  blah  blah  blah.  There  was  no 
wait  at  all  at  Thanh  Tham,  where  we 
were  swiftly  being  seated  about  a 
minute  after  walking  out  of  the  fancier 
place  and  were  being  brought  plates  of 
food  not  too  many  minutes  after  that. 

When  the  items  on  a  menu  are  num¬ 


Service:  attentive,  fast  but  not 
rushed.  Water  glasses  regularly  refilled. 
Alcohol  not  pushed.  Decor:  modest  • 
but  fresh,  and  the  noise  level  low 
enough  for  easy  conversation.  Bill:  well 
under  $50  for  two  people,  including 
tax,  tip,  and  a  giant  beer  hogged  by 
one  of  said  people.  (Guess  which.)  We 
left  renewed  and  happy,  and  the 
Thanksgiving  dinner  turned  out  all 
right,  which  in  the  circumstances  is  the 
highest  praise  I  can  give. 


bered  and  the  numbers  run  well  into 
the  triple  digits,  you  can  be  fairly  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  kitchen’s  ethos  is  work¬ 
manlike  rather  than  whimsical,  and  so 
it  is,  pretty  much,  at  Thanh  Tam.  Which 
is  not  to  say  there  isn’t  an  interesting 
wrinkle  here  and  there,  such  as  the  brief 
dgep-frying  given  the  more  typically 
pan-fried  pot  stickers  ($4.50  for  six)  — 
the  dip  in  the  deep  fryer  lending  them  a 
pastrylike  flakiness  —  or  the  mixed 
seafood  and  stalks  of  baby  bok  choy 
added  to  keep  the  wontons  company  in 
the  seafood  wonton  noodle  soup 
($5.95):  a  meal  in  itself,  really,  and  sur¬ 


prisingly  so,  if  wonton  soup  makes  you 
think  of  lumpy  consommfy  a  sheet  of 
golden  broth  with  a  few  dumplings 
floating  in  it  like  refuse. 

But  most  of  the  pitches  are  right 
down  the  middle.  Spicy  chicken  with 
lemongrass  noodles  ($5.95)  was  a  gi¬ 
gantic  bowl  of  the  advertised  ingredi¬ 
ents  layered  with  plenty  of  shredded 
iceberg  lettuce  and  served  with  nuoc 
mam  on  the  side,  while  eggplant  with 
spicy  basil  sauce  ($5.50)  featured  a 
deep,  rich  hoisin-based  sauce  that 
stirred  fond  memories  of  mu  shu  pork 
from  meatier  days  of  yore. 


Senor  Peppers  sounds  like  a  network 
TV  show  about  a  well-meaning  high- 
school  basketball  coach  in  an  East  LA 
barrio:  a  White  Shadow  who  speaks 
Spanish.  And  maybe  there  is  such  a 
show;  we  would  have  to  watch  network 
TV  to  find  out.  But  the  phrase  has  also 
been  bestowed  on  a  newish  Mexican 
restaurant  in  the  Civic  Center,  which 
opened  over  the  summer  in  a  rather 
vast  space  previously  occupied  by  Inter¬ 
national  Noodle  House  and,  before 
that,  by  Lyons,  a  slightly  less  famous 
version  of  Denny’s.  * 

The  corporate  feel  at  Senor  Peppers 
is  still  strong,  as  we  noticed  on  a  re¬ 
cent  noontime  pop-in.  Apart  from  a 
few  cosmetic  tinkerings,  the  look 
hasn’t  changed  much  from  previous 
occupancies.  There  are  still  lots  of 
booths  trimmed  in  Naugahyde, 
menus  embossed  in  plastic,  cheap 
desserts,  and  a  cheerful  presence  to 
greet  you  at  the  door. 

The  food,  on  the  other  hand,  having 
leaped  from  Main  Street,  USA  (during 
the  Lyons  regime),  to  various  points  in 
Asia  (during  the  INH  run),  has  now  re¬ 
turned  to  North  America.  It  is  Mexican, 
but  it  is  Main  Street,  USA,  Mexican, 
Mexican  for  gringo  mall  rats  —  and 
this  means,  mainly,  a  light  hand  indeed 
on  the  spicing.  Despite  the  saucy  name, 
Senor  Peppers  serves  it  up  pretty  mild, 
and  while  you’re  not  likely  to  come 
aWay  from  eating  there  with  a  tremen¬ 
dous  sense  of  excitement,  neither  will 
you  have  a  stomachache  from  putting 
away  one  too  many  pickled  jalapenos. 

Lunch  specials  ($6.25)  include  plenty 


Cook’s 

out 

By  Paul  Reidinger 

■  I^Bwus  the  night  before  Thanks- 
®  I  giving,  and  the  chef — cook, 

I  maybe,  is  the  better,  the 
I  pomp -free  term  —  was  in  no 
I  condition  to  do  any  cooking, 
though  he  was  not  yet  drunk.  The  pre¬ 
vious  several  days  had  been  filled  with 
unglamorous  prep  work,  from  plan¬ 
ning  and  provisioning  to  roasting,  peel¬ 
ing,  chopping,  and  pureeing  (with  in¬ 
terludes  of  knife-sharpening),  and  the 
morrow  promised,  after  a  few  hours’ 
false  peace  in  the  morning,  to  be  the 
usual  unnerving  experience  of  trying  to 
make  sure  everything  turned  out  right, 
at  the  right  time,  while  keeping  the 
guests  amused  and  regaled.  Cham¬ 
pagne,  of  course,  helps  in  all  these  re¬ 
spects.  It  is  to  a  party  what  WD-40  is  to 
squeaky  household  devices;  applied  lib¬ 
erally  and  not  too  discriminately,  it 
helps  troubles  go  away,  or  at  least  pipe 
down  for  a  while. 

But ...  the  night  before.  The  refrig¬ 
erator  is  engorged  and  nonnavigable, 
and  the  cook  has  earned  a  moment  of 
respite:  of  being  served  food  made  by 
somebody  else,  without  having  to  think 
about  it.  It  would  be  the  greatest  kind¬ 
ness  if  those  fated  to  cook  holiday 
meals  for  large  groups  were  themselves 
cooked  for,  the  night  before  or  the 
night  after  (or  maybe  not  the  night 
after,  since  that  is  the  hour  of  contri¬ 
tion  and  leftovers)  by  other  cooks 
graced  by  fate  to  be  guests  atsome  hol¬ 
iday  shindig  or  other.  Sometimes  this 
must  happen.  But  it  has  never  hap¬ 
pened  to  me,  which  means  we  go  to 
Plan  B:  a  restaurant. 

(Intermezzo:  Why  is  there  no  restau¬ 
rant  called  Plan  B?) 

It  is  a  fact  that  sometimes  we  go  to 
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of  ballast  in  the  form  of  Spanish  rice, 
refried  beans,  and  lettuce,  plus  a  choice 
from  among  such  familiar  faces  as 
tamales,  tostadas,  burritos,  and  que- 
sadillas  (most  of  which  offer  a  further 
choice  of  meat).  The  kitchen,  at  least 
for  lunchTturns  stuff  out  fast;  we  had 
barely  dug  into  the  decent  guacamole 
($4.95)  from  the  decent  basket  of  chips 
when  the  main  courses  arrived.  Senor 
Peppers  might  be  a  little  short  on  spice, 
but  he’s  got  plenty  of  speed  —  good 
wheels,  as  coaches  like  to  say. 


Seafood  buffet  time  at  Bay  Fung  Tong 
Seafood  Tea  House,  most  of  whose 
plain  tables  seat  at  least  a  dozen  people. 
We  arrived  at  dusk  on  a  Sunday  evening 
to  find  the  just-opened  dining  room 
cold  as  a  meat  locker.  Hot  tea  soon  ar¬ 
rived;  a  nice  touch.  Parking  enforce¬ 
ment  showed  up  soon  after,  sending 
several  agitated  people  out  the  door  to 
plug  their  meters.  Then  came  the  food, 
beginning  with  a  milky  soup  we  could 
not  identify,  proceeding  to  small,  bony 
sturgeon  steaks  in  ginger  sauce,  some 
kind  of  steamed  chicken  with  repulsive, 
morgue- white  skin  though  a  not-bad 
sour  flavor,  wide  belts  of  batter-fried 
pork  that  would  have  sent  Homer 
Simpson  into  transports,  a  decent  noo{ 
die  dish,  with  Chinese  sausage,  in  need 
only  of  some  soy  sauce,  a  plate  of  stir- 
fried  Chinese  broccoli,  a  passel  of  over¬ 
cooked,  head-on  prawns  we  could 
scarcely  shuck  because  the  flesh  had 
turned  gluey,  and  a  few  other  things 
that  got  lost  in  all  the  arrivals  and 
blended  into  other  things.  It  was  like 
being  at  baggage  claim  15  minutes  after 
several  747s  had  disgorged  their 
transoceanic  passengers  on  the  same 
concourse. 

I  had  it  oh  good  authority  that  this 
place  was  special,  and  indeed  it  was 
packed  with  what  appeared  to  be  Chi¬ 
nese  families,  speaking  with  the  servers 
in  what  1  took  to  be  dialects  of  Chinese 
as  well  as  English.  Yet  I  have  seldom 
eaten  worse  —  or  been  served  more  — 
food.  Maybe  this  was  a  blessing  of  the 
perverse  sort;  if  the  food  had  been  bet¬ 
ter,  I  would  have  eaten  more  of  it  and 
possibly  not  survived  —  or  been  able  to 
dart  to  the  meter  if  parking  enforce¬ 
ment,  moved  by  the  holiday  spirit,  had 
decided  to  strike  again.  ❖ 

Thanh  Tam  li.  577  Valencia  (at  17th  St.), 
SF.  (415)  252-1190.  Nightly,  6-11  p.m. 
Beer  and  wine.  MasterCard,  Visa.  Not 
noisy.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

Senor  Peppers.  690  Van  Ness  (at 
Turk),  SF.  (415)  567-2288.  Mon.-Thurs., 
11  a.m-10  p.m.;  Fri.,  11  a.m.-ll  p.m.; 
Sat.,  noon-11  p.m.;  Sun.,  noon-lOp.m. 
Full  bar.  American  Express,  MasterCard, 
Visa.  Not  noisy.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

Bay  Fung  Tong  Seafood  Tea  House. 
1916  Franklin  (at  19th  St.),  Oakl.  (510) 
832-5298.  Mon.-Fri.,  11  a.m.-9:30 p.m.; 
Sat.Sun.,  5  p.m.-9:30  p.m.  Beer.  Master- 
Card,  Visa.  Noisy.  Wheelchair  accessible. 


Contemporary  Korean  & 
Pan  Asian  Cuisine 


Soju  Bar 


Hours:  T-Th  6*12 
!  Fri  &  Sat  6-2,  Sun  6-« 


www.rohanlounge.com 


Dinner  &  Drinks  with  Seoul 


you  Swilu 


94  fludah  St. 

(Lehoee*t  5th  £  6th  Aoe) 

(415)  681-4010 

wnua.  qouAe&luAlU.  com 


JUutclv  Mou-Q>u  11:30-0:30 
^buute'u  Mour—ScU  5:00—9:45 

cStuuHay  Qlaiex) 


.  ,  '  .  '  ■  ,  ,  ;V  ^  ^  : 

&  Nepali  Feed 

* 


FREE  DELIVERY  •  Catering  also  available  for  all  occasions 

Sun-Thurs  5:00-1 0:00pm  •  Fri  &  Sat  500-1 0:30pm  •  OPEN  7  days  a  week 
1037  Valencia  •  San  Francisco  •  between  2  1st&  22nd  Sr 
Tel:  41 5  695-0599  •  Fax:  41 5  642-9816  •  www.rasoisf.com 


t :  50%  OFF  SECOND  ENTREE  } 

sA ■  Monday  Only  ■ 


NST5R.  SELS£-T7on  »F 
THE  FKSSHEST  SVSHf  j 
AT  AFF°R.£?A&tE  PRjtES 


Open  for  Dinner  7  days  a  week  ; 

1800  Divisadero  @  Bush  } .  n 

415.931.1773  •  V 


Top  WO  restaurants,  2005  +**" 

-  San  Francisco  Chronicle 

Best  restaurant  you've  never  heard  of." 

-  Bon  Appetit 

2004  Best  New  Wine  List" 

-Food*  Wig-  :  ,  m 


Sunday-TlmrsdcfSjfthree 
course  orMfiA&wntil  6:30 


Cafe  &  Wine  Bar 


1550  Hyde  Street 

(at  Pacific) 


415.775.1550 
www.1 550hyde.com 


2  great  locations  for  Sushi ! 


Richmond  * 


*  Sunset  * 


y7  5723  Geary  Blvd. 

(@  22nd) 

^  (415)  386-2777 

www.kitarosushi.com 


1269  9th  Ave.Y 
(btwn.  living  SUncolnp^ 
(415)  661-5522 
www.kikisushi.com 


MixTray$29  with  coupon  $23.95  < 
Golden  Tray  $  28  with  coupon  $22.95  < 

(All  cooked)  i 

HappyTray$20  with  coupon  $14.95! 

(48p  Ca  Roll)  | 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer.y 
^VajjcHo^itheMocatjo^^X^^/^/06^^^^^ 


1 5%OFF 

Dine  in  or  To-GO. 
One  order  per  coupon 
per  visit. 

Not  valid  with  any 
other  offer  or  combine. 
Valid  for  either  location. 
EXP.  1/31/06  G 


MfE 

CLHU1E 


7  CLAUDE  LANE 

KEARNY  &  GRANT 
<§>  BUSH 

415.392.3515 


HOURS 

MON-SAT:  11:30am-10:30pm 
SUN:  5:30pm-10:30pm 

LIVE  MUSIC 

THU.  FRI.  SAT:  7:30pm-10:30pm 
OUTDOOR  PATIO 
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OPEN  LATE  NIGHTS 

1 '  "pBiJ'ilp""'  .  UF 

308  Columbus  Ave. 

(Corner  of  Columbus  &  Broadway) 

(415)  392-9677 

^www.taqjieriazorr<^.com 


BAKU 

Thai  Fusion  Restaurant 


www.bakudethai.com  ■  400  Valencia  15th  San  Francisco  •  415-437-4788 


It's  Fun!  It's  Easy! 

Unique  Gilt  Idea 
We've  got  it  all 
Kits  &  equipment 


Complete  wine  &  cider 
making  supplies 
CALL:  415.751.9338 
NEW  HRS!  MWSun  12-6 
ThF  12-8,  Sat  10-6 
1555  Clement  St. 

(Corner  of  17th  Ave.) 

www.sfbrewcraft.com 


La  Corneta 

TP  A  /"VI  TTTi  T  A 

i  A\J  U  JjjIvlA 


GRAND  OPENING!! 
476  Castro  @  18th 
863-2725 
Open  7  dkys  a  week 


Fine  Mexican  Food 


2731  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Tel:  (415)  643-7001 
Fax:  (415)  643-1745 


2834  Diamond  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
Tel:  (415)469-8757 
Fax:(415)  469-5011 


Catering  Available 


www.sfbg.com  •  December  14, 2005  •  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian 


FOOD  &  0  R  IN  K 


Cheap  eatSby  l.e.  leone 


Jung  at  heart 

I  was  surprised  by  the  number  of  nonreaders  who  responded  to  my  “scientific 
study”  a  couple  weeks  ago,  where  I  asked  (in  this  column)  that  people  who 
“never  ever”  even  look  at  this  column,  “not  even  very  very  occasionally,” 
e-mail  me  and  let  me  know. 

Just  when  I  was  sort  of  starting  to  stop  believing  in  the  Collective  Un¬ 
conscious!  I  wish  Jung  was  still  kicking,  so  I  could  share  my  results  with  him: 
three  people. 

Two  of  the  three  even  intuited  my  new  e-mail  address.  One  admitted  she  scans 
the  page  to  see  if  I  happen  to  have  anything  of  any  nutritional  value  to  offer  that 
week.  Cynics  and  skeptics  will  say  they  all  peeked,  but  to  me  this  whole  thing  is 
pretty  much  . . .  Santa  Claus.  It’s  like  a  Christmas  story.  Yes,  Virginia,  there  is  a 
Collective  Unconscious!  I  know,  because  you  only  need  one  miracle,  so  long  as 
you  witness  it  firsthand  and  can  rely  on  your  senses. 

Well,  I  haven’t  smoked  anything  in  almost  a  week;  I’ve  even  been  drinking  less 
than  usual.  And  the  thing  is  that,  get  this:  One  of  the  two  of  the  three  alleged  non¬ 
readers  implied  in  his  letter 

that  I  should  be  “put  out  to  I’m  still  trying  to  like  tofu. 

pasture.”  Which  proves  he  real-  |t>s  not  working.  YOU  knOW 
ly  aoesn  t  read  me  anymore,  or 

he’d  know  that  I  have  been  how  I  feel  about  pork. 

“out  to  pasture”  for  a  long 

time  now.  What’s  my  favorite  thing  in  the  world  to  do  these  days? 

■  CHORUS  OF  CHEAP  EATS  READERS:  Scratch  around  outside  with  the 
chickens! 

That’s  right,  when  I’m  not  eating  (which  I  still  do  at  a  table)  or  shitting  (which  I 
still  do  in  a  toilet)  or  taking  a  bath  (which . . .  well,  I  do  occasionally  take  dust  baths, 
but  generally  I  still  use  the  tub).  And  I  still  play  people  sports  on  weekends.  But 
other  than  that,  as  you  know,  my  waking  hours  are  spent  hanging  with  the  girls. 
Soaking  up  sun,  when  there  is  sun  to  soak.  When  they  cluck,  I  sing.  When  they 
preen,  1  pluck.  When  they  peck,  I  peck.  And  if  that  ain’t  “out  to  pasture” — 

Hey,  wait.  Maybe  he  means  I  should  start  hanging  with  cows  and  sheep,  in¬ 
stead  of  chickens.  But  that’s  just  fear  of  death  talking.  I’ve  already  accepted  the 
fact  that,  given  all  of  the  above,  I’m  pretty  much  destined  to  go  down  as  the  Paul 
Revere  of  avian  flu  in  California.  That’s  how  you’ll  know  when  it  arrives:  I’ll  be 
the  first  to  go  down. 

Speaking  of  which,  before  I  blab  foolishly  to  the  bottom  of  the  page,  I  wanted 
to  wax  foodish  at  least  a  little  by  way  of  saying  thank  you,  1  love  you,  to  my  three 
e-mailers  for  restoring  in  me  a  flicker  of  juju,  just  in  time  for  the  holidays.  I  am 
hereby  “in  the  spirit." 

Szechuan  Second  Restaurant  is  a  well-lit,  underheated  gem  of  a  Chinese  dive 
on  Ellis  between  Larkin  and  Hyde.  Me  and  Earl  Butter  walked  past  it  between 
Vietnamese  sandwiches  a  couple  weeks  ago,  and  then  me  and  Wayway  went  by 
last  week  on  our  way  to  Mangosteen,  and  we’d  have  gone  in,  but  I’d  promised 
Earl  Butter.  So  this  time  all  three  of  us  made  an  actual  plan:  Dinner!  And  Farino, 
'who  lives  just  up  the  street  somewhere  and  can  now  kick  my  ass  at  Ping-Pong  — 
at  least  outside  in  the  dark  at  the  Parkside  —  he  joined  us  too. 

We  got  Szechuan  scallops  ($8.25).  That  was  good  and  spicy,  which  we  needed, 
it  was  so  cold  in  there.  And  oniony.  And  delicious.  There  were  clams  with  black 
bean  sauce  ($7.75).  That  was  great,  too.  Black  bean  sauce  is  always  a  good  call, 
and  the  clams,  in  the  shell,  were  big  and  juicy  and  gingery. 

I  also  liked  the  bitter  melon  beef  ($6.25).  The  beef  was  tender  and  succulent, 
and  the  bitter  melon  . . .  well,  it  was  bitter,  and  not  particularly  melony.  And 
there  was  steamed  tofu  with  shredded  pork  ($5.25).  I’m  still  trying  to  like  tofu. 
It’s  not  working. 

You  know  how  I  feel  about  pork. 

But  my  favorite  dish  of  all,  I  think,  was  from  the  vegetable  menu.  It  was  pea 
sprouts  with  garlic  ($5.00).  I  don’t  think  I’ve  ever  had  pea  sprouts  before,  and  I’ll 
bet  you  a  lot  of  money  that  I  have  them  again.  They’re  a  great  green.  Here’s  why: 
They’re  great,  and  they’re  green. 

Pork  pot  stickers  ($4.25).  Probably  denser  and  ffied-er  than  you’re  used  to,  but 
1  liked  them. 

OK?  Oh,  and  the  waiterguyperson  didn’t  speak  a  lick  of  English,  not  even  num¬ 
bers.  You  have  to  point  to  the  Chinese  characters  in  front  of  what  you  want.  Oh, 
and  you  can  park  there.  There’s  a  parking  lot!  In  the  Tenderloin!  OK.  ❖ 


Szechuan  Second  Restaurant  655  Ellis  (at  Larkin),  SF.  (415)  346-2823.  Daily:  11a.m.- 
9:30  p.m.  Takeout  available.  MasterCard,  Visa.  Beer.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

E-mail  L.E.  Leone  at  le_chicken _farmer@yahoo.com. 
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Winging  it  The  candid  camera  captures  our  intrepid  writer  in  a  moment  of  competitive  consumption  —  of  buffalo  wings. 

The  wing  nuts 

A  writer  eats  to  win  —  and  lives  to  tell.  By  Duncan  Scott  Davidson 


Eating  as  a  sport,  and  gluttony  in 
general,  seems  to  be  an  American, 
specifically  Ugly  American,  kind  of 
thing.  You  know,  the  whole  idea  that 
as  a  nation  we’re  addicted  to  our  di¬ 
versions  and  sensual  pleasures;  that 
we’re  paradoxically  food  wasters  and 
piggy  at  the  same  time.  A  constant 
stream  of  Super  Size  Me-style  news 
reports  features  anonymous  and 
enormous  dimpled  asses  surrepti¬ 
tiously  filmed  as  they  waddle  from  the 
funnel  cake  to  the  pork-chop-on-a- 
stick  stands  at  state  fairs;  “America’s 
Weight  Epidemic!”  When  I  visited  the 
Cu  Chi  tunnels,  in  Vietnam,  the  tour 
guide  thought  the  reason  America 
didn’t  win  the  war  was  because  all  US 
soldiers  wanted  to  do  was  eat  cheese¬ 
burgers  and  drink  Tiger  beer. 

But  peek  behind  the  grease- 
streaked  headlines  of  competitive  eat¬ 
ing,  and  you’ll  find  people  like  Takero 
“the  Tsunami”  Kobayashi,  a  27-year- 
old  Japanese  man,  ranked  number 
one  in  the  world  through  such  seem¬ 
ingly  incomprehensible  gastronomic 
feats  as  eating  17.7  pounds  of  cow 
brains  in  15  minutes,  or  53  1/2 


Nathan’s  hot  dogs  in  12  minutes.  In 
addition  td  not  being  American,  or 
particularly  ugly,  Kobayashi  only 
weighs  132  pounds.  Intrigued  by  the 
prospect  of  face-stuffing  as  a  sport,  I 
arrived  just  before  1 1  in  the  morning 
on  a  recent  Saturday  at  Knuckles 
Sports  Bar,  in  North  Point,  for  a  buf¬ 
falo  wing-eating  contest.  Not  only 
was  I  going  to  get  to  interview  top 
American  eaters  “Cookie”  Jarvis  and 
Rich  “the  Locust”  LeFevre,  but  I 
would  also,  by  participating,  be  enter¬ 
ing  the  cloistered  world  of  gurgita- 
tors,  a  word  that,  if  you  inspect  it 
closely,  is  syllabically  similar  to  gladia¬ 
tor  but  appropriately  more  guttural. 

Actually,  I  was  already  semipro: 
Years  before  I’d  bilked  my  roommate 
for  $5  by  eating  a  sandwich  that  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  pork  steak  and  sauteed 
onions,  tomatoes,  and  mushrooms 
crammed  into  half  a  loaf  of  hollowed- 
out  French  bread.  “There  is  no  way  in 
hell  you’re  going  to  eat  all  that,”  he 
said.  He  was  right:  I’d  been  planning 
on  eating  half  and  saving  the  rest  for 
later.  Not  being  one  to  back  down 
from  a  challenge,  however,  I  told  him 


to  lay  a  fiver  on  it  and  we’d  see  what 
was  what.  Now,  as  I  ran  out  in  front  of 
the  crowd  of  dazed  onlookers  in  shirts 
with  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  won¬ 
dering  why  they  could  no  longer  hear 
the  ’Bama  game,  I  thrust  my  fist  in 
the  air,  stared  defiantly  at  the  para¬ 
medics,  did  a  couple  quick  Ali-style 
shuffle  steps  and  vowed  that  I  was  in 
it  to  win  it. 

I  sat  down  in  front  of  a  Saran- 
wrapped  aluminum  tub  of  wings  — • 
actually,  for  ease  of  gurgitation,  just 
the  “drumette”  part  of  the  wing  — 
and  began  filling  plastic  cups  with  lu¬ 
bricant  . . .  er,  water.  I  don’t  eat  break¬ 
fast  as  a  rule,  and  I’d  missed  dinner 
the  night  before.  As  the  crowd  count¬ 
ed  down  from  10, 1  tried  to  block  out 
the  idiocy  of  the  whole  thing  and 
focus  on  attaining  the  meditative 
state  of  a  competitor.  I  was,  after  all, 
both  a  BMX-  and  downhill-moun¬ 
tain-bike  racer,  and  jamming  myself 
with  chicken  bits  was  no  stupider 
than  hucking  myself  down  the  side  of 
mountain  on  a  bicycle. 

One!  For  the  first  few  seconds,  it 
was  a  relief  to  get  some  food  in  my 


stomach.  I  jammed  the  wings  into 
my  mouth  and  ate  around  them, 
corn-on-the-cob  style,  a  technique 
I’d  cribbed  from  the  Locust  during 
my  interview  with  him.  They  weren’t 
all  that  hot,  either  in  terms  of  tem¬ 
perature  or  spiciness,  and  sauce- 
wise,  they  were  nearly  dry.  I’ve  had 
many  a  conversation  with  my  home- 
boy  Ben  as  to  the  difference  between 
a  hot  wing  and  a  buffalo  wing,  which 
he  claims  lies  in  the  fact  that  a  hot 
wing  is  spicy  to  the  edge  of  pain 
whereas  a  buffalo  wing  focuses  on 
tanginess.  The  Knuckles  wings  were 
neither  hot  wings  nor  buffalo  wings. 
What  they  were  was  as  salty  as  Spam 
and  just  deep-fried  enough  to  make 
my  jaw  ache  like  I’d  been  giving  the 
gift  of  cunnilingus  for  hours.  Half  a 
minute  in,  I  was  decidedly  not  hun¬ 
gry.  A  minute  and  a  half  in,  the 
rhythm  of  the  bare  bones  hitting  my 
empty  tray  was  becoming  increasing¬ 
ly  staccato.  Two  minutes  in,  and  I 
was  sure  the  people  all  the  way  to¬ 
ward  the  door  could  hear  me  men¬ 
tally  cursing  myself. 

My  goal  became  to  clear  one  tray.  I 
focused  on  this.  A  quarter  of  the  way 
through,  I  heard  the  MC  announce 
that  Cookie  and  the  Locust  had  al¬ 
ready  moved  on  to  their  second.  As  I 
heard  the  last  30  seconds  being 
counted  down,  I  finally  saw  the 
greasy  bottom  of  my  tray,  wingless.  I 
grabbed  a  drumette  or  two  from  the 
next  pan  and  did  the  “chipmunk,”  the 
famous  technique  of  stuffing  one’s 
mouth  at  the  final  seconds  with  food 
to  be  swallowed  later.  Truthfully, 
though,  I  no  longer  thought  of  the 
chicken  as  food  in  any  way.  I  may  has 
well  have  been  chipmunking  away 
fiberglass  insulation  like  a  Conehead. 
“Never  again,”  I  told  myself  as  the 
buzzer  rang  and  two  UC  Berkeley 
math  nerds  ran  about  weighing  tins 
of  chicken  carnage  to  subtract  from 
the  initial,  bones-and-all  weight  of 
three  pounds  a  tray. 

The  result?  Jarvis  and  LeFevre  tied 
with  4.92  pounds  of  chicken  meat 
each.  It’s  no  17  pounds  of  cow 
brains,  but  there’s  some  chewing  in¬ 
volved  here.  (Kobayashi,  Cookie  tells 
me  later,  “doesn’t  do  bones.  Soft 
items  only.”)  Which  brought  about  a 
sudden-death,  one-minute  overtime, 
wherein  they  tied  —  again  —  with 
about  a  pound  of  wing  meat  each. 
Which  brought  on,  you  guessed  it, 
double  sudden-death  overtime!  Hav¬ 
ing  ingested  less  than  half  of  what 
these  guys  ate  in  the  first  10  minutes, 
a  mere  1.97  pounds,  I  felt  for  them.  I 
mean,  don’t  cry  for  me,  Argentina  — 
I  felt  worse  for  myself.  I’m  six  feet 
tall  and  weigh  200  and  change,  and 
stuffing  down  two  pounds  of  salty, 
jaw-straining  poultry  in  10  minutes 
made  me  feel  pretty  miserable.  I 
couldn’t  see  how  the  $1,500  for  first 
place  was  worth  suffering  through  a 
third  round. 

Competitive  eating  takes  some¬ 


thing  sensually  pleasurable  and 
makes  it  painful.  It’s  like  men  who 
claim  they’d  love  to  be  porn  stars. 
When  you’ve  got  20  guys  with  cam¬ 
eras  and  lights  around  you  and  some¬ 
one’s  telling  you  to  ejaculate  on  com¬ 
mand,  well,  it  might  be  different. 
Competitive  eating  is  a  sport  on  par 
with  gang-bang  competitions.  On 
Dec.  28, 1999,  Sabrina  Johnson  had 
sex  with  2,000  men.  Certainly  a  more 
athletic  record  than  eating  a  tenth  of 
your  body  weight  in  chili,  but 
nonetheless,  a  similar  confusion  of 
aesthetics.  It’s  not  about  enjoying  the 
moment  anymore,  but  about  the  re¬ 
lief  of  getting  through  it,  coupled 
with  the  pride,  verging  on  hubris,  of 
making  your  body  do  something 
against  its  better  judgment. 

“Master,  why  do  you  keep  hitting 
yourself  in  the  head?” 

“Because  it  feels  so  good  when  I 
stop." 

Just  one  more  wing.  One  more  rice 
ball,  one  more  cannoli,  one  more 
Spam  loaf  or  cow  brain. . . .  William 
Blake  said,  “The  path  of  excess  leads 
to  the  palace  of  Wisdom.”  From  my 
angle,  the  path  of  excess  leads  to  the 
barren  salt  flats  of  anhedonia:  “the 
absence  of  pleasure  or  the  ability  to 
experience  it.”  It’s  like  when  your  dad 
catches  you  smoking  and  makes  you 
smoke  the  whole  pack.  Somewhere 
after  butt  number  10  and  before 
vomiting,  Marlboro  just  doesn’t  seem 
like  flavor  country  anymore.  After 
taking  pleasure  to  the  point  of  pain, 
after  turning  sensuality  into  a  con¬ 
test,  the  meaning  is  changed. 

“Everybody  eats  every  day,  and  we 
know  to  stop  before  we’re  full,” 
triathlete  Chris  Coble  tells  me  after 
the  contest.  He  placed  third.  “And  in 
this,  you’re  full  a  minute  and  a  half 
into  it.  You  push  yourself  past  what’s 
reasonable.  It’s  ingrained  in  society 
that  we  should  push  past  the  pain  to 
be  our  best.”  Coble  makes  a  crucial 
point:  In  sports,  we’re  taught  that 
overcoming  pain  is  honorable.  If 
American  gluttony  and  wastefulness 
is  the  red  herring  issue  in  competitive 
eating,  the  real  issue  might  be  admi¬ 
ration  of  an  unhealthy  masochism  in 
the  name  of  competition.  Perhaps  it 
is  this  tendency  to  take  pain  and  sol¬ 
dier  ahead  in  the  face  of  abdominal 
agony,  the  possibility  of  stomach 
rupture,  and  the  two  paramedics  in 
the  front  row,  that  makes  competi¬ 
tive  eating  a  true  sport.  (And,  based 
on  the  same  somewhat  disturbing 
criterion,  with  different  rupture 
risks,  the  same  could  be  said  for 
gang-bang  competitions.) 

“But  are  competitive  eaters  ath¬ 
letes?”  I  ask  Coble,  who  himself 
clearly  identifies  as  an  athlete,  but 
based  on  swimming,  running,  and 
bike  racing,  not  speed  eating.  He 
pauses,  squints  into  the  sunny 
courtyard  outside  the  window  of 
Knuckles. 

“I’d  say  they’re  gurgitators.”  •> 
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RESTAURANT  &  BAR 

- - — ■  •  ■— . — -■ — 

HAPPY 

HOUR 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 

5-6PM 


LATE  NIGHT  DINING 

- • - 

www.oola-sf.com 

415-995-2061 

860  FOLSOM  STREET  SF 


NINE  -  QTJT 
Self  Stone  Gnashed 
Papaya  Salad 


1  532  Howard  St  @  1  1th 
SF.  (415)  355-9999 
www.NineSF.com 


Modern  Indian  Cuisine 


West  Portal’s  New  Cultural 
Taste  Experience 

The  menu  features  many  classic  Indian  dishes,  fresh  breads, 
and  favorites  from  the  TANDOOR. 


Roti  is  located  at  53  West  Portal  Avenue  San  Francisco,  CA  94127 

T)  415  665  ROTI  (7684)  F)  415  665  7687 
www.rotibistro.com 

Sunday-Tbursday  5:00  PM  to  10:30  PM 
Friday-Saturday  5.-0Q  PM  to  11:00  PM  , 

ROTI  is  about  experiencing  a  feast— a  celebration  shared 
with  family  and  friends  in  a  warm  modern  setting.  A  place 
where  authentic  Indian  cuisine  is  prepared  using  high  quality 
local  and  organic  ingredients,  and  served  in  0  refined  style. 


DINE 

FREE!! 

BUY  ONE 
ENTREE  AND 
GET  SECOND 
ENTREE  FREE 

(max.  value  $8) 

(per  table) 
with  purchase  of 
$25  minimum 
VALID  ONLY  FOR  DINE  IN 


LUNCH 

BUFFET 


Indian  Pood  in  theCast* 

" .  . -  fr  ’ 


7  Days 

Noon-3pm 


BOfvmnv 

INDIAN  RESTAURANT 


Order  Online! 

www.bombayindian.com 


GRAND  OPENING! 

New  Location  in  Walnut  Creek 
at  1512  North  Main  St. 


Dinner  Monday-Sunday  5pm -10:30pm 


2217  Market  Street  *(415)  861-6655 


FOOD  &  0  R  IN  K 

Eat  here  now 


The  Bay  Guardian  welcomes  you  to 
our  dining  section,  a  detailed  list  by 
neighborhood  of  some  great  places 
to  grab  a  bite,  hang  out  with 
friends,  or  impress  the  ones  you 
love  with  thorough  knowledge  of 
this  delectable  city.  Restaurants  are 
reviewed  by  Paul  Reidinger  (PR)  or 
staff.  All  area  codes  are  415,  and  all 
restaurants  are  wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble,  except  where  noted. 

Deciphering  the  codes  Meals 
served  are  indicated  by  B  (break¬ 
fast),  BR  (Saturday  and/or  Sunday 
brunch),  L  (lunch),  and  D  (din¬ 
ner);  credit  cards  accepted  are  indi¬ 
cated  by  AE  (American  Express), 
DC  (Diners  Club),  DISC 
(Discover),  MC  (MasterCard),  and 
V  (Visa). 

Price  range 

(t  less  than  $7  per  entree 
$  $7 — $ 1 2 
$$  $13-$20 
$$$  more  than  $20 


Critic’s  choice 

Dragonfly  serves  the  best  contemporary 
Vietnamese  food  in  town,  in  a  calmer  envi¬ 
ronment  and  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  bet¬ 
ter-known  places.  (PR,  8/05)  420  Judah  (at 
Ninth  Ave.),  SF.  661-7755.  Vietnamese,  L/D, 
$$,  AE/MC/V. 

Recently  reviewed 

Jimisan  brings  a  stylish  and  value-conscious 
sushi  option  to  the  Ninth  Avenue  restaurant 
row.  Good  cooked  stuff  too.  (PR,  8/05)  1380 
Ninth  Ave.  (at  Judah),  SF.  564-8989.  Japanese/ 
sushi,  L/D,  $,  AE/DS/MC/V. 

O’Reilly's  Holy  Grail,  a  redo  of  the  old  Maye’s 
Oyster  House  that  strikes  harmonious  notes 
of  chapel  and  lounge,  serves  a  sophisticated 
and  contemporary  Cal-Irish  menu.  (PR, 
10/05)  1233  Polk  (at  Sutter),  SF.  928-1233. 
California/Irish,  BR/L/D,  $$,  AE/DS/MC/V. 
Persimmon  offers  a  tasty,  fairly  priced  Middle 
Eastern  menu  to  tourists,  theatergoers,  and 
neighbors  alike.  Excellent  hummus.  (PR, 

9/05)  582  Sutter  (at  Mason),  SF.  433-5525. 
Middle  Eastern,  B/L/D,  $,  AE/DC/DS/MC/V. 

On  the  cheap:  non-Mission 
Mexican 

Mijita  shows  that  Traci  des  Jardins  can  go 
downmarket  with  the  best  of  them.  The 
Mexican  street  food  is  convincingly  lusty,  but 
in  keeping  with  the  Ferry  Building  setting,  it’s 
also  made  mostly  with  organic,  high-quality 
ingredients.  (PR,  4/05)  1  Ferry  Bldg.  #44,  SF. 
399-0814.  Mexican,  B/L/D,  4,  AE/MC/V. 
Rico’s  touts  its  salsas,  and  they  are  good,  but 
so  is  almost  everything  else  on  the  main¬ 
stream  Mexican  menu.  (PR,  9/01)  943 
Columbus  (at  Lombard),  SF.  928-5404. 
Mexican,  L/D,  4,  AE/MC/V. 

Tia  Margarita  is  an  old-style  Mexican  restau¬ 
rant  with  big  servings  and  big  flavor.  Go  hun¬ 
gry.  (PR,  4/03)  300  19th  Ave.  (at  Clement),  SF. 
752-9274.  Mexican,  D,  $,  MC/V. 

Downtown,  Embarcadero 

Anjou  is  the  other  restaurant  on  Campton 
Place  —  a  lovely  little  warren  of  brick  and 
brass  serving  an  unpretentious,  and  some¬ 
times  inventive,  French  bistro  menu.  (Staff) 


44  Campton  PI.  (at  Stockton),  SF.  392-5373. 
French,  L/D,  $$,  AE/DC/DISC/MC/V. 

Kyo-Ya  may  not  be  the  best  Japanese  restau¬ 
rant  in  the  city,  but  it’s  certainly  one  of  them. 
Elegantly  padded  surroundings,  sublime 
sushi,  and  a  wide  selection  of  cooked  dishes 
attract  an  international  mercantile  class. 

(Staff)  2  New  Montgomery  (at  Market),  SF. 
512-11 1 1.  Japanese,  L/D,  $$$,  AE/MC/V. 

Plouf  Mussels  10  ways  —  need  we  say  more? 
Plouf  knows  its  turf,  and  that’s  surf.  All  the 
seafood  sparkles  at  this  chic  spot  tucked  away 
on  pedestrians-only  Belden  Place,  though 
mussels  are  a  house  specialty,  impeccably 
fresh  and  served  in  brimming  bowlfuls.  Lots 
of  outdoor  seating  reinforces  the  French-cafe 
feel.  (Staff)  40  Belden  PI.  (at  Bush),  SF.  986- 
6491.  French,  L/D,  $$,  AE/MC/V. 

North  Beach,  Chinatown 

Enrico’s  Sidewalk  Cafe  remains  a  classic  see- 
and-be-seen  part  of  the  North  Beach  scene. 
The  full  bar  and  extensive  menu  of  tapas,  piz¬ 
zas,  pastas,  and  grills  make  dropping  in  at  any 
hour  a  real  treat.  (Staff)  504  Broadway  (at 
Kearny),  SF.  982-6223.  Mediterranean,  L/D, 

$$,  AE/MC/V. 

Moose's  is  famous  for  the  Mooseburger  but 
the  rest  of  the  menu  is  comfortably  sophisti¬ 
cated.  The  crowd  is  moneyed  but  not  showy 
and  definitely  not  nouveau.  (Staff)  1652 
Stockton  (at  Union),  SF.  989-7800.  American, 
BR/L/D,  $$,  AE/DC/MC/V. 

Rose  Pistola  cooks  it  up  in  the  style  of 
Liguria,  and  that  means  lots  of  seafood,  olive 
oil,  and  lemons  —  along  with  a  wealth  of 
first-rate  flat  breads  (pizzas,  focaccias,  fari- 
natas)  baked  in  the  wood-burning  oven.  (PR, 
7/05)  532  Columbus  (at  Green),  SF.  399-0499. 
Italian,  L/D,  $$,  AE/DC/MC/V. 

Washington  Square  Bar  and  Grill  offers  stylish 
Cal-Ital  food  at  reasonable  prices  in  a  storied 
setting.  (Staff)  1707  Powell  (at  Union),  SF. 
982-8123.  Italian,  $$,  L/D,  MC/V. 

SoMa 

Big  Nate’s  Barbecue  is  pretty  stark  inside  — 
mostly  linoleum  arranged  around  a  pair  of 
massive  brick  ovens.  But  the  hot  sauce  will 
make  you  sneeze.  (Staff)  1665  Folsom  (at 
12th  St.),  SF.  861-4242.  Barbecue,  L/D,  $,  MC/ 
V. 

Fringale  still  satisfies  the  urge  to  eat  in  true 
French  bistro  style,  with  Basque  flourishes. 
The  paella  roll  is  a  small  masterpiece  of  food 
narrative;  the  ffites  are  superior.  (PR,  7/04) 
570  Fourth  St.  (at  Brannan),  SF.  543-0573. 
French/Basque,  L/D,  $$,  AE/MC/V. 

Hawthorne  Lane  comes  about  as  close  to 
restaurant  perfection  as  is  possible  in  this 
world.  The  California  cooking  shows  marked 
Asian  influences;  the  mutedly  elegant  decor  is 
welcoming,  not  stuffy.  Sublime  service.  (Staff) 
22  Hawthorne  Lane  (between  Second  and 
Third  Sts.  at  Howard),  SF.  777-9779. 
California,  L/D,  $$$,  MC/V. 

Jack  Falstaff  is  the  latest  stage  for  James 
Ormsby,  whose  menu  pays  homage  to  the 
slow-food  movement:  There  are  emphases  on 
the  organic,  the  housemade,  the  local,  and  the 
healthful  —  and  at  the  same  time  it’s  all  tasty 
and  served  in  voluptuous,  supper-club-style 
surroundings.  (PR,  4/05)  598  Second  St.  (at 
Brannan),  SF.  836-9239.  American,  L/D,  $$$, 
AE/MC/V. 

Oola  gives  Ola  Fendert  his  own  platform  at 
last,  and  the  result  is  a  modern,  golden  SoMa 
restaurant  with  a  menu  that  mixes  playful 
opulence  with  local  standards.  (PR,  10/04) 
California,  D,  $$,  AE/MC/V. 

Town  Hall  offers  the  lusty  American  cooking 
of  the  Rosenthal  brothers  in  an  elegantly 
spare,  New  England-ish  setting.  There  is  a 
large  communal  table  for  seat-of-the-pants 
types  or  those  who  like  their  conviviality  to 
have  a  faintly  medieval  air.  (PR,  12/03)  342 
Howard  (at  Fremont),  SF.  908-3900. 
American,  L/D,  $$,  AE/MC/V. 


Nob  Hill,  Russian  Hill 

Acquerello  reminds  us  that  the  Italians,  like 
the  French,  have  a  high  cuisine  —  sophisticat¬ 
ed  and  earthy  and  offered  in  a  onetime  chapel 
with  exposed  rafters  and  sumptuous  fabrics 
on  the  banquettes.  Service  is  as  knowledgeable 
and  civilized  as  at  any  restaurant  in  the  city. 
(PR,  3/05)  1722  Sacramento  (at  Polk),  SF. 
567-5432.  Italian,  $$$',  D,  AE/DS/MC/V. 

Le  Petit  Robert  offers  classy  French  cooking  as 
a  wealth  of  small  plates,  along  with  a  few  larg¬ 
er  ones,  in  a  setting  that’s  at  once  spacious 
and  warm.  Not  cheap,  but  good  value.  (Staff) 
2300  Polk  (at  Green),  SF.  922-8100.  French,  L/ 
D,  $$,  MC/V. 

Matterhorn  Restaurant  offers  dishes  that  aren’t 
fondue,  but  fondue  (especially  with  beef)  is 
the  big  deal  and  the  answer  to  big  appetites. 

For  dessert:  chocolate  fondue!  (PR,  8/03) 

2323  Van  Ness  (at  Green),  SF.  885-61 16. 

Swiss,  $$,  D,  AE/DC/DS/MC/V. 

Ruth’s  Chris  Steakhouse  brings  on  the  lipids 
in  a  big,  big  way  —  even  the  salads  are  well 
marbled  —  but  if  you’re  not  worried  about 
fat,  you’ll  find  the  food  to  be  quite  tasty,  the 
mood  soothingly  refined.  (PR,  11/02)  1601 
Van  Ness  (at  California),  SF.  673-0557.  Steak, 

D,  $$$,  AE/CB/DC/DS/MC/V. 

Civic  Center,  Tenderloin 

Indigo  serves  up  good  California  cuisine  in  a 
pleasantly  stylish  setting.  A  great  pre-sympho¬ 
ny  choice.  (Staff)  687  McAllister  (at  Gough), 

SF.  673-9353.  California,  D,  $$,  AE/MC/V. 
Jardiniere  combines  an  aggressively  elegant 
Pat  Kuleto  design  with  the  calm  confidence  of 
Traci  Des  Jardins’s  cooking.  The  best  dishes 
are  unforgettable.  (Staff)  300  Grove  (at 
Franklin),  SF.  861-5555.  California,  D,  $$$, 
AE/DC/DISC/MC/V. 

Saha  serves  “Arabic  fusion  cuisine”  —  a  blend 
of  the  Middle  East  and  California  —  in  a 
cool,  spare  setting  behind  the  concierge’s  desk 
at  the  Hotel  Carlton.  One  senses  the  immi¬ 
nence  of  young  rock  stars,  drawn  perhaps  by 
the  lovely  chocolate  fondue.  (PR,  9/04)  1075 
Sutter  (at  Larkin),  SF.  345-9547.  Arabic/ 
fusion,  B/BR/D,  $$,  AE/DS/MC/V. 

Hayes  Valley 

Absinthe  restyles  the  rustic  foods  of  southern 
France  into  sleek  urban  classics.  No  absinthe; 
have  a  pastis  instead.  (PR,  1 1/03)  398  Hayes 
(at  Gough),  SF.  551-1590.  Southern  French, 
B/BR/L/D,  $$,  AE/DC/MC/V. 

Hayes  Street  Grill  still  offers  a  workable  for¬ 
mula:  the  best  fish,  prepared  with  conserva¬ 
tive  expertise  and  offered  with  a  choice  of 
sauce  and  excellent  pommes  ffites.  An  old, 
reliable  friend.  (Staff)  320  Hayes  (at 
Franklin),  SF.  863-5545.  Seafood,  L/D,  $$,  AE/ 
DC/DISC/MC/V. 

Sauce  enjoys  the  services  of  chef  Ben  Paula, 
whose  uninhibited  California  cooking  is  as 
easy  to  like  as  a  good  pop  song.  (PR,  5/05) 

131  Gough  (at  Oak),  SF.  252-1369.  California, 
D,  $$,  AE/CB/DS/MC/V. 

Zuni  Cafe  is  one  of  the  most  celebrated  — 
and  durable  —  restaurants  in  town,  perhaps 
because  its  kitchen  has  honored  the  rustic 
country  cooking  of  France  and  Italy  for  the 
better  part  of  two  decades.  (PR,  2/05)  1658 
Market  (at  Franklin),  SF.  552-2522. 

California,  B/L/D,  $$$,  AE/MC/V. 

Castro,  Noe  Valley,  Glen 
Park 

Le  Bon  Gateau  offers  pastries,  cakes,  cookies, 
sandwiches,  and  salads  in  a  heart-of-the- 
Castro  setting  bright  with  red  paint  and  social 
intrigue.  (PR,  6/05)  476  Castro  (at  18th  St.), 

SF.  621-2767.  Eclectic,  B/L/D,  4,  MC/V. 

Firefly  remains  an  exemplar  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  restaurant  in  San  Francisco:  it  is  homey 
and  classy,  hip  and  friendly,  serving  an 
American  menu  —  deftly  inflected  with  eth- 

Continued  on  page  32 
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Arabic  P usion 
Cuisine 

A  LARGE  PORTION 
OF  OUR  MENU  IS 
DEDICATED  TO  UNIQUE 
AND  TASTY  VEGETARIAN 
AND  VEGAN  OPTIONS. 


PARKING  AT 
SUTTER  GARAGE 
$5  VALIDATION 


yiWttj  gj 
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Dinner  Tucs-Sat  Open  fitoni  6pro 
Brectkf/ut  Mon-Fri  A 1 1  am 
Brunch  S-.u-  Su  n  Ham  - 1  pm 


1075  Sutter  @  Larkin 

Inside  the  Hotel  Carlton 

SI7-W-5W 
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Organic  Groceries  by  Ocean  Beach 

L  Worker-Owned  Cooperative 

A  Established  in  1974 


Ml 


3930  Judah  St. 
@  44th  Ave.  SF 
open  daily  10-8 


415.661.7475  -  www.otheravenues.org 
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INDIAN  VEGETARIAN  CUISINE 


EVERYTHING 
MADE  FROM 
SCRATCH 


OPEN  EVERYDAY 

LUNCH  11-2 
DINNER  5-10 


415.681.4355 

775  Frederick  street 
@  Arguello  San  Francisco 


WINNER! 


Occasional 
Sunday  Brunch 

(c<4(  fer  next  date) 


BEST 
FAKE  MEAT 
SANDWICH 


11arn-8pw  Mon-Sat  except  Wed  11aryi-3pm 
1298  Market  St  @  9th,  San  Francisco 

62M994 

www.anandafuara.com 


Out 


did  you  know... 

Chinese  were  freezing  tofu  to  make 
it  meat-like  more  than  1 ,000  years 
ago,  and  Japanese  Buddhist  monks 
were  making  mock  "goose"  back  in 
the  1 5th  century. 


Qoumri  Ethiopia*  Cuh^ 
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''Best  African  Restaurant"  "Best  of  the  East  Bay" 

-  Oakland  Tribune  2003  -  East  Bay  Express  2001-2005 

6427  Telegraph  Ave.  Oakland  •  (510)  601-7999 
www.cafecolucci.com 
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AINBOW  GROCERY 


A  Worker-Owned  Cooperative 

415.863.0620  www.rainbow.coop 


uou 

*'  .* 


HOUSEWARES  SALE 

20%  off  everything  Saturday  December  24th  ' 
in  the 

Housewares  Dept. 

Friday  December  16t,h 
thru' 

Saturday  December  31st 


OPEN  9am  ■  6pm  .  .  s 

a 


Limited  to  in  stock  products  only. 
No  special  orders.  No  rainchecks. 
No  double  discounts. 

While  supplies  last. 


| 

Saturday  December  31st  | 

OPEN  9am-6pm  \ 

■ 

Sunday  January  1st  200fk£4a 
CLOSED 


1745  Folsom  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  CA  94103 
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eighborly  food 
tasty  prices... 
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San  Francisco  2210  Fillmore 
415.921.2956 

San  Francisco  288  Noe  Street 
415.431.7210 

Berkeley  2936  College  Avenue 
510.540.7773 

Cafe/Restaurant/Catering 

RN  ERS!  GERMAN  RESTAURANT 
NOW  SERVING  OINNER 

'I  NIEHTS  A  WEEK  5:30-10PM 


SF  BAY  GUAROIAN  BEST  OF  THE  BAY 

BEST  ERST  EERMflN  RESTAURANT 
2000  &  BOOS 

SAN  FRANCISCO  MAGAZINE 

50  VERY  BEST  RESTRURRNTS  OF  EQQS 

381  SOUTH  VRN  NESS  @  15TH  ST.  SF 
415.551.1181  WWW.WRLZWERK.COM 


1710  mission  street 

@OUBOCE  SF,  CA 
41 5-364-5585 
tevendesf.com 


HAPPY  HOUR 

TUESDAY  thru  FRIDAY  5  to  7PM 
WITH  $2  PILSNER  DRAFTS  AND 
$2  OFF  ALL  WINES  BY  THE  GLASS 


CASUAL  FINE  SIMMS 
AWARD  WINNING  COCKTAILS 
WORLD  CLASS  ENTERTAINMENT 


#• 
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HOURS 

TUESDAY  thru  SAT  5PM  tD  2AM 
SUNDAY  BRUNCH  11AM  to  4PM 
LIVE  &  DJ  ENTERTAINMENT  NIGHTLY 


B@n©mp@ife 

A  Fairtrade  Latinamerican 
Cultural  Store 

loim '  1XMAS  CON 
SABOR! 


Order  on-line 

www.casabonampak.com 

Open  Late  7  days/wk  Free  Gift  w /  this  Ad 


en  el  Co raz¥n  de  la  Misi*n 

In  the  Heart  of  SF' s  Mission  Dietrict 

3331  -  24TH  STREET  (bet.  mission  &  Valencia) 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94110 
PHONE  (415)  642-4079 
FAX  (415)  642-0699 


Best  Greeting 
Card  Shop 


BESToftheJS 

IBAYr* 
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ESCAPE  FROM 
NEW  YORK  PIZZA 


$2.99 

ANY  SLICE  &  SODA 

with  ad  plus  tax,  one  slice  per 
coupon,  not  valid  with  other 
offers  Bay  Guardian 

333  BUSH 

Between  Montgomery  &  Kearney 

421-0700 


Other  Locations: 


1737  HAIGHT 

508  CASTRO 

@  Cole  Street 

@  18th  Street 

668-5577 

252-1515 

fRU  Mum! 


fT'S  EASY?!! 


Enter  to  win  a 
$25.00  Gift  Certificate 
to  a  local  record  store 


1.  Turn  to  our  Classified  section 

2.  Find  the  “Music  Contest”  ad  in  our  music  category 

3.  Follow  the  directions...good  luck! 


Tired  of 
our  fabulous 
city  views? 


Goat  Hill  Pizza 
now  delivers. 


Pull  menu  at  www.g'oathillpizza.ooni 

Call  today  for  a  Goat  Hill  Pizza:  974-1303 


FOOD  &  DRINK 

Eat  Here  Now 

From  page  30 

nic  and  vegetarian  touches  —  that’s  the  match 
of  any  in  the  city.  (PR,  9/04)  4288  24th  St.  (at 
Douglass),  SF.  821-7652.  American,  D,  $$,  AE/ 
MC/V. 

Los  Flamingos  mingles  Cuban  and  Mexican 
specialties  in  a  relaxed,  leafy,  walk-oriented 
neighborhood  setting.  Lots  of  pink  on  the 
walls;  even  more  starch  on  the  plates.  (PR, 
11/04)  151  Noe  (at  Henry),  SF.  252-7450. 
Cuban/Mexican,  BR/D,  $,  AE/DC/DS/MC/V. 
La  Provence  bestows  a  welcome  dash  of 
south-of-France  sunshine  to  an  often 
befogged  city.  Many  fine  Provencal  standards, 
including  a  memorable  tarte  trop£zienne. 

(PR,  9/05)  1001  Guerrero  (at  22nd  St.),  SF. 
643-4333.  French,  D,  $$,  MC/V. 

Haight,  Cole  Valley,  Western 
Addition 

Bia’s  Restaurant  and  Wine  Bar  proves  hippies 
know  what’s  what  in  matters  of  food  and 
wine.  An  excellent  menu  of  homey  items  with 
Middle  Eastern  and  Persian  accents;  a  tight, 
widely  varied  wine  list.  (PR,  11/04)  1640 
Haight  (at  Cole),  SF.  861-8868.  California/ 
Middle  Eastern,  L/D,  $,  AE/DC/MC/V. 

Blue  Jay  Cafe  has  the  Mayberry,  RFD,  look, 
and  giant  platters  of  Southernish  food, 
including  a  good  catfish  po’boy  and  crispy 
fried  chicken.  Everything  is  under  $10.  (PR, 
4/04)  919  Divisadero  (at  McAllister),  SF.  447- 
6066.  American/soul,  BR/L/D,  $,  MC/V. 
Frankie’s  Bohemian  Cafe  has  Pilsener  Urquell, 
a  Bohemian  beer,  on  tap  for  a  touch  of  Czech 
authenticity,  but  the  crowd  is  young,  exuber¬ 
ant,  Pacific  Heights,  het.  Follow  the  crowd  and 
stick  with  the  burgers.  (PR,  2/05)  1682 
Divisadero  (at  Pine),  SF.  921-4725.  Czech/ 
American,  L/D,  $,  AE/MC/V. 

Rotee  isn’t  the  fanciest  south  Asian  restaurant 
in  the  neighborhood,  but  it  is  certainly  one  of 
the  most  fragrant,  and  its  bright  oranges  and 
yellows  (food,  walls)  do  bring  good  cheer. 
Excellent  tandoori  fish.  (PR,  12/04)  400 
Haight  (at  Webster),  SF.  552-8309.  Indian/ 
Pakistani,  L/D,  $,  MC/V. 

Winterland  borrows  the  nostalgic  name  of  the 
onetime  ice-skating  rink  cum  music  venue 
that  once  stood  on  the  spot,  but  the  food  is 
pure  —  and  foamy  —  Euro  avant-garde, 
served  to  a  glam  crowd  dressed  in  shades  of 
SoMa  black.  For  a  less  vertiginous  experience, 
enjoy  the  bar  menu.  (PR,  6/05)  2101  Sutter 
(at  Steiner),  SF.  563-5025.  International,  D, 
$$$,  AE/MC/V. 

Mission,  Bernal  Heights, 
Pptrero  Hill 

Blowfish  glows  red  and  inviting  on  an  other¬ 
wise  industrial  and  residential  stretch  of 
Bryant  Street.  Sushi  —  in  pristine  fingers  of 
nigiri  or  in  a  half-dozen  inventive  hand  rolls 

—  is  a  marvel.  (Staff)  2170  Bryant  (at  20th 
St),  SF.  285-3848.  Sushi,  L/D,  $,  AE/DC/ 
DISC/MC/V. 

Blue  Plate  has  a  diner  aura  —  bustle,  clatter 

—  but  the  Mediterranean  food  is  stylishly  fla¬ 
vorful.  A  great  value.  (PR,  2/03)  3218  Mission 
(at  28th  St),  SF.  282-6777.  Mediterranean,  D, 
$$,  AE/MC/V. 

Cafe  Bella  Vista  brings  a  stylish  touch  of 
Cataluna  to  the  Inner  Mission.  Excellent  gaz- 
pacho  and  tortilla  espanola.  The  interior 
decor  is  sleek  and  modern,  though  the  space 
itself  seems  slightly  squashed  by  the  apart¬ 
ment  building  overhead.  (PR,  6/04)  2598 
Harrison  (at  22nd  St),  SF.  641-6195.  Spanish, 
B/BR/L/D,$,  AE/MC/V. 

II  Cantuccio  strikingly  evokes  that  little  tratto¬ 
ria  you  found  near  the  Ponte  Vecchio  on  your 
last  trip  to  Florence.  (Staff)  3228  16th  St.  (at 
Guerrero).  861-3899.  Italian,  D,  $,  MC/V. 
Delfina  has  grown  from  a  neighborhood 
restaurant  to  an  event,  but  an  expanded  din¬ 
ing  room  has  brought  the  noise  under  con¬ 
trol,  and  as  always,  the  food  —  intense  varia¬ 
tions  on  a  theme  of  Tuscany  —  could  not  be 
better.  (PR,  2/04)  3621  18th  St.  (at  Guerrero), 
SR  552-4055.  California,  D,  $$,  MC/V. 
Emmy’s  Spaghetti  Shack  offers  a  tasty,  inex¬ 
pensive,  late-night  alternative  to  Pasta 
Pomodoro.  The  touch  of  human  hands  is 
everywhere  evident.  (Staff)  18  Virginia  (at 
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FOOD  &  DRINK 


1 .  Homemade  cognac  ice 
'cream 

2.  Au  Bon  Climat  pi  not  noir, 
Santa  Maria  Valley,  2000 

3.  Chocolate  pot  de  creme 
with  madeleines,  Bistro  350 

4.  Silk  nog 

5.  EsCEstUEstm  di 
Montefiascone,  secco  203 


Mission),  SF.  206-2086.  Italian,  D,  $,  cash 
only. 

Foreign  Cinema  serves  some  fine  New 
American  food  in  a  spare  setting  of  concrete 
and  glass  that  warms  up  romantically  once 
the  sun  goes  down.  (Staff)  2534  Mission  (at 
21st  St.),  SF.  648-7600.  California,  D,  $$,  AE/ 
MC/V.  ‘ 

Liberty  Cafe  specializes  in  simple,  perfect 
food:  a  Caesar  salad  that  outshines  all  others; 
the  best  chicken  pot  pie  in  the  city;  and 
down-home  desserts  even  a  bake  sale  in  Iowa 
couldn’t  beat.  (Staff)  410  Cortland  (at 
Bennington),  SF.  695-8777.  American,  BR/L/ 
D,  $-$$,  AE/MC/V. 

Maverick  hold$  several  winning  cards,  includ¬ 
ing  a  menu  of  first-rate  New  American  food,  a 
clutch  of  interesting  wines  by  the  glass  and 
half  glass,  and  a  handsome,  spare  Mission 
District  setting  discreetly  cushioned  for  sound 
control.  (PR,  9/05)  3316  17th  St.  (at  Mission), 
SF.  863-3061.  American,  L/D,  $$,  AE/DS/MC/ 
V. 

Medjool  doesn’t  offer  much  by  way  of  its 
namesake  date,  food  of  the  ancient  pharaohs, 
but  the  pan-Mediterranean  menu  (which 
emphasizes  small  plates)  is  mostly  tasty,  and 
the  setting  is  appealingly  layered,  from  a  side¬ 
walk  terrace  to  a  moody  dining  room  behind 
a  set  of  big  carved- wood  doors.  (PR,  1 1/04) 
2522  Mission  (at  21st  St.),  SF.  550-9055. 
Mediterranean,  B/L/D,  $$,  AE/DS/MC/V. 

The  Napper  Tandy  serves  good  Irish  pub-grub 
standards  of  immeasurable  scale.  Little- 
known  Irish  beers  on  tap  make  a  good  match 
with  the  food.  (PR,  5/04)  3200  24th  St.  (at 
South  Van  Ness),  SF.  550-7510.  Irish,  L/D,  $, 
MC/V. 

Ramblas  resists  the  globalized- tapa  trend  by 
serving  up  Spanish  classics.  And  they  are 
good,  from  grilled  black  sausage  to  calamares 
a  la  plancha  to  crisp  potato  cubes  bathed  in  a 
vivid  red-pepper  sauce.  (Staff)  557  Valencia 
(at  16th  St.),  SF.  565-0207.  Spanish/tapas,  D, 
$$,  AE/MC/V. 

Range  recaptures  the  dot-com  spirit  of  1999 
with  its  generically  edgy  postmodern  look, 
but  the  food  at  its  best  is  honest  and  spirited. 
The  coffee- rubbed  pork  shoulder,  a  variation 
on  mole,  is  a  one-in-a-million  dish.  (PR, 

9/05)  842  Valencia  (at  19th  St.),  SF.  282-8283. 
California,  D,  $$,  MC/V. 

Rasoi  The  food  here  is  milder  than  the  fiery 
south  Indian  curries,  and  it’s  very  vegetarian- 
friendly.  Slowly  revolving  ceiling  fans  give  a 
pleasant  illusion  of  heat  even  when  it’s  freez¬ 
ing  outside.  (Staff)  1037  Valencia  (at  22nd 
St.),  SF.  695-0599.  Indian,  D,  $,  AE/MC/V. 
Slow  Club  still  has  a  speakeasy  charm,  and  the 
California  cooking  that  emerges  from  the  tiny, 
clamorous  kitchen  is  still  the  class  of  the 
northeast  Mission.  (PR,  1/05)  2501  Mariposa 
(at  Hampshire),  SF.  241-9390.  California,  BR/ 
L/D,  $$,  MC/V. 

Ti  Couz  The  menu  of  entrees  here  consists 
exclusively  of  crepes  —  from  light  snacks  to 
full  meals,  from  sweet  to  savory  —  served  up 
in  a  bright,  boisterous  cafe  environment. 
(Staff)  3108  16th  St.  (at  Valencia),  SF.  252- 
7373.  Crepes,  BR/L/D,  $,  MC/V. 

Tokyo  Go  Go  The  simplest  dishes  are  the  best. 
Given  the  location  and  the  thick  crowds  of 
people  dressed  in  black,  the  noise  level  is  sur¬ 
prisingly  moderate.  (Staff)  3174  16th  St.  (near 
Guerrero),  SF.  864-2288.  Japanese,  D,  $$,  MC/ 
V. 

Walzwerk  bills  itself  as  an  “East  German” 
restaurant,  but  don’t  be  frightened:  the  food  is 
fresh,  clever,  tasty,  and  surprisingly  fight.  The 
decor  has  a  definite  Cabaret  edge.  (Staff)  381 
S.  Van  Ness  (at  15th),  SF.  551-7181.  German, 

D,  $,  MC/V. 

Woodward’s  Garden  defies  its  under-the-free- 
way  setting  with  a  seasonal,  reasonably  priced 
Continued  on  page  34 


Tapas 
•Paellas 

Sangria  and  Sherries 

i  CAN  ACCOMMODATE  LARGE  GROUPS 

A legrias  Restaurant 
2018  Lombard/ Webster 
Open  nightly  at  5:30PM 
415-929-8888 


% 


Japanese  Restaurant 


1 


832  Clement  Street  @  9th  Avenue 
Open  for  lunch  &  dinner 
415.752.0475 


★  Party  trays  available  for  the  Holidays  ★ 


GREAT  VALUES  YEAR  ROUND! 


THE  BARGAIN  BANK 

Where  the  savings  add  up! 

*  GOURMET  F00P  *  WINE/BEER  * 

*  HOUSEWARES  *  HEALTH  6-  BEAUTY  * 

CLOSEOUTS  AND 
SPECIALS  ONLY! 

STORE  *1 

599  Clewet  ST  (Corner  of  7th  Ave) 

SF  CA  94118  (415)  ZZ1-485Z 
Open  Mon-Fri  10-7:00  Sat-Sun  10-6:00 


STORE  *2 

1541  Polk  ST  (between  Cal.  $■  Saeto.) 
SF  CA  94109  (415)  545-16 Z3 
Open  Mon-Fri  10-7:00  Sat 


WAREHOUSE  OUTLET 

566  Minnesota  (Between  18th  6-  Mariposa) 
SF  CA  94118  (415)  55Z-7m 
Open  Everyday  10-6:00 


WWW.BARCAINBANK.COM 


ICE  CREAM 


6SS  San  Jo-te  Avenue  &  29th  SL,  SF 
Open  Dtwlvj  11AM  -  11PM 
(415)  648-2300  •  wwvv.H-sticketWcecre«m^&m 
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2005  Best  of  the  Bay 
Award  Winner 

919  Divisadero  @  McAllister 
415.447.6066 


Taqueria 

A  taste  of  the  Mission  in 


WVUIIU  vpv/llllljj  » 


uooa,  rresn,  _ 

Inexpensive  10am  thru  10pm  •  7  days  a  week 

1550  Howard  St  (between  11th  &  12th)  San  Franci 


- 


Come  try  our 
vegetarian  burrito 
-  You’ll  be  hooked! 

'(415)431-0160 


t-,  Where  -i . 

Foodies 

Love 

Eat 


Serving  SF  for  25  years 


MARIO 

BATALI 


Owner  of 
seven  New 
VorkOty 
restaurants; 
author  of  die 
new  book 
Molto  Ita/iano; 
star  of  Molto 
Mario  on 
the  Food 
Network 


2830  Mission  Street  at  24TH 


‘The  best  tacos 
in  the  world’ 

SAN  FRANCISCO  The 
best  tacos  in  the 
world  are  at  Taqueria 
San  Jose.  2830  Mission 
St.,  415/282-0203,  $2. 

-  Arthur  Frommer’s 
Budget  Travel  Magazine 


PHONE  (415)  282-0203 


HI  HO/ 1/  II H  HER  LOUH&E 

RESERVE  EARLY  FOR  YOUR  NEW  YEARS  EVE  DINNER!! 

feQptur eJ  -tbe  J 

ruoJ-t  <2 Xau/J/-Ce  t^b/J/c^  Je/ec-t/oA/y 
eV  <d/tb  -tins  A/etcJ  C-OA/c-eft 
of  c.oA/-terv?ora.fij  Za.pa.A/eJe  food > 
Served  /A/  Za.j>a.A/'s  fa.ruouJ 
J  2.0. eUteC/fil  4-  dr/A/p/A/J  veA/ueJ- 

flfboA/  offers  iab/S^  bott/e  purc.ba.Je 
•t  J-tora.je  for  re-tu.rA/1  a/j  jueJtS- 

U)e  tA/vrte  y ou  •to  eA(j  ou  •tbe 
JeA/JuOuJ  y/ea.JureJ  of 
vtb/Sfpy's  irorua.  a_A/d  ■ta.s-te  fror* 

a.ruoA/j  12.0  vib/Sfo/eJ 

Su y  ■tbe  j/ft  of  bo-t-t/ed 
for  -the  botido-uJ- 


TSUNAMI 


SUSHI  &  SAKE  5AR 
1506  Eulton  St.  SE,  CA  5>+117 
Tel.  41 5.567.766+ 
www.tsunami-sf.com 


SAN  FRANCISCO'S  PREMIER  DINNER  LOUNGE 


1779  FOLSOM  STEET  @  14TH  SAN  FRANCISCO  CA  94103 
Tel:41 5.552.4400  WWW.NIHON-SF.COM 
RESERVATIONS  RECOMMENDED 
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California-cuisine  menu  that  explains  how  a 
restaurant  has  managed  to  thrive  for  more 
than  a  decade  in  a  seemingly  unpromising 
location.  Dim  lighting  can  make  reading  the 
menu  a  chore.  (PR,  3/05)  1700  Mission  (at 
Duboce),  SF.  621-7122.  California,  D,  $$,  MC/ 
V. 

Restaurant  YoYo  joins  the  food  maelstrom  at 
Valencia  and  16th  Streets  bearing  a  powerful 
tool:  sushi,  good  and  cheap.  The  Mel’s-diner 
interior,  on  the  other  hand,  is  pure 
Americana.  (Staff)  3092  16th  St.  (at  Valencia), 
SF.  255-9181.  Japanese/sushi,  L/D,  $,  MC/V. 
Zante  Pizza  and  Indian  Cuisine  is  that  famous 
Indian  pizza  place.  Meaning  it’s  got  Indian 
food,  its  got  pizza,  and  it’s  got  Indian  pizza. 
(Staff)  3489  Mission  (at  Cortland),  SF.  821  - 
3949.  Indian,  L/D,  $,  AE/DISC/MC/V. 

Marina,  Pacific  Heights, 
Laurel  Heights 

Cafe  Maritime  captures  something  of  the  feel 
of  a  New  England  seafood  restaurant.  Despite 
the  touristy  location,  the  food  is  honest  and 
good.  (PR,  7/04)  2417  Lombard  (at  Scott),  SF. 
885-2530.  Seafood,  D,  $$,  AE/DC/DS/MC/V. 
Chouquet’s  gives  stylish  little  spins  to  all  sorts 
of  French  bistro  standards,  and  some  non¬ 
standards.  The  general  look  and  tone  is  sleek 
and  Parisian.  (PR,  6/05)  2500  Washington  (at 
Fillmore),  SF.  359-0075.  French,  BR/L/D,  $$, 
AE/DC/DS/MC/V. 

Curbside  Too,  younger  sibling  to  the  Curbside 
Cafe,  looks  like  a  roadside  greasy  spoon.  But 
come  dinnertime  the  Mexican  brunch  influ¬ 
ences  melt  into  a  sublime  French  saucefest. 
(Staff)  2769  Lombard  (at  Lyon),  SF.  921-4442. 
French,  D,  $$,  AE/MC/V. 

Rigolo  combines  the  best  of  Pascal  Rigo’s 
boulangeries  —  including  the  spectacular 
breads  —  with  some  of  the  simpler  elements 
(such  as  roast  chicken)  of  his  higher-end 
places.  The  result  is  excellent  value  in  a 
bustling  setting.  (PR,  1/05)  3465  California  (at 
Laurel),  SF.  876-7777.  California/ 
Mediterranean,  B/L/D,  $,  MC/V. 

Yaya  deals  in  Mesopotamian  cuisine,  and  that 
means  unusual  and  haunting  combinations  of 
sweet,  sour,  and  salty.  The  halogen-lit  setting 
of  blue  and  gold  includes  a  trompe  l’oeil 
mural  of  an  ancient  Babylonian  city.  (PR, 

6/05)  2424  Van  Ness  (at  Green),  SF.  440-0455. 
Mesopotamian,  D,  $$,  MC/V. 

Sunset 

Cafe  for  All  Seasons  reflects  the  friendly 
vibrancy  of  its  West  Portal  neighborhood.  The 
California  comfort  food  doesn’t  set  off  fire¬ 
works,  but  it’s  reliably  good  and  fresh.  (Staff) 
150  West  Portal  (at  Vicente),  SF.  665-0900. 
California,  L/D,  $$,  AE/MC/V. 

Mamee  Thai  A  friendly,  low-key  neighbor¬ 
hood  restaurant  —  now  in  two  neighbor¬ 
hoods  —  that  just  happens  to  serve  some  of 
the  best  Thai  food  in  town.  (PR,  1/04)  2225 
Irving  (at  23rd  Ave.),  SF.  665-9500;  1 243 
Ninth  Ave.  (at  Lincoln),  SF.  731-9999.  Thai,  U 
D,  $,  AE/MC/V. 

P.J.’s  Oyster  Bed  Of  all  the  U.S.  regional  cul¬ 
tures,  southern  Louisiana’s  may  be  the  most 
beloved,  and  at  P.J.’s  you  can  taste  why.  (Staff) 
737  Irving  (at  Ninth  Ave.),  SF.  566-7775. 
Seafood,  L/D,  $$,  AE/MC/V. 

Xiao  Loong  elevates  the  neighborhood 
Chinese  restaurant  experience  to  one  of  fine 
dining,  with  immaculate  ingredients  and  skill¬ 
ful  preparation  in  a  calm  architectural  setting. 
(PR,  8/05)  250  West  Portal  (at  14th  Ave.),  SF. 
753-5678.  Chinese,  L/D,  $,  AE/MC/V. 

Richmond 

Assab  dishes  up  unforgettably  spicy  Eritrean 
food,  family-style,  in  a  comfortable  space  near 
the  University  of  San  Francisco.  Honey  wine, 
for  those  so  inclined.  (PR,  9/05)  2845  Geary 
(at  Collins),  SF.  441-7083.  Eritrean,  L/D,  $, 
AE/DS/MC/V. 

Chapeau!  serves  some  of  the  best  food  in  the 
city  —  at  shockingly  reasonable  prices.  The 
French  cooking  reflects  as  much  style  and 
imagination  as  any  California  menu.  (Staff) 
1408  Clement  (at  15th  Ave.),  SF.  750-9787. 
French,  D,  $$,  AE/DC/MC/V. 


0  R  IN  K 

Mai’s  Restaurant  On  the  basis  of  the  hot-and- 
sour  shrimp  soup  with  pineapple  alone,  Mai’s 
deserves  a  line  out  the  door.  (Staff)  316 
Clement  (at  Fourth  Ave.),  SF.  221-3046. 
Vietnamese,  17D,  4,  AE/DC/MC/V. 

Pizzetta  21 1  practices  the  art  of  the  pizza  in  a 
glowing  little  storefront  space.  Thin  crusts, 
unusual  combinations,  a  few  side  dishes  of 
the  highest  quality.  (PR,  2/04)  211  23rd  Ave. 

(at  California),  SF.  379-9880.  Pizza/Italian,  U 
D,  $. 

Bayview,  Hunters  Point,  and 
south 

The  Old  Clam  House  really  is  old  —  it’s  been 
in  the  same  location  since  the  Civil  War  — 
but  the  seafood  preparations  are  fresh,  in  an 
old-fashioned  way.  Matchless  cioppino.  Sports 
types  cluster  at  the  bar,  under  the  shadow  of  a 
halved,  mounted  Jaguar  E-type.  (Staff)  299 
Bayshore  (at  Oakdale),  SF.  826-4880.  Seafood, 
L/D,  $$,  MC/V. 

Peking  Wok  is  a  great  Chinese  dive  in 
Bayview,  right  smack  on  the  way  to 
Candlestick.  Not  counting  the  18  special  com¬ 
bos  for  $3.25-$4.50,  there  are  -109  items  on 
the  Peking  Wok  menu.  At  least  101  of  them 
are  under  five  bucks.  (Staff)  4920  Third  St.  (at 
Palou),  SF.  822-1818.  Chinese,  L/D,  4. 

Taqueria  El  Potrillo  serves  one  of  the  best 
chicken  burritos  in  town,  if  not  the  best.  You 
can  get  your  bird  grilled  or  barbecued,  or 
have  steak  instead,  or  tacos.  Excellent  salsas 
and  aguas  frescas,  and  warmer  weather  than 
practically  anywhere  else  in  town.  (Staff) 

300 A  Bayshore  Blvd.  (at  Flower),  SF.  642- 
1612.  Mexican,  B/L/D,  4,  cash  only. 

Berkeley,  Emeryville, 
and  north 

Cesar  You’ll  be  tempted  to  nibble  for  hours 
from  Chez  Panisse-related  Cesar’s  Spanish- 
inspired  tapas  —  unless  you  can’t  get  past  the 
addictive  sage-and-rosemary-flecked  fried 
potatoes.  (Staff)  1515  Shattuck  (near  Vine), 
Berk.  (510)  883-0222.  Spanish,  D,  $,  DISC/ 
MC/V. 

Lalime’s  is  a  long-standing  institution  in  East 
Bay  haute  cuisine  culture,  but  there’s  nothing 
institutional  about  the  attentive  service  or  the 
creative  and  gorgeous  dishes.  (Staff)  1329 
Gilman  (at  Peralta),  Berk.  (510)  527-9838. 
French/Mediterranean,  D,  $$,  AE/DC/MC/V. 
Rick  and  Ann’s  serves  some  of  the  best  shoe¬ 
string  fries  on  earth,  along  with  excellent  (if 
nouvelle)  renditions  of  such  Americana  as 
meat  loaf,  and  chicken  pot  pie  baked  under  a 
cheddar  cheese  biscuit  (Staff)  2922  Domingo 
(at  Ashby),  Berk.  (510)  649-8538.  American, 
BR/L/D,  $,  AE/MC/V. 

Zachary’s  Chicago  Pizza  The  stuffed  pizza  is 
simply  out  of  this  world.  The  fact  that  both 
Zachary’s  outlets  are  always  busy  speaks  for 
itself.  (Staff)  1853  Solano  (at  Fresno),  Berk. 
(510)  525-5950;  5801  College  (at  Oak  Grove), 
Berk.  (510)  655-6385.  Pizza,  L/D,  $,  AE/MC/ 
V. 


Oakland  and  Alameda 

Arizmendi  is  a  worker-owned  bakery  where 
bread  rolls  out  in  seemingly  infinite  varieties 

—  potato,  Asiago,  sesame-sunflower.  (Staff) 
3265  Lakeshore  (at  Mandana),  Oakl.  (510) 
268-8849.  Bakery,  B/L/D,  4.  Not  wheelchair 
accessible. 

Mama’s  Royal  Cafe  Breakfast  is  the  draw  here 

—  even  just-coffee-for-me  types  might  suc¬ 
cumb  when  confronted  with  waffles,  French 
toast,  pancakes,  tofu  scramble,  huevos 
rancheros,  and  20  different  omelets.  (Staff) 
4012  Broadway  (at  40th  St.),  Oakl.  (510)  547- 
7600.  American,  B/L,  4. 

Nan  Yang  offers  too  many  great  dishes  —  gin¬ 
ger  salad,  spicy  fried  potato  cakes,  coconut 
chicken  noodle  soup,  garlic  noodles,  succulent 
lamb  curry  that  melts  in  your  mouth  —  to 
experience  in  one  visit.  (Staff)  6048  College 
(at  Claremont),  Oakl.  (510)  655-3298. 
Burmese,  L/D,  $,  MC/V. 

II  Porcellino  When  faced  with  a  menu  like  II 
Porcellino’s,  any  concern  for  health  benefits 
should  take  a  backseat  to  hedonism.  (Staff) 
6111  LaSalle  (at  Moraga),  Oakl.  (510)  339- 
2149.  Italian,  L/D,  $,  AE/DC/DISC/MC/V.  ❖ 


2814 19TH  ST./ BRYANT 
821-4608 
universalcafe.net 


0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Classically  spicy  Indian  dishes  and 
a  wealth  of  vegetarian  choices! 

INDIAN  OVEN 
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Best  of  the  Bay  Winner  7  Years  in  a  Row! 

-Bay  Guardian  ‘98,  ‘99,  ‘00,  ‘01,  ‘02,  ‘03  &  ‘04 

Best  of  San  Francisco  Winner 

-SF  Weekly  ‘98,  ‘99,  ‘00,  ‘01,  ‘03,  &  2004 

Best  Indian  in  the  Gty 

-San  Francisco  Magazine  ‘98,  ‘99,  ‘01,  &  ‘2004 

Best  Indian  Winner  7  Years  in  a  Row! 

-ZAGAT  ‘98,  ‘99,  ‘00, ‘01,  ‘02,  ‘03  &  2004 

233  Fillmore  St.  (®  Haight  •  415-626-1628 

indianovensf.com 

0 
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Savory  Crepes 
Sweet  Crepes 
French  Sandwiches 
and  much  more... 

"Crepe  Express  offers  s  more  traditional 
turn  on  the  delicate  French  Crepe." 

ChrfjUm  brtklm  SF  tanfaw 

1476  Haight  @>  Ashbury 
415.865.0264 

Open  7  days  a  week  9:30am  -  9:30  pm  on  weekdays 
9:30am  -  10pm  Fiday  8  Saturday 


A  San  Francisco  Institution 
for  ouer  57  gears! 


HOME  OF  THE  CLASSIC 
HAND-CARVED  SANDWICH. 


DINNER  &  A  DRINK  FOR  AROUND  410! 
SERVING  FOOD  'TIL  1:45AM 

_ DISCOUNTED  VALIDATED  PARKING  AT  CATHEDRAL  HILL  HOTEL _ 


IIOI  GEARY  <S>  VAN  NESS  •  (415)  775-4216 


Nt  Yow 

^\esluarant 


LOW  PRICES  8 

GENEROUS  PORTIONS!/ f 

SERI/WO  THE  BEST  BREAKFAST 
OB  HAIGHT  SINCE  1977 

GREAT  AMERICAN 
8  ITALIAN  CO/S/NE 

GREAT  OMELETS!  TASTY  CREPES! 
HAND  TOSSED  PIZZA! 
UNBELIEVABLE  'TR/CKT  SANDWICHES! 


FRESH  VEGGIES.  MASHED  POTATOES. 
GARLIC  BREAD.  S  CHOICE  OF  SOUP 
OR  SALAD.  ALL  FOR  UNDER  SlOffi 

(! 


SAM  -  //PM 

1466  HAIGHT  @  ASHBURY 
(4/5)  557-4550 


4288  24th  Street  *  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652 
fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday 
$30  for  3  courses 


2003 


the"  2004 

y 


TAQUERIA 

CAN-CUN 


*2005 , 

*  BESTt 
IjAQUERlA 

'  A  * 


BEST  VEGGIE  BURRITO 
IN  SAN  FRANCISCO! 

Bay  Guardian 
"Best  of  the  Bay" 

1998,  1999,  2000, 
2001,  2002,  2003 


•  OPEN  EVERYDAY  • 


*  ★  *- 

2288  Mission  St.  @  19tli 
(415)  252-9560 
1003  Market  St.  @  6th 
(415)  864-6773 

Come  visit  our  newest  location: 

3211  Mission  St.  @  Valencia 
(415)  550-1414 


We  do 

Big  Postcards, 


Big  Postcards? 

4by6.com  prints  high-quality,  full-color  6"x8"  Postcards. 
6x8  Postcards  are  perfect  for  that  special  announcement 
or  if  you  want  to  stand  out  from  the  crowd.  We  print 
in  quantities  from  1 00  up  to  20,000. 


Check  out  our  prices... 

4/1 

4/4 

Satin 

1 00  6x8  Postcards 

$200 

$250 

$290 

250  6x8  Postcards 

$210 

$260 

$300 

500  6x8  Postcards 

$220 

$270 

$310 

1 ,000  6x8  Postcards 

$350 

$410 

$450 

Visit  www.4by6.com  for  more  prices  and  quantities. 


4by6.com? 

4by6.com  is  the  leading  online  postcard  printing  system. 
Our  award-winning  website  enables  you  to  order,  print 
and  proof  high-quality  postcards  and  business  cards 
without  leaving  your  seat. 

Get  a  free  4by6.com  Sample  Kit. 

The  4by6.com  Sample  Kit  includes  examples  of  all  our 
card  sizes  and  finishes,  useful  printing  tips,  and  a  color 
calibration  tool  to  help  you  get  perfect  results  every  time. 
Go  to  www.4by6.com  and  click  Order  a  Sample  Kit. 


■>  4by6.com 
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r  Look  for 
more  live  shows  at 
Amoeba,  SF 


r  of  Amoeba’s  HOLIDAY  , 
GIFT  GUIDE  chock  full  of 
music  fi  movie  suggestions.' 
L  In  stores  and  / 


CARIBOU  IQS 

Marino  |t[ 

* l‘1  itos  collection  of  videos  by 
Dublin  based  animators  Delicious  9  that 
are  featured  in  Caribou's  live  show. 

The  CH'O  ooa'etSHJver  an  hour  of  videos  — 
one  :of  nary  song  on  The  Milk  ol 
Human  Kindness  and  Up  in  Flames. 


2455  TELEGRAPH  AVENUE  •  BERKELEY  *  (510)  549-1125 

VALIDATED  PARKING  AT  SATHER  GATE  PARKING  GARAGE 

1855  HAIGHT  STREET  •  SAN  FRANCISCO  •  (415)  831-1200 

VALIDATED  PARKING  AT  KEZAR  STADIUM  LOT 

BUY-SELL-TRADE:  DVDS,  CDS,  LPS  8  MORE!  HIGHEST  PRICES  PAID  IN  CASH  OR  TRADE!  WWW.AMOEBAMUSIC.COM 
HOLIDAY  HOURS:  SATURDAY  12/24  -  10AM-8PM  SUNDAY  12/25  -  CLOSED  MONDAY  12/2G  -  REGULAR  HOURS 


YOUNGBLOODZ  1/1S 

Ev’rybody  Know  Me  IH( 

Youngbloodz  are  back  on  the  scene  with 
the  follow  up  to  the  gold-certilied  Drankin 
Palnai  featuring  the  hot  new  single. 
Presidential. 

Also  available  as  Dualdisc  lor  16.98. 


o  DAVID  THOMAS  BROUGHTON  Q98 

.  The  Complete  Guide  (/CD 

v  To  Insufficiency 

Having  built  up  a  strong  tanbase  over  the 
last  couple  of  years  on  the  Leeds  live  scene 
oddball  folk  wonder  David  Thomas  Broughton 
releases  his  debut  album.  Remarkable, 
like  a  timeless  classic  or  an  obscure  LP  you 
,  „  discovered  in  a  dusty  second  hand  shop." 
—Angry Ape 


ALL  TOMORROW'S  PARTIES  1Q98 
3.1  lOCD 

Various  Artists 

ATP  s  latest  compilation,  curated  by  Matt 
Greer  featuring  pertormances  Irom  the 
/Ot!: -i1  "  -’re w  s  Parties  festival  Cuts 

if*  Son*?  r  ,  and  The  Stooges.  The 
for,’  Spoon  The  Shins  Modest 
'-torte  Elliott  Smith  Oaniel  Johnston, 
and  lots  more 


toundsystea 


LCD  SOUNDSYSTEM  1/198 

LCDSoundsystem  IHcD 

Four  stars.  New  York  producer  James 
Murphy  steps  out  from  behind  the  mixing 
desk  like  a  21st  century  Mark  E.  Smith, 
backed  by  a  brilliant  collision  of  acid  house 
beats  and  punk  tunk  basslines 
—  0  Magazine 

Also  available  in  special  packaging  for  18.98 


DWELE  1/I9B 

SomeKinda...  I*?{JJ) 

Detroit  singer  Dwele  has  some  kinda  talent 
that  is  immediately  evident  in  his  latest  soul 
effort  The  26-year-old  has  come  a  long  way 
since  his  debut  record  took  radio  waves  by 
storm.  Each  song  is  full  of  elegant  sentiments 
delivered  in  a  thoroughly  modern  way. 


EaE3IS3ffiiSI 
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Our  readers  are  truly  passionate  about 

THEIR  MUSIC.  BOTH  WITH  THEIR  FAMILIAR 
STANDBYS  AND  WITH  EXCITING  NEW  TALENT. 

Here  are  the  top  picks  for  the  Bay 
area's  best  purveyors  of  sound. ..as 

VOTED  BY  YOU! 


JAH  YZER 

Milk  Bar 

This  rasta  master  seems  to  play 

EVERYWHERE,  AMASSING  A  DEDICATED  AND 

EVER-GROWING  FOLLOWING  WITH  POPULAR  GIGS 
like  Tuesdays  at  Milk  Bar  in  the  Haight. 
The  MIAMI  TRANSPLANT,  CHIEF  MEM8ER  OF 
JAH  WARRIOR  SHELTER  Hl-F»,  IS  A  TRUE 
AFICIONADO  OF  ROOTS  REGGAE,  CLASSIC 
DANCEHALL  ANO  EVEN  BREAKBEATS;  ONE 
VOTER  NOTED  THAT  HE  IS  "HANDS 
DOWN. ..THE  MOST  GIFTED  Sc  VERSATILE  OF 
ALL."  He's  WON  SEVERAL  AWARDS.  AND  MAYBE 
MORE  IMPORTANTLY,  THE  DEVOTION  OF  OUR 
CLUB-GOING  READERS. 


TED  LEI BCWITZ 

BAGELRADIO.COM 

Savvy  indie-rock  fans  have  singled  out  SF* 

BASED  INTERNET  STATION  BAGEL  RADIO  AS 
THEIR  CHOICE  FOR  THE  BEST  NOISE  POP 
WITHOUT  THE  CRAP.  Friday's  HOST  (AND  SITE- 
LAUNCHER)  Ted  HAS  GARNERED  THE  MOST 
PASSIONATE  ACCOLADES;  ONE 
REAOER  MODESTLY  GUSHED  THAT  HE  IS  "THE 
BEST  DJ  IN  THE  ENTIRE  WORLD!!!!"  FOUR 
^  EXCLAMATION  POINTS  IS  HIGH  PRAISE  INDEEO. 

WHETHER  ON  HIS  WEBCASTS, 

PODCASTS,  OR  THROUGH  THE  LIVE  SHOWS  HE 
BOOKS  THROUGHOUT  THE  BAY  AREA,  TEO  HAS 
ATTRACTED  NATIONAL  AWARDS  AND  ATTENTION,  BUT  OUR  READERS 
CAN  RIGHTFULLY  CLAIM  THAT  THEY  FOUND  HIM  FIRST. 


thanks  tq  all  qf  the  djb  who  keep  the  Bay  Area  tuned  in 

AND  ROCKED  OUT  EVERY  DAY  AND  NIGHT!  AND  VERY  SPECIAL 
THANKS  TO  DUR  READERS  WHO  BENT  IN  BALLOTS  OR  VOTED 
DNLINE--TO  SHOW  HOW  MUCH  WE  APPRECIATE  YOUR  SUPPORT. 
WE  RE  GOING  TO  PICK  A  LUCKY  FEW  AND  BEND  YOU  SOME. 
FABULOUS  PRIZES  COURTESY  OF  OUR  SPONSORS. 


SOMAFM.COM 


Kylee  Swenson  of  lqquat  summeo  it  all  up: 
There  are  a  few  prerequisites  that  make 

FOR  A  GREAT  DJ:  GOOD  TASTE,  GOOD  TIM¬ 
ING  AND  THE  WILLINGNESS  TO  SEEK  OUT 
AND  INVESTIGATE  NEW  MUSIC.  ELISE  HAS 
ALL  OF  THAT  COMPLETELY  LOCKED  DOWN. 

Even  though  I  pretty  much  live  and 

BREATHE  MUSIC,  ELISE  IS  ALWAYS  TURNING 
ME  ON  TO  SOME  REALLY  COOL  BAND  I 
PROBABLY  WOULDN’T  HAVE  OTHERWISE 
DISCOVERED  ON  MY  OWN."  QUR  READERS 
COULDN'T  AGREE  MORE! 


■MUimttMMf  On 
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THE  VIDEOS  'Si 


classic 

rock 


38 

Frequencies 

39 

Trash 

40 

Film, 

43 

Theater 

45 

Dance 

46 

Sonic  Reducer 

47 

Grooves 


1 .  Stravinsky’s  “The 
Nightingale”  and  “Oedipus 
Rex,”  San  Francisco 
Symphony 

2.  Princess  Superstar  mixing 
Pink  Floyd  and  Peaches, 
Club  Six 

3.  Lady  Sovereign,  Club  Six 

4.  Winter  spinnaker  sailing, 
East  Bay 

5.  Santino  on  Project  Runway 


:r 
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Making  out  the  Band 

A  Musical  History  makes  us  believers.  By  Mike  McGuirk 


Just  chill:  The  Band  comes  in  from  the  cold  with  the  formidable  A  Musical  History. 


I  have  this  theory  about  people  who  5 
like  rock  music.  I  think  in  order  to  ffl 
be  the  kind  of  person  who  likes  £ 
rock,  you  have  to  love  the  Band.  < 
You  have  to  know  the  Stones  £ 

inside  and  out,  and  you  have  to  love  P 
the  Band.  Everybody  loves  the  Stones,  J 
but  when  you  meet  someone  who 
loves  the  Stones  and  the  Band,  you 
know  this  is  a  person  whose  tastes 
may  be  trusted.  If  you  don’t  like  the 
Band,  it’s  OK.  You  just  don’t  like  rock 
music.  You  like  punk  or  new  wave  or 
something.  And  there  is  nothing,  < 
absolutely  nothing,  wrong  with  not 
liking  rock  music.  Just  don’t  come  to 
parties  at  my  house  and  request  shit. 

The  Band  has  just  released  a  box 
set  covering  practically  every  single 
recorded  moment  they  have  to  offer 
—  all  the  albums,  a  bunch  of  live 
stuff,  and  many  song  outtakes.  1  don’t 
have  access  to  the  booklet  that  comes 
with  A  Musical  History  (Capitol), 
because  I  am  writing  this  from  some 
godforsaken  jungle  in  southeast 
Asia.  No  lie.  But  from  what  I’ve  read 
while  looking  for  info  to  plagiarize 
for  this  article,  it  seems  like  people 
are  shitting  their  pants  over  just  the 
booklet,  which  makes  me  really 
wanna  know  what’s  in  it.  Actual 
photographic  evidence  of  Robbie 
Robertson  marveling  at  himself  in 
the  mirror?  Richard  Manuel’s  sui¬ 
cide  note?  What  is  in  there?  Tons  of 
writing  about  the  Band?  Please,  not 
that.  It  seems  like  when  people  write 
about  the  Band,  they  get  a  little,  uh, 
what’s  the  word  . . .  how  do  1  say  it? 
Totally  full  of  ponderous,  annoying 
shit,  maybe?  Yes.  It’s  true: 

People  —  and  I  do  it  myself  — 
start  trying  to  write  something  as 
deep  and  reverential  as  the  Band’s 
music  itself.  It’s  usually  a  bad  idea 
(see  the  liner  notes  to  The  Basement 
Tapes  for  starters  —  ugh).  There  is 
something  natural  about  the  Band 
and  their  music,  something  that 
exists  almost  nowhere  else.  These 
are  guys  who  could  play  with  Jimmy 
Reed  and  have  it  be  the  right  thing 
to  do  for  everyone  involved.  They 
could  play  “Froggy  Went  A- 
Courtin’”  and  (a)  not  sound  like 
morons  and  (b)  reveal  the  side  of 
the  song  that  no  one  ever  thought 
of:  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  very  fabric 
of  what  America  was  when  it  had 
not  only  something  but  everything 
to  offer  the  world.  See?  I  told  you  I 
would  do  this. 

Burnin’  up 

So  with  no  booklet  to  go  along  with 
my  listening  to  this  box  set,  I  can’t 
really  give  any  tidbits  of  info  regard¬ 
ing  the  songs  I  like  the  most.  I  can 
recognize  the  first  songs  as  being 


from  The  Last  Waltz,  with  Ronnie 
Hawkins  on  fuck-all-these-big-stars 
vocals.  And  I  think  that’s  Reed 
singing  on  the  second  track, 
although  his  voice  seems  awfully 
strong  for  what  could  only  have 
been  a  pretty  old  guy  at  the  time. 
Maybe  this  was  cut  from  The  Last 
Waltz ?  Anyway,  it’s  awesome.  So  is 
“Further  on  up  the  Road,”  which  I 
think  has  Clapton  on  vocals,  but 
I’m  not  sure,  because  it  doesn’t 
totally  sound  like  him. 

The  thing  here  is  that  I’ve  seen 
The  Last  Waltz  many  times,  and  I 
listen  to  the  album  a  lot,  but 
Robertson’s  guitar  sounds  particu¬ 
larly  burnin’  on  these  cuts.  This  is  a 
theme  throughout  the  first  disc  of 
this  25-disc  set:  Robertson’s  guitar 
playing.  Every  time  he  screeches  out 
that  precise,  economic  channeling 
of  early  rock  ’n’  roll  guitar-god 
Mickey  Baker,  you  can’t  help  but 
forget  the  incredibly  annoying 
things  he’s  said  over  the  years. 
Recently  I  read  Bob  Dylan’s  autobi¬ 
ography,  Chronicles,  Volume  One, 
and  in  it  he  describes  this  period 
where  the  world  is  touting  him  as  a 
prophet  and  the  voice  of  his  genera¬ 
tion.  He  actually  says,  “Screw  that.” 
Then  he’s  in  a  car  with  Robertson, 
and  Robertson  asks  him,  “Where 
are  you  gonna  lead  them,  Bob?”  So 
the  dude  was  clueless  —  there’s 
your  proof.  But,  Jesus  Christ,  the 
downward  spiral  of  his  last  solo  on 
“Robbie’s  Blues”  here  is  heavy, 
heavy  shit.  And  the  rest  of  the  time 


he  adds  those  little  rock  ’n’  soul 
phrases.  No  other  (half-)white  man 
plays  guitar  like  that. 

So  Robbie’s  a  great  guitarist,  but 
the  other  thing  —  the  real  thing  — 
about  this  box  set  is  that  it  has  all 
this  stuff  from  way  early  in  the 
Band’s  career  when,  as  a  unit,  they 
just  smoked.  That  said,  using  the 
words  smoke,  smoked,  or  smoking 
should  be  illegal  unless  used  to 
describe  the  Band  when  they  are 
nailing  it. 

Tell  me  more 

Much  of  this  box  set  is  music  you 
should  already  own,  but  if  you 
don’t  already,  you  can  get  it  all  done 
in  one  stop.  For  folks  with  the 
records,  the  first  disc  is  the  best 
Band  stuff  I’ve  heard  since  The 
Bootleg  Series,  Vol.  4:  Bob  Dylan 
Live,  1966:  The  “Royal  Albert  Hall 
Concert”  album  came  out,  where 
they  practically  kill  everyone  in  the 
room  with  “Tell  Me,  Mama.” 

The  pre-Band  songs  are  like  blue¬ 
prints  for  how  a  rhythm  section, 
organist,  and  guitarist  are  meant  to 
play  rock  ’n’  roll.  There  is  a  hippie 
song  from  Rick  Danko  that  is 
almost  as  sweet  as  watching  him 
teach  the  Dead  “Ain’t  No  More 
Cane”  in  Festival  Express.  Then 
there’s  all  the  stuff  the  Band 
released  when  they  were  together, 
and  those  beautiful  versions  of  “The 
Weight”  and  “The  Night  They 
Drove  OT  Dixie  Down”  from  The 
Last  Waltz.  But  right  off  the  bat,  on 


the  second  song,  they  play  with 
Reed,  and  it’s  one  of  those  Band 
moments  where  you  think  you 
might  cry.  Why?'I  don’t  know.  It’s 
the  Band.  This  happens. 

Epilogue:  Manuel  and 
‘Ruben  Remus’ 

Manuel  really  is  the  most  important 
component  of  the  Band.  I  think  the 
reason  the  group’s  music  can  some¬ 
times  go  right  through  you  has 
more  to  do  with  Manuel  and  his 
voice  than  anything  Robertson  did. 

Robertson  is  the  guy  in  “Bessie 
Smith”  —  he  fucks  over  his  girl  and 
goes  off  into  the  world  and  then 
does  her  the  favor  of  coming  back 
after  he’s  burned  all  his  bridges. 
Manuel,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the 
guy  in  “Ruben  Remus”:  naive,  a 
mark,  too  good-hearted  for  this 
world.  Everybody’s  always  ripping 
him  off,  and  he  is  the  guy  who  finds 
out  last  that  his  intended  girl 
prefers  some  slick  dude  to  his  own 
plain  and  slow-talking  self.  Maybe 
this  is  a  stretch;  after  all,  I  never 
met  Manuel,  but  the  footage  of  him 
shyly  mumbling  in  The  Last  Waltz , 
the  things  he  seems  to  hold  back 
from  saying  (when  Robertson’s  say¬ 
ing  way  too  much),  have  always 
indicated  to  me  that  he  was  some 
kind  of  gentle  soul.  Is  this  corny? 
Yeah;  whatever. 

Then  the  dude  killed  himself, 
which  is  awful  and  speaks  to  the 
deep,  deep  pain  he  sang  with. 

You  can  hear  it  in  everything. 
Desperation.  Listen  to  him  giving  in 
to  his  lady  in  “Honky  Tonk”  or  fac¬ 
ing  the  music  in  “Shape  I’m  In.” 
There  are  a  million  band  songs 
where  Manuel’s  sad,  baffled  charac¬ 
ter  comes  to  life. 

The  thing  about  his  voice  is  that 
Manuel  actually  sounds  like  Ray 
Charles.  He  doesn’t  try  to  sing  like 
him  —  he  just  sounds  like  him,  nat¬ 
urally.  This  is  important  because  the 
only  other  person  who  can  really, 
truly  bring  a  listener  to  tears  is 
Charles.  Why?  I  don’t  know.  Let’s 
just  agree  on  this  one. 

I  have  a  bootleg  of  Manuel  playing 
a  solo  show  not  long  before  he  died. 
It’s  called  Whispering  Pines.  His  voice 
is  ravaged  from  drink  and  drugs,  he 
screws  up  the  words  to  some  songs, 
and  plays  “Across  the  Great  Divide” 
twice.  Then  Rick  Danko  shows  up, 
and  the  whole  show  devolves  into 
drunk  dudes  singing  too  close  to  the 
microphone.  It’s  kind  of  dark.  There’s 
no  answer  there.  It’s  just  that  Manuel 
was  a  troubled  man,  for  sure,  and  his 
contribution  sometimes  gets  lost  in 
the  shuffle.  1  just  wanted  to  that  point 
out.  ❖ 
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frequenciesby  josh  kun 

Siren  song 

The  kid  is  running.  The  cops  are  chasing.  Someone’s  been  shot.  That’s  all  we 
know.  We  don’t  know  if  it’s  murder;  we  don’t  even  know  if  the  kid  pulled 
the  trigger  or  if  he’s  just  a  suspect  But  the  cops  are  chasing  him,  all  day,  all 
week,  down  railway  tracks,  without  end.  “What  have  I  done?”  the  kid  asks. 
“Will  you  help  me?”  The  kid  begs  for  help,  but  we  don’t  know  from  whom. 
All  he  wants  is  more  speed.  All  he  wants  is  to  keep  running. 

Eddy  Grant  had  been  living  in  London  for  seven  years  before  he  wrote  “Police 
on  My  Back,”  in  1 967.  The  teenage  Guyanese  immigrant,  who  would  soon  don  a 
blond  Afro  while  singing  “Black-Skinned  Blue-Eyed  Boys”  with  his  mixed-race 
band,  the  Equals,  may  be  remembered  in  the  States  for  putting  the  reggae  synth 
pop  of  “Electric  Avenue”  into  Casey  Kasem’s  ’80s  hit  parade,  but  it’s  his  first-per¬ 
son  flight  from  the  London  cops  that’s  still  his  best  legacy,  even  decades  after  he 
packed  it  up  for  Barbados.  More  nervous  than  NWA’s  LAPD  middle-finger  and 
less  confessional  than  Bob  Marley’s  sheriff  fess-up,  “Police  on  My  Back”  is  one  of 
pop  music’s  great  cop-baiting  songs  precisely  because  it  is  not  boiling  with  rage 
or  wrapped  in  adolescent  boast  but  is  full  of  vulnerability,  ambivalence,  and 
dread.  There’s  the  law,  and  there’s  the  kid,  and  the  kid  is  scared. 

In  T-Bone  Walker’s 

blues  classic  “stormy  Much  has  been  made,  in  an 

Monday,”  each  day  of  the  0cho  f  ^  jn  19g2  f  h 
week  is  worse  than  the  ' 

one  before  it,  but  at  least  French  hip-hop  predicted  the 

there  was  church  on 

Sunday,  in  “Police  on  My  riots,  but  it  was  Eddy  Grant’s 
s^lSSr  song  that  saw  it  coming. 

kid  runs  for  all  seven  days  as  if  he  knows  there’s  no  Sabbath  for  the  accused. 

When  the  Clash  covered  it  on  1980’s  Sandinista!  (Epic),  a  punky  reggae  slam  of 
US  imperialism  and  an  ode  to  Nicaragua’s  Sandinista  rebels,  they  emphasized 
Grant’s  catalog  of  the  days  that  wouldn’t  stop  with  snare  rolls,  cymbal  snaps,  and 
guitars  that  sounded  like  patrol  car  sirens. 

While  the  Clash’s  version  left  room  for  the  black  immigrant  kid  to  be  reimag¬ 
ined  as  white  and  working-class,  a  more  recent  version  from  London’s  Asian  Dub 
Foundation  and  Toulouse’s  Franco- Arab  collective  Zebda  makes  the  kid  not  only 
a  south  Asian  in  the  UK,  but  a  French-Arab  living  on  the  margins  of  national  citi¬ 
zenship  ( Zebda  is  French  slang  for  Arab).  The  update  makes  a  timely  appearance 
on  Another  World  Is  Possible  (Uncivilized  World),  a  new  “antiglobalization”  com¬ 
pilation  spearheaded  by  activist  group  ATTAC  (Association  of  Financial  Transac¬ 
tions  for  the  Aid  of  Citizens). 

The  album  was  released  just  weeks  before  the  Parisian  police  were  on  the  backs 
of  three  suburban  immigrant  kids  (one  from  Mali,  one  from  Tunisia,  one  a  Kurd 
from  Turkey)  who  ran  right  from  their  game  of  street  football  into  a  power  sta¬ 
tion,  where  they  were  electrocuted  before  their  IDs  could  be  checked.  The  end  of 
their  running  led  to  20  nights  of  unrest  in  Arab  and  African  neighborhoods. 

Much  has  been  made,  in  an  echo  of  LA  in  1992,  of  how  French  hip-hop  predicted 
the  riots,  but  it  was  Grant’s  song  that  saw  it  coming.  Not  the  details  of  it  all,  but 
the  coming  Zeitgeist  of  resistance  and  refusal,  the  point  at  which  the  kid  would 
have  to  stop  running  and  either  fight  back,  be  caught,  or  die.  In  that  way  the  song 
went  beyond  its  cops-and-robbers  content  and  became  a  song  about  power,  a  citi¬ 
zen’s  plea  in  a  moment  of  crisis. 

That  the  song  was  written  by  a  South  American  immigrant  in  London  a  year 
after  Guyana  gained  independence  from  the  British  crown  was  also  a  harbinger  of 
the  globalized  era  of  unprecedented  inequity  and  international  migration  that  was 
waiting  just  around  the  corner.  As  Noam  Chomsky  writes  in  one  of  the  essays  that 
accompanies  Another  World  Is  Possible,  it  is  an  era  that  lives  by  a  cardinal  rule  — 
“capital  has  priority,  people  are  incidental.”  Whether  you  understand  them  as  po¬ 
litical  or  mindless,  the  French  riots  were  a  demand  for  recognition  by  people  who 
want,  for  once,  to  understand  what  it  means  to  be  prioritized. 

Besides  tracks  from  Salif  Keita  and  the  Skatalites,  the  new  “Police  on  My  Back” 
is  joined  by  a  track  from  Manu  Chao,  probably  the  artist  most  synonymous  with 
giving  the  antiglobalization  movement  a  musical  voice.  Chao  even  showed  up  to 
do  a  set  in  the  middle  of  this  fall’s  other  hotbed  of  global  unrest,  Mar  de  Plata,  Ar¬ 
gentina  —  home  to  a  globalization  showdown  between  Bushes  Summit  of  the 
Americas  and  Chavez’s  People’s  Summit  of  the  Americas. 

Yet  to  the  dismay  of  many  activists,  Chao  refused  to  play  in  the  alternative 
summit’s  stadium  headquarters  while  Chavez  dug  a  grave  for  free  trade  and  put 
Bush’s  name  on  the  tombstone.  Chao  was  clear  with  the  press:  He  was  anti-Bush, 
but  not  pro-Chavez.  So  as  Arabs  and  Africans  burned  their  way  through  the  Paris 
suburbs,  Chao  stood  in  the  Argentine  rain  and  sang  his  songs  where  he  said  they 
belonged:  in  a  local  plaza  in  a  working-class  neighborhood,  with  no  politician  as 
his  opening  act.  v 


E-mail  Josh  Kun  at  jksfbg@aol.com. 
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gamer  by  natedenver 

Wasteoid 

Tony  Hawk’s  American  Wasteland  (Activision) 


It  wasn’t  too  long  ago  that  skat¬ 
ing  was  “dead”  and  Tony  Hawk 
was  one  of  the  skaters  featured 
in  a  skate  magazine  article 
about  pro  skaters  and  their 
i  Honda  Civics.  Now  his  mansion 
has  been  featured  on  Cribs,  he 
does  commercials  for  Bagel  Bites, 

|  and  he  probably  drives  a 
I  Millennium  Falcon.  Love  him  or 
1  hate  him,  the  Birdman  was  always 
I  a  very  consistent  vert  technician. 

S  Sure,  Jason  Jesse  and  Hosoi  had 
j  more  style,  but  give  Hawk  a  break 
|  —  he’s  a  golden  boy,  which  isn’t 
I  an  easy  image  to  maintain  in  the 
jf  law-bending,  bench-breaking, 

}  noise-polluting,  injury-inducing 
I  world  of  skateboarding. 

While  he  may  be  considered  a 
bit  of  a  nerd  to  most  skaters,  his  video  game-making 
[  skills  are  undeniable.  Tony  Hawk’s  American  Wasteland 
’  (Activision;  PS2,  GameCube,  Xbox,  Xbox  360,  Nintendo 
s  DS,  Game  Boy  Advance),  the  seventh  installment  in  the 
Hawk  series,  is  a  fun  game  and  much  better  than  the  last 
I  version,  T.H.U.G.  2. 

The  big  selling  point  being  touted  —  and  it’s  no  small 
>  detail  —  is  the  lack  of  load  times  between  levels.  Once  a 
|  new  level  is  unlocked,  you  don’t  have  to  wait  for  the 
loading  bar  at  the  bottom  of  the  screen  to  slowly  move  to 
the  right;  you  can  just  skate  there.  If  you  feel  like  going  to 
1  the  last  level,  you  can  skate  to  it.  The  game  takes  advan- 
?  tage  of  the  no-load-time  feature  by  asking  players  to 
s  travel  back  and  forth  between  levels  to  complete  chal- 
;  lenges  and  collect  money. 

The  basic  story  line:  You  play  as  an  up-and-coming 
•  skater  who  has  just  moved  to  Los  Angeles  to  make  it  big. 


You  must  prove  yourself  to  the  locals 
and  endure  some  hazing.  Before  long,  J 
local  skaters  consider  you  to  be  official, 
and  they  ask  you  to  help  build  a  new 
mega-skate  park.  The  park-building 
journey  includes  busting  people  out  of 
jail,  meeting  up  with  Z-Boy  Tony  Alva, 
trading  the  board  in  for  a  bike  and 
doing  BMX  tricks,  feeding  a  shark,  and 
tons  of  other  stuff.  The  story  makes 
sense,  and  while  goofy  at  times,  it  moves 
the  game  along  in  a  fon  and  entertaining  | 
way.  You  can  actually  play  the  entire 
game  on  a  bike. 

The  controls  are  consistent  with  all  the  j 
other  T.  Hawk  games,  which  is  to  say  they  | 
are  excellent.  A  bunch  of  old-school 
tricks  are  thrown  in  the  mix  to  keep 
things  well-rounded  —  standouts  include  J 
bert  slides  and  Natas  slides  (mimicking 
Natas’s  spin  on  top  of  a  fire  hydrant  in  the  classic  skate  j 
video  Streets  of  Fire).  Special  moves,  spine  and  hip  trans¬ 
fers,  reverts,  manuals,  and  all  that  junk  is  in  there  too. 

Players  can  be  customized  to  the  max;  tattoos,  hairdos, 
clothes,  and  gear  can  be  changed  to  fit  your  needs. 

For  gamers  who  hate  to  play  alone,  the  multiplayer  and 
online  modes  will  keep  you  in  good  company.  The  game  is 
supported  by  Xbox  Live  and  PlayStation  2  Online,  and  a 
two-player  co-op  play  enables  you  to  get  down  with  your 
best  gaming  friends/enemies.  Other  game  modes  include 
Capture  the  Flag,  Trick  Attack,  Scavenger  Hunt,  HORSE, 
and  Create- A- Park.  The  face-mapping  feature  enables  you 
to  upload  your  own  beautiful  image  into  the  game. 

The  music  ancj  sound  effects  are  fine,  and  the  voices 
range  from  great  to  funny  to  harsh.  The  bum  voice 
sounds  so  much  tike  Will  Ferrell  that  I’m  not  sure  it  isn’t 
Will  Ferrell.  ❖ 


Circle  J,  R.I.P. 


A  few  years  ago,  Sy  sketched  up 
Those  Fucking  Unicorns,  a  utopian 
vision  of  uncensored  horny  behav¬ 
ior.  Next  came  Track  Ponies,  in 
which  the  sex  and  the  commentary 
got  a  bit  rougher.  Now  the  local 
artist  presents  a  third  bestial  book¬ 
let,  and  it’s  safe  to  say  that 
Exxxtinction:  The  1st  Known  Circle 
Jirk  lives  up  to  the  high  standards 
set  by  its  predecessors,  adding  a 
new  array  of  wild  positions,  odd 
noises  ( whewff,  hooawgg,  and  g- 
lorff  are  three  examples),  and 
unbridled  carnality  to  Sy’s  world. 
As  the  booklet  notes,  “polishing 
eggs  was  a  constant  chore”  for  the 
“real  hot  and  large”  beasts  of  long 
ago,  but  that  still  didn’t  stop 
them  from  finding  the  time  to 
get  themselves  off  —  to  the 
degree  that  they  stopped  getting 


it  on.  The  timing  of  Exxxtinction  s 
publication  is  eerier  It  arrives  just  as 
SF’s  Circle  J  club  prepares  to  close 
its  doors  for  good.  Needles  and  Pens, 
483  14th  St.,  SF.  (4l5)  255-1534. 
(Johnny  Ray  Huston) 


Faith  nil 

Brian  Flemming’s  The  God  Who  Wasn’t 
There  falls  into  the  newish  classification 
of  highly  opinionated  documentary 
(“op-doc”?)  —  foregoing  a  more  bal¬ 
anced  presentation  in  favor  of  overt 
agenda-pushing.  Still,  the  agenda  in 
question  is  one  that’s  been  given  pre¬ 
cious  little  voice  lately:  atheism,  or,  more 
specifically,  questioning  the  true  origins 
of  Christianity.  So,  did  Jesus  exist? 

Flemming,  a  former  hardcore  funda¬ 
mentalist,  taps  his  sense  of  humor  (dead¬ 
pan  narration;  a  rapid-fire, 

Hollywoodized  race  through  the  life  of 
Jesus;  adding  up  all  the  acts  of  violence 
in  The  Passion  of  the  Christ)  and  the  talk¬ 
ing  heads  of  authors,  historians,  and 
folklorists  to  state  his  case.  He  also  visits 
his  devoutly  Christian  alma  mater  and 
lobs  faith-vs.-science  questions  at  its  stone-faced  superintendent.  The  God  Who 
Wasn’t  There  may  not  make  “the  perfect  holiday  gift”  (as  it’s  cheekily  advertised  on 
the  film’s  Web  site,  www.thegodmovie.com)  for  the  millions  of  evangelicals  who 
are  pretty  much  running  the  show  in  America  these  days,  but  it’s  thought- 
provoking  enough  to  maybe  crack  open  a  few  closed  minds.  DVD  extras  include 
extended  interviews  and  an  “Explore  the  Myth”  slide  show  that  expands  on  the 
film’s  themes;  the  two  commentary  tracks  are  actually  audio  interviews  conducted 
by  Flemming.  For  ordering  info,  visit  the  film’s  distributor,  San  Francisco  label 
Blackchair  DVD,  at  www.blackchair.com.  (Cheryl  Eddy) 


Mead  notebook 

As  Brokeback  Mountain  gallops  across  the  media  land¬ 
scape,  the  time  is  right  for  another  celebration  of  every 
ranch  hand’s  favorite  gay  nurse,  Taylor  Mead.  Star  of 
Andy  Warhol’s  FBI-inciting  Lonesome  Cowboys  (as  well 
as  Taylor  Mead’s  Ass),  Mead  isn’t  just  a  master  of  comic 
improvisation,  he’s  also  a 
poet  —  not  that  the  two 
can’t  or  shouldn't  be 
linked.  Onscreen,  he’s 
recently  been  featured  in 
Jim  Jarmusch’s  Coffee  and 
Cigarettes  and  been  the 
subject  of  the  doc 
Excavating  Taylor  Mead 
(tagline:  “This  is  the  oppo¬ 
site  end  of  the  Robert 
Evans  spectrum”).  But 
busy  Mead  has  also  been 
putting  pen  to  paper,  and 
the  result  is  a  sequel  of 
sorts  to  his  1986  laugh  riot 
Son  of  Andy  Warhol,  which 
was  appropriately  pub¬ 
lished  in  Hanuman  Press’s 
trademark  mini-mini  for¬ 
mat.  Graced  with  an  intro¬ 
duction  by  fellow  wet  wit 


Gary  Indiana,  the  brand-new  A  Simple  Country  Girl 
(Bowery  Poetry,  www.yourbookpublisher.com/pub- 
lished_and_publishing.htm)  is  around  130  pages  long 
and  can  be  read  in  around,  well,  15  minutes.  Each  one 
is  worth  the  dollar  that  adds  up  to  its  $14.95  price,  list¬ 
ed  on  a  bar  code  that  has  the  phrase  “What  in  the  hell 
is  going  on  here?”  printed 
in  elegant  script  below.  An 
heir  to  Wilde,  though  far 
less  prone  to  pomp,  Mead 
■  is  a  master  of  direct 
address.  A  typical  classic: 

Everything 

Has  a  right  to  life 
except  mosquitoes 
and  religious  people 

If  you  lived  in  New  York, 
you  could  see  the  Taylor 
Mead  Show  at  the  Bowery 
Poetry  Club,  where  woe 
befalls  all  fools  who  chal¬ 
lenge  Mead  to  verbal 
jousts.  Here  on  the  other 
coast,  you  can  enjoy  this 
book.  (Huston) 
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You’ve  got  hell 

The  dead  surf  our  minds  in  Kiyoshi  Kurosawa’s  Pulse.  By  Chuck  Stephens 


The  Japanese  title  of  Pulse  —  a 
startlingly  bleak,  apocalyptic 
thriller  made  by  Kiyoshi 
Kurosawa  back  in  2001  that  is 
only  just  now  enjoying  its  US 
theatrical  release  —  is  Kairo.  No,  it 
does  not  concern  the  Middle  East, 
though  you  might  be  forgiven  for 
considering  that  possibility.  Kurosawa 
has  long  had  a  penchant  for  giving 
his  oddly  off-balance  and  always 
unnerving  ultramodernist  movies 
extremely  open-ended  titles;  even 
before  he  changed  the  name  of  his 
End  Times  allegory  Jellyfish  Alert  to 
Bright  Future,  he  was  making  nihilis¬ 
tic  crime  flicks  with  counterintuitive 
appellations  like  Cure  and  Charisma. 
You  remember  Charisma  —  the 
movie  where  Koji  Yakusho  played  a 
disgraced  police  detective  hell-bent 
on  preserving  a  scrawny  but  poten¬ 
tially  world-destroying  tree? 

In  fact,  kairo  is  a  Japanese  term  ' 
that  (according  to  translator  Linda 
Hoaglund,  who  has  subtitled  nearly 
all  of  Kurosawa’s  films)  refers  to  an 
electronic  circuit,  or  to  a  kind  of 
quasi-electric  connection  made  with¬ 
in  the  path  of  life.  Somewhere  along 


the  way,  f Cairo's  producers  decided 
that  Pulse  would  probably  work  bet¬ 
ter  for  Kurosawa’s  western  audiences, 
especially  as  Pulse  sounds  wholly 
more  sanguinary  than  a  techno- 
gizmoidal  direct  translation  like 
Circuit  might.  Given  that  Kurosawa’s 
films  are  all  about  the  ways  modern- 


day  ambiguities  tend  to  drain 
humanity  of  rosy-cheeked  flush,  Pulse 
is  indeed  a  good  fit.  A  movie  all 
about  undead  entities  who  invade 
our  mortal  realm  through  a  modem 
connection  that  refuses  to  log  off, 
Pulse  finally  suggests  a  moral  along 
the  lines  of,  “When  there’s  no  more 


room  on  the  Internet,  the  dead  will 
surf  our  minds,”  or  an  alternate  title 
like  Night  of  the  Living  Web. 

Pulse’s  plot  begins  when  cyber¬ 
dude  Taguchi  doesn’t  show  up  for 
work  at  the  Sunny  Planet  Sales 
botanical  lab  —  a  typical  sort  of 
establishment  for  the  flora-obsessed 
Kurosawa  —  and  problems  begin  to 
arise  when  everyone  seems  to  need 
the  mysterious  floppy  disc  he’d  taken 
home  to  tinker  with  the  night 
before.  Goworker  Michi  (Kimiko 
Aso,  last  seen  as  the  heroic  teenage 
whale-wrangler  in  Shohei  Imamura’s 
Dr.  Akagi)  volunteers  to  check  up  on 


Taguchi  at  his  apartment.  When  she 
gets  there,  Taguchi  lets  her  into  his 
pad,  points  her  to  the  floppy,  and 
then  steps  into  the  next  room  to 
hang  himself,  twisting  his  neck  into 
a  shape  as  gnarled  as  one  of 
Charisma’s  branches.  Later,  back  at 
the  office,  the  SPS  employees  find  a 
strange  screen-grab  their  late  col¬ 
league  had  saved  to  the  disc:  It’s  an 
image  of  Taguchi’s  computer  moni¬ 
tor,  and  on  the  monitor  there 
appears  this  same  image  again,  in 
infinite  regression.  * 

Elsewhere,  a  local  college  student 
named  Kawashima  decides  he’ll  sign 
up  with  an  Internet  service 
provider  in  hopes  of  chatting  him¬ 
self  into  a  nonvirtual  relationship. 
But  the  new  server  he  logs  on  with, 
Uranus,  begins  to  flood  his  desktop 
with  mpegs  of  a  number  of  appar¬ 
ently  death-bound  computer  users, 
and  when  he  tries  to  log  off,  all 
Kawashima  gets  is  a  message  read¬ 
ing,  “Would  you  like  to  meet  a 
ghost?” 

You  don’t  need  a  copy  of 
Haunted  Web-browsing  for 
Dummies  to  see  where  this  is  going. 
Kawashima’s  not  alone.  More  of 
Japan’s  young  Netizens  find  similar 
images  —  often  with  the  kanji  for 
death  scrawled  somewhere  in  the 
background  —  on  their  monitors. 
SPS  employees  begin  getting  cell 
phone  calls  from  the  late  Taguchi, 
calling  out  for  help. 

The  images  that  have  led  some 
critics  to  claim  that  Kurosawa  had 
pilfered  notions  from  the  endless 
Ring  cycle  —  when  in  fact  Cure 
influenced  Hideo  Nakata  —  are 
those  screen-grabs  of  the  faces  of 
the  nearly  departed  that  appear  to 
have  been  smudged  into  some 
smeary  state  of  disintegration.  But 
the  ever-escalating  creepinesses  in 
Kurosawa’s  Pulse  seems  less  attuned 
to  the  nuances  of  Ring’s  lethal 
videotape  paradigm  than  to  the 
sorts  of  surrealist  interior  decora¬ 
tions  you  might  find  in  a  film  by 
David  Lynch,  if  not  to  an  altogether 


Fill  specter 


|  ore  frightened  than  I’ve  ever  been  in  a  movie  theatre.’’ 

“It's  the  scariest  film  you’ll  see  this  year  —  and  possibly  any  year  after." 
When  it  comes  to  Kiyoshi  Kurosawa’s  long-suppressed  Pulse,  any  rave  is 
a  good  thing,  and  the  sentiments  above  come  from  discerning  reviewers  —  Esquire 
critic  Mike  D’Angelo  in  the  former  instance  and  Time  Out  New  York  (anti  former  Bay 
Guardian)  critic  David  Fear  in  the  latter  —  rather  than  the  usual  phonies  who  make 
a  living  selling  their  names  and  hyperbolic  kiss-assery  to  the  studios.  In’fact,  for 
once  I  feel  like  joining  the  wild  praise  party.  But  I’d  like  to  spin  it  in  a  different 
direction. 

Pulse  is  one  of  the  greatest  movies  about  loneliness  and  melancholy  ever  made. 

That  observation  is  worth  highlighting  for  a  couple  of  reasons.  One  is  that  those 
curious  enough  to  see  Pulse  might  expect  a  typical  J-horror  film  that  delivers  its 
sense  of  fright  —  its  scares  —  through  shadowy  appearances  by  black  wraiths. 
Kurosawa’s  movie  does  have  its  weird  phantoms,  but  its  ominous  dread  runs  a 
great  deal  deeper. 

Basically,  many  of  Pulse's  most  unsettling  moments  are  also  its  saddest.  They 
often  don’t  stem  from  sonic  or  visual  shock  tactics,  but  from  lines  of  dialogue  — 
startling  ideas  about  solitude  that  are  suffused  With  a  palpable  sense  of  sorrow. 


It  isn’t  a  stretch  to  say  that  Kurosawa  is  a  philosopher  —  one  as  humorously 
grim  as  E.M.  Cioran  —  and  a  poet  of  the  type  of  depression  that  a  mad  modern 
world  generates.  Pulse,  even  more  than  the  better-paced  Cure,  is  his  masterpiece 
(a  word  I  don't  throw  around)  because  of  its  emotional  pull. 

Like  many  flawed  yet  superb  works,  it  possesses  uncanny  elements.  A  television 
news  show  broadcasting  the  names  and  faces  of  missing  people,  a  shot  of  a  plane 
late  in  the  movie  —  both  of  these  elements  presaged  Sept.  1-1, 2001  with  eerie 
precision,  even  if  there  are  echoes  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  present  as  well.  Yet 
Kurosawa  isn’t  some  Nostradamus  as  much  as  an  extremely  perceptive  artist.  You 
could  say  this  movie  is  his  21st-century  update  of  Godard’s  Weekend,  perhaps 
more  brilliant,  with  computers  taking  the  place  of  cars.  More  dolorous  than 
Godard’s  apocalypse,'  it  isn’t  without  its  comic  elements.  The  would-be  hero, 
Kawashima,  has  a  Keanu-like,  clueless  optimism  —  at  one  point  he  can’t  find  his 
way  out  of  a  library. 

There  are  scenes  in  Pulse  that  give  me  the  chills,  but  in  the  tearful,  rather  than 
fearful,  sense  —  they're  the  kind  of  chills  that  happen  when  I  encounter  some¬ 
thing  that  moves  me.  Take  the  sequence  where  Kawashima  and  Harue  discuss  life 
and  death  in  Harue’s  apartment.  As  Takeshi  Haketa’s  mournful  score  swells,  the 
characters  look  for  some  hope,  only  to  stumble  upon  new  levels  of  despair. 
(Johnny  Ray  Huston) 
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non-site-specific  sense  of  Japan  as  a 
Cronenbergian  dead  zone,  where 
existential  isolation  has  attained  a 
critical  mass  that  not  even  death 
can  dissipate. 

Everywhere  Kurosawa' looks  in 
Pulse,  he  finds  some  cyber-symp¬ 
tom  of  a  widespread  social  sickness, 
whether  in  screen  savers  meant  to 
suggest  the  cosmic  dropping  of 
human  connections,  or  in  the  ciga¬ 
rette  smoke-like  stains  left  behind 
on  bedroom  walls  and  other 
domestic  surfaces  by  living  beings 
who,  like  the  atomic-bomb  victims 
in  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki,  have 
suddenly  been  vaporized  into  eter¬ 
nity  and  dust.  Eventually,  those 
who  perish  in  Pulse  in  just  that 
manner  are  legion,  and  the  few 
peripheral  characters  who  do  man¬ 
age  to  survive  are  those  who  real¬ 
ize  early  on  that  an  onslaught  of 
lonely  phantoms  is  only  a  DSL 
connection  away.  Even  some  of 
them  are  emotionally  attached  to 
the  www.spirits  they’ve  encoun¬ 
tered.  They  react  by  sealing  off  the 
rooms  in  which  their  abjectly  ethe¬ 
real  visitors  had  first  appeared  to 
them  with  lengths  of  blood-red 
duct  tape,  a  gesture  that  is  ultimate¬ 
ly  less  a  caution  against  what’s 
lurking  within  than  a  “log-on”  for 
other  soon-to-be-lost  souls. 

In  fact,  Pulse’s  most  startling 
moment  occurs  in  just  such  a  red- 
taped  chamber,  when  from  out  of 
a  shadow  a  terrifyingly  indistinct 
she-vapor  dressed  in  a  burgundy 
party  frock  begins  slowly  advanc¬ 
ing  on  a  ghost-busting  investiga¬ 
tor.  In  a  single  heart-stopping, 
Butoh-like  body  move,  Kurosawa’s 
apparently  clumsy  chimera  sud¬ 
denly  lurches  into  a  ray  of  dusty 
sunlight  —  and  into  the  petrified 
audience’s  fully  mortified  view.  In 
another  director’s  hands,  such  a 
moment  might  have  resulted  in 
the  most  idiotic  pratfall-of-terror 
ever  attempted,  but  under 
Kurosawa’s  control,  it  becomes  a 
mind-rending  moment  that’s  both 
breath-snatching  and  weird 
beyond  words  —  a  kind  of  comi¬ 
cally  creepy,  if  finally  completely 
demonic,  two-step  that  signals  the 
beginning  of  humankind’s  last 
tango  in  Tokyo. 

And  speaking  of  fancy  footwork, 
a  final  warning  about  the  upcom¬ 
ing  Hollywood  remake  of  Pulse: 
Kurosawa’s  man-muse  Yakusho 
once  starred  in  another  Japanese 
superhit  that  Hollywood  decided  it 
could  improve  upon.  Better,  in  that 
instance,  involved  casting  Richard 
Gere  in  the  Yakusho  role  and  keep¬ 
ing  the  movie’s  original  title,  Shall 
We  Dance ?  They  should  have  opted 
for  something  more  prosaic,  like  The 
Ghost  with  Two  Left  Feet.  ❖ 

‘Pulse’  opens  Fri/16  at  Opera  Plaza 
Cinema,  601  Van  Ness,  SF.  (415)  267- 
4893.  See  Movie  Clock,  in  Film  listings, 
for  showtimes. 
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linger 

Lounge 

Wednesday:  World  Music 
Thursday:  Hip  Hop  &  Reggae 
Friday:  80’s  &  House 
Saturday:  Deep  House 
Sunday:  Karaoke 
Monday:  $0’s,  90’s  &  00's 
Tuesday:  Hip  Hop  &  Lounge 


Lingba  Restaurant  &  Lounge 
1469  18th  Street, 

San  Francisco  CA  94107 
tel:  415.355.0001 
www.lingba.com 


THURSDAY 

BEAT  CHURCH 


FRIDAY 

FILTHY 

Hip  Hop,  80s,  Rock, 
Whatever 


SATURDAY 

HIT  &  RUN 

Hip  Hop  &  Breaks 


MONDAY 

GRATEFUL  DEAD 

JAMS 

Darkstar  Dan 

460  Haight  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA94117 

415-621-6508  www.nickies.com 
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f  AMOEBA  2006  N 
CALENDARS! 
Available  Now  at 
All  Amoeba  Locations, 
.  Pick  One  Up  Today! 
X  Then’re  FREE!  ^ 


JAKkl  THE  MdiORMOUTH  1/|9i 

C*od  ils.  Satan  I*TCI 

Alter  15  years  of  rapping,  the  29-year-old  s 
first  solo  album.  God  vs  Satan,  is  here.  It 
fe  Jakkis  most  conceptual  v/ork  to  date.  The 
t  ‘  •  Matures  production  by  former  MHz 
ivSf  and  Copywrile.  as 


SNOOP  D0G6  PRESENTS:  1/198 

Welcome  to  Tha  Chuuch:  I*TCP 

Tha  Album 

Based  on  the  international  mix-tape 
executive  producer  Snoop  Dogg  puts  ou'.  ?  * 
official  album  from  Doggy  Style  family  ano 
triends  Featuring  the  prison  smash.  "Real 
Soon."  by  DPGC  featuring  Nate  Oogg.  Snoop 
Dogg.  Daz.  and  Kurupt. 


SB 


DEPECHE  MODE  1/1 98 

Playing  The  Angel  I“TCE 

It  s  been  four  years  since  Exciter,  and  tans 
won’t  be  disappointed  with  this  new  one. 

It’s  quintessential  DM  —  electronic  pop  with 
hooks  and  the  dark,  brooding  tone  that  long¬ 
time  fans  expect 


trvINQ  THINGS  119 

AM  Of  The  Lions  IlC 

>.  ncs  are  a  band  of  fighters 
*r  r-'-fcr  ir  us  all  feel  like  winners. 
. Stone  Magazine 
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GO  tE  TfjiQ 


1233  17th  Street,  SF 
***★****#★*#★** 

BBEEH  0B000I1 

A  Semi  Acoustic  Music  Showcase 
PAT  JOHNSON  &  THE  NEW  SHEIKS 
with  special  guest 
PENELOPE  H00ST0N 
DAVE  GLEASON'S  WASTED  DAYS 
THE  JUNIOR  RANTHERS 
NATHAN  MOOMAW  &  RAUL  SANCHEZ 
DUSTY  DiMERCURIO 
ELLIOT  WINARD 


Wm 

TO  ENTER  FOR 

FR0E  TiCjK^TQ 


E-MAIL  YOUR  FULL  NAME  AGE  MAll  i wr 

™5S5.  nD  PH°NE  number  to,NG 
gotothissho  w@sfbg.  com 


The  winners  will  be  notified  by  phone  or  email. 


GUARDIAN 


MUSIC  AND  CLUBS 


juHcmlock 


TO  TAVERN 


1131  POLK  ST. 

belween  Posl  &  Suiter 


415/923.0923 

WWW.HIMOCItftVEIII.COM 
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YELLOW  SWANS 

C  AXOLOTL  &  INCA  ORE, 


-  WORLD  (MEMBS.  JACKIE-0  MOTHERFUCKER) 


GOD  (PORTLAND) 


=  £  MON  COUSIN  BELGE 

9:30PM  $5 

FIERCE  PERM,  MYTHICAL  BEAST  (AUSTIN)  | 

5 1  THE  DEAD  SCIENCE 

9:30PM  $6 

|  5  MY  BARBARIAN  (LA),  BUBONIC  PLAGUE 

s  5  HIGHTOWER 

9:30PM  $6  1 

|-5  GIFT  OF  GOATS,  MARY  POPPERS  (FRANCE)  | 

|  §  DJ  SNAPSHOT 

9PM  FREE 

§5  PUNK  ROCK 

10PM  FREE 

s  5  SIDESHOW 

o  MYLES  BOISEN'S 

9:30PM  $6 

SS  PAST-PRESENT-FUTURE 

JOHN  SCHOTT'S  DREAM  KITCHEN 

S  §  AZALIA  SNAIL 

9:30PM  $6  1 

5  5  FIELDS  OF  GAFFNEY,  RICHARD  MARSHALL  | 

=  «  JUDITH  &  H0L0FERNES 

9:30PM  $7  1 

-  -  JEFFREY  LUCK  LUCAS,  JUSTIN  FRAHM 

NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  BASH! 

W/  HAROLD  RAY  LIVE  IN  CONCERT 

-  s  GRIS  GRIS, 

-  5  PARCHMAN  FARM 

&DJ  STAIN  PINK  $  show 


(CO-SPONSORED  BY  SF  BAY _ 

(TIX  NOW  ON  SALE  4T  HEMLOCK  i  CASANOVA  LOlfWGE) 


This  season,  take  the  bird  from 
the  birdman  at  the  official... 


BIRDMAN  RECORDS 
HOLIDAY  PARTY 

THE  CUTS 

THE  TIME  FLYS 
PAULA  FRAZER 
BRIAN  GLAZE 

LOU  LOU  &  THE 
GUITARFISH 


WED#  DEC.  14TH 
SmOfRAH  12  GALAXIES,  7pm 

WWW . BIRDMANRECORDS . COM  SHOW  AT  9pm,  $6 
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film 


Cocaine  blues:  Irene  (Vera  Farmiga)  hides  her  drug  use  from  her  young  sons,  including  the  reptile-loving  Ben  (Jasper  Moon  Daniels). 

Drug  is  the  love 

The  pain  of  addiction  cuts  deep  in  Down  to  the  Bone.  By  Cheryl  Eddy 


As  Irene,  Down  to  the  Bone’s  sad¬ 
eyed  addict  who  always  seems 
to  be  teetering  on  the  edge  of  a 
total  breakdown,  Vera  Farmiga 
—  previously  seen  as  a  brain¬ 
washed  soldier’s  dream  girl  in  2004’s 
The  Manchurian  Candidate  —  is  as 
heartbreaking  as  she  is  naturalistic. 
Remember  Tennifer  Aniston  as  The 
Good  Girl’s  working-class  protagonist, 
a  woman  whose  nowhere  life  was 
somehow  at  odds  with  the  actor’s 
expensively  shaped  eyebrows?  There’s 
none  of  that  vanity  in  Farmiga,  who 
conveys  the  pain  of  addiction,  and  its 
ever-spiraling  outward  effects,  with 
minimal  dialogue  and  zero  faux- 
poetic  voice-overs. 

In  snowy  upstate  New  York,  Irene 
toils  as  a  grocery  checker  —  a  mind- 
numbing  job  she  prefers  to  undertake 
with  her  mind  literally  numbed.  She 
loves  her  two  small  boys,  but  the  pas¬ 
sion’s  long  gone  from  her  marriage  to 
Steve  (Clint  Jordan).  Her  main  con¬ 
cerns  include  slogging  through  the  day 
and  scrounging  her  next  little  bitof 
coke;  when  first  we  meet  her,  site’s  so 
in  debt  to  her  dealer  that  he  cuts  her 
off,  despite  her  trying  to  score  with 
her  son’s  birthday  check  from 
Grandma.  It’s  a  gray,  frustrating  life, 
shot  with  regl-life  intensity  on  digital 
video  at  real-life  locations,  with  non¬ 
professional  actors  filling  out  the  film’s 
supporting  roles.  Think  A&E’s  reality 
downer  Intervention,  not  the  colorful 
freak-outs  of  Requiem  for  a  Dream. 

Before  long,  without  any  particular 
incident  to  inspire  her,  she’s  in  rehab, 
where  she  reconnects  with  Bob  (Hugh 
Dillon),  a  nurse  and  former  addict 


she’d  met  while  taking  her  kids  trick- 
or-treating  on  Halloween.  (Again, 
rehab  is  portrayed  as  a  realistic, 
unglamorous  place  —  no  Sandra 
Bullock  in  28  Days  high  jinks  here.) 
Without  achieving  any  kind  of  dis- 
cernable  breakthrough,  Irene  drifts 
back  into  the  real  world,  tentatively 
sober,  and  her  frustrations  promptly 
escalate.  At  the  grocery  store,  her 
managers  first  reprimand  her  for  her 
sluggish  recent  performance,  then 
force  her  to  admit  she  used  to  come  to 
work  high  —  and  finally,  patronizing¬ 
ly,  fire  her  for  using  drugs  on  the  job: 
“Irene,  you  know  our  policy."  She 
finds  a  new,  equally  unrewarding  job 
cleaning  houses  with  rehab  pal  Lucy 
(Caridad  de  la  Luz). 

That  Irene  won’t  stay  clean  — 
though  she  bravely  abstains  when  her 
Thanksgiving  guests  Indulge  in  a  post¬ 
meal  snort  —  is  pretty  obvious.  Her 
extramarital  attachment  to  Bob  is  the 
only  bright  spot  in  her  life,  and  it’s 
soon  apparent  he's  not  the  savior  she’d 
imagined  he  might  be.  Turns  out  the 
dreary  routine  of  drug  addition,  espe¬ 
cially  in  a  town  where  there’s  really 
not  much  else  to  take  up  time,  is  near¬ 
ly  impossible-to  break. 

Director  and  cowriter  Debra 
Granik  expanded  her  short  1997 
film.  Snake  Feed,  into  Down  to  the 
Bone  (which  won  awards  for  direct¬ 
ing  and  Farmiga’s  performance  at 
the  2004  Sundance  Film  Festival). 
Unlike  other  short  films  that  seem 
stretched  to  fit  feature-length 
remakes,  Down  to  the  Bone  tran¬ 
scends  a  simple  story  with  authentic 
small-town  textures  (American  flags 


are  everywhere,  from  cakes  to  cur¬ 
tains)  and  performances  that  never 
condescend  to  or  stereotype  its 
working-class  characters.  This  is 
dearly  a  breakout  role  for  Farmiga, 
who  has  several  high-profile  films  — 
including  Martin  Scorsese’s  2006 
release.  The  Departed  —  on  her 
upcoming  slate,  but  Dillon  and  de  la 
Luz  also  leave  lasting  impressions. 

Down  to  the  Bone’s  version  of  a 
metaphor  is  a  stark  one.  Buoyed  by 
her  budding  romance  with  Bob,  Irene 
impulsively  buys  her  sons  a  longed- 
for  snake.  Some  time  later,  when  all  of 
life  seems  about  to  crumble,  the  cam¬ 
era  lingers  as  a  mouse  is  dropped  into 
the  snake’s  cage  and  quickly 
devoured.  It’s  a  stark  moment  that 
encompasses  many  of  the  film’s 
themes  —  including,  maybe  most 
obviously,  the  survival  of  the  fittest. 
Though  Down  to  the  Bone  ends  with¬ 
out  certain  resolve  (again,  no  Sandra 
Bullock  finale),  Granik  does  allow 
Irene  to  make  a  crucial  decision  that 
seems,  at  least  for  the  moment,  to  set 
her  on  the  right  path. 

There’s  a  substantial  chance  this 
bleakly  honest  work  will  get  lost  in  the 
flood  of  holiday  releases,  which  is  a 
shame,  though  somewhat  understand¬ 
able.  Anyone  who’s  eagerly  anticipat¬ 
ing  Cheaper  by  the  Dozen  2  may  not 
take  to  Down  to  the  Bone  —  a  film 
that  offers  a  grim  reminder  that  it’s 
not  always  a  wonderful  life,  after  all.  ❖ 

‘Down  to  the  Bone’  opens  In/ 1 6  at  the 
Roxie  Cinema,  3117  16th  St.,  SF.  $ 5 - 
$8.  (415)  863-1087.  See  Rep  Clock,  in 
Film  listings,  for  showtimes. 


theater 


NOE  VALLEY  MINISTRY,  1021  SANCHEZ  (near  23rd  Si.) 


Tickets  amiable  al  GT8EETLIGHT  HECOHDS.  39/9  2*lh  St  SF.  1*15) 

282-3550  OOWN  HOME  MUSIC.  103*1  San  Pablo  Avenue 
ElSernlo  1510)525-2129  www  tickets  com  or  phone  at  1510)  762-2277 


Flat  Kit  Kat 

The  latest  Cabarets  insight  doesn’t  always  incite.  By  Robert  Avila 


Out  of  her  shell:  Sally  Bowles  (Kimberly  Dooley)  eggs  on  the  drama  in  Cabaret. 


Even  before  we’re  Willkommen’ d, 
bienvenue’ d,  and  welcomed  by 
the  spry  and  shady  Emcee  (Clive 
Worsley),  the  party  is  in  hill 
swing  at  the  Kit  Kat  Hub  —  the 
festive  world-within-a-world  that 
epitomizes  the  final  days  of  Weimar 
Germany,  on  the  eve  of  the  Nazi 
seizure  of  power,  in  John  Kander  and 
Fred  Ebb’s  Cabaret.  Shotgun  Players’ 
production  of  the  darkly  ebullient 
1966  musical  (with  book  by  Joe 
Masteroff)  goes  all  out  in  establishing 
that  seamy  ambience,  where  sexual 
and  political  promiscuity  make  for 
rich  burlesque.  At  the  same  time,  it 
more  often  succeeds  with  the  display 
than  with  the  substance  in  Cabaret’s 
knowing  spectacle. 

Seamlessly  blending  its  realistic  love 
story  with  a  raunchy  and  satirical  floor 
show,  the  story  line  follows  an  aspiring 
American  novelist,  Clifford  Bradshaw 
(Cassidy  Brown),  who’s  come  to  Berlin 
looking  for  “something  to  write 
about.”  Lucky  for  him  it’s  1931. 

Director  Russell  Blackwood’s  lov¬ 
ingly  detailed  staging  takes  full  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  intimate  environs  of 
Shotgun’s  Ashby  Stage  to  envelop  the 
audience  in  the  scene,  turning  the  the¬ 
ater  into  a  bawdy  nightclub  where  the 
clientele  are  urged  to  wine  and  dine, 
hoot  and  shout,  and  even  engage  in  a 
little  entr’acte  mixing  on  the  dance 
floor  with  the  club’s  assortment  of 
naughty  showgirls,  and  -boys,  decked 
out  in  elaborate  lingerie  (the  striking 
costumes  are  by  Valera  Coble). 

Although  propelled  by  its  zesty  cho¬ 
rus  line,  a  rousing  house  band  (music 
codirected  by  John  Thomas  and  musi¬ 
cian  Dave  Malloy),  Andrea  Weber’s 
nimble  and  dynamic  choreography, 
and  capable  if  rarely  exceptional  ren¬ 
derings  of  Kander  and  Ebb’s  terrific 
cycle  of  songs,  Blackwood’s  production 
is  nevertheless  an  uneven  ride,  and  in 
the  end  surprisingly  weak  in  its  ability 
to  disturb  and  enthral]  —  surprising 
because  the  production  reflects  consid¬ 
erable  insight  and  artistry  in  both 
design  and  execution. 

Heather  Basarab’s  atmospheric  set, 
for  example,  which  features  a  split- 
level  keyhole  entranceway  over  the  Ht 
Kat’s  runway  stage,  shrewdly  hints  at 
the  play’s  tension  between  mass  specta¬ 
cle  and  political  acquiescence.  Its  open 
invitation  to  the  curious,  prurient  eye 
gazing  on  the  formerly  private  pleas¬ 
ures  on  display  in  Weimer’s  notorious 
stages  inevitably  suggests,  too,  the  inva¬ 
sive  eye  of  a  burgeoning  police  state, 
itself  about  to  enter  onto  the  stage  of 
history  (where  it  will  flex  its  muscles  in 
an  altogether  different  fashion  from 
the  Kt  Kat’s  gartered  kittens). 


The  line  from  the  runway  stage  fur¬ 
ther  closes  the  gap  between  voyeur  and 
accomplice,  reaching  right  into  the  first 
tiered  rows  of  the  audience  on  a  rising 
set  of  tabletops.  From  this  intimate 
vantage,  the  German  smuggler  Ernst 
(Danny  Webber),  for  instance,  can 
wade  into  the  crowd  to  lead  (pressure) 
us  in  a  disconcerting  chorus  of  the 
seductively  stirring  Nazi  anthem 
“Tomorrow  Belongs  to  Me.”  Later, 
after  Fraulein  Schneider  (Mary 
Gibboney)  is  pressured  into  calling  off 
her  wedding  to  the  Jewish  grocer  Herr 
Schultz  (Joe  Roebuck),  she,  too, 
climbs  up  into  the  audience  to  ask, 
in  a  wrenching  and  haunting  solo, 
“What  Would  You  Do?” 

Such  moments  are  gripping  and 
clever  elaborations  of  the  play’s 
themes.  At  the  same  time,  the 
music’s  dramatic  counterpoint  in 
the  plot  centered  around  the  offbeat 
love  story  of  Cliff  and  the  fun- 
loving  English  cabaret  singer  Sally 
Bowles  (Kimberly  Dooley)  —  the 
play’s  embodiment  of  irresponsible 
yet  wonderfully  irrepressible  free¬ 
dom  —  never  manages  to  rise  to 
the  same  pitch.  The  dramatic  per¬ 
formances  tend  to  be  somewhat 
uneven  (Worsley ’s  fierce  Emcee  and 
Webber’s  excellent  Ernst  are  notable 
exceptions),  and  moreover  there’s 


little  chemistry  between  unlikely 
lovers  Cliff  and  Sally.  Brown’s  able 
Cliff,  the  story’s  passive  participant- 
observer,  is  probably  a  little  too 
reserved.  Even  before  he  awakes 
from  the  intoxicating  dream  cast  by 
the  Kit  Kat’s  endless  party  (only  to 
prove  an  ineffectual  hero),  we  never 
quite  see  the  allure  of  the  dream  — 
or  of  Sally,  its  principal  incarna¬ 
tion  —  through  his  eyes.  Dooley, 
meanwhile,  responds  with  only 
flashes  of  the  exuberance  associat¬ 
ed  with  her  character  (though  her 
rendition  of  the  famous  title  song 
is  a  highlight). 

If  the  Kit  Kat  Klub  doesn’t  always 
heat  up  as  much  as  the  Emcee  prom¬ 
ises  his  costumers  it  will.  Shotgun’s 
Cabaret  still  has  powerfully  seductive 
charms  that  resonate  eerily  in  this 
contemporary  period  of  crisis  and 
creeping  tyranny.  In  the  tension 
between  escapism  and  cultural  deca¬ 
dence  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  rising 
tide  of  violent  political  reaction  on 
the  other,  it’s  not  easy  to  tell  when  the 
party’s  over.  *!• 

‘Cabaret’  runs  through  Jan.  15.  Thurs- 
Sun.,  8 p.m.  (also  Sun/18,  5  p.m no 
shows  Dec.  22-25),  Ashby  Stage,  1901 
Ashby,  Berk.  $I5-$50.  (510)  841-6500, 
www.shotgunplayers.org. 


SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  17  -  8:15pm 
We  celebrate  Hanukah  (early)  with 

THE  KLEZ-  X 

(formerly  The  San  Francisco  Klezmer  Experience) 

We  present  our  10th  annual  (sort  of)  Hey  Klezmeh!  Hanukah  Festival  with  a  reunion  ol 
virtuoso  musicians  the  SF  Chronicle  hailed  as  'the  hottest  source  for  klezmer.' 

Founded  by  DAVKA  violinist  Daniel  Hoffman  in  1996,  the  Klez-X  mines  the  rich  depths  ol  klezmer, 
Yiddish  folk  and  art  song  and  modern  jazz,  creating  a  sound  that  is  brilliantly  original,  yet  still  rooted 
in  the  bedrock  of  Yiddish  musical  culture.  In  addition  to  Hoffman's  soulful  violin,  this  all-star  band 
features  Sheldon  Brown,  Stephen  Saxon,  Charlie  Seavey,  Richard  Saunders.  Kevin 
Mummey  and  the  effervescent,  impeccable  Yiddish  vocals  of  Jeanette  Lewicki.  L’Chiam! 
$16adv/$18door  


For  information  call  (415)  454-5238  or  www.noevalleymusicseries.com  To, purchase  advance  tickets  by  mail,  send  check§Jo 
SFLhe  Arts,  PO  Box  862,  Fairfax,  C4  91978  Please  spec-ify  ntvcti  show  you  mil  Your  tickets  will  be  held  at  tie  door  '  ~ 


NEW  YEAR'S  EVE 


Jackie  Payne  & 
Steve  Edmonson 
Band 

$  §fp9||:£>  *,  •» 

$60  with  dinner  buffet 


Showtimes  (unless  noted):  Mon-  Thur  8-12,  Fri  6-1:30,  Sat  9:30-1:30,  Sun  6-12 
$7  Cover’  on  Fri  &  Saf  8:30  pm 
‘Cover  charges  vary  lor " Rasselas  Presents  Events" 

Friday  and  Saturday  Performances  are  held  in  the  spacious  Jazz  Club  ( unless  otherwise  noted) 

2534  fUl more/ Street S.f.  CA.  94115  @Cjeory 
For  more  information  call  41 5.346.8696 
or  visit  us  at  www.rasselassf.com 
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RASPUTIN 

MUSIC  &  DVDS 


reat  Music 

Always.  ^ 


We  pay  the  highest  prices  in 
CA$H  for  your  used  CDs ^ 
>  DVDs,  LPs  and  games!  G 


riginal  Soundtrack 
The  Producers 


INXS 

Switch 


□ 

pr 

kL#' 

4 

hr 

f  w 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
69  Powell  St 

One  Block  from  Market 
Next  to  Blondie’s 


BERKELEY 

2401  Telegraph  Ave 

Two  Blocks  from  UC 
@  Channing 


NEWARK  *  PLEASANT  HILL  *  CAMPBELL* 
VALLEJO  *  SAN  LORENZO 

www.rasputinmusic.com  800-350-8700 
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Bigg  Snoop  Dogg  Presents 
Welcome  to  tha  Chuuch  Tha  Album 

Koch  Urban 

Taking  a  step  back  in  time,  Snoop  puts  together  an  offi¬ 
cial  album  with  the  moniker  of  his  infamous  mixtape 
series.  He's  got  Soopafly  and  RBX,  Tha  Dogg  Pound, 
Nate  Dogg  and  the  Lady  of  Rage.  Don't  know  why  he 
doesn’t  go  Warren  G.  It’s  got  the  great  jam  “Smokin'  All 
My  Bud”  which  was  axed  from  the  last  album,  and 
Lady  of  Rage's  “Notorious  DPG"  is  a  banger. 

13.99 

Snoop  Dogg 
Boss  ‘n  Up 

Code  Black  Ent. 

What  I  love  most  about  this  DVD  is  the  press  release 
that  says  “Starring  Snoop  Dogg  (Starsky  and  Hutch)", 
like  that’s  his  claim  to  fame.  Aside  from  that,  you  get 
four  new  tunes,  including  a  remix  of  “Drop  It  Like  It's 
Hot"  with  Pharrell  and  Jay-Z  It  ain't  no  stretch  for 
Snoop  to  play  a  pimp,  but  he’s  still  fun  to  watch.  And 
Lil'  Jon  is  pretty  funny  too.  ^  ^ 


www.rasputinmusic.com 


The  YoungbloodZ 
Ev’rybody  Knows  Me 

La  Face 

Taking  the  crunk  to  Anotha  Level,  Sean  Paul  and  J-Bo 
bring  on  board  Too  Short,  Young  Buck,  Daz,  T-Boz  and 
others.  End  up?  This  is  a  crankin’  party  disc.  It  doesn’t 
matter  that  Drankin’  Patnaz  helped  put  the  South  on  the 
map.  Simply  put,  Ev'rybody  Knows  Me  is  bangin’  and 
fixing  to  jump.  Just  check  “Diamond  Ringz"  feat  Daz  and 

you’ll  get  «■  .  14.99 

_  -  -JTh 

We  pay  the  highest  prices  in 
for  your  used  CDs^ 

DVDs,  LPs  and  games! 


SAN  FRANCISCO 
69  Powell  St 

One  Block  from  Market 
Next  to  Blondie’s 

BERKELEY 

2401  Telegraph  Ave 

Two  Blocks  from  UC 
@  Channing 


NEWARK  *  PLEASANT  HILL 
CAMPBELL  1  VALLEJO 
SAN  LORENZO 
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High  and  mighty 

In  praise  of  Project  Bandaloop’s  soaring  Loft!  By  Rita  Felciano 


Up  whereiwe  belong:  Project  Bandaloop's  Heather  Baer,  Kimm  E.  Ward,  Rachael 
Lincoln,  and  Melecio  Estrella  have  no  fear  of  heights. 


Project  Bandaloop  has  come  a 
long  way  since  the  early  days, 
when  it  was  trying  to  find  a 
place  for  itself  in  that  awkward 
space  between  the  climbing 
wall  and  the  theater  stage.  But 
founder  and  artistic  director  Amelia 
Rudolph  kept  at  it,  developing  chore¬ 
ographic  skills  and  training  a  group 
of  performers  with  dance  in  their 
genes.  If  you  are  looking  for  nontra- 
ditional  holiday  entertainment,  hie 
thee  over  to  the  Project  Artaud 
Theater  this  weekend.  There  is  no 
more  joyous,  festive,  or  entertaining 
show  in  town. 

Loft!  An  Evening  of  Selected  Works 
starts  outside,  moves  into  the  lobby, 

■  and  then  proceeds  into  the  theater 
proper  only  to  reverse  the  trajectory. 
Considering  this  somewhat  cumber¬ 
some  structure,  the  program  transi¬ 
tioned  smoothly.  Pauses  were  held 
to  a  minimum,  and  people  actually 
seemed  to  enjoy  chatting  between 
numbers  and  not  having  their  butts 
stuck  to  the  seats  all  evening  long. 
With  10  pieces  —  all  of  them  creat¬ 
ed  by  Rudolph  in  the  past  three 
years  —  variety  ruled.  Narratives  — 
some  clear,  some  ambiguous  —  gave 
way  to  pure  movement;  humor  gave 
way  to  tenderness,  stillness  to  explo¬ 
siveness.  Many  of  the  pieces  were 
quite  short  and  probably  could  be 
more  developed. 

The  program  opened  with  three 
flying  muses  (Rudolph,  Anje 
Marshall,  and  Kimm  E.  Ward) 
bestowing  their  poetic  blessings  on 
the  crowd  below.  In  the  dark  the 
three  climbers  looked  like  frog's  leap¬ 
ing  up  the  theater’s  facade,  but  as 
soon  as  the  lights  hit  and  the  Golan 
Project’s  infectious  musical  strains 
started,  they  unfolded  wings.  Rather, 
they  must  have  been  wings  —  how 
else  could  these  airborne  creatures 
float  in  space,  or  swoop  and  dive  and 
hang  on  by  their  toes  and  flip  each 
other  in  the  process? 

Two  pieces,  both  of  them  evoking 
the  everyday  in  a  nicely  detailed 
manner,  took  place  on  a  bed 
attached,  vertically,  high  up  the 
lobby  wall  (slippers  and  night  table 
included).  In  the  more  subtle  of  the 
two  (because  it  so  clearly  evoked 
stages  of  sleep),  Ward’s  nighttime 
reading  sent  her  into  sweet  dreams 
and  crunchy  nightmares.  Later  on, 
Heather  Baer  and  Mark  Stuver’s  con¬ 
jugal  relationship  careened  between 
squabbling  and  playing,  cuddling 
and  kicking.  If  you’ve  ever  fought 
with  your  partner  over  a  comforter, 
you’ll  recognize  the  scene.  For  me, 
the  excerpts  from  Stravinsky’s 


Apollon  Musagete ,  however,  were 
problematic  (it’s  too  well  established 
in  my  ears  as  the  score  for 
Balanchine’s  Apollo). 

With  its  implied  sense  of  space, 
Edge  was  the  evening’s  most  earth- 
bound  work.  Jack  Carpenter’s  light¬ 
ing  design  (excellent  throughout) 
suggested  a  chasm  into  which  the 
ensemble  repeatedly  peered,  coming 
away  with  reactions  both  intrigued 
and  repulsed.  Since  several  of  these 
dancers  also  climb  cliffs,  one  could 
imagine  real  experiences  having  given 
rise  to  this  edgy  Edge.  More  than  any¬ 
thing  the  dance  evoked  a  turbulent 
sea,  with  the  roiling  dancers  a  mass  of 
conflicting  emotions.  Clinging  to 
each  other,  they  split  into  smaller 
units  only  to  find  themselves  being 
thrown  together  again. 

Bach  Wall  (set  to  selections  from 
Bach)  played  with  ballet  structure  by 
setting  off  soloists  against  a  support¬ 
ing  corps.  Lovely  and  serene,  the 
dancers  on  the  climbing  wall  created 
the  context  for  the  duets  on  the 
floor:  first  Rachael  Lincoln  and 
Melecio  Estrella,  voluptuous  with 
slow  lifts  and  flips,  then  Rudolph  and 
Estrella.  The  reclining  dancers, 
dressed  in  white  jumpsuits,  glowed 
with  the  softness  of  a  pastoral  idyll  as 
they  watched  their  companions  on 
the  wall.  Handsome  newcomer 
Alexander  Zendzian  looked  particu¬ 
larly  elegant.  In  traditional  ballet,  he 
could  play  a  prince. 

Three  contrasting  duets  explored 
relationships  through  different  types 
of  aerial  dance.  The  amusing  Men’s 
Duet  (with  Estrella  and  Mark  Stuver) 


took  on  male  bantering  with  flips  and 
lifts  and  quick  changes  of  direction. 
Competitive,  physical,  and  lightheart¬ 
ed,  the  piece’s  mix  of  interlocking 
arms  and  pointing  fingers  rolled 
along  swiftly,  lasting  just  the  right 
length.  In  Tango  Waltz,  Stuver  relaxed 
in  midair  while  Lincoln  approached 
him  from  below.  This  became  quite 
literally  an  up-and-down,  on-and- 
off  relationship.  Yanking,  dragging, 
and  swinging,  the  two  partners  gave 
each  other  a  workout  that  soared  but 
also  landed  hard. 

The  marvelously  versatile  Lincoln 
returned,  partnering  Estrella  to  form 
the  main  couple  in  the  volatile  but 
beautiful  Inverted  Duets.  Rudolph 
took  Tango's  sultry  abruptness  and 
interlocking  bodies  and  translated 
them  into  aerial  dances.  Partners 
pulled  each  other  not  only  sideways 
but  also  upside  down;  they 
embraced  and  moved  away  when  not 
flipping  each  other  or  spinning 
around  their  own  axis. 

A  bonus  pleasure  was  watching 
these  dancers’  responses  to  the  music. 
It  helped  that  Rudolph  chose  so  well 
fr  om  such  a  broad  palette.  Even  the 
cuts  made  to  the  classics  were  accept¬ 
able.  In  addition  to  the  works  already 
mentioned,  and  tango  and  Latin  com¬ 
missions  by  Raymond  Granlund  and 
Zachary  Carretin,  the  score  included 
Prokofiev.  Not  bad,  not  bad.  ❖ 

Project  Bandaloop  performs 
Thurs/15-Sat/17,  8p.m.,  Project 
Artaud  Theater,  450  Florida,  SF. 
$22.50-$25.  (415)  392-4400,  www 
.projectbandaloop.  org. 


Thu 

12/15 
8:30pm 
door  8 

$10 


Fri 

12/16 
9  pm 
door  8:30 

$8 


Sat 

12/17 
9  pm 

door  8:30 
$8  adv 
$10  door 


EYELINERS 

THE  PHENOMENAUTS 
FA8U10UI  DHAITEB 

SF  BAY  GUARD1AN  presents... 

PENNY  ARCADE 

A  Semi  Acoustic  Local  Music  Showcase 
"Winter  Holidays/End  Of  Year  Music  Fest" 

PAT  JOHNtON  &  THE  NEW  SHEIKS 
Penelope  Houston 
DAVE  6LEAS0N  I  WASTED  DATS 
NATHAN  M00MAW  A  PAUL  SANCHEZ 
DUSTY  DlMERCURIO 
ELLIOT  WINARD 
_ DJ  RANT!  (FALLOUT SF) _ 

(HIXDIC6IT 

CFat  Wreck  Chords) 

6R00VIE  0HOULIES 
ENEMY  YOU 
T H E  HE LPE R  MONKEYS 

A  SAVAGE  PRODUCTION 

ANXIOUS  ME 
THE  HILLS 
KOI 

MR.  BYRNES 


ELECTRO  CROUP 
FRIENEMIES 

TRAINWRECK  RIDERS 
THE  LOVE  X  NOWHERE 

_ FINCHES _ 

MAY  POLE 
TINY  POWER 
THE  FAMILY  AR1ENAL 
WHITEY  ON  THE  MOON 


l_A  PLEBE 
The  Hooks 

Two  Gallants 


uew  yeft>K,*§  eve 

FUCKING 

THE  FUCKING  CHAMPS 


:bxrx 

’ER I  F’A.LIIMI 

“I— «FRI\y'irsi<3  IVORY 


www.bottomofthehill.com 


1233  17th.  St.  •  SF  (415)621-44551 


advance  tickets:  ticketweb.com 
_ (866)  468-3399 


m  KioyR 

KiaB  Wed.  Thu,  Fri  4pm  to  7pm 


WEDNESDAY  12/14 

TOMMY 
CASTRO  BAND 

8:30PM  &  10:30 
$1 5ADV/S20DOOR 

THURSDAY  12/15 

BIG  BONES 

8:30  &  10:30PM  $10 


FRIDAY  12/16 

ANGELA 
STREHLI 

CD  RELEASE  PARTY 
8:30PM  &  10:30PM  $15 


SATURDAY  12/17 

CATHY  LEMONS  i 
JOHNNY  ACE 
BLUES  BAND 

8:30PM  &  10:30PM 
$12.50 


SUNDAY  12/18 

JON  LAWTON  & 
RJ  MISCHO 

8:30PM  $7.50 


MONDAY  12/19 

TERRY  EVANS 

8:30PM  $7.50 


TUESDAY  12/20 

FAT  TUESDAY 
BAND  FEAT. 
SEAN  LEAHY, 

GUITAR 
8:30PM  $7.50 


WEDNESDAY  12/21 

TOMMY 
CASTRO  BAND 

8:30PM  &  10:30 
$1 5ADV/$20DOOR 


UPCOMING  SHOWS 

12/22  SOUTH  CITY  BLUES  BAND 
12/23  FREDDIE  HUGHES 
12/24  A  BLUES  CHRISTMAS  EVE 


415. 292. BLUES 

www.biscuitsandbiues.com 


COOKlES  &  EggNog 
to  s'MoW.j,  I 

ft?  *  Savings 


FlR.EE  XXX-mas  gifts  for  aff 


UPSCALE  ADULT  DVD  STOKE 

168  BEACON  ST.  B1  DC  B 
SOUTH  SAN  FRANCISCO 
(650)  827-3946 


E*tr»  chance*  to  Wifi  a  trip 
to  the  AVM  £»po,  Las  Vegaa! 


SEE 
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The  Venerable.. 


Jukebox  •  Patio  ♦  Pooltable 


HAPPY  HOUR 

Mon.  -  Sal.  5pm  -  8pm 
$3  well/draft 

DRINK  SPECIALS 
$2  olyinpia  •  $5  gold  margarita 
pints  all  the  lime  *$10  pitchers 
of  beer  &  free  pool  on  Sundays! 

11  AM  -  10  PM:  ENJOY... 
a  hot  plate  of  authentic  Mexican 
cuisine  fresh  from  Marta’s  kitchen. 
Come  for  lunch...stay  for  dinner. 


2736  20th  St.  %  York  •  415-824-4100 


4-1^1 

Six 


DELIVERING 

.-RESULTS^. 

"Amoeba 
Music  uses 
the  Bay 
i  Guardian 

more  than 
any  other 
Bay  Area  publica¬ 
tion!  ...  [They]  have 
proven  to  be  an  integral 
part  of  our  advertising  and 
marketing  strategy." 

-  Kara  Lane 
Marketing  Director 
AMOEBA  MUSIC 


GUARDIAN 

CALL  4i5.255.3iOO 


DINING  DOWN  THE  NEW  YEAH  AND  PARTYING  OUt  THE  OLD  WITH. 


(Ubiquity  Records)  Live  And  Direct 

m  ; 

$50  Four  Course  Pan  Asian  Dinner  /  $20  For  Countdown  Party 
Presales:  Massiveselector.com/Fresco-Style.com 
7pm:  Dinner  /  9pm-Afterhours:  Countdown  Party 
The  Social  Club  /  1751  Fulton  ©  Masonic  /  San  Francisco 

(!'•»*)  Ubiquity 

www.sfbg.com  •  December  14, 2005  •  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian 
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Palme 


Jingle-jangle,  Love.Angel  —  the 
holidays  are  in  full  schwing,  and 
the  only  tiling  more  dizzying  is 
the  Grammy  nominations.  When 
the  parties  get  a-toasty  and  the 
shops  are  a-bilking  and  your  wallet  — 
and  liver  —  begins  a-hemorrhaging, 
just  think  of  noms  like  those  for  Best 
New  Artist  and  all  the  other  puzzle 
pieces  out  there  begin  to  seem  so  much 
saner  in  contrast  to  . . .  Fall  Out  Boy 
and  SugarLand?  Keane  make  sweet 
Beach  Boys-like  pop,  but  let’s  just  call 
this  a  battle  between  Ciara  and  John 
Legend,  with  the  latter  the  likely  win¬ 
ner.  Expect  lots  of  little  end  zone-style 
victory  dances  for  him  and  mentor 
Kanye  West,  my  personal  musical  stalk¬ 
er  material.  The  two  have 
eight  noms  a  piece,  along  with 
the  emancipated-from-the- 
ice-cream-truck-with-a- 
vengeance  Mariah  Carey.  The 
flip  side  can  be  so  sweet. 

But  why  get  angry  at 
Grammy  —  and  its  eternal  attempts  to 
update  the  entrenched  (Best  Polka 
Album  is  actually  still  a  category  — 
and  I’ll  be  clogged  if  any  of  the  punkier 
SF  proponents  have  ever  been  there)? 
Better  to  just  fix  the  mind  on  the  pres¬ 
ent:  the  way  the  sky,  all  pale  blue  and 
silver,  melted  into  a  pearly  surf  last 
weekend;  late-night  lamb  curry  at 
Shalimar  in  the  ’Loin;  cucumber-laced 
Pimm’s  cups  at  the  Orbit  Room;  and 
silver  shoes,  half  off  (like  those  darn 
boys’  pants)  at  Nordstrom  Rack.  And 
focus  on  the  past  —  of  SF  bohemian 
bonhomie  —  as  it  manifests  in 
Visitacion  Valley,  where  former  Factrix 
founder  and  Master  Moth  man  Cole 
Palme  hosted  a  mighty  fun  show  Dec.  3 
for  Dutchboy-ed,  sailor-suited,  and 
heavily  rouged  and  hiccupping 
Dutchman  Flarry  Merry  (supported  by 
Sic  Alps  and  Wealthy  Whore 
Entertainment)  at  “An  Undisclosed 
Location.” 

Full  disclosure  regarding 
Undisclosed:  You  have  to  be  willing  to 
get  lost,  you  must  have  wheels,  you 
have  to  brave  the  web  of  narrow  streets 
—  but  damn  if  it  ain’t  worth  the  jaunt. 
We  got  hopelessly  muddled  on 
Bayshore,  on  the  way  there,  but  were 
glad  when  we  finally  traipsed  through 
the  twisted  metal  gates  of  homeowner 
and  artist  John  Whitehead’s  studio, 
lined  from  floor  to  ceiling  with  paint¬ 
ings  (the  bathroom  likewise  papered 
with  ’70s  SF  punk  posters),  and  headed 
down  the  narrow  stairs  to  what  resem¬ 
bles  a  small  Japanese  rock  club  or  thor¬ 
oughly  righteous  rec  room.  The  cave¬ 
like  spot  is  outfitted  with  a  small  stage, 
a  bar,  benches,  and  a  wee  dance  floor 
crammed  with  folks,  who  that  night 
were  —  shocking  —  actually  dancing 
to  WWE’s  trashed-up,  cello-enriched 


pilots 

glam.  ’Twas  more  a  house  party  for  a 
trusted  few  on  Palme’s  e-mail  list  than 
a  standard  show  —  “An  Undisclosed 
Location”  is  the  kind  of  locale  you 
want  to  look  out  for,  in  all  senses 
(especially  after  the  shutdowns  of  the 
warehouse  spaces  like  French  Fry 
Factory,  in  Oakland).  Strangers  chat 
each  other  up,  and  familiar  faces  from 
T.I.T.S.,  Erase  Errata,  and  Fuckwolf 
make  themselves  at  home. 

That’s  just  the  way  Whitehead  want¬ 
ed  it  when  he  decided  to  re-create  ’80s 
East  Village  bohemia  in  the  house  he 
bought  back  in  1978  while  he  was 
attending  the  SF  Art  Institute.  Wanting 
to  foster  a  new  scene,  he  pulled  out  the 
old  ovens  in  the  basement  of  the  for¬ 


mer  bakery,  despite  memories-of  SFAI 
punk  parties  back  in  the  day:  The 
artist,  for  instance,  remembers  going 
downstairs  at  four- in  the  morning  at 
one  point  to  find  someone  playing  one 
of  his  guitars  with  a  nail.  “I  saw  various 
peaks  and  valleys  in  bohemian  life,  so  I 
thought  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to 
create  another  peak,  wallow  around  in 
the  trough,”  he  later  says  good- 
naturedly,  over  the  phone. 

Palme  recalls  the  joint  as  maintain¬ 
ing  an  identity  as  a  “punk  rock/art 
house”  (members  of  the  Mutants,  the 
Sleepers,  and  Frightwig  have  been  resi¬ 
dents)  since  Whitehead  moved  in: 
“There  was  always  an  interesting  mix 
of  older  and  younger  bohemian-type 
artists,  writers,  musicians,  little  kids, 
and  dogs  running  around.  So  yeah,  raw 
basement  jams,  potluck  smoke-out 
barbecues,  kids’  birthday  parties,  after- 
hours  magic  tea  parties  —  good 
times!”  Impressed  that  newer  bands 
like  Wolf  Eyes  have  paid  their  respect 
to  Factrix,  and  inspired  by  an  event  at 
the  Weegs-Curse  of  Birthmark  house, 
Palme  started  to  put  on  shows  about  a 
year  and  a  half  ago  at  “AUL,”  which,  he 
writes  in  an  e-mail,  “brings  out  the  best 
raw  essence  in  all  who  perform  there.” 
Black  Ice,  Cold  War,  Death  by  Doll,  and 
Death  Sentence:  Panda!  have  bunkered 


down  at  VAUL,”  and  its  LA  “sister  club” 
—  Club  Screwball,  organized  by  Don 
Bolies  of  the  Germs  and  burlesque  per¬ 
former  Miss  Darcey  Leonard  —  has 
brought  its  party  up  twice.  To  get  in 
the  act  (Whitehead  also  hopes  to  host 
nights  featuring  non-rock/punk  music 
and  performance),  visit  anundisclosed- 
location-sf.com. 

“I  do  feel  obligated  to  keep  the 
freakadelic  ’lectric  candlelight  lit,” 

Palme  writes.  So  shine  on,  you  crazy 
hosts  with  the  most. 

No  gruesome  twosome  Earlier  this  year, 
Mecca  Normal’s  David  Lester  told  me 
he  was  going  on  the  road  with  band- 
mate  Jean  Smith  this  summer.  So 
where  were  they?  Nonetheless,  it’s 
never  too  late  to  check  out  Lester’s 
handy  little  volume  of  big  ideas.  The 
Gruesome  Acts  of  Capitalism  ( Arbeiter 
Ring,  www.arbeiterring.com),  a 
“Harper’s  Index  of  the  havoc  to 

humanity  and  the  envi¬ 
ronment  caused  by  global 
economic  inequality.” 

The  gift  book  was 
released  this  spring  to 
benefit  Canada’s  Centre 
for  the  Victims  of 
Torture.  Sample  factoids:  “Amount 
spent  annually  subsidizing  power  sta¬ 
tions  that  worsen  global  warming:  $100 
billion.  Number  of  billionaires  who 
have  greater  wealth  than  the  combined 
annual  incomes  of  countries  with  45 
percent  of  the  world’s  people:  360.” 

Speaking  from  his  home  in 
Vancouver,  BC,  Lester  said  he  did  the 
first  version  of  the  volume  in  1999 
because  “I  was  always  reading  the 
Guardian  weekly  newspaper  in 
England,  and  it  was  always  full  of 
incredible  statistics  that  I  never  saw 
anyplace  else.  They  don’t  tell  you  much 
in  regular  dailies.”  He  sold  the  chap- 
book  at  Mecca  Normal  merch  tables, 
and  it  received  so  much  attention  that 
he  decided  to  update  it  as  a  full-fledged 
book.  “It  does  involve  a  certain  amount 
of  obsessive  looking,”  he  said.  Still,  “I 
wanted  to  keep  it  brief  —  you  realize 
there’s"  so  much  stuff  that’s  overwhelm¬ 
ing,  and  it  can  get  depressing.” 

It’s  a  change  from  the  other  holiday 
gift  products  perched  by  the  register.  “I 
was  hoping  it  was  subversive  in  that 
way,”  he  said.  “I  wanted  it  to  be  a  shot 
in  the  arm  when  you’re  inundated  by 
all  this  crap.”  ❖ 

Tip  generously;  e-mail 
kimberly@sfbg.com. 


Ho-ho  hoo-ha’s 

Cuts  0-town  rock  cuts  loose  at  the  Birdman  Records  holiday  bash  with  Time  Flys 
and  Paula  Fraser.  Wed/1 4.  9  p.m.,  12  Galaxies,  2565  Mission,  SF.  $6.  (415)  970- 
9777.  Also  Fri/16,  9  p.m.,  Knockout,  3223  Mission,  SF.  $5.  (415)  550-6994. 

Charlie  Hunter  The  eight-string  savant  returns  for  his  seasonal  Bay  stay.  Wed/1 4- 
Sat/17,  8  and  10  p.m.;  Sun/18, 2  and  8 p.m.,  Yoshi’s,  510  Embarcadero  Hfest  Oakl. 
$5-$22.  (510)  238-9200. 

Tussle  Contrary  to  rumor  mill  musings,  they’re  not  moving  to  NYC;  instead  they’re 
moving  into  glitched-up  dub  on  their  next  release.  Fri/16,  9  p.m.,  Hotel  Utah,  500 
Fourth  St.,  SF.  $7.  (415)  546-6300. 


BY  KIMBERLY  CHUN 
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0ne  of  the  World's  Best  Selling  Spin*5 


V .  lJ'S  n‘  I  >■  D  SPIRITS  STB  ML  7J 
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WGAR  and  CITRIC ACIO 
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Enjov  soju  ^  y  t  uiants... 
SE  bars  and  restaur* 
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Bambuddha 


OSHA  THAI 

819  Valencia  St,  Mission/149  2nd  St.  SOMA 

mu  PIGALLE  ?  1 

^||f7  520  HAYES 

\  y  Hayes  SF 

cocktails,  soju  jello 
shots  and  mango 
qp  mojitos 


601  Larkin  @  the  Pheonix  Hotel 
enjoy  soju  cocktails  or  bottle  service 


% 

I 


i 


Revolution  Cafe 

22nd  and  Bartlett  bet. 
Mission  and  Valencia 
Mission,  SF 


servesoju.com/jinnousa.co... 

Jinro  soju  is  distributed  by  Golden  State  Soju,  California's  premier  provider  of  soju  and  cocktail  mixers. 
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SPATEN.  ORIGINAL  MUNICH  BEER. 


ImporterWest  Coast:  Spaten  West,  Inc.,  280  Harbor  Way,  So.  San  Francisco,  CA  94080 

Phone:  (650)  794-0800 


www.spatenusa.com 


Bottom-fermented  dark  beer  "Doppel-Bock" 
with  a  deep  dark  color  and  rich  roasted  malt  flavor. 


WINTER  2005  ) ) BARS  UNO  CLU8S((  3 


"SASSY.  SIXTIES  POP.  MOO  ROCK  N'  ROLL.  DANCIN'  SENSATIONS" 


NEW  YEARS  EVE  -  SATURDAY  DECEMBER  3  1-  8PM 
»t  Tha  KNOCKOUT  ■  the  deep  Million's  newest  neighborhood  watering  hole! 
•eode  music  -  cmesp  booze  •  pukov  curls  -  photo  sooth  ■  sidewalk  smoking  lounge- 
3223  MISSION  btw  fXI*  E  29th  Sti  ■  41 5.550.69.94  •  across  from  Ourgsr  King  •  www.thoknocliouttf.eom 


Red  Pony  Clock 

Lie.*.  L  W  -  ..  f  V  e  4.  4.  a. 

—  only,  8  bucks  — 


t.  I  /.  L_  ^ 


500  4th  St  Bryant 

"V-  — >  -A  T  .  V-  4  >  ,  J 

415.546.6300  •  hotelutah.com 


BLUE  ROOM  AVAILABLE 
FOR  PRIVATE  FUNCTIONS 
rs  NO  CHARGE? 


\  5  '  '  '  /  '  ,  / 
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HAPPY  HOUR 
4-7PM 


o: 1 

7  '/  M'  N 


FOLLOW  YOUR  BLISS 


4PM  TIL  2AM  /  DJ’S  NIGHTLY  /  WWW.BLISSBARSF.COM 
4026  24TH  STREET  BETWEEN  NOE  &  CASTRO  415-826-6200 


WeDNeSDAYS:  S3  SKYY  COSMO 


THURSDAYS:  $4  MAKfflS  MANHATTeN 

FRIDAYS:  $4  DTCKeL  &  PONY 

SATURDAYS  1/2  PRICe  6-8PM 

S8  FITCHeRS  AND 
FReePOOL 

HAPPY  HOUR  All  DAY 
&  NIGHT 


MAYS 


UPCOMiNG  SHOWS! 


MARK  EITZEL 

(AMERICAN  HUSK  CLUB) 
&  SPECIAL  GUESTS 

NEW  YEAR'S  RASH 

W/DJ  SUBTEXT 

CARNEYRALL 

W/KALPH  CARNEY 


3187  Mission  @  Valencia 
San  Francisco 
415.824-1447 

www.arguslounge.com 


Alcohol  Consumption  May 
Result  In  A  Bad  Pool  Game, 

An  Embarrassing  Juke  Box  Selection, 
And  Bite  Marks  All  Over  Your  Body 


3050  24th  Street  @  Treat 
San  Francisco  1 415  824-5954 
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1660  Haight  Street,  SF,  CA  I  7428  Melrose  Avenue,  LA,  CA 
1338  4th  Street,  SM,  CA 


2101  Sutter  /  Steiner 


reservations  415  563  5025 


monday  -  thursday  5:30 -10:30pm 
friday  &  Saturday  5:30  -  11 :00pm 
closed  Sunday 


magic 


elegance 


lust 


indulge 

Veneri&n  CD<\squeR&de  B&tt 
SdruRday,  DecemOeR  3  lsr 
Doors  open  Ac  7:30  pCD 


elegance 


elegance 


magic 


indulge 

mysccRy 

Live  Music  &  DJ 

Appetizer  Buffet 

Champagne  Toast 

Drink  Specials 

Prizes  For  Best  Mask 
$50  Advanced  Tickets 

Available  At  snagtickets.com 
$75  At  The  Door 

Elegance  Without  Attitude 

©Rgiitys 

Holy  Grail 

1233  Polk  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94109 
Formerly  Mayes  Oyster  House  Esc.  1863 

Tel:  415.928.1233 

www.oreillysholygrail.com 
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Our  resident  club  queen  talks  more  scandalous 

Scenesters  who  know  and  “love”  me  know  I’m  not  one  to  gossip  —  I’m  a  freakin’ 
tabloid  in  stilettos.  And  still  they  pour  their  hearts  out  to  me,  the  dear  things. 
Luckily,  I’ve  got  a  glitter  belt  in  fairy  jujitsu  and  a  pic  of  Lindsay  Lohan  without 
makeup  in  my  sock  (not  to  mention  a  giant  slab  of  muscle  for  a  man),  so  I  can  beat 
them  back  when  I  pass  the  dish  to  you.  I  haven’t  lived  through  a  whole  year  of 
drunken  catfights,  half-naked  blackouts,  wet  jockstrap  contests,  and  untold  assloads  of 
witty  verbal  backstabbing  just  to  be  quiet  about  it.  Unh-unh. 

Party  out  of  bounds 

Battle  Of  the  Rehabs  No,  not  that  kind  of  rehab  —  the  fun  kind. 
Promoters  Marcia  G.  and  Ryan  Robles,  of  last  year’s  famously  drunken  monthly  club 
kid  brunch  mess  Rehab  and  this  summer’s  Bambuddha  Lounge  bacchanal  Feather  (601 
Eddy,  SF.  415-885-5088,  www.bambuddhalounge.com)  are  suing  the  Hard  Rock  Hotel 
in  Las  Vegas  for,  they  say,  ripping  off  their  Rehab  concept  for  the  Hard  Rock’s  Sunday 
parties.  Same  name,  similar  logo  and  promotions,  they  claim.  “Their  party  is  a  total 
cash  cow  skinfest  with  a  pile  of  boobs  in  the  pool,"  Marcia  G.  says,  “and  it  grossed  us 
out  far  too  much  to  have  our  good  name  besmirched  and  bastardized  any  further!” 

She’s  sweet  that  way.  To  be  fair,  I  tried  to  get  the  other  side  of  the  story,  but  I  kept  gag¬ 
ging  on  the  words  “Hard  Rock  Hotel  in  Las  Vegas”  to  the  41 1  lady.  Do  they  teach  you 
not  to  do  that  in  journalism  school?  Meanwhile,  do  not  even  think  about  calling  your 
party  Rehab  or  the  suit’s  gonna  fly.  G.  and  Robles  are  planning  another  bombshell  set  to 
launch  next  year.  Tabloid  (www.rehabsundays.com).  Look  out,  Enquirer . . . 

Ghost  in  the  Madrone  Two  more  patrons  of  hippest-bar-in-an-old- 
Victorian  Madrone  Lounge  (500  Divisadero,  SF.  415-241-0202,  www.madronelounge.com) 
have  reported  seeing  its  famous  ghost  creeping  ’round  the  back  staircase.  Is  that  what  pos¬ 
sessed  mild-mannered  bar  manager  Christine  to  get  up  on  the  bar  and  do  a 
stripper  dance  the  other  week?  Or  is  there  another  strain  of  Coyote  Ugly  going  around? 
Maybe  she  was  just  excited  about  KRS-ONE  bad-boy  backup  crew  DJ  Cochese  and  S- 
Five’s  new  mad  monthly.  Temple  of  HipHop  . . . 

Equal  opportunity  Gavin  is  a  tranny  chaser.  Gavin  is  a  tranny  chaser. 
Blah,  blah,  blah.  Seems  all  everyone  wants  to  talk  about  now  that  Kimberly’s  out  of 
the  picture  (or  back  in  it,  depending  on  the  size  of  the  ski  lodge)  is  how  they  heard 
from  a  friend  of  a  friend  that  the  playboy  mayor  was  spotted  at  this  or  that  club  with 
a  palmful  of  silicone  delight  and  some  bad  weave  stuck  in  his  teeth.  We  may  never 
know  the  truth  —  and  that’s  the  best  thing  about  wishful  thinking  —  but  any  compe¬ 
tition  from  the  gender-enhanced  certainly  isn’t  stopping  the  biofemmes  from  going 
whole  hog  to  catch  Gavin’s  attentions.  In  fact,  one  well-known  party  girl  recently 
reported  being  trapped  alone  in  a  booth  at  Pink  (2925  16th  St.,  SF.  415-431-8889, 
www.pinksf.com)  with  none  other  than  his  Mayorness.  “I  didn’t  know  what  to  say  to 
him,  so  I  just  flashed  my  tits,”  I  got  her  to  say  after  a  couple  shots.  Well,  who 
wouldn’t?  In  fact,  I  was  surprised  she  was  so  clothed  in  the  first  place.  So  what  did 
Gavin  do?  “Nothing.  Smiled.”  Hmm  . . . 

Out  and  about  Speaking  of  trannies.  SuposiTori  Spelling,  Princess  Kennedy, 
Bambi  Lake,  Putanesca,  Ana  Conda:  all  infamous  scene  queens  whose  “candy”  I’ve  seen 
falling  out  of  their  dress  lately  —  sometimes  intended,  sometimes  not.  Do  I  sniff  a  new 


going  gipboL 

2005’s  top  five  nights  for  dancehall,  dub ,  and  worldly  beats.  By  Tomas  Palermo 


1 .  Give  Thanks  “The  pressure  getting  hot  /  And  the  youths  them  a 
get  so  co-oh-old,"  a  packed  audience  sang  down  in  the  basement 
of  Club  Six  at  a  recent  edition  of  weekly  reggae  extravaganza  Give 
Thanks.  The  racially  and  socially  diverse  crowd  recognized  Rasta 
singer  Richie  Spice's  hit  on  Bobby  Konders’s  Massive  B  label, 
bawled  for  “rewinds,”  and  expertly  flexed  the  latest  dancehall 
moves.  Culture  is  available  in  spades  at  this  party  —  from  the 
Caribbean  food  and  reggae  clothing  for  sale  by  local  vendors  to 
the  night's  perfect  blend  of  new  and  old  reggae  (as  well  as  R&B 
and  hip-hop  in  the  upstairs  room),  spun  by  a  veteran  DJ  crew  that 
includes  Shortkut,  Polo,  Dougie,  Common  Sensi,  Irie  Dole,  and 
Daddy  Rolo.  Spice  would  be  smiling  if  he  saw  SF  together  inna 
one  love  at  this  consistently  fun  night.  Thursdays,  Club  Six ,  60 
Sixth  St.,  SF.  $5.  (415)  863-1221,  www.clubsixl .com. 


2.  Non-Stop  Bhangra  SF  possesses  a  half  dozen  excellent  lit¬ 
tle  Indo-Pakistani  restaurants  where  your  dinner  boom  box  sere¬ 
nade  is  hot  Punjabi  bhangra  music.  Now,  thank  Gurus,  we  have  a 
place  to  dance  to  it  too.  At  Non-Stop  Bhangra,  resident  DJs 
Earflaps  and  Jimmy  Love  mix  South  Asian  hip-hop  and  electronic 
beats  laced  with  Dhol  drumming,  pop  vocals,  and  traditional 
instruments,  while  Dholrhythms  dance  troupe  shows  the  audience 
how  to  move.  And  the  monthly  party  recently  added  tabla  master 
Ferhan  Qureshi  and  VJ  Christo  (Future  Primitive)  to  the  night’s 
artistic  fusion.  “The  unique  mix  of  a  DJ  and  dance  company  cre¬ 
ates  a  balance  [for]  this  dance  floor  craze  still  just  hitting  the  Bay 
Area.”  says  Dholrhythms  cofounder  Vicki  Virk.  Call  for  information. 
Rickshaw  Stop,  155  Fell,  SF.  $15.  (415)  861-2011,  www 
.rickshawstop.com,  www.nonstopbhangra.com. 


3.  Misturada  DJ  Vanka  has  tapped  into  a  vibe  that  clubs  like 
Bar  Rhumba  in  London  have  been  promoting  for  years:  organic 
and  electronic  Afro-Latin  dance  music.  Vanka’s  hardly  late  to  the 
game,  though;  he  DJed  for  10  years  with  Stellar  Trax  soundsys- 
tem,  playing  everything  from  reggae  to  drum  ’n’  bass.  Now  the 
Belgian  native  focuses  his  energies  on  the  Worldwide  crew 
(which  includes  DJs  Wisdom  and  Ruben)  and  makes  sure  the 
Make-Out  Room  is  packed  with  dancers  every  Saturday  for 
Misturada  (Portuguese  for  “mixed”).  As  Vanka  works  his  way 
through  a  mix  of  salsa,  samba,  reggaeton,  cumbia,  Latin  house, 
and  Brazilian  batucada  breaks,  the  place  becomes  a  sweatbox  of 
swirling  bodies.  Saturdays.  Make-Out  Room,  3225  22nd  St.,  SF. 
$5.  (415)  647-2888,  www.makeoutroom.com.  (Jan.  5  the  party 
moves  to  its  new  home  at  the  Dark  Room,  2263  Mission,  SF.  415- 
401-7987,  www.darkroomsf.com.  Stay  tuned.) 

4.  Dub  Mission  DJ  Sep’s  weekly  event  turns  1 0  in  2006,  but 
the  KPFA-FM  DJ  and  club  veteran  continues  to  invent  new  ways 
of  showcasing  dub  and  roots  reggae  music.  It  helps  that  she 
brings  some  of  the  biggest  international  names  to  the  Bay  Area 
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scene  trash.  Stop  the  presses!  By  Marke  B. 

trend?  Please,  girls,  I’ve  only  got  a  few  good  years  left  (probably  fewer  after  they  read 
this) .  Let’s  try  to  make  them  pleasant  ones! 

Goin’  through  changes 

Castro  turnovers  Gay  club  impresario  Greg  Bronstein  continues  to  rush  into 
the  vacuum  left  by  other  gay  club  impresario  Les  Natali  (current  owner  of  SF  Badlands 
and  the  closed  Pendulum)  during  his  painful  slide  into  local  ignominy.  With  Luna  (558 
Castro,  SF.  415-437-9352),  Blue  (2337  Market,  SF.  415-863-2583),  Lime  (2247  Market,  SF. 
415-621-5256),  the  Bar  on  Castro  (456  Castro,  SF.  415-626-7220),  and  Sneaky  Tiki  (1582 
Folsom,  SF.  415-701-8454,  www.sneakytiki-sf.com)  already  under  his  belt,  Bronstein 
snatched  up  the  former  Detour  in  the  Castro  from  Natali,  to  be  reopened  as  the  Bare 
Bone  Bar  (2348  Market,  SF)  sometime  earlier  next  year  (not  so  sure  what  I  think  of  that 
name  yet).  He  also  recently  purchased  the  Hush  Hush  (496  14th  St,  SF.  415-241-9944, 
www.hushhushlounge.com)  but  seems  to  be  having  trouble  with  the  neighbors,  who’ve 
been  filing  a  lot  of  noise  complaints.  (What’s  with  all  the  noise  complaints  against  clubs 
lately?  Please  move  back  to  Mountain  View,  folks.)  Much  as  I  fear  club  monopolies,  I’m 
actually  digging  Bronstein’s  go-for-broke  style,  as  he  seems  to  be  open  to  letting  things  like 
hip-hop,  mixed  crowds,  and  strong  drinks  flourish  in  his  joints.  That  opinion  almost 
changed,  though,  when  I  saw  him  snap  his  fingers  outside  one  of  his  clubs  two  weeks  ago 
and  a  chauffeur-driven  Range  Rover  magically  appeared.  Too  much,  Greg . . . 

'  Another  bar  that  Bronstein  has  a  new  hand  in  is  the  Transfer  (198  Church,  SF.  415- 
861-7499),  at  Church  and  Market,  which  has  morphed  from  a  laid-back  biker  dyke 
hang  into  a  laid-back  mixed-crowd  lounge,  complete  with  new  wall  mural  and  famous 
local  DJs  like  Mauricio  Aviles  playing  rock  ’n’  roll  and  hip-hop  on  the  amped-up 
tables.  While  I  miss  my  Transfer  shot  sisters  (especially  favorite  bartender  Lisa),  I  love 
what  new  manager  Shawn  Vergara,  former  bartender  at  Bar  on  Castro,  is  doing  with 
the  joint.  “I  had  this  big  chunk  of  money  saved  up,”  he  told  me,  “and  I  was  like,  why 
not  use  it  to  bring  more  local  flavor  to  the  Castro?”  He  seems  dedicated  to  making  sure 
the  club  doesn’t  tip  too  heavily  toward  a  straight  crowd  and  has  already  approached 
almost  every  gay  DJ  and  promoter  I  know  about  programming.  I  just  have  one  ques¬ 
tion;  Where  the  heck  did  all  those  dykes  go? 

More  makeovers  In  other  turnover/makeover  news,  supercharged  club 
Studio  Z  (314  1 1th  St,  SF.  415-252-7666,  www.studioz.tv)  is  finally  undergoing  a  much- 
needed  remodel.  Unfortunately  the  remodel  doesn’t  include  the  questionable  sound  sys¬ 
tem _ North  Beach  just  got  a  nice  new  hang  (like,  almost  yesterday)  when  owners  ' 

Alistair  Monroe  and  Sunset  Promotions  (of  SF  Funkfest,  North  Beach  Jazz  Fest,  and 
countless  other  fab  fests). opened  Mojito  (1337  Grant,  SF.  415-398-1120,  www.mojitosf 
.com),  a  snazzy,  Cuban,  jazz-themed  dance  club  and  restaurant  in  the  old  La  Bodega 

space _ Intellectual  drinking  den  and  New  Wave  City  after-party  hang  Lit  (101  Sixth 

St.,  SF.  415-278-0940,  www.lMoungesf.com)  has  changed  hands  and  will  become  Playbar 
(shudder)  sometime  next  year. . . .  After  more  than  30  years  under  the  same  owners,  fave 
rocker  hangs  Expansion  Bar  (2124  Market,  SF.  415-863-4041),  in  the  Castro,  and  Last 
Day  Saloon  (406  Clement,  SF.  415-387-6343,  www.lastdaysaloon.com),  in  the  Richmond, 
have  both  been  sold.  Last  Day  will  become  the  Rockit  Room  (sources  say  it  looks  better 

Continued  on  page  8 


—  artists  you  might  otherwise  only  dream  of  see¬ 
ing,  like  On-U  Sound  record  producer  Adrian 
Sherwood,  eccentric  dubmaster  the  Mad  Professor, 
and  even  reclusive  Jamaican  engineer  Scientist. 
Keeping  the  vocal  and  instrumental  reggae  varied, 
and  playing  signature  tracks  like  Tenor  Saw’s  “No 
Work  on  a  Sunday”  (irony  intended)  and  Sister 
Nancy’s  "Bam  Bam,”  DJ  Sep  and  her  weekly  guests 
keep  the  regulars  skankin'  easy  and  the  momentum 
for  Dub  Mission  moving  forward.  Sundays,  Elbo 
Room ,  647  Valencia,  SF.  $5.  (415)  552-7788,  www 
.etbo.com,  www.dubmissionsf.com. 

5.  Bless  Up  “We  focus  oiynaking  the  crowd 
happy  with  hits  that  they  know,  as  well  as  busting 
new  artists  or  tunes,”  says  DJ  Ivier  of  his  weekly 
“bashment”  dance  club,  Bless  Up.  And  Ivier  knows 
something  about  pleasing  crowds  as  a  member  of 
Jah  Warrior  Shelter  crew,  the  Bay  Area’s  five-year 
reigning  soundclash  champions.  Bless  Up,  whose 


maxim  is  “reggae,  dancehalt,  remixes,"  gets 
packed  early  and  stays  that  way,  as  it’s  one  of  the 
few  places  in  town  to  hear  Shelter’s  own  exclusive 
dubplates  (tunes  cut  just  for  their  soundsystem) 
and  blends  of  popular  dancehall  tracks  over  club- 
friendly  hip-hop  beats.  Many  of  the  tracks  come 
off  the  shelves  of  Ivier's  San  Francisco  shop, 
Wisdom  Records,  but  if  you  come  by  the  club,  he'll 
bless  you  with  them  all  the  same.  Tuesdays ,  Milk, 
1840  Haight,  SF.  $7.  www.milksf.com,  www. 
jahwarriorshelter.  com. 

Honorable  mentions:  Club  Dread  (Mondays  at 
Studio  Z),  Spread  Love  (Tuesdays  at  Madrone 
Lounge),  Yard  (Thursdays  at  Little  Baobob),  Enter  the 
Dancehall  (monthly  at  Club  Six),  Cheb  I  Sabah 
(Wednesdays  at  Underground  SF).  ❖ 

Read  Tomas  Palermo's  blog  at  forwardever 
.blogspot.com. 
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already),  but  word’s  still  out  on  the  fate  of  the 
Expansion. . . .  The  1751  Social  Club,  in  the 
Western  Addition,  (better  known  to  all  us  hip-hop 
hedz  as  the  former  Storyville)  got  bought  by  Desi 
Danganan  of  Massive  Selector  and  is  now  known 
simply  as  Social  Club  (1751  Fulton,  SF.  415-441- 
1751,  www.1751socialclub.com).  Danganan’s 
already  welcomed  legendary  local  scratchers 
Shortkut,  Vin  Roc,  and  Swiftrock  back  to  the  club 
(many  folks  fled  after  Storyville  closed)  for  the 
return  of  one  of  my  favorite  club  nights.  Beat 
Lounge,  every  Tuesday. . . .  Hidden  gem  Dylan’s  in 
the  Mission  has  just  become  Homestead  (2301 
Folsom,  SF.  415-282-4663),  but  the  paint’s  too 
fresh  to  get  a  handle  oh  the  flavor  yet . . . 

Meanwhile,  the  Endup  (401  Sixth  St.,  SF.  415- 
646-0999,  www.theendup.com)  continues  its 
plunge  into  loungelike  splendor.  The  new  owners 
have  completely  redone  the  back  area,  added  all 
sorts  of  digital  video  effects  to  the  dance  floor,  and 
re-amped  the  sound  system,  which  I  say  is  now  the 
best  in  the  city.  They’ve  even  added  a  giant  stone 
Buddha  to  the  roof,  but  my  Buddha-chasing  years 
are  behind  me  (I’m  86’ed  from  all  the  city’s  bear 
bars),  so  I  don’t  know  what  to  think  about  that. 
Club  promotions  manager  Alison  Page,  who’s  been 
there  since  way  before  the  legendary  club  was  sold 
last  year,  tells  me  “the  new  owners  are  great. 

They’re  committed  to  really  turning  the  club 
around  and  broadening  its  horizons.”  I  don’t  know 
if  “broadening  its  horizons”  means  stopping  me 
from  passing  out  on  the  back  patio  at  4  a.m.  after 
too  many  Cuervo  shots,  but  hey  —  tradition  dies 
hard.  Local  promoters  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
Continued  on  page  1 8 
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Five  clubs  you  may  have  missed. 
By  Giselle  Velazquez 

Anight  out  can  follow  a  familiar  pattern.  You 
head  out  to  club-hop,  dance  to  some  hip- 
hop,  and  end  your  night  at  the  IHOP.  Again. 
Sure,  we  in  the  Bay  Area  are  blessed  with  a 
cornucopia  of  hot  parties  featuring  all  the  lat¬ 
est  musical  subgenres  —  but  sometimes  you 
just  want  to  club  outside  the  box  and  head 
somewhere  new.  Here  is  a  selection  of  faves 
from  the  past  year.  For  those  of  you  about  to 
party  with  the  unknown  —  and  those  of  you 
who  already  did  in  2005  —  we  salute  you. 

Lido’s  Nightclub  This  San  Jose  joint  gets 
seriously  multicultural  on  its  multiple  levels. 
On  the  bottom  floor  the  club’s  an  authentic 
Mexican  dance  hall,  with  bands  blasting 
ranchero  music  while  couples  hustle  around 
the  crowded  floor  and  pound  down  Coronas. 
Upstairs  you  can  still  get  a  Corona  —  but 
you’ll  drink  it  while  grooving  to  live 
Vietnamese  dance  pop  amid  seizure-induc¬ 
ing  disco  lights.  Note:  The  two  floors  have 
separate  admission  prices,  and  the  cover 
steepens  with  the  elevation.  30  S.  First  St., 
San  Jose  (408)  298-4318. 

Mediterranean  Nights  Want  to  know 
what  all  the  coolest  kids  in  Tehran  and  Cairo 


are  getting  down  to?  This  venue-hopping 
club  features  pulsing  Persian  and  Arabic 
beats  and  other  obligatory  Middle  Eastern 
touches.  A  few  hits  on  their  ever-popular 
hookah  and  you  may  be  able  to  muster  the 
courage  to  pick  up  one  of  the  roving  belly 
dancers  —  but  we  doubt  it.  Rotating  venues. 
(415)  260-9920,  www.aykutevents.com. 

Quiet  Party  You  hear  some  strange  things 
out  at  the  dubs,  and  some  even  stranger 
things  afterward  —  like  that  ringing,  hum¬ 
ming  reverberation  in  your  eardrums  after 
too  much  decibel-dipping.  For  a  change  of 
pace,  try  the  Quiet  Party,  where  the  patrons 
manage  to  mingle  without  uttering  a  word, 
thanks  to  lots  of  note-passing  —  and  a  little 
bit  of  booze.  Offshoots  in  NYC,  DC,  Houston, 
and  Beijing  suggest  a  global  phenomenon  on 
the  rise.  Rotating  venues,  www.quietparty 
.com. 

Queer  Ballroom  Dance  Party  Head  out 
for  a  night  of  same-sex  social  dancing. 

Arrive  early  enough  and  you  can  bone  up  on 
your  foxtrot  and  waltz,  then  seduce  helpless 
passersby  with  your  torrid  tango  until  mid¬ 
night  QBDP  is  changing  its  schedule  and 
location;  check  the  Web  site  for  details,  www 
.queerballroom.com. 

Rodeo  Club  You  probably  wouldn’t  expect 
to  see  a  traditional,  down-home  Texas 
honky-tonk  in  the  Bay  Area  —  and  you  defi¬ 
nitely  won’t  find  it  at  the  Rodeo,  where  on 


any  given  night  you  might  find  the  DJs  or  a 
band  blaring  country  and  western,  or  you 
might  be  treated  to  traditional  Mexican 
music  or  even  some  hip-hop  grooves.  Call  or 
check  the  Web  site  calendar  for  details.  610 
Coleman,  San  Jose.  (408)  279-8515,  www 
.therodeoclub.com.  ❖ 
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SPEND  $  50 


IN  SAVINGS  AT  VIRGIN  MEGASTORE  AND  WITH  SOME  OF  OUR  CLOSEST  FRIENDS 

ALSO 

CHOOSE  FROM  HUNDREDS  OF 


Sale  ends  12/24/05. 


Green  Day 

Bullet  In  A  Bible 


Daddy  Yankee  Enya 

Barrio  Fino  En  Directo  Amaratftjne' 


Santana 

All  That  I  Am 


Rod  Stewart 

Thanks  For  The 
Memory... 


System  Of  A  Down 

Hypnotize 


Madonna 

Confessions  On  A 
Dance  Floor 


Mariah  Carey 

The  Emancipation  Of 
Mimi,  Platinum 


[HMICS 

ATE 

CTION 


Original  Motion 
Picture  Soundtrack 

The  Producers 


Bewitched 

DVD 


Stealth 

DVD 


Lords  Of  Dogtown 

DVD 


Bette  Midler 

Sings  The  Peggy  Lee 
Songbook 


Eurythmics 

Ultimate  Collection 


Gregory  Mcguire 

Wicked:  The 

Grimmerie 

Book 


John  Fogerty 

The  Long  Road  Home 


Family  Guy 

Stewie  Griffin: 
The  Untold  Story 
DVD 


The  Simpsons 
The  Complete 
Seventh  Season 

DVD 


The  Shield 
Season  4 

DVD 


Tony  Hawk's 

American 

Wasteland 

PS2,  XBox.  NGC 


Dangermouse 
The  Complete 
Seasons  3  &  4 

DVD 


Family  Guy 
Volume  Three 
DVD 


The  Kids  In  The 
Hall,  Complete 
Season  3 

DVD 


In  Living  Color 
Season  Four 


Arrested 
Development 
Season  Two 

DVD 


James  Frey 

A  Million  Little 

Pieces 

Book 


50  Cent  Bulletproof 
PSP.  XBox 


The  Warriors 

PS2.  XBox 


BREAKFAST  AT  TIFFANY'S 
GLENGARRY  GLENN  ROSS 
HALF  BAKED:  fully  baked  edition 
HAPPY  GILMORE:  special  edition 
LADY  SINGS  THE  BLUES  (1972) 
LOCK,  STOCK  AND  TWO 
SMOKING  BARRELS 
LOST  IN  TRANSLATION 
LOVE  ACTUALLY 
MEAN  GIRLS:  special  edition 
OLD  SCHOOL  special  edition 
REQUIEM  FOR  A  DREAM 
WAR  OF  THE  WORLDS  (1953) 

AND  MORE... 


ABBA  ABBA  GOLD 
BON  JOVI  CROSS  ROAD 
DANE  COOK  HARMFUL  IF  SWALLOWED 
EMINEM  EMINEM  SHOW 
GUNS  N'  ROSES  GREATEST  HITS 
NIRVANA  NEVERMIND 
ORIGINAL  SOUNDTRACK  GARDEN  STATE 
ORIGINAL  SOUNDTRACK  GREASE 
R.E.M.  IN  TIME:  BEST  OF  REM 
THE  BEE  GEES  NUMBER  ONES 
U2  BEST  OF  1980-1990 
VARIOUS  ARTISTS 
MOTOWN  1 S 

AND  MORE... 


50%  OFF  ALL  CLEARANCE  ITEMS  THROUGHOUT  THE  STORE 


On  sale  until  12/24. 
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Mission  Street 
San  Francisco 

WWW.  1 2GA  LAX  IES.  COM 


December  29th  9PM 
$14  Advance 
$16  Door 
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aipeqnaqueeiis 
aqe  go: 

And  mustaches  are  back. 

By  Marke  B. 

Earlier  this  year,  twee  neoglam  Euro  fashion 
fused  with  homocore  political  sensibility,  early- 
’80s  downtown  Manhattan  attitude,  and  the 
new  wave/postpunk  musical  resurgence  to  create 
underground  queer  club  culture’s  new  iconic  style: 
altemaqueer.  The  term  was  actually  coined  in 
2004  by  the  organizers  of  Montreal’s  famous 
Divers/Cite  pride  celebration  to  denote  the  per¬ 
formance  stage  set  aside  for  “electrorockers, 
blues  garagists,  and  even  cowboy  crooners”  — 
but  like  all  subcultural  media  tags,  the  term  grows 
more  fluid  by  the  moment.  (And  don't  let  the 
Canadian  connection  blow  your  mind:  Alternative 
queer  cultural  trends  like  East  Coast  homocore, 
queer  rock  fanzines,  and  Bruce  La  Bruce  skinhead 
pom  originated  there,  as  did  their  opposites:  cir¬ 
cuit  culture,  designer  turtlenecks,  and  legalized 
same-sex  marriage  in  North  America.) 

Bay  Area  club  kids  latched  on  to  the  term’s 
musical  roots  and  expanded  them  to  include 
everyone  from  electroclash  fashionistas  and 
omnisexual  goths  to  leather-clad  homo  head- 
bangers  and  FTM  hip-hoppers.  Altemaqueer  has 
become  shorthand  for  anyone  outside  the  gay 
media  mainstream.  Except  that  now  there’s  a 
uniform  look:  patchy  hairdos,  goofy  sunglasses, 
street-hustler  complexions,  and 
Flashdance-meets-Road  Warrior  style,  with  a 
dash  of  Freddie  Mercury  for  bombast. 
(“Mustaches  must  be  coming  back!"  I  recently 
heard  some  tourist  queen  squeal  in  the  Castro. 
Girl,  you  don’t  even  know.) 


The  need  for  a  new  word  to  describe  queer 
folks  who  chafe  at  the  one-size-fits-all,  Nasdaq- 
ready  LGBT  moniker  was  brewing  for  a  long  time 
—  especially  in  the  face  of  gay  culture  commod¬ 
ification,  alarming  economic  disparity  between 
ghetto  fags  and  rich  A-gays,  increasingly  uncate- 
gorizable  gender  identities,  a  questionable  push 
for  state-recognized  unions,  and  the  cultlike 
screwiness  of  more  established  mainstream- 
resistance  organizations  like  Gay  Shame  and 
ACT  UP  San  Francisco.  Alas,  it  seems  that  alter- 
naqueer  style  is  at  present  trumping  alternaque- 
er  politics.  I’m  nervously  awaiting  the  backlash, 
but  right  now,  at  the  very  least,  aiternaqueers 
possess  the  one  characteristic  that  renders  con¬ 
servatives  powerless:  They’re  just  plain  fucking 
cooler.  Here’s  where  to  find  'em. 

Aunt  Charlie’s  Lounge  This  gritty  Tenderloin 
gem  is  altemaqueer  homebase.  DJ  Bus  Station 
John’s  Thursday-night  bathhouse  disco,  Tube 
Steak  Connection,  is  packed;  Tuesday  nights  host 
a  revolving  array  of  young  altemaqueer  theme 
nights,  and  weekend  drag  shows  with  the  Hot 
Boxxx  Girls  are  outta  control.  133  Turk,  SF. 

Various  covers.  (415)  441-2922,  www.auntchar- 
lieslounge.com. 

Faggot  (at  Daddy's)  Every  first  Wednesday  of 
the  month,  Daddy’s,  the  Castro’s  only  rock  'n'  roll 
leather  bar,  plays  host  to  a  swarming  mob  of 
young  punks  bent  on  alcohol-fueled  rebellion. 

440  Castro,  SF.  Free.  (415)  621-8732,  www 
.heyfaggot.com. 

The  Rod  (at  Deco)  All  the  glamour-tragic  kids 
gather  every  second  Friday  of  the  month  at 
Deco,  in  the  Tenderloin,  for  DJ  Bus  Station  John’s 
tongue-in-cheek  tribute  to  clone-era  gay  sexuali¬ 
ty.  510  Larkin,  SF.  $7.  (415)  345-9832. 

Arrow  Bar  and  Rickshaw  Stop  Homes  to  the 


Anna  Conda  at  the  Cinch 


metrosexual  backlash,  these  mostly  straight(ish) 
hot  spots  attract  their  fair  share  of  aiternaqueers, 
especially  Arrow  Bar's  Frisco  Disco  Saturday 
nights.  The  styles  are  fierce,  and  the  music  is 
synth-pop/postpunk  icy  hot.  Arrow  Bar,  10  Sixth 
St.,  SF.  Various  covers.  (415)  255-7920; 
Rickshaw  Stop,  155  Fell,  SF.  Various  covers. 

(415)  861-201 1.  www.rickshawstop.com. 

Phone  Booth  Sheerly  by  virtue  of  invisibility, 
exclusion,  and  utter  hotness,  any  dykes  who 
don’t  wanna  shack  up  and  make  babies  qualify 
as  altemaqueer.  The  homo  chicks  (and  dudes) 
who  gather  at  this  tiny  Mission  spot  are  the 
friendliest  freaks  in  town.  1348  S.  Van  Ness,  SF. 
(415)648-4683. 

Charlie  Horse  (at  the  Cinch)  Former  Miss 
Trannyshack  and  punk  rock  drag  idol  Anna 
Conda  slays  ’em  every  Friday  with  outre  drag 
shows  and  anarchic  antics  at  this  Polk  Street 
dive.  1723  Polk,  SF.  Free.  (415)  776-4162. 

Sunday  Beer  Bust  and  Thursday  Night  Live 


(at  the  Eagle)  No  one  who's  anyone  misses  this 
legendary  bar’s  Sunday-afternoon  pageant  of 
leather-loving  faggotry.  On  Thursdays  punk  and 
electronic  bands  draw  up-to-the-minute  mixed 
crowds.  398  12th  St.,  SF.  Various  covers;  beer 
bust  free  entry.  (415)  626-0800,  www.eaglesf 
.com. 

Bootie  (at  Cherry  Bar)  Every  other  Saturday, 
underground  mashup  stars  Adrian  and  the 
Mysterious  D  spin  bootleg  and  bastard  pop  for 
their  hordes  of  fans.  917  Folsom,  SF.  $8.  (415) 
974-1584,  www.bootiesf.com. 

Shadowplay  (at  the  Stud)  DJ  Donimo  spins 
edgy  electro,  disco,  Britpop.  and  indie  every  first 
and  third  Friday  at  this  dark  and  lovely  SoMa 
joint.  399  Ninth  St.,  SF.  $5.  (415)  863-6623, 
www.shadowplaysf.com. 

SFqueer.org  and  Ggreg.com  These  two 
indispensable  Web  sites  (with  mailing  lists) 
clue  scenesters  in  to  the  best  nonmainstream 
queer  events.  ♦> 


baqs  wiGh  d  js 


Deborah  Giattina  crowns  a  winner: 
Little  Baobab 


Frisco  likes  to  disco,  and  a  lot  of  us  go  out  specifically  to  get 
lost  in  a  sea  of  dancers  20  feet  deep  at  some  downtown 
nightclub.  Others  like  the  no-frills  (or  cover)  bar-and-juke- 
box  combo.  Then  there’s  you.  When  you  go  out,  you  don't  know 
if  you  want  to  kick  back  or  get  up  and  twinkle  your 
toes  ever  so  slightly  to  the  beat  (you  know,  of 
course,  that  it’s  illegal  to  dance  at  most  bars). 

Bars  with  DJs  are  your  kind  of  place,  and 
we  know  exactly  where  to  send  you. 

Word  of  mouth  for  Little  Baobab  is 
huge.  So  huge  that  DJ  Sogui  Diouf  (also 
manager  of  the  restaurant  Bissap  Baobab, 

Little  B’s  nearby  relation)  says  he  hardly 
makes  flyers  to  advertise  his  Saturday-night 
set,  which  features  some  of  the  best  Ivory 
Coast  body-moving  grooves  in  the  city.  So  huge 
that  it  has  worldwide  reach.  Twice  I’ve  been  to  the 
packed  joint  and  chatted  with  some  gargon  fresh  off  a  flight 
from  France.  What  makes  foreign  visitors  to  San  Francisco  cut  a 
beeline  to  this  petit  spot  in  the  Mission?  Could  be  the  tiny 
venue’s  reputation  as  a  space  for  smooshing  international  bod¬ 
ies  together  with  somewhat  crunchy  American  ones,  but  mostly 
it’s  the  music.  In  addition  to  Diouf’s  night,  Wednesdays  heat  up 


Bars 


with  salsa  and  reggaeton,  Thursdays  are  for  reggae  and  dance- 
hall  fans,  and  the  owner  plays  his  African  faves  on  Fridays. 

Multilingual  Senegalese  owner  Marco  Senghor  opened  the 
bar,  which  serves  African  and  Caribbean  Creole  food  in  the 
early  evening,  about  eight  years  ago.  after  he  grew  tired  of 
running  his  hibiscus  juice  business.  Those  libations,  improvised 
from  the  traditional  ginger-spiked  drinks  of  his  homeland  into 
fruity  intoxicants,  are  also  a  big  attraction,  especially  for  a 
chica  with  a  tired  trunk  in  need  of  a  thirst  quencher.  Dinner  6- 
10  p.m.,  happy  hour  6-7 p.m.,  dancing  with  DJs 
lOp.m.-late,  3388  19th  St..  SF.  (415)  643-3558. 
The  royal  court:  Almost  anything  goes  — 
heavy  psych  rock;  rare  indie-rock  7-inches; 
jazz,  Latin,  and  blues  played  on  a  Victrola  —  at 
the  eclectic  Attic.  Once  you’ve  waded  through 
the  narrow  bar  area  near  the  entrance,  the 
room  opens  up  into  a  dark  cavern  of  booths 
where  regulars  comfortably  socialize.  Definitely 
check  out  the  70s  soul,  funk,  and  disco  of  Hot 
Shot  on  last  Mondays  with  DJ  Pickpocket  and  pals. 

3336  24th  St.,  SF.  (415)  643-3376. 

When  partying  in  the  Castro,  you  definitely  want  to 
check  out  the  Bar  on  Castro,  the  padded  vinyl-walled  hangout 
where  you’ll  gratefully  hear  something  other  than  the  totally 
generic  gay  disco  blaring  from  other  district  establishments. 
Popular  nights  include  Sundays,  with  longtime  local  DJ  Page 
Hodel,  and  hip-hop  on  Tuesdays  with  DJ  Jay  R.  456  Castro,  SF 
(415)  626-7220. 


Ethmane  Ali  and  Sarah  Brett  at  Little  Baobab 


,  If  you’re  out  for  action,  the  wonderfully  cozy  and  cruisey 
Tunnel  Top  has  it.  A  sandwich  board  of  DJs  greets  you  as  you 
walk  into  this  dark,  wood-paneled  space,  often  listing  well- 
known  hip-hop  mixers,  like  DJ  Romanowski.  Grab  a  drink  and 
head  straight  up  to  the  creaky  loft,  where  you  can  lounge  on 
cushioned  benches  or  scope  from  the  railing.  601  Bush.  SF. 
(415)  986-8900,  www.tunneltop.com.  ❖ 
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401  MASON  STREET,  SF 

(415)  292-BLUE 

FOR  NEW  YEAR'S  INFO  AND  RESERVARIONS  CALL  (415)292-BLUE 

or  visit  www.biscuitsandblues.com 


K6LLS. 


Irish  Restaurant  a  Pub 


83 


Happy  Christmas  from  Kells 

Book  Your  Holiday  Party  Now  @  (415)  955-1916 


HAPPY  HOUR  MON  -  THURS:  4PM-10PM 

$3  APPETIZER  SPECIALS 

AVAILABLE  FOR  BANQUETS  /  LARGE  PARTIES 
CALL  FOR  SPECIAL  RATES 


KELLS  SAN  FRANCISCO'S  IRISH  RESTAURANT  &  PUB 

530  JACKSON  ST.  •  (415)955-1916 


295  Tcfrvj  Franco!*  Blvd.  @  Pier  50 
tel.  415-495-3099  www.jell*j*cafe.com  fax.  415-495-2884 


ROHAN  LOUNGE 


Dinner  &  Drinks  with  Seoul 


Hours:  T-Th  6-12 
Fri  &  Sat  6-2,  Sun  6-11 


Contemporary  Korean  & 
Pan  Asian  Cuisine 


www.rohanlounge.com 


EVERY  SUNDAY  &  WEDNESDAY  BELLY  UP  TO  THE  BAR  WITH 
1/2  PRICE  BAR  NIBBLES  AND  COCKTAILS 

NOW  TAKING  RESERVATIONS  FOR  NEW  YEARS  EVE 
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The  hydroponic  Connection 

WE  OFFER  FREE  GROW  ROOM  DESIGN 

We  Specialize  In:  We  Carry  the  Highest  Quality: 

•Hydroponics  •Aeroponics  »Grow  Lights  &  Systems  "Hydroponic  &  Organic  Nutrients 
•Bioponics  *Hydro-Organics  .Fans  &  Filters  'Hydroponic  Supplies  &  Eguipment 


316  FILLMORE  ST.  @>  HAIGHT  •  41S-86HYDR0  •  11AM-7PM  (CLOSED  TUESDAYS) 


byebye  2005 

THE  ENDUPf 
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naughty  Christmas 
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The  Santa  s  Ball 
Fetish  Ball 
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^'Wednesday,  December  28, 2005 


401  6TH  STREET  @  HARRISON. SF.info  line:  415.646.0999.21+  with  iDonly.www.theendup.com 


1 2.31 .05  -  01 .01 .06.  92.7  &  Endup 

Official  New  Year  Party.  7hr.  Live  Broadcast 
Joey  V.  and  Greg  the  Gay  Sportscaster 
8p-Close.Prizes.Countdown.Drink  Specials 


Super  Soul  Sundayz  w.  David  Harness.8p-4a 

1 2.1 1 .05.  Angie  Stone  CD  Release  Party  krmi 
1 2.1 8.05.  Special  Guest  DJ  Mr.  V  FjI3B9 

1 2.25.05.  Christmas  Party  f 

01 .01 .06.  New  Years  Day  Cool  Down  .  I\llte\/ibe 


/TUDGRT  niGHT 
Bring  /tudent  ID  and  Get  Deliciou/ 
Drink  Deal/ 


Every  mORDRV 

TRIVIR  RIGHT  6:30  uj /  ITli/tre//  (Tlorie 
Prize/  and  Beer  /pecialr 

TUE/DRV 

PBR  louuer  thon  ever! 

9pm  to  12am 

Happy  hour  all  day  every  day  until  7pm 

Open  Daily  11am-2am 
DJ/  weekly 


603  Irving  @  7th 

415.731.6433 


OPEN 

MIND 


we  are 


the  BEST: 

record  store 

SF  Weekly  2005 

vinyl  that's  not  Amoeba 
hip  hop  on  hot  vinyl 

Bay  Guardian  2001 

record  store 

SF  Weekly  2000 

342  Divisadero  at  Oak 
San  Francisco 
415-621-2244 
open  M-Sa  11-9, Su  12-8 

Clip  this  ad  and  Save! 

spend  $25  and  get  25%  off 

offer  expires  12.31.05 

may  not  be  combined  with  other  offers 
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che  bloody  oqioogie 


A  terrifying  tour  of  three  make-your-own  Bloody  Mary  bars.  By  Camper  English 


San  Francisco  is  a  city  with  strange  mystical  energy.  Usually  this 
bubbles  to  the  surface  in  the  form  of  drum  circles  and  magically 
delicious  burritos,  but  for  eveiy  positive  center  of  energy  there 
must  be  a  balancing  negative.  One  such  zone  of  evil  near  the  geo¬ 
graphical  center  of  San  Francisco  lies  dormant  most  of  the  week, 
erupting  with  a  vengeance  only  on  that  most  sacred  of  days;  a  day 
when  the  Judeo-Christian  god  rested,  and  the  rest  of  us  were  told  by 
three  different  sets  of  bartenders  to  make  our  own  damn  Bloody 
Mary.  Join  me  on  Sunday,  then,  for  a  tour  of  the  Bloody  Triangle  —  if 
you  dare! 

We  begin  at  1 6th  Street  and  Guerrero,  at  the  bar  Elixir.  Behold  its 
suspicious  location  a  mere  block  from  Mission  Dolores!  Feel  its  devil¬ 
ish  charm!  See  the  drink  specials  board!  Legend  has  it  this  comer  is 
the  second-oldest  saloon  site  in  San  Francisco,  having  witnessed  the 
horror  of  earthquakes  and  fires  and  dot-coms.  Consider  that  while  you 
join  me  for  a  drink  inside  —  if  you  dare! 

On  Sundays,  Elixir  opens  at  the  bright  hour  of  1 0  a.m.  during  NFL 
season,  noon  the  rest  of  the  year.  At  such  times,  the  bar  is  filled  with 
slightly  sleepy  football  fans  and  also  a  few  of  their  dogs.  The  $6  make- 
your-own  Bloody  Mary  comes  as  a  pint  glass  partially  filled  with  vodka. 
The  rest  is  up  to  you,  with  the  help  of  a  condiment  bar  that  holds  three 
kinds  of  juice  (including  Clamato!),  approximately  1 7  hot  sauces,  and 
17  types  of  peppers,  powders,  and  spices.  The  vegetable  selection 
here  mirrors  that  at  the  other  Bloody  Mary  bars  we’ll  visit  today,  includ¬ 
ing  pickled  green  beans,  olives,  pepperoncini,  cocktail  onions,  lemons, 
limes,  celery,  and  horseradish.  Coincidence,  or  convergence? 

Now  walk  with  me  down  1 6th  to  Mission  Street,  there  turning  left 
toward  Duboce.  Sitting  almost  beneath  the  highway  overpass  like  a 
troll  beneath  a  fairy-tale  bridge  is  the  restaurant-bar-dub  Levende,  a 
former  garage  that  somehow  manages  to  be  swanky  while  surround¬ 


'?"T 


ed  by  sausage  factories.  Sometimes,  if 
you  listen  closely,  you  can  almost  hear 
the  pigs  on  the  menu  there  cry  out,  “How 
about  a  delicious  make-your-own  break¬ 
fast  cocktail  with  which  to  wash  me 
down?”  Have  one  —  if  you  dare! 

Levende  on  Sundays  is  the  hipster 
breakfast  spot  you  can  bring  your  par¬ 
ents  to.  At  the  DJ-enhanced  Boogie 
Brunch  (10  a.m.-4  p.m.),  the  make- 
yojir-own  Bloody  Mary  comes  with  the 
$16  breakfast  special,  or  $7  separately. 

Either  way,  that  buys  you  a  pint  glass 
filled  with  plain  or  house-infused  pep¬ 
peroncini  vodka  to  bring  to  the  bar, 
where  a  large  selection  of  juice  —  six 
kinds  (including  Clamato!)  —  awaits. 

The  one  made  with  beef  broth  is 
known  as.  an  ancient  voodoo  cure  for 
nonvegetarian  hangovers. 

After  finishing  your  cocktail,  let  us  flee  v - 

this  troll’s  nest  and  walk  up  1 4th  Street  to  Market  On  the  corner,  a 
semi-triangular  (triangles:  inherently  evil?)  restaurant  called  Home 
looks  suspiciously  like  the  bow  of  a  ghost  ship  half  submerged  in  an 
asphalt  ocean.  Many  people  say  this  building  is  cursed,  as  several 
other  restaurants  built  on  the  spot  have  gone  under. 

Home  is  popular  with  gays  and  gay-adjacent  brunchers  of  all  ages. 
The  make-your-own  Bloody  Mary  costs  a  mere  three  bucks  here,  but 
comes  in  a  smaller  Collins  glass.  So  you’ll  have  to  have  two  drinks 
here  —  if  you  dare!  They  skimp  on  the  juice  selection  (read:  no 
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Duboce 


14th 
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15th 


16th 


LEVENDE 
1710  Mission.  SF 
(415)064-5585 
www.lEvenilesf.coni 


17th  a 


© 


Clamato!)  but  serve  about  1 8  different  hot  sauces  to  make  up  for  it. 
Brunch  is  served  from  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

After  your  visit  to  the  outer  rim  of  the  Bloody  Triangle,  you’re  proba¬ 
bly  a  little  bit  tipsy  and  oriented  toward  evil.  That  is  why  I’.ve  ended  the 
tour  at  Home  —  to  remind  you  to  go  there.  I  recommend  you  never 
come  back  to  this  damned  part  of  town,  but  I  know  you  will  not  heed 
my  warnings.  No  one  ever  does.  The  Bloody  Triangle  calls  out  to  each 
of  us  like  a  naked  mermaid  to  a  drunken  sailor,  inviting  us  to  join  her 
each  Sunday,  drowning  our  hangovers  in  her  murky  red  depths.  ♦' 


l/luo/orous,  doftlii&ticated,  ftrofessioncd  adult  refe/wd  f>oolii/uj  aye/ictj  <Sc  adult  store 
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GUARDIAN  PHOTO  ILLUSTRATION  BY  MIRISSA  NEFF 


mVT  Entertainment  pre/ent/ 
/an  Franci/co’/  neuue/t 
Bar  &  nightclub... 


ROOM 


406  Clement  /treet 
between  5th  &  6th  Rvenue/ 
/an  Franci/co 
415-367-6343 
mmw.roch-tt~room.com 
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Snappy  and  Aja  at  Sneaky  Tiki 


The  best  and  the  brashest  of  the 
Bay  Area’s  latest  lounge  boom. 
By  Snappy  the  Transjanimal 


High  on  the  giddy  champagne  fizz  of  the  real  estate 
bubble,  the  bar  scene  was  stellar  in  '05.  For  a  trans¬ 
janimal  like  me  —  small,  brightly  colored,  assem¬ 
bled  from  the  various  body  parts  of  other  stuffed  ani¬ 
mals  —  this  was  especially  great  news  because,  let’s 
face  it,  the  transjanimal  scene  hasn’t  exactly  taken  off 
here.  Vet.  Oh,  sure,  there’ve  been  a  few  one-off  trans¬ 
jams  on  the  downlow  and  even  the  occasional  psy-trans 
Solstice  gathering,  but  lately  those  are  getting  taken 
over  by  drooling  wannabes  and  all-up-in-your-snout 
janimal-chasers.  They’re  sweet,  but  way  too  needy,  yo. 

If  you’re  just  out  looking  for  a  good  stiff  drink  with  some 
nice  hot  fluff,  forget  it. 

Thank  Frankenstuff  this  is  the  Bay  Area,  where  the 
sight  of  a  lone  transjanimal  doin’  the  squeak  on  the 
dance  floor  (or  sliding  down  the  plush  banquette  after 
too  many  soju  cosmos)  doesn’t  raise  much  tweezed 
eyebrow.  Besides,  with  its  freaky-deaky  mix  of  over-the- 


top  decor,  crazy  digital  visual  excess,  boatloads  of 
friendly  babe  clientele,  and  a  dash  of  retro  rock  ’n’  roll 
sleaze,  the  new  bar  style  squeals  for  your  attention.  If 
you  wanna  score  the  hollabacks,  you  gotta  be  unique. 
And  score  I  do.  The  lounge  lizard  may  be  creeping  back, 
but  the  hotties  all  go  nuts  for  a  transjan  snuggle.  Hey,  is 
that  a  bed  I  see  on  the  dance  floor? 

It  is  if  we’re  at  Dolce  (440  Broadway,  SF.  415-989- 
3434,  www.dolcesf.com),  which  kicked  off  a  slew  of 
hayroll-happy  openings  early  this  year  with  a  playboy 
crowd  and  some  kinky  dlan.  It  also  led  the  pack  of  new 
North  Beach  ultralounges,  which  includes  plush  dance 
palace  (with  impressive  guest  list)  Zebra  Lounge  (447 
Broadway,  SF.  415-788-0188,  www.zebrasf.net),  cozy 
DJ  den  Magnet  (1402  Grant,  SF.  415-271-5760, 
www.magnetlounge.com),  and  the  too-cute-even-for- 
me  Sip  (787  Broadway,  S.F.,  415-699-6545, 

Continued  on  page  22 


HOME  OF  THE  CLASSIC 
HAND-CARVED  SANDWICH 

ay 


IIOI  GEARY  <S>  VAN  NESS  •  (4151  775-4216 


Readers  Choice :  Best  of  the  Bay  Winner 


KaraoKe:8pm 


TUES: 


L.9VE  SALSA 

lessons  8-<?s3©/9m 


funk,  hip-hop 
80's,  &  reggae  D]'s 


THURS: 


bhre  Bands 
S  DJ’s 


FBI  /  SAT 


KING  of  KINGS 

rojta;ae  Sundays 


BGUBUBBC 

(former  members  of  O-MRYfl) 


...  m  N  V  €  ft  n  S  H  ujith 

^  JL  ivmcs  BORN 

s§w<:  ,®m  (w/  full  band) 

also  Djs  Plctturn  and  Treatunice  spinning 
before  5t  after  $20  cidv.  @  ticHetuueb.com 


shattuckdownlow.com 

2284  Shattuck  Ave  @  Bancroft,  (5  I  0)  548- 1  I  59 

rues  -  sat:  8-2am,  sun:  9-2am _ 


DINNER  &  A  DRINK  FOR  AROUND  *10! 
SERVING  FOOD  'TIL  1:45AM 

_ DISCOUNTED  VALIDATED  PARKING  AT  CATHEDRAL  HILL  HOTEL _ 


te  urmma*. 


■  mr 


ToMMJA 

k 


-  aan 

A  San  Francisco  Institution 
for  over  57  years! 


13.25 
FOR  . 

GREAT 

WEtL 

MARTINIS! 
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laL.. 

December  31, 2005 1 10  pm  -  3  am 

Toast  the  New  Year  at  San  Francisco’s 
premier  champagne  bar  and  lounge 

DJ  Felix  the  Dog 

Champagnes,  Cocktails,  and  Appetizers 
Festive  party  favors 


BUBBLE  LOUNGE  NEW  YEARS  EVE  2006 


Tbe  Bubble  Lounge 

714  Montgomery  SL  @  Washington 

San  Francisco  T.  415.434.4204 


For  more  information  -  please  go  to  vwuw.bubbleiounge.com/sfevents.shtml  or  email  janekim@bubblelounge.com 


&  Joe  Hamer 


Academy 


A  weightless  decangling 
moisturizing  Poam-lotion. 
Great  Pop  setting 
twisting,  blow-drying 
and  natural  styles. 

Gives  hair  controlled 
silky-body.  De-Prizz  shine 
without  Plake. 

All  Textures. 


AVAILABLE  NOW 


Holiday  /pedal 

bring  in  ad  &  receive 


all  services 
(Tue.  &  Wed.  only) 
through  the. 
end  oP  Feb.  06 


I  Hair 
eKten/ion/ 
i  available 


Best  of  Allure,  Instyle,  &  San  Francisco  Magazine 


Open  Tuesday-Saturday  •  2  Locations 
211  Church  St.  @  Market,  Suite  A 
1599  Dolores  St.  @  29th  St. 
(415)863-0703  www.hairplay.com 
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DOCS  CLOCK 


2  5  7  5  MissioN  Street 
Sain  Francisco,  CA  94110 


41 5  8  24 DOCS 

.docsclock.coM 

JoilM  US  foR  . 
New  Years  Eve  ! 


www.clubanton.com 
428  3rd  Street,  Oakland 
(510)  463-0165 


Open  Wednesday  - 
Sunday  featuring 
Live  Music 

Free  Salsa  lessons 
with  entrance  to  the 
club  Saturday’s 

Free  Samba  lessons 
with  entrance  to  the 
club  Sunday’s 

Listen  to  Radio  Show 
“La  Grande” 

AM  1010-990  Saturday 
con  El  Blanco  de  la  Salsa 

Call  for  special 
event  bookings 


Peruvian  Cuisine 
Available 


Secrets  &  Lies 

From  page  8 

upgrade,  and  already  Saturday  nights  at 
the  Endup  are  where  all  the  cool  kids 
clamor  to  be  (although  I  seriously  miss 
the  recently  departed  Miss  Juanita 
More’s  crazy-diva  presence  as  monthly 
hostess).  Can  you  believe  the  place  has 
been  around  for  32  years? 

House  on  fire 

The  rebirth  It’s  been  high  diva- 
drama  on  the  house  scene  for  real  this 
year,  OK?  2005  is  the.latest  year  in 
which  everyone  said  house  died. 
Supastar  DJ  culture  tanked.  Bay  Area 
house  venues  shrank.  Sugar,  Remedy, 
and  other  longtime  club  nights  folded, 
as  well  as  the  one  new  club  that  tried 
hardest  to  keep  house  alive,  Jack.  Kids 
all  followed  the  shiny  electroclash 
piper  away  from  the  tribal  beat. 


(Soapbox  moment:  And  this  whole 
time  some  people  are  still,  for  whatev¬ 
er  reason,  blaming  . . .  Asians?  What 
the  fuck?)  There’s  been  a  lot  of  acri¬ 
mony  flying  among  DJs  and  promot¬ 
ers  who’ve  known  each  other  for  years, 
friends  I  came  up  in  the  scene  with, 
whose  floors  I’ve  passed  out  on  after 
four  days  straight  of  partying.  There’ ve 
been  other  promoters  who  saw  a  good 
thing  and  cash-moneyed  and/or  flirted 
their  way  into  the  venue  so  they  could 
take  it  over.  And  then  there’ve  been 
DJs  stealing  promoters’  boyfriends. 
Would  that  it  were  all  lies! 

But  whatever.  The  splits  are  actually 
doing  the  scene  good.  Everybody’s 
starting  their  own  new  project,  some¬ 
times  in  competing  slots.  And  a  pretty 
amazing  array  of  promoters  and  labels 
Continued  on  page  22 


Special  live  performance  by 

ZION  I  ' 

J.BOOGIE  (Om  Records) 

ZEPH  (Wide  Hive) 

REN  THE  VINYL 
ARCHAEOLOGIST  (True  Skool) 


SAKE  ONE  (Locall  200/PST) 
D-SHARP  (Blackalitious/Quannu  m) 


DJDE' 


5=  ARENA  IH  :T  DANCEHAL0.  RE 

-•••  ..f  th<-  TJdlW«ilAR  St 


DADDY  ROLO  (Reggae  Gold/Give  Thankz/Lonestar  Sound)  * 
POLO  (Reggae  Gold/Give  Thankz) 

UNI-T  (Lonestar  Sound/Enter  the  Dancchali) 

HENROC  (City  Cat  Sound)  v. ; 


TICKET  DETAILS  _ _ _ _ ... _ 

Limited  $20  presale  tix  avail; 

Price  will  go  up,  get  your  tickets  now,  don't  sleep!!! 


ONLINE  AUTHORIZED  OUTLETS 

www  dcketweb.com  Papalote //  3409  24th  St,  San  Francisco 
www.true-skooI.org  Open  Mind  Music  //  342  Divisadero  St.  San  Francisco- 
B-Side  Records  //  2128  Dwight  Way.  Berkeley 

EVENT  DETAILS 

]  lotted  by  the  Bay  Area's  dream  team  of  promoters  Afterhours  til  4am,  doors  (tu  8pm 
1 1  All  Star  DJs  in  3  Rooms  Dress  how  you  like 

Live  midnight  showcase  w/special  guests  . .  \  21c  w/ valid  ID  *  K 

Multi  digital  projector  video  show  For  more  info 

Giveaways  ftorn  Upper  Playground  .  www.dubsixl.com  ; www.soulshakedc 

GUARDIAN  S5E  ©  A  <W:  0 


%  www.dubsixl  .com.Vwvvw.so^ 


Garnish  Responsibly. 
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RICHIE/  460  HAIGHT  @  FIIUTIORE 
10UU£R  HRIGHT  /RR  FRRRCI/CO 


THE  BEST  (&  WORST)  IN 
80's,  Hip-Hop,  Rock,  Funk,  whatever! 


featuring 

Hesohi,  Chad  Mitchell  aka  "the  gooch’ 
Nuttz,  Centipede 
JP  Soul,  Fuzzy  Lumpkins 
No  Battles;  Funboy,  Phil  Salter 


going  duech 


Robots,  orgies,  ice  palaces,  and  the  Mistress  of  Scent  — 
welcome  to  Amsterdam  import  Supperclub.  By  Marke  B. 


1 A  h  it’s  absolutely  wild.  And  it  just  keeps  getting  bet- 

I  Iter,”  says  Princess  Kennedy,  the  infamous  SF  trash- 

U  drag  personality,  when  I  ask  her  how  it’s  going  with 
her  hostess  gig  at  the  mind-bogglingly  plush  new  restau- 
rant-club-performance  space-art  gallery  on  Harrison 
called,  simply,  Supperclub. 

“There’s  just  no  limit  to  the  creativity,"  she  continues. 
“And  look  at  me  —  I’m  gorgeous!”  She’s  just  finished  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  a  Barbarella-e sque  “cold  war-space  opera- 
industrial  thing"  at  the  club,  in  which  she  played  an  evil 
fembot  wheeled  out  on  a  giant  serving  tray.  She  looked  like 
a  tranny-Bionicle  supermodel,  or  what  you’d  get  if  half  of 
Paris  Hilton’s  face  suddenly  peeled  away  to  reveal  the  glow¬ 
ering  cyborg  within.  Awesome  hot,  but  a  tad  unnerving. 

Kennedy’s  roll-on  part  was  wedged  within  a  much  larg¬ 
er,  smorgasbord-like  “concept"  that  included  a  giant  mad- 
scientist  laboratory  setting;  hunky  cohost  Stu  Gerry  riding 
a  vintage  motorcycle  into  the  restaurant  and  onto  the 
stage;  a  jackboot-outfitted  butch  dyke  accusing  a  petite 
masseur  of  being  a  Russian  spy  and  tying  her  up  in  a  cas¬ 
tle  dungeon  (where  she  was  menaced  by  a  headless  dog 
until  she  confessed);  and  a  corporate  speech  by  a  CEO 
during  which  three  of  his  employees  were  bound  in  chains 
behind  him.  All  for  the  benefit  of  diners 
enjoying  a  sumptuous  five-course  prix 
fixe  meal.  In  bed. 

Fab. 

The  “in  bed"  part  is  a  staple  of  the 
Supperclub  allure,  which  involves 
treating  diners  to  demiurgic  feasts 
(prepared  by  well-respected  chef  Jerry 
McGinnis)  in  one  of  the  more  than  30 
oversize  beds  that  dot  la  Salle  Neige, 
the  roomy,  pure  white  dining  space. 

(The  menus  change  weekly  and  are 
devised  to  complement  the  perform¬ 
ances  metaphorically.)  Attached  to  the 
dining  area  is  le  Bar  Rouge,  a  sweet 
little  alcoholic  enclave  that  attracts  a 
more  cocktail-inclined  crowd.  La  Salle 
Prive  is  the  gallery  annex  next  to  the 
bar.  On  weekends  (and  weekdays 
when  the  vibe  is  right)  Supperclub  opens 
La  Salle  Neige  up  into  a  large  dance  floor  featuring  a  kick- 
ass  sound  system  and  digital  video  projections. 

Owners  Tad  Glauthier  and  Alex  Lustberg  brought  the 
multifaceted  Supperclub  concept  over  from  Amsterdam, 
where  the  original  Supperclub  (by  eccentric  Dutch  restau¬ 
rant  design  team  IQ  Creative,  BV)  has  become  famous 
among  international  scenesters  for  its  huge,  orgiastic  par¬ 
ties.  (It’s  also  spawned  quite  a  franchise.  In  .addition  to 
Supperclubs  in  Amsterdam  and  SF,  there  is  now  a  four- 
deck  “Supperclub  cruise”  aboard  Dutch  steamship 
Comtesse  every  weekend  and  a  Supperclub  Rome,  with 
Supperclubs  in  London  and  Singapore  and  a  “Supperclub 
cruise  Mediterranee"  on  the  way).  All  the  Supperclubs 
share  a  fierce,  genre-shattering  commitment  to  “crazy 
creativity”  that  can  sometimes  overwhelm  newcomers. 

“it’s  kind  of  an  education  process  to  explain  what  we’re 
up  to,  because  it’s  definitely  not  the  kind  of  thing  people 
are  used  to,”  says  Eric  Glaser,  Supperclub’s  promotions 
manager  and  creative  director’of  the  space  opera-indus¬ 
trial  thing  performance  described  above.  “But  they're  real¬ 
ly  starting  to  catch  on  to  what  we  do.  And  it’s  an  education 
for  us  as  well,  finding  out  what  works  in  this  kind  of  'any¬ 
thing  goes'  atmosphere.” 

“For  instance,”  he  continues,  “we  just  had  a  fantastic 
experience  with  the  Mistress  of  Scent.  We  brought  her  in 
to  go  from  bed  to  bed,  offering  an  array  of  sensual  oils  to 


test  and  mixing  custom  ones  on  the  spot  for  our  guests  to 
take  home.  And  she  went  great  with  our  dinnertime  mas¬ 
sage  service.  She's  definitely  coming  back.  I  still  have  a 
little  bottle  of  lavender-ginger-bergamot  on  my  desk.  And 
then  we  did  this  amazing  ice  palace  thing  where  every¬ 
thing  in  the  club  was  frozen.” 

Because  the  nightly  performance  spectaculars  encom¬ 
pass  so  many  cool-kitsch  genres,  dynamic  visuals,  and 
eye-popping  forms  of  artistic  expression,  shorthand 
descriptions  of  them  are  usually  suffixed  by  that  catch-all 
word,  “thing."  Besides  the  “ice  palace  thing”  (featuring 
glacial  decor,  frozen  cocktails,  and,  yes,  simulated  ice- 
skating),  Supperclub  has  also  played  host  to  such  theme 
nights  as  the  “retro-future-robot  thing”  and  the  “ancient 
bacchanal/Roman  orgy  thing.”  Throughout  it  all,  cohosts 
Kennedy  and  Stu  act  as  combination  maitre  d’-ringmas- 
ter-MCs.  “The  only  thing  people  are  sure  to  get  during  a 
Supperclub  experience,”  Glaser  says,  “is  great  food  and  a 
mind-blowing  adventure.” 

If  this  all  sounds  like  an  upscale  version  of  Burning  Man 
(except  for  the  great  food  part),  that’s  because  it  is.  “I’ve 
been  to  Burning  Man  the  last  10  years  it  was  put  on,” 
Glaser  says,  “and  Tad  and  Alex  have  been  there  several 


times.  The  creative  genius  of  the  playa  infuses  everything 
we  do.  We  have  the  groundbreaking  ingenuity  of 
Supperclub  Amsterdam  to  draw  from,  but  we  also  have  this 
incredible  yearly  event  in  our  own  backyard  whose  energy 
and  spirit  we  try  to  pay  homage  to  in  our  presentation.” 

And  Glaser  is  quick  to  distance  Supperclub  from  the 
Vegas-style  cabaret  dining  experience,  or  SF's  own  vaude- 
ville-ynder-a-big-top,  Teatro  ZinZanni.  “We’re  not  ’first 
course,  then  acrobats  on  stilts,  second  course,  then  fire¬ 
eating  drag  queen,'  etc.  —  although  we  do  feature  those 
kinds  of  performers.  We  focus  on  being  more  ‘interactive,’ 
constantly  having  something  going  on  that  patrons  can 
engage  or  participate  in.  Of  course,  we  also  make  sure 
there’s  time  to  eat,  because  the  food’s  the  best  part.” 

Upcoming  Supperclub  events  include  a  Trannyshack 
10-year  anniversary  celebration,  giant-screen  film  show¬ 
ings  with  truffle-butter  popcorn,  and  dance  parties  with 
DJs  Adrian  and  the  Mysterious  D.  And  for  New  Year’s  Day, 
Supperclub's  planning  to  throw  a  hangover-slaying  morn¬ 
ing  party  called  “Breakfast  in  Bed.” 

Urn,  how  perfect  is  that?  ❖ 

Supperclub.  657  Harrison,  SF.  Restaurant  Tues.-Sun., 
seating  7:30  p.m .;  Le  Bar  Rouge  Tues.-Sun.,  6:30  p.m.- 
2  a.  m„  prix  fixe  five-course  menu  $65;  reservations 
requested.  (415)  348-0900.  www.supperclub.com. 
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GUARDIAN  PHOTO  BY  NEIL  MOTTERAM 


COLD-FILTERING  MAKES 
A  BEER  SMOOTH. 

i 

COLD-FILTERING  TWICE 
MAKES  A  BEER 
VERY,  VERY  SMOOTH. 

i  I 

THAT’S  WHY  WE  COLD-FILTER 
OUR  BEER  FOUR  TIMES. 


Genuine  Flavor,"* 

Cold  Filtered  Smooth. 


Good  call. 


PROHIBITION  ALE  •  BIG  DADDY  I.PJL  • 
UNTOUCHABLE  PALE  ALE  •  SATCHMO  STOUT  • 
DOUBLE  DADDY  •  BOOTLEGGER  BLACK  LAGEB 
•  SHYLOCK  MAIBOCK  •  OLD  GODFATHER 


SF’s  Finest  Sports  Bar 
&  Restaurant 


Broadcasting  the  Best  Sporting 
Events  from  across  the  country 
and  around  the  globe. 


Across  from  Kezar  Stadium 
(original  home  of  the  49ers) 

770  Stanyan 
(415)386.9292 


SF’s  BEST 
ENGLISH  SOCCER 
AND  AMERICAN 
SPORTS  BAR 


THE  MAD  DOG  IN  THE  FOG 
530  HAIGHT  @  FILLMORE 
415-626-7279 


w  vv  w.madclog.citvsearch.co  m 


SUPER 

ECO 


Marke  B.  flirts  with 
the  cutting  edge 
dives,  dance  clubs 
and  elbow  rubs. 


A  bi-weekly  column 
in  the  essential  guide 
to  urban  culture. 

GUARDIAN 


Every  Friday  Night 

10pm-5am 
at  the  Power  Exchange  -  Level  3 
74  Otis  Street,  SF 

For  more  info  call: 

(877)  69LUSCIOUS 
LusciousLimos.net 
PowerExchange.com 


Couples  &  Ladies  After  Hours 

llwicioui  £ime>  tPieoento: 

CluS  ffioety  Clap! 

m 


•  Booty  Clap  Dancers 

•  Exotic  Showcases 

•  Sexy  Amateur  Contests 

•  Exotic  One-of-kind 
Limos  Available 

(visit  www.LusciousLimos.net) 

•  and  more... 


Mixed  Scene 

Front  page  17 
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www.siploungesf.com),  up  near 
Chinatown. 

Sip  is  not  to  be  tipsily  confused 
with  Oip  (1225  Folsom,  SF.  415- 
863-1 290,  www.ciplounge.com), 
local  club  impresario  Cip’s  dia¬ 
mond-chiseled  niche  in  the 
leather  district  (where  My  Place 
used  to  be),  which  brings  some 
classy  top  shelf  to  SoMa.  (Who 
doesn't  need  a  little  Grey  Goose 
between  cruises?)  Cip  also 
opened  a  new  queer-oriented  bar 
(gasp!)  outside  the  Castro  (double 
gasp!),  taking  over  the  Top’s  old 
spot  in  the  Lower  Haight  with 
Underground  SF  (424  Haight  SF.  415-864-7384, 
www.undergroundsf.com),  a  homey  haven  for  indie  gaiety  with  a  spritz  of 
circuit-scene  ennui. 

Oddball  hotspots  flourished  this  year,  sparking  up  some  of  the  darker 
corners  of  the  nightlife  map.  Nihon  (1779  Folsom,  SF.  415-552-4400, 
www.nihon-sf.com)  brought  the  concept  of  Japanese  whiskey  bars  (and 
more  than  80  single  malts)  to  the  Inner  Mission,  while  Sneaky  Tiki  (1582 
Folsom,  SF.  41 5-701  -TIKI,  sneakytiki-sf.com)  featured  flamboyant  tropical 
drinks  at  a  decidedly  untropical  (yet  stiji  flamboyant)  SoMa  address. 

Chaise  Lounge  (309  Cortland,  SF.  41 5-401  -0952)  broke  the  dyke  barrier 
and  gave  the  gals  a  new  spot  at  last  in  Bernal  Heights. 

House-infused  vodka  haven  Nova  (555  Second  St.,  SF.  415-553-2282, 
www.novabar.com)  twinkled  in  the  shadow  of  SBC  Park,  and  the 
KnockOut  (3223  Mission,  SF.  415-550-6994)  went  rockabilly  in  the  Outer 
Mission.  The  loft-style,  big-screen  decor  of  urban  sophisticate  hangout 
John  Colins  (90  Natoma,  SF.  415-543-2277,  www.johncolins.com),  the 
lush  happy-hour  mixers  at  Catalyst  (312  Harriet,  SF.  415-621-1722, 
www.catalystcocktails.com),  the  hyperexclusivity  and  snakeskin  look  of 
private  club  Otis  (25  Maiden  Lane,  SF.  No  contact),  and  Deco’s  trans¬ 
friendly,  ’30s-style  piano-bar  interior  (510  Larkin,  SF.  415-345-9832) 
brought  some  big-city  attitude  to  the  San  Francisco’s  lesser-traveled 
streets.  The  Ruby  Skye  guys  took  their  brand  of  slick  luxuriance  to 
Pleasanton  with  Aura  (5825  Hopyard,  Pleasanton.  925-416-0777, 
www.nightclubaura.com),  and  Oakland  finally  got  a  hip-hop  shot  in  the 
booty  with  @17th  (510 17th  St,  Oakl.  510-433-0577,  www.at17th.com). 

Ready  for  a  breathless  alcoholic  cuddle  yet?  Snappy  hears  ya.  But  wait, 
there’s  even  more.  The  big  boys  to  beat  this  year  were  Le  Duplex  (1525 
Mission,  SF.  415-355-1525,  www.duplexsf.com),  with  its  expensive,  multi¬ 
tiered  exuberance;  hot-hot  Amsterdam  import  Supperclub  and  its 
attached  Le  Bar  Rouge  (657  Harrison,  SF.  415-348-0900);  the  raucous, 
packed-solid  Mr.  Smith's  (34  Seventh  St,  SF.  415-355-9991.  www.maxi- 
mumproductions.com);  and  the  super-swank  Vegas  style  of  Loft  11  (316 
1 1  th  St. ,  SF.  41 5-701  -81 1 1 ,  www.loftl  1  sf.com).  Oh,  and  did  I  mention  the 
classy,  mixed-crowd  appeal  of  Eight  (1151  Folsom,  SF.  415-979-3031)? 

That’s  a  lot  of  new  cocktail  to  stomach,  even  for  a  transjanimal.  But  the 
more  the  merrier,  I  say.  Because  in  this  dark  day  and  age,  there’s  just 
nothing  better  than  a  tipple-driven  tango  on  the  dance  floor  —  or  a  nice, 
warm  cuddle  in  the  Naugahyde  booth.  Cheers!  ❖ 


Come  get  your  fluff  on  with  Snappy,  Twittle,  Phinokie.  Dr.  Frankenstuff,  and 
the  rest  of  the  uberhip  transjanimal  clique  at  www.transjanimals.com. 


Secrets  &  Lies 

From  page  1 8 

got  off  their  butts  and  banded  together 
to  fill  in  the  gaps.  (In  this  category,  I 
have  to  give  it  up  especially  for  the 
Salted  crew  at  Mighty  1 19  Utah,  SF.  415- 
626-7001,  www.mightyll9.com]  on 
Saturdays.)  I  suddenly  have,  like,  eight 
places  to  go  and  dance  all  night  on 
weekends  again.  It  looks  like  every¬ 


thing’s  back  as  it  should  be:  under¬ 
ground.  A  tittle  competition  can  be 
good,  maybe.  I  just  wish  things  hadn’t 
got  so  personal  this  time . . . 

Up  and  coming  Who’s 
new?  Who’s  hot?  Well,  besides  the  huge 
triumph  of  the  entire  alternaqueer  scene 
this  year  (see  “Alternaqueers  Are  Go!,” 
page  12),  a  few  sky-high  personalities 
have  definitely  come  to  the  fore.  I’m 
loving  Foxy  Contin  for  his  fucked-up 


22  ))BARS  AND  CLUBS({  WINTER  2005 


half-drag  faggotry.  The  Club  Macho 
kids,  Zac  Posse  and  David  Toro,  souped 
up  the  scene  this  year  with  their  crazy 
antics.  Promoter  Juan  Jesus  of  Beatbox 
Events  (www.beatboxevents.com)  did  a 
slam-bang  job  with  this  year’s  Miss 
Trannyshack  Pageant  (where  first  run¬ 
ner-up  Faux  Pas,  with  her  stunning 
postapocalyptic  Sinead  O’Connor 
number,  sailed  into  local  drag  legend). 
Favorite  around-town  door  boys:  Jacob, 
Jonas,  Marvin,  and  Spider.  Favorite 
around-town  door  girls:  Kelly  Fox  and 
Maile.  Brash  young  local  buck  Joseph 
Fennity’s  irreverent  porn  star  interview 
podcasts  (www.pornstarstalk.com)  are 
rocketing  up  the  iTunes  charts.  And  DJs 
Earworm  (www.djearworm.com)  and 
are  emerging  as  the  kids  everyone  wants 
to  play  at  their  party . . . 

Flying  blind 

With  deepest  respects  to  one  of  my  club 
writer-fashion  disaster  idols,  Michael 
Musto  (and  before  I  lose  any  more 
friends),  I  gotta  slip  into  blind-item 
mode  here,  if  only  to  protect  the  already 
fabulously  tarnished  names  of  the  guilty 
parties.  My  downlow  hotline  is  ringing 
off  the  hook  with  shady  scene  activity, 
so  it’s  time  to  play  “Name  that  Scene 
Queen”. . . ,  Which  odds-against  con¬ 
testant  of  a  popular  club  “pageant” 
slipped  one  of  the  key  judges  a  “free 
holiday  in  Colombia”  and,  to  the  watch¬ 
ing  crowd’s  whispered  puzzlement,  sud¬ 
denly  ended  up  being  crowned  winner? 
Which  promoter  called  die  cops  on  his 
own  club  because  he  couldn’t  stand  the 
“high-pitched  squawks”  of  several 
invading  bachelorette  parties?  Which 
world-famous  DJ  stepped  outside  to 
“powder  up”  and  accidentally  locked 
the  booth  door  behind  him,  leaving  a 
packed  local  dance  floor  without  music 
for  almost  half  an  hour? 

Which  all-about-town  drag  queen 
has  become  so  synonymous  with  pow¬ 
dered  substances  that  mentioning  her 
name  is  now  a  way  to  politely  inform 
someone  of  visible  residue,  as  in  “Girl,  I 
see  you’re  here  with  (X)”?  Which  slum¬ 
ming  society  ball  debutante  has  now 
been  spotted  wearing  the  same  designer 
outfit  three  times  in  one  month  —  and 
it’s  a  bad  outfit ?  Which  irate  club  owner 
tackled  which  shady  promoter,  wanted 
for  fraud  and  identity  theft,  in  an 
attempt  to  perform  a  citizen’s  arrest  — 
but  himself  was  taken  into  custody 
when  freaked  bystanders  called  the 
cops?  Which  club  kid  wannabe  was  seen 
wandering  in  a  daze  outside  Sneaky 
Tiki,  in  SoMa,  with  his  pants  ’round  his 
ankles,  too  drunk  to  say  “Aloha”?  Which 
bitch  of  a  club  columnist  was  recently 
spotted  on  his  knees  at  the  Eagle  in  ' 
broad  daylight,  “doing  research”? 

Oh  wait,  that  last  one  was  me . . .  ❖ 

Marke  B.  says  the  only  way  to  combat 
the  vacuous  media  stranglehold  of 
celebrity  culture  is  to  become  your  own 
fabulous  disaster  —  and  then  tell  him 
all  about  it.  He  writes  the  Bay  Guard¬ 
ian’s  biweekly  Super  Ego  clubs  column 
and  eagerly  awaits  your  e-mails  at 
superego@sfbg.com. 
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Patio 

Cocktails 

Happy  Hour  Specials 
Back  entrance  on  CLAUDE  LANE 


L.I.F.E  System  Biofeedback  Sessions 

Harmony,  Balance  Joy,  Lightness  of  Being. 
Experience  yourself.  Awaken  to  all  your  possibilities. 


When  stress  is  present 
the  flow  of  energy  can 
be  interrupted  creating 
an  imbalance  in  the 
maganetic  field,  affecting 
the  physical  body.  The 
L.I.F.E  System's  technolo¬ 
gy  is  designed  to  work 
on  the  body’s 
Electromagnetic  field, 
reducing  acute 
symptoms  such  as 
migrane  headaches, 
chronic  muscular  pain, 
etc.  (AMA  Certified). 


A  partial  program  list 
is  as  follows: 

•  Allergies 

•  Hormones 

•  Mental-Emotional 

•  Sports-Injury 

•  Parasites 

•  Heavy  Metal 

Toxicity 

'Shock  &  Trauma 


Ylara  Khalsa,  LMT.HMT.CT 
2717  Judah  St  •  San  Francisco  •  415-202-3820 

Ylara  is  a  licensed  Massage  Therapist  &  Somatic  Release  practitioner. 
With  12  years  experience  in  the  Healing  aits  field 


BEST  PRESENT  UNDER  10  BUCKS 


The  Morpheus: 

Fresh  muddled  basil 
Muddled  lemon  wedge 
Fresh  lemon  juice 
Crushed  iced 
Lemon  vodka 
Touch  of  sugar 
Splash  of  soda  water 


Only  $8 


com 

A  MODERN  DAY  PAi 

3192  1 6 1 H  SI  CAMASF.COM  ’ 
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b  a  c  a  r 

www.bacarsf.com 


BESToftheS 

IBAYl 

•3  WINNER! 


Book  now  for  New  Year's 

bacar  serves  an  acclaimed 
Mediterranean/American  cuisine  creatively 
prepared  by  Chef  Adam  Timney. 

We  offer  a  ground  breaking  wine  program 
with  1,300  selections. 

448  Brannan  Street  •  San  Francisco 
(415)  904-4100 


2  BEVERAGE  CHIPS  ($10  VALUE  EACH) 


COMPLIMENTARY  CHAMPAGNE 


OR  RED  BULL  TOAST  AT  MIDNIGHT! 

WITH  EXTRAORDINARY  PARTY  FAVORS 
TO  RING  IN  THE  NEW  YEAR  PROPER! 


DOORS  AT  7:30PM 
THE  PARTY  CONTINUES 
AFTER-HOURS,  UNTIL  WE  DROP! 

A  VERY  LIMITED  NUMBER  OF  VIP  TABLES 
WITH  BOTTLE  SERVICE  ARE  AVAILABLE 
CALL  NOW  TO  RESERVE! 


levende  ; 

1710  MISSION  (3  DUBOCE  'SLOUMd/ 
LEVENDESF.COM  415.864.5585 

SFNewYearsEve.com 

FOR  MORE  INFO  AND  TICKET  PURCHASE 
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Gouncdown 


A  New  Year’s  Eve  top  1 0.  By  Kristina  Peterson 

Dreams,’  a  “New  Year’s  Eve-olution.”  The  double-header 
party  (Dec.  30  and  3 1 )  features  performances  by  the 
String  Cheese  Incident  (both  nights),  the  Dresden  Dolls, 
Yard  Dogs  Road  Show,  and  Vau  de  Vire  Society  as  well  as 
DJs,  art  installations,  and  an  outdoor  tent  area.  Dec.  30, 

7 p.tn.-2  a.m.;  Dec.  31,  7:30 p.m.-4  a.m.,  Concourse 
Exhibition  Center,  635  Eighth  St.,  SF.  18  and  over.  Two- 
day  passes,  $110;  Dec.  30,  $45;  Dec.  31,  $70.  www 
.baselineticketing.com  and  www.ticketweb.com  (tickets), 
www.seaofdreamsnye.com  and  www.anonsalon.com  (info). 

Step  lively  into  the  New  Year  with  Steppin’,  a  Fillmore 
soul  and  Oakland  funk  band  led  by  Oscar  Myers  that’ll 
have  you  boogieing  all  night  long  to  their  jazzy-bluesy- 
funky  old-school  music.  Prepare  to  wear  a  party  hat  as 
you  sip  your  champagne.  8  p.m.,  Boom  Boom  Room,  1601 
Fillmore,  SF.  $35  in  advance  ( www.boomboomtickets.com ), 
$50  at  the  door.  (415)  673  8000,  www.boomboomblues.com. 

In  the  event  that  you  invested  in  Google  back  in  1999, 
spend  your  dividends  decadently  at  the  Fifth  Floor’s 
‘Decade  Of  Dom.'  Attendees  partake  of  a  seven-course 
menu,  accompanied  by  caviar  and  selected  champagnes 
from  Dom  Perignon.  At  a  mere  $500  a  head,  it’s  practical¬ 
ly  a  bargain.  12  Fourth  St.,  SF.  (415)  348-1555,  www.fifth- 
floorrestauran.com. 

In  the  alternate,  and  more  likely,  event  that  your  holi¬ 
day  budget  is  completely  blown  and  you  might  not  be 
able  to  afford  a  drink  again,  ever,  you’ll  be  happy  to  learn 
that  the  Jacques  Thibaud  String  Trio  plays  absolutely  free 
three  days  in  a  row  at  various  Bay  Area  locales.  Presented 
by  the  San  Francisco  Chamber  Orchestra,  the  trio  from 
Berlin  will  perform  works  by  Mozart,  Beethoven,  and 
Golijov.  Dec.  30,  8  p.m.,  Herbst  Theatre,  401  Van  Ness,  SF; 
Dec.  31,  8  p.m.  First  Congregational  Church,  2345 
Channing,  Berk.;  Jan.  1,  4  p.m.,  St.  Mark’s  Episcopal 
Church,  600  Colorado,  Palo  Alto.  Free,  www.sfcham- 
berorchestra.org. 

With  the  help  of  an  army  of  DJs,  Club  6ix  hosts 
'Champions  Of  the  Arena,’  a  tri-arena  celebration  of  “true- 


Afew  years  ago,  my  mother  decided  there  was  really 
no  more  room  for  improvement  in  terms  of  either 
character  or  appearance  and  switched  from  New 
Year’s  resolutions  to  affirmations  of  her  own  gener¬ 
al  splendor.  The  rest  of  us,  most  likely,  should  prob¬ 
ably  drink  less,  go  to  yoga  more  often,  and  not  enter 
through  the  back  door  of  Muni  anymore.  But  let’s  save 
that  for  2006,  and  have  our  fun  while  we  can.  The  follow¬ 
ing  roundup  of  New  Year’s  Eve  festivities  should  help  keep 
you  out  past  your  bedtime. 

From  Anon  Salon,  the  people  who  brought  us  “Burning 
Man  Decompression,”  comes  the  ever  popular  ‘Sea  of 
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skool,”  hip-hop/ reggaeton,  and 
dance/reggae  music.  Presented  by 
True  Skool,  Dee  Cee’s  Soul 
Shakedown,  and  Daddy  Rolo,  the 
night  also  features  a  live  performance 
by  Zion  I.  8  p.m.-4  a.m„  Club  6ix,  60 
Sixth  St.,  SF.  $20  in  advance  ( www 
. ticketweb.com,  www. true-skool.org, 
participating  music  stores).  (415)  863- 
1221,  www.clubsixl.com,  www.soul- 
shakedown.com. 

The  club  1984  rings  in  the  New 
Year  at  the  Cat  Club  with  its  'Living 
on  Video  — .  New  Wave’  extravaganza. 
In  the  back  room,  DJs  Melting  Girl 
and  Dangerous  Dan  put  on  a  synth 
pop,  goth,  and  industrial  show  with 
video  faves  from  Depeche  Mode,  Men 
Without  Hats,  The  Cure,  and  others. 
In  the  front,  DJs  Damon  and  Jules 
count  down  the  year  with  all-time 
favorites  from  Madonna,  Prince,  and 
other  ’80s  artists.  Prizes  go  out  to  the 
best  ’80s  outfits.  9 p.m.-4  a.m..  Cat 
Club,  1190  Folsom,  SF.  $20  in  advance 
(www.1984sf.com  or  the  Cat  Club), 

$30  at  the  door,  $25  if  dressed  in  new 
wave  attire.  (415)  431-3332. 

La  Pena  Cultural  Center  hosts  a 
festive  evening  of  Latin  jazz  with 
Jesus  Diaz  and  His  Bay  Area  Afro- 
Cuban  All  stars.  Percussionist-vocalist 
Diaz  has  performed  with  such  greats 
as  Carlos  Santana  and  Dizzy 
Gillespie.  Caff  Valparaiso  will  be 
open,  serving  Latin  American  special¬ 
ties  and  wines  from  Chile  and 
Argentina.  9:30  p.m.,  La  Pena  Cultural 
Center,  3105  Shattuck,  Berk.  $23 
advance,  $25  at  the  door.  (510)  849- 
2568.  For  cafe  reservations,  call  (510) 
841-3800.  www.lapena.org. 

Raising  money  for  Theatre 
Rhinoceros,  Marga  Gomez's  New 
Year’s  Eve  Spectacular  promises  a 
night  of  laughs  for  a  cultural  cause. 
One  of  the  country’s  first  openly  gay 
comedians,  Gomez  will  soon  be  taking 
her  acclaimed  play  Los  Big  Names  to 
the  off-Broadway  circuit.  Local  come¬ 
dian  Nick  Leonard  starts  off  the 
evening,  which  also  includes  a  fake 
midnight  countdown.  7 and  9 p.m., 
Victoria  Theatre,  2961  1 6th  St.,  SF.  $25. 
(415)  861-5079  or  www.therhino.org. 

For  the  sixth  year  in  a  row,  Les 
Claypool  and  his  “fancy  band”  host  ' 
the  Hatter’s  Ball  at  the  Fillmore.  In 
addition  to  a  Most  Original  Hat 
Contest,  the  evening  showcases  a  per¬ 
formance  by  bassist-songwriter 
Claypool.  The  Phenomenauts  open. 

9  p.m.,  the  Fillmore,  1805  Geary,  SF. 
$57.50.  (415)  346-6000,  www.thefill- 
more.com. 

And  lastly,  Live  105  and  popscene 
bring  out  the  party  animal  in  even 
the  most  jaded  hipster  at  Mezzanine’s 
Disco  2006.  The  Lovemakers,  Every 
Move  a  Picture,  and  She  Wants 
Revenge  perform,  and  10  DJs  spin  in 
three  different  rooms  and  an  outdoor 
lounge.  Arrive  before  1 1  p.m.  to  enjoy 
the  drink  specials  (and  who  doesn’t 
enjoy  a  drink  special?).  9  p.m.-4  a.m.. 
Mezzanine,  444  Jessie,  SF.  $20  in 
advance  (www.ticketweb.com).  (415) 

6 25-8880,  www.popscene-sf.com.  •> 


$20  OFF  ALL  COLOR  &  $1 0  OFF  ALL  CUTS  WITH  THIS  AD 

{gift  certificates  available} 


659  Haight  street  san  francisco  California  94117  415  552  8582 


Come  raise  your  glass  before  the  years  end!  New 
Years  Eve  is  our  last  big  bash!!  Then  you're  all 
86'd  'til  we  move  to  our  new  location! 


Annie’s  would  like  to  thank  you  all  for 
*  7  great  years!  * 


Sean,  Valerie  and  Annie  soon  will  be 
welcoming  you  to 
Annie's  Social  Club  917  Folsom  St 
Booking  info  anniesbooking@gmail.com 


IS  BOARDMAN  PLACE, SF 

WWW.ANNIESCOCKTAILS.COM 


*415.703.0865  * 
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2  rooms,  4  DJ’s  spinning: 
Mashup,  Hip  Hop,  R&B,  House 
Club  Hits,  70s,  80s,  Club 


Velvet  Lounge 

443  Broadway 

btw  Montgomery  &  Kearny,  SF 
Limited  VIP  booths  available 


pin  m  as  we  celebrate  the  end  of]  2005  m  a- rand  fashion 


James  Coulter,  Randy  Mauge,  Matt  Corvi  &  Steve  Sirianni 

CORDIALLY  INVITE  YOU  TO  AN  ALL  INCLUSIVE 


NEW  YEAR’S  EVE  2006 

ce  eoto  Ton 

AT  THE  VELVET  LOUNGE 


FEATURING: 

•  Open  Bar  All  Night 

•  Hors  d’Oeuvres 

•  Party  Favors 

and  Surprise  giveaways 

•  Champagne  toast  at  midnight 


9PM-2AM,  21  &  over 
subject  to  door  policy 

Tickets^n  saie  now.  $100  (all  inclusive) 
online:  www.thevelvetlounge.com 
www.jamesandrandy.com 
or  call  415.788.0228 


JAMES*  RANDY 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Vs'vV  W.  JAMES  ANDR  ANDY  COM 


Open  bar  includes  uo  to  ten  drinks  per  person 
As  per  velvet  lounge  policy  we  will  not  serve 
aicoboi  to  any  intoxicated  person. 


The  Cellar  |  685  Sutter  San  Francisco  I  www.cellarsf.cnm 


Li  l. 


-CITYSEARCH  05’ 


★  ★★★★■★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


4c  EST.  1988 


•  NFL/College  Football 

•  NBA/College  Hoops 
•NHL  Coverage 

•  Satellite  Sports  Coverage 

•  20  TV's/2  Big  Screens/HDTV 

•  Over  2000  Unique  Sports  Photos 

•  Happy  Hour  4-7pm  Specials  M-F 

•  SF  BAY  GUARDIAN  WINNER 

sanfrancisco.citysearch.com  ^ 
2239  Polk  (at  Green  St.)  M 
(415)775-4287  * 
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It’s  a  FunkyCozy  NYE  with 

Residents:  Sinukus,  Jon  Beech,  Tim  McCormack 
Guests:  Satva,  Forest  Green 
Complimentary  Midnite  Champagne  Toast 


Tix  &  Info:  Anu-Bar.com 

43  Sixth  St  @  Market  |  SF 


drinks 


Fentanyl® 
Suboxone® 
Methadone 
and  all 
opiates 


Waismann  method 

Advanced  Treatment  of  Opiate  Dependency 

Performed  by  Anesthesia  Assisted  Medical  Opiate  Detoxikateom,  Inc 

(310)  205-0808 
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Some  Bay  Area  watering  holes  offer  more 
than  just  a  hangover.  By  Forrest  Caskey 


Bar  hoppers,  beware!  Some  generous 
San  Francisco  bar  owners  are  consis¬ 
tently  slipping  something  mind-alter- 
ingly  good  into  your  alcohol:  altruism. 
After  a  year  full  of  tragedies  such  as 
the  tsunami,  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  south 
Asia  earthquake,  and  W’s  re-election,  chari¬ 
ties  have  been  relying  largely  on  grassroots 
organizing  from  local  communities  to  gener¬ 
ate  money  and  support.  In  many  parts  of  the 
country,  those  groups  organize  fundraisers 
through  churches,  telethons,  and  communi¬ 
ty-center  events. 

In  San  Francisco,  a  lot  of  nonprofits  hit 
the  .bars. 

Everywhere  you  turned  your  bar  stool  this 
year,  it  seemed  as  if  a  fundraiser  was  pop¬ 
ping  up  for  this  or  that  cause.  And  for  a  few 
establishments,  it  was  just  business  as  usual: 
A  handful  of  local  bars  have  been  hosting 
fundraisers  —  lots  and  lots  of  fundraisers  — 
for  years. 

Here  are  some  shining  examples  of  Bay 
Area  bar-stool  charity: 

With  80  or  90  different  fundraisers  a  year, 
the  Edge  (4149  18th  St.,  SF.  415-863-4027) 
has  become  a  center  for  alcohol-infused 
fundraising  in  San  Francisco.  During  a 
recent  five-hour  drag  show  and  auction,  fea¬ 
turing  some  of  the  queer  community’s  most 
venerable  charitable  contributors,  the  bar 
raised  nearly  $20,000  for  gay  and  lesbian  vic¬ 
tims  of  Hurricane  Katrina  whose  nontradi- 
tional  families  are  not  recognized  by  the  Red 
Cross.  That’s  an  impressive  take  when  you 
consider  that  the  total  human  capacity  of  the 
bar  is  a  mere  67  people. 

1  attended  this  event  in  early  September 
and  witnessed  hordes  of  people,  stuck  out¬ 
side  because  of  the  large  turnout,  crowding 
the  doorway  and  windows,  tossing  money 
and  checks  into  the  crowd  with  hopes  of 
finding  a  donation  box.  Local  businesses 
had  donated  hundreds  of  items  such  as 
wine,  plane  tickets,  vacation  packages, 
designer  luggage,  gift  baskets,  and  porn  to 
be  raffled  or  auctioned  off.  Most  donations 
were  purchased  at  more  than  three  times 
their  market  value. 

After  buying  my  fair  share  of  raffle  tickets, 
1  left  with  the  beginnings  for  a  new  collec¬ 
tion  of  1970s  porn  and  half  of  a  penis  pump, 
the  other  half  being  wrestled  out  of  my 
hands  by  a  bearded  guy  dressed  like  a  nun. 

“Some  guy  paid  $550  to  throw  a  pie  in  my 
face,”  says  local  charity  organizer  and  legend, 
the  Queen. 

The  Queen  has  been  the  backbone 
behind  the  Edge’s  monthly  Basket  Contest, 
which  started  more  than  12  years  ago.  A 
pageant  of  sorts  featuring  genetically  gifted 
men  in  their  underwear,  the  contest  has 
become  the  most  successful  and  longest- 


running  charity  event  the  bar  has  hosted, 
raising  more  than  $100,000  for  the  AIDS 
Emergency  Fund  (AEF). 

-  Other  notable  successful  events  thrown  by 
the  Edge  are  Deena  Dawn’s  monthly  Spurs- 
And-Fur  Party,  which  raises  thousands  of 
dollars  for  Under  One  Roof,  Krewe  de 
Kinque’s  Full  Moon  Contests,  and  Gary 
Virginia’s  benefits,  which  since  1996  have 
been  bringing  in  droves  of  money  for  the 
AEF,  the  Breast  Cancer  Emergency  Fund, 
Positive  Resource  Center,  Magnet,  Toys  for 
Tots,  and  Immigration  Equality. 

Besides  providing  the  space  for  these 
events,  the  Edge’s  owner,  Don  McMartin, 
donates  all  of  the  beer  consumed  during  the 
popular  $8  all-you-can-drink  beer  busts, 
supplies  the  DJ,  and  gives  away  Edge  apparel 
for  raffles  and  auctions. 

“When  Don  opened  the  bar  fourteen  years 
ago,  half  of  his  bartenders  died  of  AIDS.  1 
think  this  inspired  him  to  open  his  doors  to 
charity  and  help  others  out,”  Virginia  says. 

El  Rio  (3158  Mission,  SF.  415-282-3325), 
another  bar  whose  name  has  become  syn¬ 
onymous  with  charity,  has  helped  prove 
that  salsa  is  but  a  condiment  to  good  deeds. 
The  place  hosts  between  three  and  four 
charity  events  a  month.  Since  it’s  much 
larger  than  the  Edge,  these  fundraisers  nor¬ 
mally  attract  hundreds  of  people,  and  usu¬ 
ally  involve  a  line-up  of  DJs,  a  band,  catered 
and  donated  food,  raffles,  and  sometimes 
poetry  readings.  A  door  fee  of  anywhere 
from  $5-$15  goes  to  the  organization 
throwing  the  event.  With  a  capacity  well 
into  the  hundreds,  a  large  event  can  gener¬ 
ate  thousands  of  dollars. 

“It’s  a  perfect  place  to  hold  these  events. 
They  have  the  space,  the  stage,  and  the 
heart,”  said  Heidi  Kieskowski,  a  self- 
described  “charity  hopper”  who  was  at  a 
recent  El  Rio  event  benefiting  the  Hidaya 
Foundation,  a  nonprofit  group  providing 
relief  for  victims  of  the  southeast  Asian 
earthquake. 

El  Rio  is  also  a  popular  venue  for  local 
filmmakers  who  are  looking  to  generate 
some  funds  for  their  films,  as  well  as  political 
fundraisers,  and  most  recently  an  event  for 
the  Blue  Star  Builders,  a  gay  building  team 
headed  to  New  Orleans  to  help  build  homes. 

When  owner  Dawn  Huston  bought  the 
bar,  her  vision  was  to  make  El  Rio  not  only  a 
drinking  establishment  but  also  a  communi¬ 
ty  center.  “I  look  at  what  we  do  with  the  ben¬ 
efits  and  never  feel  that  it  is  enough,”  she 
says,  “and  yet  I  understand  that  even  a  little 
money  and  goodwill  spirals  outward.” 

Hosting  at  least  52  fundraisers  a  year. 
Jack’s  Elixir  (3200  16th  St.,  SF.  415-552- 
1633)  serves  up  an  unusual  approach  to  giv¬ 
ing  called  Charity  Guest  Bartending.  Every 
Wednesday  night,  a  different  group  of  aspir- 


3639Jafsval  at  47th  Ave. 

(one  block  from  Ocean  Beach) 

415-681-TIDE 

WWW.RIPTIDESF.COM 


RIPTIDE 

On  tfie  edae  of  the  Western  world 
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DJs 

Live  Music 
Raging  Fireplace 
Happy  Hour  Drink  Specials 


mim 
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In  our  physical  store  we  carry  a  large 
selection  of  men  s/women's  vintage 
clothing,  contemporary  hosiery,  lingerie 
and  handbags. 


■  - 

On  our  web  site  we  carry  a  large 
selection  of  gothic  alternative/fetish 
clothing,  shoes,  costumes,  hosiery, 
lingerie  and  accessories. 


Good  vibes 


Coot  people 
Sexy  times 
Hip-Fop 

Old  Skool 


iff  ,  .  ; 


1 402  Grant  Ave, 
{at  Green) 
415.271.5760 
om 


Become  One'tM;  city „ 
for  lucrative  fundraising  activity. 

Continued  on  page  31 


415-255-2102  •  www.oxvj0ewsf.com 


1619  Park  St.  Alameda.  CA 

{inside  Alameda  Antiques  &  Collectibles) 


1-510-521-4228  -  www.retrodiva  com 
saies@retrodiva.com 


Club  Heon  and  Fallout 

present' 
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ing  altruists  will  organize  an  event 
by  sending  out  Evites  to  their 
friends  to  come  and  buy  drinks 
from  them  while  they  put  in  a  guest 
bartending  stint  for  charity.  Since 
most  cameo  bartenders  are  novices 
at  the  trade,  an  Elixir  bartender  is 
on  staff  to  help  supply  mixology 
instructions.  A  small  portion  of  the 
tips  made  in  the  evening  go  to  the 
Elixir  bartender  while  the  rest  is 
pocketed  by  the  organization  cho¬ 
sen  for  the  evening. 

“On  a  good  night  with  a  lot  of 
turnout  an  event  can  top  $1000,” 
says  Jennifer  Skowlund,  an  Elixir 
manager. 

Recent  recipients  have  been 
Building  a  Cure,  College  Students  in 
Broadcasting,  FACES,  various 
Mission  community  centers,  and.  *** 

Qverwh,elpringly,*u " 
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Charity 

From  page  29 

Charities  that  hold  events  at  1 1 1 
Minna  get  more  than  the  door  prof¬ 
its.  Often  they  auction  off  artwork 
donated  though  1 1 1  Minna’s  large 
network  of  artists  and  local  philan¬ 
thropists.  Promoters  can  find  big- 
name  DJs  and  bands  to  draw  in 
large  crowds;  some  events  raise 
more  than  $10,000. 

Nina  Hagen  recently  brought  in 
big  bucks  by  donating  her  time  and 
voice  at  a  benefit  for  an  impover¬ 
ished  hospital  in  India. 

Big  name  organizations  such  as 
the  Craigslist  Foundation  and 
Creativity  Explored  consistently 
hold  events  at  the  space,  as  do 
smaller  groups  benefiting  artists 
and  filmmakers.  Eiming  actively 
pursues  benefit  promoters  to  hold 
events  at  his  club  because  “we  have 
the  space  here  to  do  it.  I  feel  fortu¬ 
nate  to  live  in  San  Francisco.  It’s 
easy  to  come  together  here  and  do 
something  positive  for  people.” 

With  basket  contests,  DJ  events, 
guest  bartenders,  and  art  auctions, 
what  other  options  are  there  for 
bringing  people  in  to  charity 
events?  Drag  queens,  of  course! 
Drag  shows  are  notorious  for  rais¬ 
ing  money  to  help  others  out,  and 
no  place  raises  money  quite  like 
Marlena’S  (488  Hayes,  SF.  415-864- 
6672). 

Marlena’s,  named  for  its  matri¬ 
arch  and  owner,  hosts  dozens  of 
events  each  year  that  are  sponsored 
by  the  San  Francisco  Imperial 
Council,  a  charitable  organization 
in  the  leather  community. 

Organizations  regularly  touched  by 
Marlena’s  open  hand  to  charity  are  the 
A£F,  Magnet,  and  Camp  Starburst  (a 
group  supporting  children  with 
AIDS).  Money  for  these  groups  is  gen¬ 
erated  through  auctions,  raffles  (which 
the  bar  donates  items  for),  and,  of 
course,  the  infamous  drag  shows. 

Local  drag  celebrities  such  as  Nikki 
Starr,  Gladys  Bumps,  and  Donna 
Sachet  often  perform  at  these  events, 
exciting  the  crowd  into  forking  over 
tips  —  which  always  go  into  the  chari¬ 
ty  basket. 

At  the  end  of  an  event,  Marlena 
goes  one  step  further:  When  all  the 
money  raised  is  counted  and  ready 
to  go  out  the  door,  Marlena  will  cap 
off  the  amount  from  her  own  pock¬ 
et.  If  the  amount  is  $525,  she’ll 
write  the  check  for  six  or  seven 
hundred  dollars. 

“I’ve  done  charity  my  whole  life,” 
says  Marlena.  “I  love  people,  always 
believed  in  helping  those  who  can’t 
help  themselves,  it  makes  me  feel  good.” 

Adds  longtime  Hayes  Valley  resi¬ 
dent  Brynn  Gelbard:  “Marlena’s  acts 
like  a  community  center. . . .  Any 
given  weekend  you  can  see  leather 
mamas,  daddies,  and  over-the-top 
drag  queens  spilling  out  into  the 
streets,  all  ready  to  lay  down  some 
cash  for  one  of  her  causes.”  •> 
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111  Minna  Street  Gallery.  December  31, 200? 8pm  -  2am 
lit  Minna  Street.  San  Francisco.  21+ 10  required  at  the  door 

Doors  open  at  8.  Only  $20  pre-sale  atTicketweb.com! 

iTtcKETfaB  tribe  ©  % M  H 

sf.ComqoOlsf  comqooIsf.comqoOlsf  comqoolsf  corrtqodlsf  comqoOlsf  comqoOlsf. 


Kiki  Smith: 

A  Gathering, 

1980-2005 

_ 

San  Francisco  Museum  of  Modem  Art 

November  19, 2005-January  29,  2006 


* 
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Ksto  Smith.  Out  Out  (ddifil).  iSDfe.  Private  coUecUort;  <5  Kib  Smith,  tfwto.  Ellen  Pax*  WvteWi 

K/Xi  Smith:  A  (ittiunng,  1980-2006  »  (vcariwd  ay  the  Waiter  An  CwMr.  Minneapolis  and  k  made  pmtiM*  try  generous  vuptwt  from 
ir*  Elizabeth  a  Sack ter  Museum  educational  Wust.  Additional  support  *  provided  by  Agnes  Cvn«5  sod  Darnel  Shapiro.  the  Barbara 
family  Foundation,  and  Iwny  Mill  Private  Wealth  Managefncnt 

Media  sponsor:  San  Frariciaoo  Buy  Gwwdtan 
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151  Third  Street.  San  Francisco  415  357  4000  www.sfmoma.org 
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Sure,  the  Internet’s  fun.  But  what  about  the  real  thing?  ByMarke  B. 


ccording  to  The  Oxford  English  Dictionary, 
the  word  cruise,  in  its  most  titillating 
sense,  means  “to  walk  or  drive  around 
looking  for  amusement,  a  sexual  partner, 
etc."  Pardon  me,  good  sirs  of  The  OED, 
but  1  thought  that  was  consciousness.  The  exam¬ 
ple  given  is  just  a  smidgen  less  stilted:  “The 
habit  of  cruising  —  picking  up  boys  for  casual 
sex.”  Bo-ring. 

Where  in  that  definition  —  and  it’s  impossi¬ 
ble  not  to  sound  like  a  queasy  ’60s  gay  pulp 
novel  here  —  is  the  anxious  bob  and  weave  of 
prolonged  flirtation,  the  blush  and  breath  that 
rises  when  you  catch  a  sexy  stranger’s  eye,  the 
feel  of  a  man’s  rock-hard  stare,  like  two  rough 
hands,  slowly  sliding  up  your  thigh?  Where  is 
that  thrilling  moment  when  sidelong  glances 
finally  lock  info  cocksure  place,  just  as  you  hear 
last  call?  With  due  respect  to  the  well-educated 
folks  of  the  big  dictionary  cited  above,  “picking 
up  boys  for  sex”  sounds  like  running  out  to  the 
gas  station  for  a  three-for-one  Kool  Milds  spe¬ 
cial  and  a  pint  of  purple  Gatorade.  (Not  that 
one  can’t  score  that  way.) 

Where,  in  fact,  is  good  old-fashioned  mano  a 
mano  cruising  these  days  —  with  all  the  delec¬ 
table  ’70s  gay  stereotypes  the  word  brings  to 
mind?  Less  and  less  in  bars,  it  seems.  This  year, 
three  more  of  San  Francisco’s  famously  cruisy 
gay  haunts  shut  down:  My  Place,  the  Loading 
Dock,  and  the  Detour.  Sources  close  to  the  man¬ 
agement  of  all  three  of  those  bars,  who  spoke  to 
me  anonymously  because  they  feared  “more  gay 
press  bashing”  or  “reopening  old  wounds,”  cited 
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Powerhouse  1347  Folsom,  SF.  (415) 
552-8689,  www.powerhouse-sf.com. 

Daddy's  440  Castro,  SF.  (41 5)  621  - 
8732,  www.daddysbar.com.  (Faggot 
is  first  Wednesdays,  9  p.m.-2  a.m.) 

The  Edge  4149  18th  St.,  SF.  (415) 
863-4027. 

Eagle  Tavern  398  12th  St.,  SF.  (415) 
626-0880,  www.sfeagle.com. 

Hole  in  the  Wall  Saloon  289  Eighth  St, 
SF.  (415)  431-4695. 

Tubesteak  Connection  Thursdays, 

■9  p.m.-2  a.m.,  Aunt  Charlie’s  Lounge, 
1 33  Turk,  SF.  (41 5)  441  -2922,  www 
.auntcharlieslounge.com. 

The  Rod  Second  Fridays,  10  p.m.- 
4  a.m.,  Deco,  510  Larkin,  SF.  (415) 
345-9832. 

Drunk  and  Homy  Every  other  Saturday, 
9  p.m.-2  a.m.,  Underground  SF,  424 
Haight,  SF.  (415)  864-7386,  www 
.drunkandhorny.net 

Industry  Occasional  Saturdays, 
Mezzanine,  444  Jessie,  SF.  (415) 
625-8880,  www.industrysf.com. 


a  combination  of  health  authority  crackdowns, 
the  disappearance  of  “classic  leather  culture,”  the 
effects  of  HIV,  rising  real  estate  prices,  and  a  rash 
of  “shiny  gay  lounge  openings.”  But  mostly  they 
blamed  the  Internet.  “People  just  stopped  com¬ 
ing.  They  were  all  sucked  up  online,”  one  said. 

The  few  sleazy  gay  bars  left  in  the  city  are 
feeling  the  pressure  too.  “People  all  went 
online,  and  that’s  been  a  struggle  for  us,”  said 
Scott  Peterson,  manager  of  notorious  cruiser 
hangout  the  Powerhouse.  “I  think  it’s  a  cycle, 
and  people  will  start  to  realize  what  they’re 
missing,  but  in  the  meantime  we’re  doing  all 
we  can  to  keep  ourselves  open.” 

In  order  to  stay  in  business,  well-established 
cruisy  bars  like  Daddy’s  and  the  Edge,  in  the 
Castro,  and  the  Powerhouse,  Hole  in  the  Wall 
Saloon,  and  the  Eagle  Tavern,  down  in  SoMa, 
have  proved  themselves  extremely  flexible  in 
welcoming  all  sorts  of  crowds  and  interests, 
actively  programming  nights  that  appeal  to 
varied  fetishes,  experimenting  with  different 
music  and  promoters,  and  even  welcoming 
mixed  crowds  on  occasion.  In  the  process, 
they’ve  kept  alive  the  possibility  of  a  good,  stiff 
drink  and  a  hot  and  dirty  pickup. 

As  with  any  new  technology,  the  Internet’s 
overwhelming,  hypnotic  attraction  may  be  slow¬ 
ly  wearing  off.  “Online  cruising  is  totally  differ¬ 
ent  from  real  cruising,”  said  veteran  cruiser  Josh, 
34.  (Many  of  the  people  I  spoke  with  asked  me 
not  to  use  their  real  names.)  “For  one,  there’s  too 
many  tweakers.  It’s  starting  to  feel  harder  to  meet 
new  people  I  want  to  actually  have  sex  with 
online.  I  mostly  go  on  sex  sites  now  to  see  if  my 
regular  hookups  are  available.  It’s  just  a  tool.” 

“In  bar  situations,  you  get  to  see  more  of 
what  a  person’s  like  —  how  they  act  and  talk. 
You  get  to  make  your  own  judgment,”  he 
added.  Another  veteran  cruiser,  Lars,  36, 
agreed.  “In  a  real-life  bar-cruising  situation, 
you  can  make  your  own  decision  about  some¬ 
one,”  he  said.  “Online,  you  have  to  do  it  based 
on- the  information  they  present  to  you.” 

And  then  there’s  the  resurgence  of  interest 
among  younger  gay  kids  in  old-school  cruising 
culture.  The  macho  underground  gay  aesthetic 

—  cruising,  leather,  denim,  pre-condom  porn 

—  is  rippling  back  into  gay  dub  fashion,  and  a 
new  generation  is  enthusiastically  adopting  the 
imagery,  if  not  exactly  the  lifestyle  maybe,  of  the 
’70s  cruise-queen  look  and  feel.  Recent  docu¬ 
mentaries  like  Gay  Sex  in  the  ’70s  (2005),  which 
takes  a  fond  look  back  at  New  York’s  cruisy  gay 
underground,  and  That  Man:  Peter  Berlin 
(2005),  which  celebrates  the  era  of  pre-condom 
porn  through  the  biography  of  one  of  that  era’s 
most  popular  stars,  have  piqued  the  curiosity  of 
many  junior  bargoers.  And  mainstream  bands 
like  the  Scissor  Sisters  cheerfully  revel  in  ’70s 
gay  fashions  and  a  sleazy  gay  underground  vibe, 
striking  a  chord  with  younger  gay  audiences. 

Interest  in  the  old  days  and  ways,  as  well  as 
Internet  fatigue  —  “Oh  god,  it’s  such  a 
timesink,”  is  how  one  25-year-old  put  it  —  is 
inspiring  a  current  wave  of  club  promoters  to 


harness  die  sleazy  shorthand  of  big  mustaches, 
supertight  short-shortS,  lube-stained  Wranglers, 
and  kinky  accoutrements  to  generate  buzz. 
Flyers  and  visuals  from  successful  recent  dubs 
like  Tubesteak  Connection  (at  Aunt  Charlie’s 
Lounge),  the  Rod  (Deco),  Faggot  (Daddy’s), 
now  on-hiatus  Macho,  and  several  other  parties 
push  to  the  fore  old-school  queer  imagery  and 
create  an  arousing  atmosphere  of  naughtiness. 
It’s  difficult  these  days  to  find  a  successful 
underground  queer  club  that  doesn’t  have  snip¬ 
pets  from  old  Colt  poms  playing  on  the  video 
screen.  And  more  mainstream  gay  nights  like 
Drunk  and  Horny,  at  Underground  SF,  and 
Industry,  at  Mezzanine,  also  seem  open  to 
reviving  a  ’70s  sexual  vibe. 


“Cruising  cuts  across  all  economic,  social, 
racial,  and  sexual  boundaries,”  said  DJ  Bus 
Station  John  (of  Tubesteak  and  the  Rod),  a 
leader  among  the  new  wave  of  promoters.  It’s 
important,  he  added,  to  maintain  actual,  phys¬ 
ical  bar  cruising  as  a  basis  of  cultural  congre¬ 
gation  and  an  important  introduction  of  the 
recently  come-out  to  the  history  of  the  gay 
community.  “It’s  the  most  vital  part  of  what 
brings  us  together  as  gay  men,”  he  said. 

Whether  or  not  the  heat  of  the  pre-AIDS 
bar-cruising  scene  will  be  revived  (or  rede¬ 
fined)  by  the  intentions  of  these  new  dub  pro¬ 
moters  seems  a  little  too  much  to  ask.  But  it’s 
awfully  nice  to  have  a  few  more  places  to  go  for 
old-school  sleazy  fun.  ❖ 


NOW  OPEN  FOR  DINNER  NIGHTLY 

Mon  -  Thurs  6pm-1 0:30pm 
Fri  &  Sat  6pm  -11pm 
Closed  on  Sunday 


•  Oysters 

•  Champagne 

•  Crudo 


603  BUSH  ST. 

@  Stockton 
415-956-0396 
(Parking  at 
Sutter/Stockton 
Garage) 


Join  us  for  New  Year's  and  your  holiday  parties 


WWW.BARCRUDO.COM 


Showstoppers:  Los  Slraltjackets,  Kaiser  George,  and  the  Pontani  Sisters  perform  at  Slim's  Thors/15. 


12  Galaxies  2565  Mission;  (415)  970-9777. 

26  Mix  3024  Mission;  (415)  826-7378. 

Ill  Minna  Gallery  111  Minna;  (415)  974- 
1719. 

330  Ritch  330  Ritch;  (415)  541-9574. 

1 01 5  Folsom  1 01 5  Folsom;  (41 5)  431-1200. 
1751  socialclub  1751  Fulton;  (415)  441-1751. 
Amnesia  853  Valencia;  (41 5)  970-001 2. 
Amoeba  Music  1855  Haight;  (415)  831-1200. 
L' Amour  dans  le  Four  1602  Lombard;  (415) 
775-2134. 

Annie’s  Cocktail  Lounge  1 5  Boardman  PI; 
(415)  703-0865. 

Argus  Lounge  3187  Mission;  (415)  824-1447. 
Arrow  10  Sixth  St;  (415)  255-7920. 

AsiaSF  201  Ninth  St;  (415)  255-2742. 

Atlas  Cate  3049  20th  St;  (415)  648-1047. 
Axum  East  1233  Polk;  (415)  474-7743. 

Bacar  448  Brannan;  (415)  904-4100. 

Balazo18  2183  Mission;  (415)  255-7227. 
Bambuddha  Lounge  601  Eddy;  (415)  885 
5088. 

Baobab  3388  19th  St;  (415)  643-3558. 

Bazaar  Cafe  5927  California;  (415)  831-5620. 
Beach  Chalet  1000  Great  Highway;  (415)  386- 
8439. 

Beauty  Bar  2299  Mission;  (415)  285-0323. 
Bimbo’s  365  Club  1 025  Columbus;  (41 5)  474- 
0365. 

Biscuits  and  Blues  401  Mason;  (415)  292- 
2583. 

Bohemia  Lounge  1624  California;  (415)  474- 
6968. 

Boom  Boom  Room  1601  Fillmore;  (415)  673- 
8000. 

Bottom  of  the  Hill  1 233  1 7th  St;  (41 5)  621  - 
4455. 

Brainwash  1122  Folsom;  (415)  255-4866. 
Broadway  Studios  435  Broadway;  (415)  291  - 
0333. 

Bruno's  2389  Mission;  (415)  648-7701 . 

Bubble  Lounge  714  Montgomery;  (415)  434- 
4204. 

Butter  354  1 1th  St;  (415)  863-5964. 

Buzz  9 139  Eighth  St;  (415)  255-8783. 

Cafe  Claude  7  Claude;  (41 5)  392-351 5. 

Cafe  Cocomo  650  Indiana;  (415)  824-6910. 
Cafe  du  Nord  21 70  Market;  (41 5)  861-5016. 
Canvas  Gallery  1200  Ninth  Ave;  (415)  504- 
0060. 

Casanova  Lounge  527  Valencia;  (41 5)  863- 
9328. 

Cat  Club  1 1 90  Folsom;  (41 5)  431  -3332. 
Catalyst  Cocktails  31 2  Harriet;  (41 5)  621  - 
1722. 

Cherry  Bar  and  Lounge  917  Folsom;  (415) 
974-1585. 

Cigar  Bar  and  Grill  850  Montgomery;  (415) 
398-0850. 

City  Nights  715  Harrison;  (415)  546-7938. 

Club  Caliente  298  1 1th  St;  (415)  255-2232. 
Club  Deluxe  1509  Haight;  (415)  552-6949. 

Club  NV  525  Howard;  (415)  339-8686. 

Club  Six  60  Sixth  St;  (415)  863-1221 . 


Connecticut  Yankee  100  Connecticut;  (415) 
552-4440. 

Dalva  3121  16th  St;  (415)  252-7740. 

Daddy’s  440  Castro;  (415)  621-8732. 

Delirium  3139 16th  St;  (415)  552-5525. 

DNA  Lounge  375 11th  St;  (415)  626-1409. 
Dolce  440  Broadway;  (415)  989-3434. 

Duplex  1 525  Mission;  (41 5)  355-1 525. 

Eagle  Tavern  398  12th  St;  (415)  626-0880. 
Edinburgh  Castle  Pub  950  Geary;  (415)  885- 
4074. 

Eight  1151  Folsom;  (415)  431-1151. 

Elbo  Room  647  Valencia;  (41 5)  552-7788. 
Element  Lounge  1028  Geary;  (415)  571-1362. 

Elixir  The  Neighborhood  Saloon  3200 16th 
St;  (415)  552-1633. 

El  Rincon  2700 16th  St;  (415)  437-9240. 

El  Rio  3158  Mission;  (415)  282-3325. 

Endup  401  Sixth  St;  (415)  357-0827. 

Enrico’s  504  Broadway;  (415)  982-6223. 
Fillmore  1805  Geary;  (415)  346-6000. 

Fluid  Ultra  Lounge  662  Mission;  (415)  615- 
6888. 

Fuse  493  Broadway;  (415)  788-2706. 

Glas  Kat  520  Fourth  St;  (415)  495-6626. 

Grand  1300  Van  Ness;  (415)  673-5716. 

Grant  and  Green  1371  Grant;  (415)  693-9565. 
Great  American  Music  Hall  859  O'Farrell; 
(415)  885-0750. 

Harry  Denton’s  Starlight  Room  Sir  Francis 
Drake  Hotel,  450  Powell;  (415)  395-8595. 
Hemlock  Tavern  1131  Polk;  (415)  923-0923. 
HiFi  2125  Lombard;  (415)  345-TONE. 

Hotel  Utah  Saloon  500  Fourth  St;  (41 5)  546- 
6300. 

House  of  Shields  39  New  Montgomery;  (41 5) 
495-5436. 

Hush  Hush  Lounge  496  14th  St;  (415)  241- 
9944. 

Independent  628  Divisadero;  (415)771-1421. 
Ireland's  32  3920  Geary;  (41 5)  386-61 73. 
Jack's  Club  2545  24th  St;  (41 5)  641  -5371 . 
Jazz  at  Pearl's  256  Columbus;  (41 5)  291  - 
8255. 

Jelly's  295  Terry  Francois;  (415)  495-3099. 
Johnny  Foley's  243  O’Farrell;  (415)  954-0777. 
Les  Joulins  Jazz  Bistro  44  Ellis;  (415)  397- 
4436. 

Kate  O’Briens  579  Howard;  (415)  882-7240. 
Kelly’s  Mission  Rock  81 7  Terry  Francois;  (41 5) 
626-5355. 

Kimo’s  1351  Polk;  (415)  885-4535. 

King  Street  Garage  174  King;  (415)  974-6020. 
Knockout  3223  Mission;  (415)  550-6994. 
Rockit  Room  406  Clement;  (415)  387-6343. 
Laszlo  2526  Mission;  (415)  401-0810. 

Levende  Lounge  1710  Mission;  (415)  864- 
5585. 

Lexington  Club  3464  19th  St;  (415)  863-2052. 
Lingba  Lounge  1469  18th  St;  (415)  355-0001. 
Li  Po  Lounge  916  Grant;  (415)  982-0072. 

Lit  101  Sixth  St;  (415)  278-0940. 

Loft  1 1  31 6  1 1  th  St;  (41 5)  701-8111. 

Lou’s  Pier  300  Jefferson;  (415)  771-5687. 


Luggage  Store  Gallery  1007  Market,  second 
fl;  (415)  255-5971. 

Mad  Dog  in  the  Fog  530  Haight;  (415)  626- 
7279. 

Madrone  Lounge  500  Divisadero;  (415)  241  - 
0202. 

Make-Out  Room  3225  22nd  St;  (415)  647- 
2888. 

Metronome  Dance  Center  1 830 1 7th  St;  (41 5) 

252-9000. 

Mezzanine  444  Jessie;  (415)  625-8880. 
Mighty  1 1 9  Utah;  (41 5)  626-7001 . 

Milk  1840  Haight;  (415)  387-6455. 

Monkey  club,  2730  21  st  St;  (41 5)  647-6546. 
Moose’s  1652  Stockton;  (415)  989-7800. 
Nickie’s  BBQ  460  Haight;  (41 5)  621  -6508. 

Noe  Valley  Ministry  1021  Sanchez;  (415)  454- 
5238. 

Old  First  Church  1751  Sacramento;  (415)  474- 
1608. 

One  Market  Restaurant  1  Market;  (41 5)  777- 
5577. 

Oxygen  Bar,  Sushi  and  Sake  Lounge  795  Va¬ 
lencia;  (415)  255-2102. 

Park  747  Third  St;  (415)  974-1925. 

Parkside  1600 17th  St;  (415)  503-0393. 

Pena  PachaMama  1630  Powell;  (415)  646- 
0018. 

Pier  23  Pier  23;  (41 5)  362-5125. 

Pink  2925  1 6th  St;  (41 5)  431  -8889. 

Plough  and  Stars  116  Clement;  (415)  751  - 
1122. 

Plush  Room  York  Hotel,  940  Sutter;  (415)  885- 
2800. 

Pound-SF  Pier  96, 100  Cargo;  (415)  826-5009. 
Public  1489  Folsom;  (415)  552-3065. 

Purple  Onion  140  Columbus;  (415)  217-8400. 
Ramp  855  China  Basin;  (415)  621-2378. 
Rasselas  Jazz  1534  Fillmore;  (415)  346-8696. 
Rawhide  280  Seventh  St;  (415)  621-1197. 

Red  Devil  Lounge  1695  Polk;  (415)  921-1695. 
Redwood  Room  Clift  Hotel,  495  Geary;  (415) 
775-4700. 

Rickshaw  Stop  1 55  Fell;  (41 5)  861  -2011. 
Riptide  Bar  3639Taraval;  (415)  240-8360. 

Rite  Spot  2099  Folsom;  (415)  552-6066. 
Roccapulco  Supper  Club  3140  Mission;  (415) 
648-6611. 

RoHan  Lounge  3809  Geary;  (415)  221  -5095. 
Royale  1326  Grant;  (415)  433-4247. 

Ruby  Skye  420  Mason;  (415)  693-0777. 

Saloon  1232  Grant;  (415)  989-7666. 

San  Francisco  Brewing  Company  1 55 
Columbus;  (415)  434-3344. 

Savanna  Jazz  2937  Mission;  (415)  285-3369. 
Shanghai  1930  133  Steuart;  (415)  896-5600. 
Simple  Pleasures  Cafe  3434  Balboa;  (415) 
387-4022. 

Skip’s  Tavern  453  Cortland;  (415)  282-3456. 
Skylark  3089  16th  St;  (415)  621  -9294. 

Slim's  333  1 1th  St;  (415)  255-0333. 

Soluna  Cafe  and  Lounge  272  McAllister;  (415) 
621-2200. 

Continued  on  page  34 
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BLUE  y  BEAR  *n>ere**°d? 

SCHOOL  OF  MUSIC 

(415)673-3600  www.bluebeariiiwsic.org 


Thai  Fusion  Restaurant 


of erotic-  > 

$12.95  four  prix  fixe  menu 
available  daily  5-7:30pm 

Varied  selection  of  Thai-French  fusion 
cuisine,  authentic  thai  dishes,  and 
vegan  friendly  specialties 

Relaxing  Lounge  Vibe 

Free  delivery  from  5-10pm  ($15  minimum) 
Catering  &  private  parties  available 


p/irmz/w 

www.bakudethai.com  •  400  Valencia  @  15th  San  Francisco  •  415-437-4788 
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World  Famous  Original  “Irish  Coffee” 


□  UR  READERS  ARE  TRULY  PASSIONATE  ABOUT 
THEIR  MUSIC,  BOTH  WITH  THEIR  FAMILIAR 
STANDBYS  AND  WITH  EXCITING  NEW  TALENT, 
HERE  ARE  THE  TOP  PICKS  FOR  THE  BAY  ' 

Area’s  best  purveyors  of  sound. ..as 

VOTED  BY  YOU! 


JAH  YZER 
Milk  Bar 


The 

Buera 

vista 

san  fkanasco 


A  San  Francisco 
holiday  tradition 


This  rasta  master  seems  to  play 

EVERYWHERE,  AMASSING  A  DEDICATED  AND 

EVER-GROWING  FOLLOWING  WITH  POPULAR  GIGS 

like  Tuesdays  at  Milk  Bar  in  the  Haight. 
The  Miami  transplant,  chief  member  gf 
jah  Warrior  Shelter  Hi-Fi,  is  a  true 

AFICIONADO  OF  ROOTS  REGGAE,  CLASSIC 

dancehall  and  even  breakbeats;  one 

VOTER  NOTED  THAT  HE  IS  "HANDS 
DOWN. ..THE  MOST  GIFTED  &  VERSATILE  OF 

ALL."  He's  won  several  awards,  and  maybe 

MORE  IMPORTANTLY,  THE  DEVOTION  OF  OUR 
CLUB-GOING  READERS. 


TED  LEI  BDWITZ 

BAGELRADIO.COM 

Savvy  indie-rock  fans  have  singled  out  SF- 
BASED  INTERNET  STATION  BAGEL  RADIO  AS 
THEIR  CHOICE  FOR  THE  BEST  NOISE  POP 
WITHOUT  THE  CRAP.  Friday's  HOST  (AND  SITE- 
LAUNCHER)  Ted  HAS  GARNERED  THE  MOST 
PASSIONATE  ACCOLADES;  ONE 
READER  MODESTLY  GUSHED  THAT  HE  IS  "THE 
BEST  DJ  IN  THE  ENTIRE  WORLD!!!!"  FOUR 
EXCLAMATION  POINTS  IS  HIGH  PRAISE  INDEED. 

Whether  on  his  webcasts, 

PODCASTS,  OR  THROUGH  THE  LIVE  SHOWS  HE 
BOOKS  THROUGHOUT  THE  BAY  AREA,  TED  HAS 
ATTRACTED  NATIONAL  AWARDS  AND  ATTENTION,  BUT  OUR  READERS 
CAN  RIGHTFULLY  CLAIM  THAT  THEY  FOUND  HIM  FIRST. 


ELISE  NDRDLING 

somafm.com 

Kylee  Swenson  of  Loquat  summed  it  all  up: 
"there  are  a  few  prerequisites  that  make 

FOR  A  GREAT  DJ:  GOOD  TASTE,  GOOD  TIM¬ 
ING  AND  THE  WILLINGNESS  TO  SEEK  OUT 
AND  INVESTIGATE  NEW  MUSIC.  ELISE  HAS 
ALL  OF  THAT  COMPLETELY  LOCKED  DOWN. 
Even  though  i  pretty  much  live  and 
BREATHE  MUSIC,  ELISE  IS  ALWAYS  TURNING 
ME  ON  TO  SOME  REALLY  COOL  BAND  I 
PROBABLY  WOULDN’T  HAVE  OTHERWISE 
DISCOVERED  ON  MY  OWN."  DUR  READERS 

couldn't  AGREE  MORE! 


Thanks  td  all  df  the  djs  who  keep  the  Bay  Area  tuned  in 

AND  ROCKED  OUT  EVERY  DAY  AND  NIGHT!  AND  VERY  SPECIAL 
THANKS  TO  OUR  READERS  WHO  SENT  IN  BALLOTS  OR  VOTED 
ONLINE -  -TO  SHOW  HOW  MUCH  WE  APPRECIATE  YOUR  SUPPORT, 
we're  GOING  TO  PICK  A  LUCKY  FEW  AND  SEND  YOU  SOME. 
FABULOUS  PRIZES  COURTESY  OF  OUR  SPONSORS. 


2765  Hyde  Street  415.474.5044  sfbuenavista@aol.com 

-www.thebuenavista.com 


IK  SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY 


GUARDIAN 


S  F  B  G 


COM 


have  a  pint 
tell  a  story 
share  a  laugh 
make  a  friend 


The  Irish 

BANK 

bar  &  restaurant 


10  Mark  Lane,  San  Francisco 
(off  Bush  between  Grant  &  Kearny) 

LARGE  PATIO  AVAILABLE  FOR 
OUTSIDE  DRINKING  &  DINING 

OPEN  7  DAYS 
11 :30AM-2AM  BAR 
11 :30AM-10PM  FOOD 

415.788.7152 


Club  Guide 

From  page  33 

Space  550  550  Barneveld;  (41 5)  550-8286. 
Stud  399  Ninth  St;  (415)  252-7883. 

StudioZ  31 4 1 1  th  St;  (41 5)  252-71 00. 
Sublounge  628  20th  St;  (415)  552-3603. 
Suede  383  Bay;  (415)  399-9555. 

Suite  0ne80ne  181  Eddy;  (415)  345-9900. 
Tongue  and  Groove  251 3  Van  Ness;  (415) 
928-0404. 

Top  of  the  Mark  Mark  Hopkins  Intercontinental 
Hotel,  1  Nob  Hill;  (415)  616-6916. 

Tunnel  Top  601  Bush;  (41 5)  986-8900. 
Underground  S.F.  424  Haight;  (41 5)  864-7386. 
Velvet  Lounge  443  Broadway;  (41 5)  788-0228. 
Venue  9  252  Ninth  St;  (41 5)  626-21 69. 

Voda  56  Beldon;  (415)  677-9242 
Warfield  982  Market;  (415)  775-7722. 
Washington  Square  Bar  and  Grill  1707  Pow¬ 
ell;  (415)  982-8123. 

Bay  Area 

1 9  Broadway  1 9  Broadway,  Fairfax;  (41 5) 
459-1091. 

21  Grand  416  25th  St,  Oakl;  (510)  444-7263. 
924  Gilman  924  Gilman,  Berk;  (510)  525- 
9926. 

Albatross  Pub  1822  San  Pablo,  Berk;  (510) 
843-2473. 

Ashkenaz  1317  San  Pablo,  Berk;  (510)  525- 
5054. 

Beckett’s  2271  Shattuck,  Berk;  (510)  647- 
1790. 

Blakes  2367  Telegraph,  Berk;  (51 0)  848- 
0886. 

Bourbon  Street  2765  Clayton,  Concord;  (925) 
676-7272. 

Cafe  Van  Kleef  1621  Telegraph,  Oakl;  (510) 
763-7711. 

Downtown  2102  Shattuck,  Berk;  (510)  649- 
3810. 

Fourth  Street  Tavern  711  Fourth  St,  San 
Rafael;  (415)  454-4044. 

Freight  and  Salvage  Coffee  House  1 1 1 1  Ad¬ 
dison,  Berk;  (51 0)  548-1 761 . 

Golden  Bull  412  14th  St,  Oakl;  (510)  893- 
0803. 

Imusicast  5429  Telegraph,  Oakl;  (51 0)  601  - 
1024. 

Island  Paradise  Club  1436  Webster,  Alame¬ 
da;  (510)  865-3225. 

Ivy  Room  858  San  Pablo,  Albany;  (510)  524- 
9220. 

Jazzschool  2087  Addison,  Berk;  (510)  845- 
5373. 

Jupiter  21 81  Shattuck,  Berk;  (510)  THE- 
R0CK. 

Kimball’s  East  5800  Shellmound,  Emeryville; 
(510)658-2555. 

Kingman’s  Lucky  Lounge  3332  Grand,  Oakl; 
(510)  465-KING. 

Mama  Buzz  Cate  231 8  Telegraph,  Oakl;  (510) 
465-4073. 

Oakland  Metro  201  Broadway,  Oakl;  (510) 
763-1146. 

Octopus  Lounge  1 80  Eureka  Square,  Pacifica; 
(650)  355-9400. 

Paragon  Bar  and  Grill  Claremont  Hotel,  41 
Tunnel,  Berk;  (510)549-8585. 

Paramount  Theatre  2025  Broadway,  Oakl; 
(510)  465-6400. 

La  Pena  Cultural  Center  3105  Shattuck, 

Berk;  (510)  849-2568. 

Peri’s  29  Broadway,  Fairfax;  (415)  459-9910. 
Roosters  Roadhouse  1700  Clement,  Alame¬ 
da;  (510)  337-9190. 

Ruby  Room  132  14th  St,  Oakl;  (510)  444- 
7224. 

Sanchez  Concert  Hall  1220  Linda  Mar,  Paci¬ 
fica;  (650)  355-1882. 

Shattuck  Downlow  2284  Shattuck,  Berk; 
(510)  548-1159. 

Starry  Plough  3101  Shattuck,  Berk;  (510) 
841-2082. 

Stork  Club  2330  Telegraph,  Oakl;  (510)  444- 
SI  74. 

Sweetwater  1 53  Throckmorton.  Mill  Valley; 
(415)  388-2820. 

Time  Out  Bar  and  Patio  1822  Grant,  Con¬ 
cord;  (925)  798-1811. 

Uptown  1928  Telegraph,  Oakl;  (510)  451  - 
8100. 

White  Horse  6551  Telegraph,  Oakl;  (510) 
652-3820. 

Yoshi’s  51 0  Embarcadero  West,  Jack  London 
Square,  Oakl;  (510)  238-9200.  ❖ 
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48  KICK  ASS  BEERS  ON  DRAUQHT 


Sundays  11:00am  -  7:00pm 


Largest  Bay  Area  Dealer  of: 

Lip  Service,  Catherine  Coatney  & 
m  Puimond  Corsets 

Men's  &  Women's  Exquisite  Leather 
1  Lush  Latex 

[L  High  Heels  &  Boots 

Dn  Lingerie 

m  DVD's,  Books  &  Magazines 

^  Bondage  Gear 

\  Sex  Toys 

Novelties 

385  8t(;  Streep  Sam  YrammOj  CA  94103 
415-863-7764  -  nrww.ma5ame-s.coMi 


HOLIDAY  HOURS  DEC..  12th  -  21st 

Open  Monday  through  Saturday  ll:00am-9:00pm 


A  Beer  Drinker's 
Paradise! 


Hours:  Daily  11:30  am  to  2:00  am 
HAPPY  HOUR  UNTIL  6:00  pm 

547  HAIGHT  STREET  (NEAR  FILLMORE)  415-863-2276 


www.toronado.com 


WINTER  2005  ))BARS  AND  CLOBS((  35 


Thought  Stella  Artois  took  a  while  to  brew?  You  should  see  the  time  it  takes  to  pour.  When  you  brew  a  beer  as  perfect  as  Stella  Artois, 
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Always  enjoy  responsibly. 

C  2005  Imported  by  InBev  USA,  Norwalk,  CT. 


grooves 


NMS 

Imperial  Letters  of  Protection  (Big  Dada) 
The  latest  release  from  the  excellent  label  Big 
Dada  is  NMS’s  Imperial  Letters  of  Protection,  a 
collection  of  majorly  political  songs  recorded  in 
a  Georgia  cotton  mill.  Officially,  the  genre  is 
avant-rap,  but  let’s  be  honest:  It's  weirdo  rap. 
The  beats  are  hard  to  listen  to,  and  a  majority 
of  the  rhymes  are  delivered  off-beat  or  in  an 
unintelligible  manner,  and  those  are  the  quali¬ 
ties  that  make  some  backpackers  salivate. 

NMS  includes  former  Company  Flow  mem¬ 
ber  Bigg  Jus  and  Orko  Eloheim.The  press  re¬ 
lease  labels  Eloheim  as  a  “Californian  avant-rap 
legend,”  which  begs  the  question,  what  makes 
a  legend?  Time  in  the  game,  an  impeccable 
body  of  work,  and  recognition  from  peers?  All  I 
know  is  I’ve  never  heard  of  him  and  neither  has 
the  Internet,  because  I  tried  to  look  him  up. 

The  mislabeling  doesn’t  mean  the  guys  don’t 
know  how  to  rip  a  mic,  though.  “Evacuate  the 
White  House”  starts  off  with  kids  reciting  the 
Pledge  of  Allegiance  and  goes  into  a  superhero- 
type  violin  sample  worthy  of  a  Kool  G  Rap  rant. 
NMS  lays  down  back-to-back  samples  taken 
from  news  bites  of  Bush  saying  we  shouldn’t 
entertain  conspiracy  theories.  “Strike  Back"  is  a 
call  to  arms  asking  listeners  to  get  active,  and  it 
features  a  Malcolm  X  sample  I  haven't  heard 
before,  and  that’s  great.  But  the  highlight  of  the 
song  is  when  Eloheim  says,  “Word  up!"  just  like 
Suave  from  Onyx  does  on  “Throw  Ya  Gunz" 
when  he  says,  “Word  up!  Raise  ’em  up,  We  do  it 
with  the  crew  that  don’t  give  a  fuck.”  It’s  a  nice 
contrast  to  reference  such  an  apathetic  line  and 
song  on  a  track  advocating  political  participa¬ 
tion.  “Get  Him  Signed”  highlights  a  Jeff 
Goldblum  sample,  which  is  pretty  damn 
gangster.  The  loop  on  “Beast  Vision”  sounds 
similar  to  a  drill.  This  is  the  stuff  that  makes  me 
like  weirdo  rap,  creative  uses  of  ugly  sounds. 
The  album  is  timely:  NMS  mentions  Saddam, 
Osama,  and  Bush  repeatedly,  and  why  not?  No 
one  else  in  hip-hop  —  or  rock,  for  that  matter 
—  is  really  making  protest  songs.  Oh  wait,  Dave 
Dondero  does  —  recognize! 


If  you  like  Top  40  rap,  this  record  is  for  you 
—  it  will  melt  your  brain  and  open  your  eyes  to 
the  other  side  of  the  hip-hop  fence.  If  you  ever 
liked  Divine  Styler,  then  this  record  is  really  for 
you;  you  will  love  it  so  much  your  heart  will 
attack  you,  but  hopefully  not  in  the  way  that 
Bigg  Jus’s  heart  attacked  him  when  he  was  a 
teenager.  Poor  guy.  (Nate  Denver) 

Gang  of  Four 

Return  the  Gift  (V2) 

Here's  the  short  version:  In  the  late  70s  and 
early  '80s,  Gang  of  Four  released  a  string  of 
three  incredibly  vibrant,  jagged,  classic  post¬ 
punk  albums:  Entertainment!,  Solid  Gold,  and 
Songs  of  the  Free.  Like  everyone  else  at  the 
time,  their  major-label  deal  (with  EMI)  screwed 
them  out  of  all  sorts  of  money  and  copyrights, 
and  they  wallowed  in  relative  obscurity  until 
20-odd  years  later,  when  bands  like  the  Rapture 
and  Moving  Units  brought  Go4’s  art-punk-funk 
style  back  into  vogue.  Now  the  band’s  original 
lineup,  ready  to  finally  capitalize  on  their  rich 
legacy,  is  back  touring  extensively,  to  the  de¬ 
light  of  fans  and  critics.  Time  for  a  new  record, 
right?  Well,  kinda.  Return  the  Gift  (originally  titled 
Whitey’s  Gifti  is  a  sort  of  self-honoring  tribute 
album,  with  the  Gang  covering  songs  off  their 
first  three  discs.  They  know  they’ve  still  got  the 
chops.  They  know  we  like  the  songs.  They  fi¬ 
nally  stand  to  gain  a  little  cash  frorn  the  new 
recordings  (the  old  versions  are  the’property  of 
EMI).  And  their  popularity  is  probably  at  its 
highest  point  ever,  simply 
because  history  —  especially  in  music  and 
fashion  —  has  a  tendency  to  repeat  itself 
every  so  often.  So  why  bore  fans  who  just 
crave  the  old  Gang  with  an  album  of  potentially 
unimportant  —  and  often  dreaded  —  “new 
material”?  Back  in  the  day,  their  records  had  to 
best  those  by  the  Fall,  Public  Image  Limited, 
and  the  Au  Pairs.  Today  the  only  thing  they're 
up  against  is  Franz  Ferdinand's  You  Could  Have 
It  So  Much  Better  (Sony).  Indeed  you  could. 

That  said,  the  new  versions  —  cleaned  up, 
beefed  up,  and  packaged  with  a  pretty  inessen¬ 
tial  remix  disc  —  don't  quite  have  the  old- 
school  oomph  the  originals  do,  but  if  you  just 
want  to  support  the  cause,  pick  this  album  up 
and  (as  one  of  my  colleagues  suggests)  hand  it 
to  a  broke  high-schooler  who  could  use  a  quick 
lesson  in  rock’s  secret  history.  (Ken  Taylor) 

Breakestra 

Hit  the  Floor  (Ubiquity) 

There’s  something  about  Breakestra  that  takes 
me  back  to  my  childhood  —  they're  whimsical, 
fun,  and  just  a  little  groovy.  It's  like  listening  to 
the  background  music  during  the  chase  scenes 
on  Scooby-Doo,  but  with  much  better  musi¬ 
cianship  and  bass  lines  that  cause  a  carefree 
smile  to  spread  across  your  face.  But  that’s  not 


the  entire  story:  When  the  beats  of  the  title 
track  off  their  new  album,  Hit  the  Floor,  begin  to 
pump  through  your  headphones  and  Mixmaster 
Wolf's  grainy  vocals  kick  in,  along  with  the 
breaks,  you’re  somewhere  else  altogether; deep 
in  the  funkified  sound  of  “Akestra.” 

Working  in  the  hip-hop  tradition,  they’ve 
managed  to  revive  70s  funk  and  soul,  giving 
those  genres  new  energy.  “Family  Rap”  is  filled 
wjth  old-school  rhyming  styles  and  new-school 
guest  artists  like  Chali2na  and  Soup,  from  J5, 
and  Double  K,  from  People  under  the  Stairs, 
along  with  percussionist  Mungungyo  Jackson. 
Producer  and  multifaceted  musician  Miles  Tack¬ 
ett  has  brought  together  Josh  “Wallet"  Cohen  on 
drums,  Geoff  "Double  G”  Gallegos  on  sax  and 
flute,  Todd  Simon  and  Paul  Vargas  on  trumpet, 
Dan  Osterman  on  trombone,  Carlos  Guaico  on 
keys,  Davy  Chegwidden  on  percussion,  Dan 
Ubick  on  guitar,  and  soul  sister  Demya  for  a 
release  that  makes  you  feel  so  good  you’ll  want 
to  crank  it  up  inside  your  ride  with  your  win¬ 
dows  rolled  down  and  your  hair  blowing  in  the 
wind.  Breakestra  play  a  CD-release  party  Fri/16, 
DNA  Lounge,  SF.  (415)  626-1409.  (Jana  Rogers) 

Spoils  of  War 

II  (Shadoks  Music/Normal) 

Some  reissues  are  more  interesting  in  theory 
than  in  reality.  Maybe  “on  paper”  it  sounded 
unique,  but  the  full  execution  never  came 
together,  and  the  obscurity  that  followed  was 
unfair  but  not  a  travesty.  Then  there  are  those 
times  when  you  listen  to  something  that  came 
out  decades  ago  and  you  can’t  believe  you 
never  got  to  hear  those  sounds  until  now.  The 
latter  is  the  case  with  the  Spoils  of  War. 

Deep  in  their  own  little  world  in  Urbana, 

III.,  from  1 967  to  1 970,  the  Spoils  of  War 
started  making  pop  songs  layered  with  exotic 
instruments  and  experimental  electronics,  all 
performed  with  infectious  warmth.  At  one 
moment,  the  group  created  music  that 
sounds  like  a  jingle  you  want  stuck  in  your 
head,  while  the  next  moment,  they  allowed  a 
folky  sense  of  emotion  and  levity  to  rise 
above  all  else. 

You  know  something  pretty  great  is  going  on 
when  you  hear  instruments  more  common  in 
Afghanistan  and  Russia  —  such  as  the  domra 
and  rubab  —  on  a  record  that  also  encompass¬ 
es  lots  of  heavy  organ,  male  and  female  vocals, 
and  a  '60s  fuzzy  rock  guitar  sound,  and  you 
never  once  question  it  or  cringe.  The  Spoils  of 
War  had  an  ability  to  be  both  smart  and  catchy, 
sultry  and  playful,  haunting  and  wholesome. 
They  were  the  even-more-obscure  kin  to  the 
United  States  of  America.  The  spike  in  the  drink 
of  the  Free  Design.  The  fun  daydream  of  Van 
Dyke  Parks  hanging  out  with  the  Monkees.  Acid 
rock  with  a  skip  tq  its  feet  —  and  a  whistle  in 
its  pocket.  (Irwin  Swirnoff) 


Run-D.M.C. 

Run-D.M.C.  (Arista) 

As  a  die-hard  Kurtis  Blow  and  Melle  Mel  fan,  I  confess  that  the  first 
time  I  heard  Run-D.M.C.’s  1 983  single  “It's  Like  That,”  I  felt  that  if 
that’s  the  way  it  is,  the  new  status  quo  was  going  to  leave  me  on  the 
outside,  looking  in. 

On  the  other  hand,  consider  the  reaction  of  few  gazillion  b-boys. 
who  snatched  up  the  single  like  there  was  no  tomorrow. 

“It's  Like  That”  did  nothing  less  that  usher  in  modem  hip-hop  with 
its  stark,  point-blank  beats  and  simple,  politically  charged  lyrics.  Run 
and  D.M.C.  were  entertaining,  but  they  didn’t  feet  so  much  like  enter¬ 
tainers  as  they  did  a  pair  of  tough,  clear-thinking,  pioneering  activists. 
They  were  in  it  together — they  finished  each  other's  lines,  for  in¬ 
stance  ("Hard  times  are  spreading  just  like  the  flu  /  Look  out  home- 
boy,  don’t  let  them  get  you,”  from  the  second  single,  “Hard  Times”), 
implicitly  demanding  their  audience  lock  arms  and  throw  in  with  them 
too.  Run  (Joseph  Simmons,  brother  Def  Jam  cofounder  Russell  Sim¬ 
mons)  and  D.M.C.  (Darryl  McDaniels)  —  neither  of  them  20  years  old 
—  clocked  four  hit  singles  before  releasing  the  album,  in  early  1 984. 
By  then  they  were  in  a  class  by  themselves  and  ready  to  open  the 


doors  with  their  second  album,  The  King  Of  Rock  (Arista). 

Arista  has  reissued  the  first  four  Run-D.M.C.  albums  (this 
one  has  four  bonus  tracks  and  notes  by  the  group’s  biographer, 
Bill  Adler).  The  package  is  fine:  This  is  one  reissue  project  that 
doesn't  smack  of  the  hard  times  that  have  hit  the  music  busi¬ 
ness.  What's  most  interesting  is  how  rap’s  multiracial,  multieth¬ 
nic  future  is  in  every  beat,  every  power  chord  of  every  track. 
The  group’s  debut  sounds  much  like  a  fledgling  metal  band, 
keeping  things  simple  but  fully  aware  of  its  powerful  essence. 
Call  it  a  seamless  crossover  or  call  it  a  declaration  of  independ¬ 
ence  from  the  racially  segregated  playlists  and  perspectives 
that  had  been  imposed  on  music  in  the  past. 

Run-D.M.C.’s  shelf  life  was  brief.  There's  a  lot  of  distance 

—  sonically,  socially,  and  politically  —  between  anything 
the  group  created  and,  for  instance,  Public  Enemy’s  epic 
1988  It  Takes  a  Nation  of  Millions  to  Hold  Us  Back  (Def  Jam). 
Still,  this  is  where  it  started,  and  what  can  you  say  but  “Holy 
shit,”  and  “Look  how  far  and  how  fast  the  music  has 
evolved.”  Give  this  one  a  listen,  and  you  can  find  the  future 

—  the  vast,  international  hip-hop  nation  —  lurking  in  the 
grooves.  (J.H.  Tompkins) 
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SOMA 

CITY  ENTERTAINMENT  960  Folsom  btl  5th  S  6th  S4J-2 124  Open  a-3*m  IFrtJUt  Open  «4hr 
GOLDEN  GATE  VIDEO  99  6th  St  ®  Mission  495-5573  Open  9:30a-ll  :30p 

TENDERLOIN 

SECRETS  1032  Market  bet.  6th  &  7th  863-71  IS  Open  24tire 
ART  THEATRE  55  Taylor  @  Turk  775-4544  Open  9  -  learn 
WILD  J'S  90  Turk  @  Taylor  567-9191  Open  9am-n  :30pm 
MISSION  NEWS  2086  Mission  St.  626-0309  Open  04hr» 

adultmegastores.  com 


NORTH  BEACH 

ADULT  MEDIA  700 Kearny  &  Clay  391-5163  Open  io- 8m 
BIG  AL'S  556  Broadway  Columbus  397-8S700pen  id- izj  M.s»t  it -3a 
HOUSE  OF  ECSTASY  1043  Ktomyk  Broadway  362-5405  Open  io  ea 
KEARNY  VIDEO  7030 Kearny  •  Broadway  391-9246  0pen24hr» 
VIDEO  SECRETS  389  Bay  &  Mason  391-9349  Open  9 -leant 

POLK 

FRENCHY'S  1020  Geary  <S>  Polk  776-5940  Opene47tr* 
LOCKER  ROOM  1038 Polk®  Geary  775-9076  OpenlO-eatFittunMIn 

NOW  HIRING!  468-5600  ext.  157 
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A  Christmas  carol:  Composer  Phil  Kline  and  his  boom  box  make  some  unholy  noise 
at  Unsiient  Night.  See  Wed/21 . 


Dec.  14-21,  2005 


Dec.  14 

Wednesday 

Short  and  sweet  I  really 
like  a  good  short  story:  It’s  concise, 
pulls  no  punches,  and  is  highly 
Muni-friendly.  But  what  qualifies  a 
short  story  as  one  of  the  best?  Bay 
Area  resident  and  Pulitzer  Prize-win¬ 
ner  Michael  Chabon  has  had  to  take  a 
good,  hard  look  at  this  topic.  Chabon 
—  who  wrote  The  Amazing  Adven¬ 
tures  of  Cavalier  and  Clay  and  Wonder 
Boys  —  guest  edited  the  2005  edition 
of  the  long-running  series  Best  Amer¬ 
ican  Short  Stories  (past  editors  have 
included  Joyce  Carol  Oates,  Garrison 
Keillor,  and  Anty  Tan).  Tonight  he 
speaks  about  the  process  he  used  to 
select  the  creme  de  la  crime  of  short 
fiction.  National  Endowment  for  the 
Arts  director  of  literature  David  Kip- 
pen  and  local  Best  American  Short 
Stories  2005  contributor  Tim  Pratt 
also  appear.  7  p.m.,  A  Clean  Well- 
Lighted  Place  for  Books,  601  Van 
Ness,  SF.  Free.  (415)  441-6670,  www 
.bookstore.com.  (Lydia  Brawner) 
Jyrky  Boys  Freshly  back  from  a 
tour  of  Australia  and  New  Zealand, 

Bay  Area  noise  boys  Yellow  Swans  have 
barely  rested  their  feet,  but  they’re  al¬ 
ready  off  and  running  for  the  Jyrk 
Jamboree,  a  West  Coast  tour  of 
“modern  noise,  improv,  and  psyche¬ 
delia,”  curated  by  Collective  Jyrk,  a 
music  and  art  cooperative  founded  by 


Yellow  Swans  members  Pete  Swanson 
and  Gabriel  Mindel  Saloman,  as  well 
as  by  artist  and  musician  E*Rock.  Fel¬ 
low  Jyrk  Members  and  contributors 
(all  from  the  Bay  Area  or  Portland, 
Ore.)  Axlotl  playing  with  Inca  Ore, 
God,  and  World  also  perform  their  in¬ 
terpretations  of  freaked-out,  impro¬ 
vised  noise  and  free-form  psych. 

9:30 p.m..  Hemlock  Tavern,  1131  Polk, 
SF.  $6.  (415)  923-0923.  (Sarah  Han) 

Dec.  15 

Thursday 

Change  is  good  it  all  began 
with  a  not-so-friendly  feud:  That’s 
how  ex-Junior  Panthers  drummer, 
event  organizer,  DJ,  Bay  Guardian 
staffer,  and  all-around  good-time  guy 
Raul  Sanchez  described  the  origin  of 
his  “dirty  lickin’  ”  band.  Sanchez  says 
the  JPs  grew  out  of  a  gripe  he  once  had 
with  bandmate  Edwin  Gomez  while 
the  two  were  still  in  high  school.  They 
were  in  rival  bands:  Sanchez’s  Valeria 
espoused  Stone  Roses-inspired  pop, 
whereas  Gomez’s  Wet  Damsels 
glommed  on  to  the  Jesus  and  Mary 
Chain.  Anglopop  beef  —  sounds  like 
the  worst  beef  of  all.  Now  that  the  rage 
has  died,  Sanchez  has  taken  the  initia¬ 
tive  and  brought  together  a  slew  of  • 
local  performers  “in  the  name  of  good 
tunes  and  good  times”  for  Penny  Ar¬ 
cade,  a  semiacoustic  showcase  of  Bay 
Area  talents.  Pat  Johnson  and  the  New 


Sheiks  work  that  Southern  rock/soul 
chic  —  joined  by  ex- Avenger  Penelope 
Houston.  Also  on  the  sweet-and-low 
tip  are  Dave  Gleason’s  Wasted  Days, 
Dusty  DiMercurio,  Elliot  Winard,  and 
yep,  those  Junior  Panthers,  along  with 
Nathan  Moomaw  and  Sanchez  him¬ 
self.  8:30  p.m.,  Bottom  of  the  Hill,  1233 
17th  St.,  SF.  $10.  (415)  474-0365. 
(Kimberly  Chun) 

Free  mustache  rides 

The  world  is  divided  between  two 
camps:  mustache  haters  and  mustache 
appreciators.  For  those  who  fit  in  the 
latter  category  (like  me),  Mustaches 
for  Kids’  annual  Sweet  'Stache  Show¬ 
down  is  a  must-see  event.  Formerly 
clean-shaven  contestants  have  been 
growing  their  upper-lip  hairs  for  the 
past  four  weeks  for  this  final  unveiling 
competition.  Participants  will  not  only 
be  judged  on  growth  ability,  but  on 
the  character  that  has  undoubtedly 
grown  along  with  the  ’stache  (whether 
consciously  or  unconsciously,  there’s 
no  denying  you  become  a  different 
person  with  a  mustache).  Proceeds 
from  this  event  benefit  San  Francisco’s 
Legal  Services  for  Children.  6:30- 
9:30 p.m.,  Rickshaw  Stop,  155  Fell,  SF. 
$10  sliding  scale.  (415)  861-2011,  www 
.m4ksf.org.  (Han) 

Dec.  16 

Friday 

Big  hair  and  Jesus  Ac¬ 
cording  to  their  artists’  profiles,  the 
Kinsey  Sicks  promise  to  “turn  their  tal¬ 
ents  to  the  global  effort  to  stamp  out 


holiday  cheer"  when  they  return  this 
holiday  season  for  a  one-night-only 
performance  of  their  award-winning 
hit,  ‘Oy  Vey  in  a  Manger.'  Judging  from 
the  tears  shed  at  last  year’s  sold-out 
shows,  it  appeared  the  dragapella 
beauty-shop  quartet  succeeded  in  their 
efforts.  But  dig  a  little  deeper  by 
attending  one  of  their  shows  and  you 
too  will  be  crying  from  hours  of 
painful  laughter.  Drag  performers  with 
angelic  voices,  acid  tongues,  and  a  fiery 
wit  that  bounces  around  the  stage  like 
a  dodgeball,  the  Kinsey  Sicks  are 
quickly  making  their  annual  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  holidays  a  must-see  tradi¬ 
tion.  8 p.m.,  Herbst  Theatre,  401  Van 
Ness,  SF.  $25-$35.  (415)  392-4400. 
(Forrest  Caskey) 


I  keep  remembering  when  ...  Former 
New  Kid  Jordan  Knight  comes  back  to 
the  block.  See  Sat/17. 
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Hot  spot 


So  you’ve  been  practicing  your  or¬ 
bits,  crabs,  and  flares,  and  you’re, 
finally  ready  to  live  large  in  a  big 
house  with  five  cars  in  turntable 
heaven  with  Qbert  by  your  side?  Well 
lace  up  your  Air  Force  Ones,  zip  your¬ 
self  into  some  North  Face  gear,  and 
prepare  to  come  up  on  some  street 
cred  by  battling  your  fellow  turntab- 
lists  at  Jus’Scratch,  the  first-ever 
scratching-only  DJ  competition  here 
in  SF.  Some  DJs  will  use  the  battle  as 
a  vehicle  for  their  own  musical  pro¬ 
gression,  and  others  simply  want  to 
show  off  their  skills  as  bona  fide 
competitors,  but  all  combatants  must 
abide  by  the  rules:  scratches  only  (no 
beat  juggling),  and  contestants  must 
.  use  the  mandatory  vinyl  (can  be  pur¬ 
chased  at  B-Side  Records)  in  their 
routine.  In  addition,  participants  will 
be  judged  on  crowd  response,  stage 

presence,  style,  and  technical  originality,  so  leave  that  tired  stuff  at  home 
and  bring  on  the  hurt.  Look  for  Bay  Area  moguls  DJ  Swiftrock,  DJ  Teeko, 
DJ  Spair,  Kewy  Kev,  and  Bside  taking  a  break  from  flipping  the  discs  and 
acting  as  resident  judges  in  the  competition.  The  winner  will  receive  $1 00, 
a  handful  of  shwag  from  sponsors,  and  acknowledgement  of  their  accom¬ 
plishment  by  his  or  her  peers  —  the  most  important  prize  of  all.  Bay  Area 
rap  consortium  the  Contaminants  will  light  up  the  stage  between 
sets.  9  p.m.,  Elbo  Room,  647  Valencia,  SF.  $5.  (415)  552-7788.  (Justin  Yu) 


Oooh  scratch!  DJ  Swiftrock  judges  the 
skills  of  competitors  at  Jus’Scratch. 


Hear  me  roar  Aretha 
Franklin,  Helen  Reddy,  Alicia  Keyes, 
and  Gwen  Stefani  have  all  sung  their 
takes  on  what  it  means  to  be  a  woman, 
but  maybe  you’re  still  feeling  a  little  left 
out  of  the  equation.  (I’m  still  waiting 
for  someone  to  write  a  song  about  a 
twentysomething-year-old,  cat-owning, 
Korean  American  woman  with  a  pen¬ 
chant  for  Corey  Haim-Feldman  movies 
who  lives  in  San  Francisco  with  two 
vegan  roommates.)  Tonight’s  No 
Whining  Allowed  event  —  featuring 
writers,  poets,  singers,  and  comedians 
discussing,  performing,  and  singing 
about  what  womanhood  means  to 
them  —  may  be  your  chance  to  hear 
the  story  of  your  life  (or  just  enjoy  sto¬ 
ries  about  other  women’s  lives).  Fea¬ 
tured  performers  are  Jeri  Cain  Rossi, 
Lori  Selke,  Sherilyn  Connelly,  Katrina 
James,  Charlie  Anders,  Shauna  Rogan, 
Julia  Serano,  Gina  de  Vries,  Angie  Krass, 
Tura  Franzen,  and  Stefani  Pisarczyk.  DJ 
Willie  Colon  spins  after  the  show.  Pro¬ 
ceeds  benefit  Footloose  Dance  Compa¬ 
ny’s  Women  on  the  Way  Festival,  which 
takes  place  Jan.  12  through  29  in  SF. 
7:30-9:30 p.m.,  Make-Out  Room,  3225 
22nd  St.,  SF.  $5-$25  donation.  (415) 
289-2000,  www.ftloose.org.  (Han) 


Dec.  17 

Saturday 

The  right  Stuff  Back  in  ’89  1 
ate,  drank,  and  breathed  New  Kids  on 
the  Block.  I  could  recite  every  single 
line  of  their  songs;  I  knew  each  of  the 
five  boys  from  Beantown’s  astrological 
signs  and  favorite  foods  (well,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Bop  magazine);  and  I  lived  in 
my  NKOTB  T-shirts.  These  days  I’m  a 
little  rusty  on  my  New  Kids  trivia,  but  I 
admit  my  eyes  perked  up  and  my  heart 
beat  a  little  faster  when  I  saw  that  the 
Red  Devil  Lounge  is  hosting  a  show 
featuring  the  one,  the  only  Jordan 
Knight.  Some  fans  may  have  had  a 
change  of  heart  after  seeing  Knight  on 
VHl’s  Surreal  Life,  but  we  true  fans 
will  be  loving  him,  and  his  falsetto,  for¬ 
ever  (and  it’s  a  good  thing,  since  he’s 


apparently  not  the  kind  of  guy  who 
can  take  a  broken  heart).  Color  Me 
Badd’s  Bryan  Abrams  and  98  Degrees’ 
Jeff  Timmons  also  perform.  8  p.m., 

Red  Devil  Lounge,  1 695  Polk,  SF.  Con¬ 
cert,  $25;  postperformance  meet-and- 
greet,  $50.  (415)  921-1695.  (Han) 

Finally,  an  album!  Eight 
years  is  a  long  time  to  be  teased,  but 
the  Flakes  have  kept  their  Bay  Area 
(and  beyond)  fan  base  in  full-length 
darkness,  only  releasing  a  handful  of 
singles . . .  until  now.  Back  to  School 
(Dollar  Record)  marks  the  band’s  first 
comprehensive,  and  extremely  tardy, 
record.  Although  the  band  is  knee- 
deep  in  “ex”-es,  (ex-Mummies,  ex-  « 
Count  Backwurds,  ex-Bobbyteens,  ex- 
Loose  Lips),  this  record  is  evidence 
that  the  Flakes  have  no  plans  for  dis¬ 
memberment.  If  you  haven’t  seen  the 
Flakes’  10,392  other  San  Francisco  per¬ 
formances,  prepare  yourself  for  a  night 
of  ’60s  and  ’70s  rock  ’n’  roll  nostalgia, 
complete  with  excessive  freak-beats 
and  teeth-mashing  nastiness  in  the 
style  of  the  Hypstrz,  DMZ,  and  Shad¬ 
ows  of  Knight.  Del  Lames  and  the  Py- 
roclastics  also  play.  9  p.m.,  Parkside, 

SF.  $7.  (415)  503-0393.  (Yu) 


Dec.  18 

Sunday 

Not  drowning  but 
waving  Icy-hot  toothpaste?  Rogue 
Wave  impresario  Zach  Rogue  claims  to 
play  a  mean  one  on  the  band’s  My 
Space  page,  something  that  drummer 
Pat  Spurgeon  can  top  with  ass  slaps 
and  guitarist  Gram  LeBron  can  match 
with  a  “porn  stache.”  All  of  which  is 
completely  beside  the  point,  however, 
because  these  Oaklanders  make  some 
mean  —  and,  dare  we  say,  rogueish  — 
indie  rock.  So  who  needs  the  dental 
novelties  and  butt  beats?„Their  latest 
album,  this  year’s  Descended  Like  Vul¬ 
tures  (Sub  Pop),  upholds  and  maybe 
supplants  the  personal  best  set  by  the 
Rogue  Wave’s  last,  initially  self  released 
album.  Out  of  the  Shadow.  And  fans 


better  come  out  of  the  woodwork  for 
this  performance:  It’ll  be  the  last  in  the 
Bay  for  a  bit,  while  the  fourtet  heads  to 
Europe.  Wave  ’em  bye.  Foreign  Born 
and  Mazarin  also  perform.  8:30 p.m., 
Great  American  Music  Hall,  859  O’Far¬ 
rell  SF.  $10.  (415)  885-0750.  (Chun) 
Red  suit,  red  planet 
Sure,  Miracle  on  34th  Street  is  an  in¬ 
disputable  holiday  classic.  But  why  be 
predictable  with  your  Kris  Kringle? 
Since  nobody  around  these  parts  is 
hosting  a  Silent  Night,  Deadly  Night 
marathon  (five  films  in  that  festive 
series  —  let’s  plan  ahead  for  2006, 
people!),  your  next-best  bet  is  to 
catch  'Santa  Claus  Conquers  the  Mar¬ 
tians’  at  Brainwash  Cafe.  On  this  oc¬ 
casion,  the  film  will  be  shown  with¬ 
out  sound,  instead  featuring  a  live 
soundtrack  performed  by  the  Ahl-i 
Nafs.  This  twist  means  you’ll  be  de¬ 
prived  of  the  1964  kitsch-a-thon’s 
winning  dialogue  (Voldar,  a  martian 
involved  in  the  plot  to  kidnap  you- 
know-who:  “All  this  trouble  over  a  fat 
little  man  in  a  red  suit!”),  but  you’ll 
still  get  green-faced  aliens  (including 
Pia  Zadora  in  her  film  debut)  and  all 
the  spaced-out  stock  footage  the 
film’s  wee  budget  could  afford.  Ain’t 
for  nothing  Martians  got  the  Mystery 
Science  Theater  3000  treatment.  Also 
on  the  bill:  silent  cartoon  shorts  by 
animation  pioneer  Ladislaw 
Starewicz.  7  p.m..  Brainwash  Cafe, 
1122  Folsom,  SF.  Free.  (415)  255-4866, 
www.brainwash.com/calendar.html. 
(Cheryl  Eddy) 

Dec.  19 

Monday 

Now  in  multiplayer!  The 

salty  dogs  of  Hella,  now  four  in  num¬ 
ber,  have  always  stood  out  like  a  trash 
can  full  of  fireworks.  The  former 
Hella  show  rundown  was  as  such: 
Zach  Hill  playing  shitstorm  drums 
with  the  same  vigor  and  endurance  as 
an  Olympian  and  Spencer  Seim 
threading  shred  into  it.  But  now,  with 
the  addition  of  Dan  Elkan  and 
Jonathan  Hischke,  the  band  has 
strong  front  legs  to  move  on  (guitar, 
bass  processed  to  sound  like  a  synthe¬ 
sizer,  Atari-ed  out  keyboards,  and  vo¬ 
cals);  it’s  an  exciting  change  for  a 
band  that  was  already  formidable  in 
two-player  mode.  Electro  Group  and 
Frienemies  open.  9  p.m.,  Bottom  of  the 
Hill  1233  17th  St.,  SF.  $10.  (415)  621- 
4455.  (Sean  Patrick  Maylone) 

Dec.  20 

Tuesday 

The  bee’s  knees  The 

name  Marty  Eggers  is  a  familiar  one  to 
Bay  Area  fans  of  early  jazz  music.  The 
ragtime  bassist  and  pianist  has  been  a 
serious  contributor  to  the  tradition¬ 
al  jazz  scene  for  years:  He  helped 
found  the  Sacramento  Ragtime  So¬ 
ciety  while  only  a  teen,  was  later  the 


president  of  the  West  Coast  Ragtime 
Society,  played  in  a  multitude  of  Bay 
Area  jazz  and  ragtime  groups,  and 
recorded  and  toured  with  an  im¬ 
pressive  roster  of  musicians,  includ¬ 
ing  Bob  Helm,  Hal  Smith’s  Rhythm 
Cats,  Leon  Redbone,  and  Butch 
Thompson.  Eggers  is  so  invested  in 
the  scene  that  he’s  even  married  to  a  . 
ragtime  performer:  Virginia 
Tichenor,  pianist  of  the  Tichenor 
Family.  Tonight,  Eggers  tickles  the 
ivories  in  the  name  of  ragtime.  It’ll 
be  the  cat’s  pajamas!  5-7:30 p.m.. 
Pier  23,  Embarcadero  near  Filbert, 

SF.  Call  for  price.  (415)  362-5125. 
(Han) 

Dec.  21 

Wednesday 

All  is  not  calm  It  has  be 

come  tradition  here  in  San  Francisco 
to  piss  people  off.  Skiers  turn  hoity- 
toity  neighborhoods  into  downhill 
runs;  us  gays  have  the  audacity  to  ex¬ 
pect  equal-marriage  rights  riling  con¬ 
servatives  into  lawsuits,  protests,  and 
other  friendly  “love  thy  neighbor” 
gestures,  and  for  the  third  year  in  a 
row,  the  city’s  largest  caroling  pro¬ 
cession,  Unsilent  Night,  hits  the 
streets  with  the  intention  of  making 
as  much  noise  as  possible  . . .  with¬ 
out  actually  singing.  Boom  boxes 
take  the  place  of  voices  as  hundreds 
of  “carolers”  converge  in  Dolores 
Park  with  their  portable  sound  sys¬ 


tems  in  tow,  bouncing  sound 
around  the  surrounding  buildings 
and  park.  Everyone  is  invited  to 
attend  as  host  and  composer  Phil 
Kline  distributes  CDs  and  tapes  of 
his  electronic  tribute  to  the  holi¬ 
days  among  players.  Feel  free  to 
download  the  beats  from  his  Web 
site  as  well,  and  don’t  forget  your 
boom  box.  6:45  p.m.,  Dolores  Park, 
Dolores  and  18th  St.,  SF.  Free,  www 
.philkline.com.  (Caskey) 

The  Bay  Guardian  listings  deadline 
is  two  weeks  prior  to  our  Wednes¬ 
day  publication  date.  To  submit  an 
item  for  consideration,  please  in¬ 
clude  the  title  of  the  event,  a  brief 
description  of  the  event,  date  and 
time,  venue  name,  street  address 
(listing  cross  streets  only  isn’t  suffi¬ 
cient),  city,  telephone  number  read¬ 
ers  can  calf  for  more  information, 
telephone  number  for  media,  and 
admission  costs.  Send  information  to 
Listings,  the  BayGuardian  Building, 
135  Mississippi  St.,  SF,  CA  94107; 
fax  to  (415)  487-2506;  or  e-mail 
(paste  press  release  into  e-mail  body 
—  no  text  attachments,  please)  to 
listings@sfbg.com.  We  cannot  guar¬ 
antee  the  return  of  photos,  but  en¬ 
closing  an  SASE  helps.  Digital  photos 
may  be  submitted  in  jpeg  format;  the 
image  must  be  at  least  240  dpi  and 
four  inches  by  six  inches  in  size.  We 
regret  we  cannot  accept  listings  over 
the  phone. 


No  crib  for  a  bed:  Dragapella  beauty-shop  quartet  the  Kinsey  Sicks  perform  “Oy  Vey 
in  a  Manger."  See  Fri/16. 


PHIL  KLINE  PHOTO  BY  TOM  JARMUSCH,  KINSEY  SICKS  PHOTO  BY  PAUL  REDER 
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VTIUSiClistings 

music 

Music  listings  are  compiled  by  Sarah  Han.  The 
music  interns  are  Sean  Patrick  Maylone  and 
Justin  Yu.  Since  club  life  is  unpredictable,  it’s  a 
good  idea  to  call  ahead  to  confirm  bookings  and 
hours.  Prices  are  listed  when  provided  to  us.  See 
8  Days  a  Week  for  information  on  how  to  sub¬ 
mit  an  item  to  listings. 


Rock/blues/hip-hop 

Ben  Hunter  Experience  Johnny  Foley's.  9pm. 
Clutch,  William  Elliott  Whitmore  Slims.  9pm, 
$20. 

Cuts,  Time  Flys,  Paula  Fraser,  Brian  Glaze,  Lou 
Lou  and  the  Guitar  Fish  12  Galaxies.  9pm,  $6. 
Dry  Spells,  Barbarossa,  Cunt  News  Hotel  Utah 
Saloon.  9pm,  $6. 

Eyeliners,  Phenomenauts,  Fabulous  Disaster 

Bottom  of  the  Hill.  9pm,  $8. 

Farlow-Kirch  Band  Boom  Boom  Room. 

9:30pm,  $7. 

Sean  Hayes,  Entrance  Rickshaw  Stop.  8pm. 

Holy  Kiss,  Rykarda  Parasol,  Carousel  Red 

Devil  Lounge.  9pm,  $6. 

‘Jackpine  Social  Club’  Argus  Lounge.  9ptn. 
Little  Fuzzy  Make-Out  Room.  9pm,  $6. 

Sergeant,  Human  Value,  Bring  Back  the  Gun 

Parkside.  9pm,  $5. 

Snobs  and  the  Clap,  Seventh  Standard,  Tricks 

StudioZ.  9pm,  $2. 

Vienna  Teng,  Etienne  de  Rocher  Independent. 
8pm,  $15. 

Pyeng  Threadgill,  Jrod  Indigo,  J-Boogie’s 
Dubtronic  Science  Madrone  Lounge.  9pm,  $6. 
Tommy  Castro  Band  Biscuits  and  Blues.  8:30 
and  10:30pm,  $20. 

Yellow  Swans,  Axoltl,  Inca  Ore,  World,  God 

Hemlock  Tavern.  9:30pm,  $6.  See  8  Days  a 
Week,  page  48. 

Bay  Area 

Bernard  Anderson  and  the  Old  School  Band 

Ashkenaz.  9pm,  $9. 

Dynamite  8,  Wire  Graffiti  Bourbon  Street.  9pm, 
$10. 

Genre  Peak  Blakes.  9:30pm,  $7. 

Home  at  Last  Jupiter.  8pm. 

Nicole  and  the  Sisters  in  Soul  Beckett's. 

9:30pm. 

Jazz/new  music 

Don  Asher,  Jim  Rothermel  Moose's:  7:30pm. 

Jen  Baker  Meridian  Gallery,  545  Sutter: 
www.meridiangallery.org.  8pm,  $5-10. 

Bossa  Suave  Lingba  Lounge.  8:30-  10:30pm. 

Charles  Unger  Experience  Les  Joulins  Jazz 
Bistro.  8pm. 

Gaucho,  Mitch  Marcus  Jazz  Session  Amnesia. 
7:30pm,  free. 

John  Houghton  Washington  Square  Bar  and 
Grill.  7pm. 

Oscar  Fabulous,  Jerome  Rossen  Bacar.  8pm. 
Savanna  Jazz  Trio  Savanna  Jazz.  8pm. 

Eric  Shifrin  Fairmont,  950  Mason;  772-5000. 
7pm. 

SoulJazz  DogPatch  Saloon,  2496  Third  St;  643- 
8592.  8:30pm ,  free. 

Benny  Velarde  and  his  SuperCombo  Top  of  the 

Mark.  8:30pm. 

Voz  do  Brasil  Jazz  at  Pearl's.  8:30  and  10:30pm, 
$5-10, 

Bay  Area 

Bernard  Anderson  and  the  Old  School  Band 

Ahskenaz.  9pm,  $9. 

Calvin  Keys  Trio  and  Jam  Anna’s  Jazz  Island, 
2120  Albion  Way,  Berk;  (510)  841-JAZZ.  8pm. 
Charlie  Hunter  Trio  Yoshi's.  8  and  10pm,  $10- 
18. 

Ned  Boynton  Trio  Downtown.  8pm. 

Folk/world/country 

Kevin  Burke  Plough  and  Stars.  9pm. 

Freddy  Clarke  Pena  PachaMama.  8:30pm,  $8. 
Davka  Hotel  Rex,  562  Sutter;  392-2545. 
6:30pm,  $18. 

Live  salsa  band  Pier  23.  7pm,  free. 

Open  mic  Ireland's  32.  9:30pm. 


Porch  Flies  Rite  Spot.  9pm,  free. 

Erin  Shrader,  Richard  Mandel,  John  Ward 

Wilde  Oscar’s,  1900  Folsom;  621-7145.  8pm, 
free. 

Tri  Tip  Trio  Blondie’s  Bar  and  No  Grill,  540  Va¬ 
lencia;  864-2419.  9pm. 

Bay  Area 

Candela  Shattuck  Downlow.  8pm,  $5-10. 

Dance  clubs 

Afro  Latin  Jazz  Voda.  5-7pm,free.  With  DJs 
Kevin  Koga  and  Daddy  Africa. 

Anu  Bar  9pm.  With  Desyn  Masiello. 

Belly  Dance  Elements  African  American  Art 
and  Culture  Complex,  762  Fulton;  424-4897. 
7pm,  $10.  Belly  dance  lessons. 

Big  Up!  Big  Up!  Soluna  Cafe  and  Lounge.  9pm, 
free.  An  event  showcasing  women  in  reggae 
anf  hip-hop. 

La  Bodega  Baobab.  10pm,  $3.  Reggaeton  and 
Afro-Cuban  with  DJ  Walt  Digz  and  Rick. 

Body  Wet  Wednesdays  Luna  Lounge,  1192  Fol¬ 
som;  www.lunaloungesf.org.  9:30pm.  Hip-hop, 
R8<B,  and  club  classics  with  DJ  Rick  and  DJ 
Switch. 

Bondage  A  Go-Go  Glas  Kat.  9:30pm-2:30am, 
$5-7.  Death  rock,  industrial,  70s  and  ’80s 
dance  music,  interactive  BDSM,  and  go-go 
dancers. 

Le  Boom  Pink,  2925  16th  St;  www.pinksf.com. 
9pm-2am,  $5.  With  Antonio,  M3,  Tasho,  and 
guests. 

Crucial  Nickie's  BBQ.  10pm-2am.  Roots,  rock¬ 
steady,  dancehall,  and  dub  with  DJ  Brigadeer 
Barry  and  B-Love. 

Dark  Sparkle  Purple  Onion.  10pm-2am,  $5. 
Goth,  glam,  post-punk,  dark  retro  with  DJs 
Miz  Margo  and  Sage. 

Debutante  Knockout.  10pm- 2am,  $4. 

Dodgy  Eight.' 10pm.  With  Chris  Orr,  Richie  % 
Panic,  and  Nadine. 

Elev8  El  Rincon.  10pm-2am. 

Flava  in  Ya  Ear  Beauty  Bar.  9pm,  $3-5.  Hip- 
hop,  soul,  dancehall,  and  party  rock  jams  with 
DJs  Satva  and  Paul  Carey. 

Hud  Bender’s,  806  South  Van  Ness;  824-1800. 
9pm-2am. 

Indulgence  Harry  Denton’s  Starlight  Room. 
8pm-2am.  70s,  disco,  funk,  and  house  with 
DJ  Bruce. 

Jus’Scratch  Elbo  Room.  9pm,  $5.  DJ  scratch 
battle  with  judges  DJs  Swiftrock,  Spair,  Teeko, 
Kewy  Kev,  and  BSide;  live  set  by  DJ  Swiftrock, 
DJ  Teeko,  and  the  Contaminants.  See  8  Days  a 
Week,  page  48. 

Levende  Lounge  1710  Mission;  864-5585, 
www.levendesf.com.  7pm-2am,  free.  With  DJ 
Von. 

Low  End  Theory  Skylark.  9pm- 2am,  free.  Hip- 
hop,  R8cB,  and  more  with  DJs  4aM,  Whooli- 
gan,  and  Keelay. 

Magnet  Lounge  1402  Grant ;  271-5760. 10pm- 
2am.  Ragga  and  reggae  with  DJ  Rebs. 

Meat  DNA  Lounge.  9:30pm-2am,  $5.  Industri¬ 
al  and  EBM  with  BaconMonkey,  Djall,  Mitch, 
and  Netik. 

Moonstone  Milk.  9pm-2am,  $5.  Hip-hop, 

R8(B,  soul,  and  reggae. 

Network  Lounge  330  Ritch.  9pm.  A  club  for 
members  of  the  urban  and  international  busi¬ 
ness  industry  to  mingle  at. 

1964  Edinburgh  Castle.  10pm-2am,  free.  Mod / 
’60s  dance  party. 

Original  Concept  Underground  SF.  10pm-2am, 
55.  Hip-hop,  funk,  and  dancehall  with  DJs 
Paul  Carey,  Satva,  Centipede,  Apollo,  Zeph, 
Romanowski,  and  Derrick  D. 

Passport  Duplex,  1525  Mission;  355-1525. 

9pm.  World  breaks  with  DJ  Soulsalaam  and 
guests. 

Qool  Ill  Minna  Gallery.  5-  10pm,  $5.  Pan¬ 
techno  lounge  with  DJs  Spesh,  Gil,  Hyper  D, 
and  Jondi. 

Rebirth  Alpha  Bar,  3848  Geary;  244-6989. 
8pm-2am,  free.  Deep,  soulful,  urban  house 
grooves  and  live  conga  drum  with  DJ  Kimani 
and  Lito  Carrillo. 

Resonance  Polo’s  Blue  Cube,  34  Mason;  blue- 
cubesf.com.  9:30pm-2:30am,  $7.  Funky  house, 
tech-trance,  and  more  with  rotating  DJs. 

Rich  Girts  Skylark.  9pm -2am,  free.  With  Daryl 
Stubbs  and  Duserock. 

Rock  Out  Annie's  Cocktail  Lounge,  15  Board- 
man  PI;  703-0865.  9pm,  free.  Punk,  garage, 
rockabilly,  psychobilly,  and  more. 

Salsa  dance  lessons  Metronome  Dance  Center. 
7pm,  $12.  Beginner  salsa  dance  lessons. 

Satellite  Anu ,  43  Sixth  St;  543-3505,  www.anu- 
bar.com.  9pm-2am,  free.  House  and  techno. 


Sweet  Spot  Tunnel  Top.  10pm.  Hip-hop,  R8cB, 
soul,  and  reggae  with  D-Sharp,  Friendly  Trav¬ 
eler,  Kewy  K. 

Sweet  Thing  Delirium.  10pm.  ’60s  and  70s 
rock  and  soul  with  DJ  Jules  and  Jenny. 
Synchronize  II  Pirata,  2007 16th  St;  626-2626. 
I0pm-2am,  $2.  Psy-trance. 

Vitabar  Divas,  1081  Polk;  928-6006. 10pm-2am, 
$5.  With  mikee  and  Jada  Halston. 

Wabi  Sabi  EZ5,  682  Commercial; 
www.ez5bar.com.  9pm,  free.  Hip-hop,  breaks, 
and  techno  with  DJ  Groovecatcher. 

Wink  Butter.  9pm-2am,  free.  House,  breaks, 
and  techno. 

Bay  Area 

Club  101  815  W.  Francisco  Blvd,  San  Rafael ; 

(415)  460-0101.  A  salsa  club  with  DJs. 

Good  Life  Luka's  Taproom  and  Bar,  2221 
Broadway,  Oakl;  (510)  451-4677.  8pm-mid- 
nighl.  With  VNA,  DMadness,  and  guests. 
Kingman’s  Lucky  Lounge  5-8pm,free.  Open 
audition  turntables  by  appointment,  followed 
by  downtempo  with  Ambient  Mafia. 

Lion  Rock  Oasis,  135  12th  St,  Oakl ;  (510)  763- 
0404.  10pm,  $7.  Reggae,  dancehall,  and  roots 
with  Jah  Yzer,  DJ  Riddm,  Dub  Rocker,  Jah 
Mystic,  and  Poppa. 

Reggaeton  Comer  @ seventeenth ,  510 17th  St, 
Oakl ;  (510)  433-0577.  9pm.  Reggaeton  and 
hip-hop. 

Sabroso  Bench  and  Bar,  2111  Franklin,  Oakl; 
(510)  444-2266.  Blatino  night  featuring  reg¬ 
gaeton,  old-school,  and  hip-hop. 

Shattuck  Downlow  8pm-2am.  Salsa  dance  les¬ 
sons. 

Suburban  Stinger  Lounge,  38  East  25th  Ave,  San 
Mateo;  (650)  571-8486.  9pm-2am ,  free.  Pro¬ 
gressive,  house,  and  breaks  with  DJs  Mark 
Martini,  Aaron  Josiah,  and  Rectified  Dave. 

Rock/blues/hip-hop 

Big  Bones  Biscuits  and  Blues.  8:30  and 
10:30pm,  $10. 

El  Capitan,  This  Union  Standard,  John  Francis 

Make-Out  Room.  9pm,  $6. 

Charm  School  Dropouts,  Rusty  Hips,  Jay  Walk¬ 
er  DNA  Lounge.  9pm,  $25.  With  MC  Nina 
Hartley. 

Groovus,  Funkanauts  Boom  Boom  Room. 
9:30pm,  $7. 

Mon  Cousin  Beige,  Fierce  Perm,  Mythical  Beast 

Hemlock  Tavern.  9:30pm,  55. 

Oranger,  Rum  Diary,  Halcyon  High  12  Galaxies. 
9pm,  $8. 

‘Penny  Arcade’  Bottom  of  the  Hill.  8:30pm,  $10. 
With  Pat  Johnson  and  the  New  Sheiks,  Pene¬ 
lope  Houston,  Dave  Gleason’s  Wasted  Days, 
Nathan  Moomaw  and  Raul  Sanchez,  Dusty 
DiMercurio,  Elliot  Winard,  and  DJ  Rantz. 
Tiffany  Petrossi  Ireland’s  32.  9pm. 

Riders  on  the  Storm  Fillmore.  8pm,  $50. 
Scrawnies,  Autistic  Youth,  Raids  Parkside. 

9pm,  55. 

Vienna  Teng,  Animators  Independent.  9pm, 

5 15. 

Bay  Area 

Blowfly  Shattuck  Downlow.  9pm,  $5-8. 

Friendship  First,  Midline  Errors,  Mantra  Ben 
Ya’akova,  Slut’s  Wool  Starry  Plough.  9:30pm, 

$5. 

Gypsy  Soul  Little  Fox,  2209  Broadway,  Redwood 
City ;  (65 0)  369-4119.  8pm,  $17. 

Hey  There  Beckett’s.  9:30pm. 

Moot  Davis  and  the  Cool  Deal,  Dave  Matthews 
Blues  Band  uptown,  1928  Telegraph,  Oakl; 
(510)  451-8100.  9pm,  $8. 

Jazz/new  music 

Almas  Feras  Cigar  Bar  and  Grill.  9:30pm,  free. 
Bossa  Suave  Mangarosa,  1548  Stockton;  956- 
3211.  9-1  lpm,  free. 

Eric  Crystal  Bacar.  8pm. 

Stephen  Flinn  Luggage  Store  Gallery.  8pm,  56- 
10  sliding  scale. 

Dick  Fregulia  Washington  Square  Bar  and  Grill. 
7pm. 

Jazz  jam  Judi's  Place,  1414  Market;  863-JUDI. 
7:30pm,  free.  Open  jazz  jam. 

Kamau  Seitu  Quintet  Les  Joulins  Jazz  Bistro. 
8pm. 

Paul  Kimura  Bistro  Clement,  127  Clement;  387- 
6966.  6pm,  free. 

Continued  on  page  52 
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WEDNESDAY,  DEC  14  9PM-2AM  $5  21+ 

ONE  LOVE 

A  BENEFIT  TO  HELP  END  DOMESTIC  VIOLENCE 
ALL  PROCEEDS  FROM  THIS  EVENT  WILL  GO  TO: 

CREATIVE  INTERVENTIONS  WWW.CREATIVE-INTERVENTIONS.ORG 
SATVA,  SAKE  1,  REN  THE  VINYL  ARCHAEOLOGIST,  MR.  E,  KINGMOST,  SIMILAR  CHYLD,  ZITA,  PAUSE, 
DOC  FU,  IVIER,  PANTYROBBER,  BOOGIE  BROWN,  NEOGEO,  CENSE,  WHOOLIGAN,  DNZ, 
NYTEKRAWLER,  NOMADEEQ 


EVERY  THURSDAY  9PM-2AM  21  + 

GIVE  THANKZ 

THE  CITY’S  BIGGEST  REGGAE  WEEKLY 
REGGAE/DANCEHALL/SOCA/SOUL/REGGAETON 

DJS:  DJ  POLO,  IRIE  DOLE  &  IVIER,  SHORTKUT,  UNI-T,  COMMON  SENSI,  DADDY  ROLO,  DOOGIE 
DJ  HENROC  •  FREE  BEFORE  11PM/S5  AFTER 


FRIDAY,  DEC.  16  9PM-4AM  $10  21  + 

ALIZE  BLEU,  DJ  MINDMOTION,  PERSONALTOUCHSF  PRESENT: 

PAID  IN  FULL 

TODAY’S  HOTTEST  HIP-HOP  &  CLASSIC  OLD  SCHOOL  ‘84-’95 
WITH  RESIDENT  DJS: 

MIND  MOTION,  MR.  E,  SAKE-1,  SUPREME,  APOLLO,  FUZE,  J-PROS,  DJ-SHARP 


SATURDAY,  DEC.  17  9PM-4AM  21+ 

DEECEE'S  SOUL  SHAKEDOWN  PRESENTS: 

ENTER  THE  DANCEHALL 

EAST  MEETS  WEST  WINTER  SPECIAL  EDITION 
ROOM  1:  ROOTS  AND  CULTURE  AND  CLASSIC  DANCEHALL 
COMMON  SENSI  (GROOVES  UNLIMITED).  PAPA  JOE  (UNITY  HI-FI) 
DJ  YOKO  (MONTAGE),  DJ  JACQUES.  ANDREAS  OCTAVIO 
ROOM  2:  DANCEHALL,  BASHMENT,  HIP-HOP  REMIXES 
RESIDENT  DJS  LONESTAR  SOUND  FEATURING 
’  DADDY  ROLO  AND  UNI-T,  WITH  SPECIAL  GUESTS 
MPENZI  (YARD/KNOWMADIC  DJS),  HENROC  (CITY  CAT  SOUND) 
ROOM  3:  HIP-HOP  AND  CLUB  HITS 
LUNAR  HEIGHTS  (LIVE),  CO-DEEZ  (HELLA  RECORDS)  (LIVE) 

DJ  T.D.  CAMP  (HELLA  RECORDS),  DJ  BIGTAKA  (FTC) 

DJ  SHOHEI  (MONTAGE), DJ  CH-K  (UPPER  ISLAND) 

DJ  YAMATO  (ICU  PRODUCTIONS) 

$5  BEFORE  1 1PM  /  $10  BEFORE  12AM  /  $15  AFTER 


TUESDAY,  DEC.  20  8PM-10PM  $7  21  + 

CONCRETE  ROOTS 

CELEBRATING  CITY  STYLE,  LOCAL  ARTISTS,  DESIGNERS  AND  MORE 
FEAT.  JO  CUR,  SUCCULENT  GROOVE,  SITY  ROOT,  NEDA,  RACHEL,  PICKLE  AND  CHERRY 
THEN  IMMEDIATELY  FOLLOWING:  THE  LOVE  AND  HATE  TOUR  $10  10PM-2AM 
BUSHWICK  BILL  OF  THE  GETO  BOYS  WITH  WOODPILE,  WISEPROOF, 

TMF,  SAV-LISE,  FYZION,  RAZ  B  FROM  B2K 


UPCOMING: 

SATURDAY,  DEC.  31  8PM-4AM  21  + 

TRUE  SKOOL,  DEE  CEE’S  SOUL  SHAKEDOWN  &  DADDY  ROLO  PRESENT: 

CHAMPIONS  OF  THE  ARENA  NEW  YEAR’S  EVE  2006 

ARENA  1:  TRUE  SKOOL  ROOM  -  SPECIAL  LIVE  PERFORMANCE  BY  ZION  I 
PLUS  J.BOOGIE  (OM  RECORDS),  ZEPH  (WIDE  HIVE),  REN  THE.VINYL  ARCHAEOLOGIST  (TRUE  SKOOL) 
ARENA  2:  HIP  HOP  CLUB  HITS  /  REGGAETON  -  I  CUE  (DJI-CUE.COM),  DJ  DE'  (LION  PAW  SOUND), 
SAKE  ONE  (LOCAL  1200/PST),  D-SHARP  (BLACKALICIOS/QUANNUM) 

ARENA  3:  DANCEHALL  /  REGGAE  ROOM  -  POLO  (REGGAE  GOLD/GIVE  THANKZ) 

DADDY  ROLO  (REGGAE  GOLD/GIVE  THANKZ/LONESTAR  SOUND) 

UNI-T  (LONESTAR  SOUND),  HENROC  (CITY  CAT  SOUND) 

LIMITED  $20  PRESALE  @  TICKETWEB.COM 


CLUB  6  60  SIXTH  ST  btwn  market  &  mission  st.  415.863.1221 
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£bertne  Je  $gdier  (12.14) 

'Tlie^/Lumdon  (12.15) 

doors  7:30/  $15 


Partially  Seated  Show 


Standing  Room  Show 


* 


WMl 


IWM 


•.«n/  *10  ADV 

•JU/  $12  DOOR 


doors 


Guests  Include: 


James  N asM^hciW aybacks)  Steve  Adams  (ALO) 
Jordan  Feinstein  (TIicRitual)  Corinne  West  - 


9PI1 

doors  8:30/  ITS  SKY. 


Ryan  Smith|(Four  Year  Bender )^JPr,Gutlcr  j 
M  o  k  a  i  *  KcTin  ih  a  n  d  m  o  r  c  *  ■ 


THIS  SAT!  DEC  Util 


doors  7:30/  $15 


THU  12.22/  DOORS  8:30  PM/  $10  ADV  •  $12  DOOR 

MARJORIE  FAIR 
PERSEPHONE’S  BEES 
MELLOWDRONE 


FRI  12.30  &  SAT  12.31/  DOORS  8:30PM/  $15  (FRI) 

$75  (SAT)  OPEN  BAR  INCLUDED  IN  PRICE  OF  ADMISSION 

NEW  YEARS  EVE  WEEKEND! 

TEA  LEAF  GREEN 

THE  ESTATE  (12.30) 
SAMANTHA  ST0LLENWERCK(i2.3i> 


WED  1.4/  DOORS  8:30PM/  $15 

WOLF  PARADE 

CHAD  VANGAALEN 
JEL  «  AUDROCK 

FRI  1.6/  DOORS  8:30/  $20 

BOOM  BOOM  ROOM  PRESENTS 

IVAN  NEVILLE’S 
DUMPSTAPHUNK 

ERIC  LINDELL 


SAT  1.7/  DOORS  8:30PM/  $25 

BARRINGTON  LEVY 

FRi  1.13  &  SAT  1.14/  DOORS  8:30PM/  $20  ADV*  $22 

KFOG  PRESENTS 

NORTH  MISSISSIPPI 
ALL-STARS 


WED  1.25/  DOORS  7:30PM/  $10  ADV  •  $12  DOOR 

LAKE  TROUT 

BENZOS 
SEND  FOR  HELP 


FRI  1.27  &  SAT  1.28/  DOORS  8:30PM/  $20 

SUNSET  PROMOTIONS  PRESENTS 

REBIRTH  BRASS  BAND 

WED  2.1,  THU  2.2  &  FRI  2.3/  DOORS  8:30PM/  $25 

THE  GREYBOY  ALLSTARS 

WED  2.8/  DOORS  7:30PM/  $20 

DUNCAN  SHEIK 


$28  Divisadero  St.  at  Hayes,  San  Francisco  /  Tickets:  HCKETWEB.COM  &  866.468.3399  ^ 

or  at  Box  Office  Monday  -  Friday  11AM  -  6PM  (10  PM  on  show  nights)  ^ 

Info:  415.771.1421  /  AH  Shows  21+  General  Admission  /  Extremely  Limited  Seating  Jj+g  fsl  i 
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CONCERT  UPDATE 


D  S'/VPIV 

PAT  JOHNSON  &  THE  NEW  SHEIKS 
feat  PENELOPE  HOUSTON  1 5  more  acts 
Penny  Arcade  Music  Showcase 

12/15  BOTTOM  OF  THE  HILL 


THIS  WEEK 


A  JOHN  WATERS  XXXMAS 
JONATHAN  RICHMAN 

12/14  THE  FILLMORE 

YELLOW  SWANS 

12/14  HEMLOCK 


VIENNA  TENC 

12/14-15  THE  INDEPENDENT 


PENNY  ARCADE 
A  Semi  Acoustic 
Music  Showcase 
PAT  JOHNSON  & 

THE  NEW  SHEIKS 
and  more 
12/16  BOTTOM  OFTHE  HILL 

VONIVA 

HEY  WILLPOWER 

12/16  THE  INDEPENDENT 

MANIC  HISPANIC 

12/16  SUM'S 

THE  SERMON 

12/16  THE  KNOCKOUT 

TUSSLE 

12/16  HOTEL  UTAH 

THE  MOTHER  HIPS 

12/16-17  GREAT  AMERICAN  MUSIC  HAL 

LOS  LOBOS 

12/16-17  THE  FILLMORE 

CARRIN  BENFIELD  and 
Friends 

FOUR  YEAR  BENDER 

12/17THE  INDEPENDENT 


ROGUE  WAVE 
FOREIGN  BORN 

12/18  GREAT  AMERICAN  MUSIC  HAH 


SUGAR  &  GOLD 

12/18  THE  MAKE  OUT  ROOM 


HELLA 

12/19  BOTTOM  OFTHE  HILL 

TRAINWRECK  RIDERS 
THE  LOVE  X  NOWHERE 

12/20  BOTTOM  OF  HILL 

AZALIA  SNAIL 
FIELDS  OF  GAFFNEY 

12/21  HEMLOCK 

MAYPOLE 

12/21  BOTTOM  Of  THE  HILL 


MARJORIE  FAIR 
PERSEPHONES  BEES 

12/22  THE  INDEPENDENT 


BLACKAUCIOUS 

FATLIP 

12/28  THE  FILLMORE 


STEVE  KIMOCK  BAND 

12/28-31  GREAT  AMERICAN  MUSIC  HAIL 

THE  TUBES 
GRIDDLE, 

MAGIC  CHRISTIAN 

12/30  RED  DEVIL  LOUNGE 

TEA  LEAF  GREEN 

12/30-31  tHE  INDEPENDENT 


TWO  GALLANTS 

12/30  BOTTOM  OF  THE  HILL 


HAROLD  RAY 
LIVE  IN  CONCERT! 

GRIS  GRIS 
PARCHMAN  FARM 

12/31  HEMLOCK 

PHIL  LESH  »  FRIENDS 
JOHN  MAYER  TRIO 

12/31  BILL  GRAHAM  CIVIC  AUDITORIUM 

SUPERSUCKERS 
THE  HANGMEN 
THE  NAYSAYERS 

12/31  SUM'S 

15th  ANNUAL 
BLACK  COMEDY 
EXPLOSION 

D.L  HUGHLEY  and  more 

12/31  PARAMOUNT  THEATRE.  OAKLAND 

THE  NEW  MORTY  SHOW 
feat 

VISE  GRIP  i  CONNIE 
CHAMPAGNE 
STEVE  LUCKY  »  THE 
RHUMBA  BUMS 
MR.  LUCKY  &  THE  COCK¬ 
TAIL  PARTY 
feat  RALPH  CARNEY 
12/31  BIMBO'S  365  CLUB 

LES  CLAYPOOL  and 
THE  PHENOMENAUTS 

12/31  THE  FILLMORE 

NYE  HILLBILLY  HOEDOWN 

RED  MEAT 

THE  EARL  BROTHERS 

12/31  CAFE  OU  NORD 

NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  COMEDY 

COUNTDOWN 

with  DAVID  CROSS,  ZACH 

GALIFIANAKIS, 

MARIA  BAMFORD,  AL 
MADRIGAL, 

DOUG  BENSON,  and  TONY 
CAMIN 

12/31  THE  PALACE  OF  FINE  ARTS 

CHUCK  PROPHET  I,  THE 
MISSION  EXPRESS 

NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  SHOW 
12/31  THE  IVY  ROOM 

WOLF  PARADE 

1/4-5  THE  INDEPENDENT 

THRIVING  IVORY 

1/6  BOTTOM  OF  THE  HILL 

THE  BTTTERSWEETS 

1/7  CAFE  OU  NORO 

JAMES  BROWN 

1/15  BIMBO'S  365  CLUB 


MARK  KOZELEK 

1/18  GREAT  AMERICAN  MUSIC  HALL 


BRANDI  CARLILE 
ETIENNE  DE  ROCHER 

1/20  CAFE  00  NORO 


AC/DShe 

1/21  SUM'S 

HAROLD  RAY 
UVE  IN  CONCERT 

1/21  THE  IVY  ROOM 

WILLIE  NELSON 

1/23-26  THE  FILLMORE 


JOSH  ROUSE 

1/26  SWEDISH  AMERICAN  HALL 


RYKARDA  PARASOL 
THE  DILETTANTES 

1/26  HEMLOCK 


OF  MONTREAL 

1/2B  BOTTOM  OFTHE  HILL 

RICKY  MARTIN 

1/29  PARAMOUNT  THEATRE.  OAKLAND 

KT  TUNSTALL 

1/31  CAFE  DU  NORO 

COLDPLAY 

1/31  OAKLAND  ARENA 
2/1  HP  PAVILION.  SAN  JOSE 

CAKE 

TEGAN  &  SARAH 

2/1  THE  WARFIELD 

AEROSMITH 

2/8  OAKLAND  ARENA 


BOB  MOULD 

2/11  SUM'S 


SUPERGRASS 

2/23  GREAT  AMERICAN  MUSIC  HALL 


THE  WEDDING  PRESENT 

2/24  SUM'S 


ROBYN  HITCHCOCK 
AND  THE  MINUS  5 

2/27  SUM'S 


GUARDIAN 
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Thursday  15 

From  page  50 

Veronica  Klaus  Jazz  at  Pearl’s.  8:30  and 
10:30pm,  $5-10. 

Mike  Lipskin,  Waldo  Carter  Moose’s.  7:30pm. 
Miles  Ahead  Figaro  Ristorante,  414  Columbus ; 
398-1300.  8pm. 

Open  Jazz  Jam  Judi’s  Place,  1414  Market;  863- 
JUDI.  7:30pm,  free. 

Pascal  Bokar  Band  Savanna  Jazz.  8pm. 

Eric  Shifrin  Fairmont,  950  Mason;  772-5000. 
7pm. 

Theloni  on  Wry  Catalyst  Cocktails,  312  Harriet ; 

.  621-1722.  6:30pm,  free. 

Wesla  Whitfield  New  Conversatory  Theatre 
Center,  25  Van  Ness;  861-8972.  8pm. 

Bay  Area 

Charlie  Hunter  Trio  Yoshi’s.  8  and  10pm,  $18, 

Fred  Frith,  Larry  Ochs,  Scott  Amendola  Trio  21 

Grand.  8pm,  $10. 

Jim  Grantham  Quartet  Anna’s  Jazz  Island,  2120 
Allston  Way,  Berk;  (510)  841 -JAZZ.  8pm. 

Folk/world/country 

Homespun  Rowdy  Atlas  Cafe.  8pm. 

Jesus  Diaz  y  su  QBA,  DJ  Eddie  Elba  Room. 
10pm,  $8. 

Shut  Ins,  Clive,  Grizzly  Peak  Amnesia.  9pm. 
Tipsy  House  Plough  and  Stars.  9pm. 

Carola  Zertuche  and  Company  Pena  PachaMa- 
ma.  8pm,  $8. 

Bay  Area 

Davka  Freight  and  Salvage  Coffee  House.  8pm, 
$19.50. 

Josh  Horowitz,  Stu  Brotman  Judah  L.  Magnes 
Museum,  2911  Russell,  Berk;  (510)  549-6950. 
6:30pm,  $6-8. 

Dance  clubs 

Arrow  6:30- 10: 15pm,  free:  “Techno  Vampire 
Happy  Hour,”  an  erotic  club  featuring  obscure 
music.  10pm-2am:  synthcore,  electro-punk, 
new  wave,  and  more. 

Baobab  10pm,  $3.  Reggae  and  dancehall  with 
DJ  M’Penzi. 

Beat  Church  Nickie’s  BBQ.  9pm,  $5.  World  fu¬ 
sion  beats. 

BingoTopia  Knockout.  7-  10pm,  free.  With  MC 
Mistress  Claire  and  DJ  Rick  E.  Cheese. 

Built  for  Speed  Delirium.  I0pm-2am,  free. 

With  rotating  DJs  Fashion  Hooker,  Platform 
Whore,  and  DJ  Juan  of  a  Kind. 

Club  Faith  715  Harrison,  www.faithsf.com. 
9:30pm-2:30am,  $7-12.  With  DJs  Twist,  Neon 
Leon,  and  Mike  Biggz. 

CrawlSF  Dolce.  9pm.  With  Matt  Seliga. 

Cruise  Liner  Lingba  Lounge.  9pm-2am.  Deep 
and  groovy  house  with  Todd  Michael,  Cindy, 
Unde  Larry,  Andy  Flack,  Sunil  Kapadia,  and 
weekly  guests. 

Descarga  Voda.  9pm-2am,  free.  Affo-Latin 
rhythms,  soul,  funk,  reggae,  and  hip-hop  with 
Vinnie  Esparza,  Asti  Spumanti,  Hopper,  and 
guests. 

Dirty  Rip  Anu,  43  Sixth  St;  543-3505, 
www.anu-bar.com.  9pm-2am,free.  Disco- 
punk,  electro,  and  acid  house  with  Sexray, 
Dammit,  and  guests. 

11A-19357  Club  Li  Po  Lounge.  9pm-2am. 
Krautrock,  spacerock,  neu-noise,  and  more. 
Exposure  Catalyst  Cocktails,  312  Harriet;  721- 
1722.  8pm-2am,  free.  Downtempo,  house, 
breaks,  techno,  and  trance  with  DJ  Donald 
Wilborn. 

EZ5  682  Commercial;  362-9321.  6-9pm,free:  “6 
2  9,”  ’80s,  uptempo  jams,  and  deep  house 
breaks.  10pm-2am,  free:  “Bumpin’,”  with  DJs 
Morse  Code  and  Monte  Carlo. 

Fun  26  Mix.  9pm,  $5-10.  Old-school,  hip-hop, 
and  reggae  with  DJ  Jah  Yzer. 

Give  Thankz  Club  Six  9pm-2am,  $5.  With 
Polo  Mo’Xquuz,  Shortkut,  Doogie,  Ivier,  and 
Irie  Dole. 

The  Goodness  Vertigo,  1160  Polk;  674-1278. 
10pm-2am,  free.  Hip-hop,  dancehall,  soul, 
breaks,  ’80s,  and  everything  in  between  with 
DJs  Cense,  Solace,  and  Mosquito. 

Hellfire  Club  Stud.  10pm,  free.  A  rock  ’n’  roll 
dance  party  for  girls  and  queers. 

Industry  Bigfoot  Lounge,  1750  Polk;  440-2355. 
10pm-2am,  free.  A  club  dedicated  to  those 
working  in  the  service,  promotion,  perform¬ 
ance,  and  creation  industries. 

Juicy  Velvet  Lounge.  10pm-2am,  Deep  house 
and  hip-hop. 

Lapel  Madrone  Lounge.  9pm.  With  DJ  Neel 


Kizmiaz  and  guests  Claire  Ahll,  Deejay  Ziploc, 
and  Rueben. 

Levende  Lounge  1710  Mission;  864-5585, 
www.levendesf.com.  6- 10pm:  downtempo, 
dub,  hip-hop,  and  more  with  Nate  Harrison, 
Paul  Tobias,  and  guests.  10pm:  “Inside,”  with 
Matt  Valenz  and  Derek  Niddery. 

Lindy  Hop  African  American  Art  and  Culture 
Complex  762  Fulton;  424-4897.  7pm,  $10. 
Swing  dance  lessons. 

Magnet  Lounge  1402  Grant;  271-5760.  10pm- 
2am.  Electro  with  El  Capitan. 

Mission  Phunk  Rock  DJ  Competition  Knock¬ 
out.  10:30pm-2am.  Local  DJ  competition. 
Moneyshot  Milk.  9pm.  With  Future  Primitive 
Sound  DJs. 

1984  Cat  Cljjb.  9pm-3am,  $5.  ’80s,  top  40,  and 
new  wave. 

Omar's  Clique  Beauty  Bar.  8pm-2am,  free.  Fu¬ 
ture-pop,  disco,  and  more  with  Omar  and 
Ethan. 

Pacific  Standard  Time  Bambuddha  Lounge, 

601  Eddy;  pacificstandardtirne@hotmail.com. 
9pm-2am,  $5.  Soul  music  with  Sakel  and 
guests. 

Party  for  the  People  Element  Lounge,  1028 
Geary ;  571-1362.  9pm.  Hip-hop,  funk,  and 
rock  mash-ups  with  Mix  Master  Mao  and  DJ 
Fidelski. 

Polo’s  Blue  Cube  34  Mason;  392-4833. 10pm- 
2am,  $7.  With  Cheb  I  Sabbah. 
popscene  330  Ritch.  10pm-2am,  $5-8.  Brit- 
pop,  indie,  new  wave,  mod,  electronic,  and 
’60s  soul  with  Aaron  Axelsen  and  Jeremy; 
with  a  live  set  by  the  Coulour. 

Purple  Haze  Skylark  9pm-2am,  free.  Hip-hop 
and  dancehall  with  DJs  Osiris,  Powder,  Jus 
Rite,  Arrow,  and  Sg-13. 

Real  Raw  Oxygen  Bar,  Sushi  and  Sake  Ixrunge. 
8pm-midnight.  With  DJ  Pinpullaz  Sound. 
Romp  Anu,  43  Sixth  St;  543-3505,  www.anu- 
bar.com.  9pm-2am,  free.  House,  electro,  disco 
punk,  ’80s,  and  more  with  DJs  Sexray, 
Dammit,  and  guests. 

Simple  Pink.  9pm-2am.  Classic  soul,  disco, 
hip-hop,  and  more  with  Julius  Papp,  Franky 
Boissy,  and  Maurico  Avilles. 

Star  Hits  Condor  Club,  300  Broadway;  www.di- 
vebar.biz/starhits.htm.  9pm-2am,  $5.  An  alter¬ 
native  dance  club  featuring  DJs,  dancing,  and 
more. 

Suite  0ne80ne  9pm-4am,  $10.  With  DJs. 

Sweet  Wish,  1539  Folsom;  278-9474.  7pm- 
2am,  free.  With  Charlotte  the  Baroness  and 
Brian  Gianinno. 

Thursday  Night  Lounge  Thirsty  Bear,  661 
Howard;  www.thirstybear.com.  Downtempo. 
Trauma  El  Rincon.  10pm-2am,  $3.  With  Bico¬ 
las,  B-Dub,  Diatrybe,  the  Doctor,  and  MC 
Manny  Vibes. 

Tubesteak  Connection  Aunt  Charlie’s  Lounge, 
133  Turk;  www.auntcharlieslounge.com.  9pm- 
2am,  $3.  A  gay  dance  club  featuring  Eurodis¬ 
co,  electrofunk,  and  more  with  DJ  Bus  Station 
John. 

Tunnel  Top  lOpm-2am.  Hip-hop  with  DJ  Toph 
One. 

Twilight  Soluna  Cafe  and  Lounge.  6-10pm,free. 
Uptempo  lounge  music  and  visual  artistry. 
Underworld  Kelly’s  Mission  Rock.  9pm.  Hip- 
hop. 

White  Diamonds  Rickshaw  Stop.  10pm ,  $6. 
Electro,  rap,  pop,  and  rock  DJ  dance  party 
with  Chelsea,  Saratonin,  and  Jenny  Young. 
Windup  Endup.  10pm-4:30am.  Hosted  by 
Mixed  Elements,  featuring  guest  DJs. 

Bay  Area 

Addicted  to  House  Club  Rey,  3  Saint  Francis 
Square,  Daly  City;  (650)  758-5815.  9pm-2am, 
free.  House  music.  ’ 

Automatic  Kingman’s  Lucky  Lounge.  9pm- 
2am.  Classics,  dancehall,  and  soul. 

Blush  Thursdays  Blush,  261  California  Dr, 
Burlingame;  (650)  347-7710.  9pm.  Hip-hop, 
reggaeton,  and  more. 

Brothers  and  Sisters  Luka’s  Taproom  and 
Lounge,  2221  Broadway,  Oakl;  (510)  451-4677. 
9pm,  free.  Soulful  house  and  dance  music 
with  DJs  Dedan,  Daniela,  and  guests. 
Community  Thursdays  Shattuck  Downlow. 

8pm,  $5.  Funk,  soul,  hip-hop,  reggae,  and  ’80s. 
Dhol  Patrol  Ashkenaz  8:30pm ,  $8.  Bhangra 
dance  lessons  and  DJs  Earflaps  and  Jimmy 
Love. 

I  Can  See  the  Cosmos  @seventeenth,  51017th 
St,  Oakl;  (510)  433-0577.  5pm-2am. 

Intrigue  Thursdays  Agave  Grill  and  Cantina, 
2033  N  Main,  Walnut  Creek;  www.in- 
trigueparty.com.  9pm-2am.  Hip-hop,  R8cB, 
and  reggaeton. 


Selector  Winter  Sessions  Jupiter.  8pm.  With 
the  Inneractive  Crew. 

So  What,  Let's  Party!  Ivy  Room.  10pm.  With 
DJ  Kool  Kyle  and  True  Justice. 

Stylus  Oasis  Bar,  135  12th  St,  Oakl; 
www.econ.net/events/ac.  10pm-2am,  $5.  Deep 
house  and  minimal  tech. 

White  Horse  Bar  8pm.  With  DJ  Tony-T. 


lSEBTIE 

Rock/blues/hip-hop 

Aphrodesia,  Pyeng  Threadgill  Elba  Room. 
10pm,  $10. 

Back  Pages  Johnny  Foley's.  9pm. 

Breakestra  DNA  Lounge.  9pm,  $20. 

Chixdiggit,  Groovle  Ghoulies,  Enemy  You,  Help 
Monkeys  Bottom  of  the  Hill.  9pm,  $8. 

Chow  Nasty,  Postcoitus,  Lord  Nasty,  Master 
Moth  Red  Devil  Lounge.  6pm,  $10.  Proceeds 
benefit  Michelle  Cable  and  DMBQ. 

Devil  Doll,  Struts  Parkside.  9pm,  $8. 

Los  Lobos,  Alejandro  Escovedo  Fillmore.  9pm, 
$32.50. 

Manic  Hispanic,  Time  Again,  Mercy  Killers 

Slims.  9pm,  $15. 

Michael  McIntosh  Rite  Spot.  9pm,  free. 

Mother  Hips,  Dean  Del  Ray  Great  American 
Music  Hall.  9pm,  $20. 

My  Barbarian,  Bubonic  Plague  Hemlock  Tav¬ 
ern.  9:30pm,  $6. 

Over  Commitments  Ireland’s  32.  9pm. 

Sermon,  Cuts  Knockout.  10pm-2am,  $5. 

Mick  Shaffer,  Faux  Brummels  Simple  Pleasures 
Cafe.  8pm. 

Angela  Strehli  Biscuits  and  Blues.  8:30  and 
10:30pm,  $15. 

Tussle,  Cold  War,  Very  Hush  Hush  Hotel  Utah 
Saloon.  9pm,  $7. 

Vinyl,  Honey  Island  Swamp  Band  Boom  Boom 
Room.  9:30pm,  $12. 

Von  Iva,  hey  willpower  Independent.  9pm,  $12. 

Bay  Area 

Abi  Yo  Yos,  Inspect  Her  Gadget,  Set  Off,  Pillow 
Fight,  Bandalism  924  Gilman.  8pm,  $5. 

Billy  C  Farlow  and  Rich  Kirch  Band,  EO  and 
friends  Uptown,  1928  Telegraph,  Oakl ;  (510) 
451-8100. 9pm,  $10. 

Tommy  Castro  Little  Fox,  2209  Broadway,  Red¬ 
wood  City;  (65 0)  369-4119. 9pm,  $22. 

Dave  Gleason’s  Wasted  Days  Ivy  Room.  10pm, 
$5-7. 

Jai  llttal  and  the  Pagan  Love  Orchestra  Ashke¬ 
naz.  9:30pm,  $18. 

Mundaze  Beckett's.  9:30pm. 

Synchosystem  Jupiter.  8pm. 

Jazz/new  music 

Amy  Greacen  Jazz  Ensemble  Catalyst  Cock¬ 
tails,  312  Harriet;  621-1^22.  6:30pm,  free. 
Donald  ‘Duck’  Bailey  Bacar.  9pm. 

Ben  Adams  Quintet  Club  Deluxe.  9pm,  free. 

Black  Market  Jazz  Orchestra  Top  of  the  Mark. 
9pm,  $10. 

Charles  Unger  Experience  with  Valencia  Les 

Joulins  Jazz  Bistro.  8pm. 

Chuck  Peterson  Sextet  Bird  and  Beckett  Book, 
2788  Diamond;  586-3733. 5:30pm,  free. 

Rennea  Couttnye  and  Ritmo  de  Cascabel  Red 

Poppy  Art  House  2698  Folsom;  826-2402.  8pm, 
$10. 

Dave  Parker  Quintet  Red  Rock,  699  Chenery; 

333-3030.  9pm,  free 

Dirty  Little  Secret  Plush  Room.  11pm. 

Ken  Fishier  Washington  Square  Bar  and  Grill. 
7pm. 

Josh  Jones  Cigar  Bar  and  Grill.  10pm,  $6. 

Paul  Kimura  Bistro  Clement,  127  Clement; 
387-6966. 6pm,  free. 

Mingus  Amungus  Jazz  at  Pearl’s.  9  and  1  lpm, 
$10-15. 

Nova  Jazz  Quartet  San  Francisco  Brewing 
Company,  155  Columbus;  434-3344. 10pm, 
free. 

Theresa  Rielly  Hotel  Rex,  56 2  Sutter;  433-4434. 
6pm ,  free. 

Richard  Crook  Jazz  Trio  Dogpatch  Saloon, 

2496  Third  St;  643-8592.  9pm,  free. 

Savanna  Jazz  Trio  Savanna  Jazz.  8pm. 

Eric  Shifrin  Fairmont,  950  Mason;  772-5000. 
7pm. 

Steve  Klawiter  Trio  Bistro  Boudin,  160  Jeffer- 
son;  928-1849.  6pm,  free. 

Terry  Disley  Experience  Experience  Shanghai 
1930.  8pm,  free. 

Continued  on  page  54 
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up  coming: 


TONIGHT!  -  Wednesday  12/14  9pm 

At  the  IVY  ROOM 
858  San  Pablo  Ave 


ment 


JESSE  DENATALE  w/  full  band 
Steve  Yerkey 


J® 

:*W: 

Now  it  seems  that  all  of  the  best  ones  have  been  driven  underground. 

If  there  is  a  leak  in  the  boiler  room,  it  is  the  music  of  Jesse  DeNatale,  a 
unique  and  original  American  voice.  -  Tom  Waits 


&OUJ&ON  erncr 
m  m  own 

2765  CLAVTOM  PD 
925-676-7272 

LOMMORI.COM  PRESENTS 


GLEN  MATLOCK 
&  THE  PHILISTINES 

(OF  THE  SEX  PISTOLS) 
DYNAMITE  8 
WIRE  GRAFFITI 
THE  TWOTS 


XRATED  PORNO 
MACHINE 
INDUBIOUS 
SACRED  DOG 

SAT  12/17 

AGENT  ORANGE 

UPCOMING  SHOWS 

1/7  PRIDE  &  JOY 
1/14  MONTROSE 
1/15  MICHAEL 
SCHENKER  GROUP 
2/3  PAT  TRAVERS 


A  JAPANESE  RESTAURANT 

\  J/  .  &  WORLD  CLASS 

YLsnU  JAZZHOUSE 

"  _  —  Open  for  Lunch 

^<^^pndoi's^*r*  &  Dinner  Daily 

'  Mon-Sat  shows  8PM  &  10PM 

Sunday  shows  2PM  &  8PM 


Discounted  tickets  for  select  late  shows! 
Sunday  2:00  PM  matinees! 


CHARLIE 
HUNTER 
TRIO 

|  featuring  John  Ellis 
&  Derrek  Phillips 

Frank  Jackson 
80th  Birthday  Party 


11th  Annum  African  Roots  of  Jah 
|  Youth  Arts  Benefit  Concert 

4th  Annual  Christmas  Show! 

Clairdee 


Latin  Jazz!  Dance  Floor  Open! 

El  Balajo 


Hammond  B-3  Organ  Group  CD  Release  Concert! 

David  K.  Mathews  Quartet 

Hot  Clur  of  San  Francisco 

AHMAD 
JAMAL 


Direct  from  Sweden! 

E.S.T. 


S 1 0  Embarcadero  West  •  Oakland 
(510)238-9200  •  www.yoshis.com 

Tickets  with  TicketWeb! 


ON  TELEGRAPH 

THU  12/15  STUDENT  NIGHT 

C„Spank 

PopHits  -  Dancehsll  -  HipHop 


FRI  12/16  Rap  /HipHop  $10 

Bumpin  Music  feat: 

JD  •  Dubb  tack  Music 
G-7  /  Butch  Caz 


2284  Shattuck  Ave 
Berkeley  (at  Bancroft) 
510.548.1159 


% 


MON  12/19  OPEN  MIC 

The  Songwriters  Symposium 

$3/general  $2/musicians  &  students 


With  guest  artists  tba 

3  Floors  -  Available  for  Parties 

catering  or  event  planning  Ro( 
www.blakesontelegraph.com 
2367  TelearaDh  Ave.Berkelev  848-0886 


3  CANDELA 

LIVE  SALSA 

Is  BLOWFLY 

1  FILTHY  FUNK  LEGEND 

PERFORMING  LIVE!!! 


It*.  JONATHON  MACK  PRESENTS: 

b  "ANIMAL  HOUSE” 

™  DJ’S  SOLARZULU 
DOUJA 

i  •  y  CLUB  HITS  ALL  NIGHT  LOKG! 

“KING  OF  KINGS” 

5!  W/  OJS  OF  &  SMOKY. 

reccae.  dancehall  roots 

l  LOVERS  ROCK 


|  TUE:  KARAOKE  -  8PM  /  FREE 

“VOTED  BEST  KAROKE  SPOT" 
(2003, 2004) 

I THUR:  NEWTRENDS  presents  360 
WITH  DJ  SHAG  SPINNING 
HIP  HOP,  REGGAE,  80'S,  AND  OID  SCHOOL 


COMING  UP 


IOrquestra  La  Verdad  12.21 
Agualibre  (form.  O-Maya)  12.23 
v  Years  Eve  w/  Lyrics  Born  III  I 


www.ticketweb.com 


LUKA’S 

TAPROOM  &  LOUNGE 


$S  before 

SlOafter  DJS  Wisdom  &  Jamo 


n  Closed  for  Private  Party  12/14 

WED  8pm  Next  Week  12/21 

no  cowr  DJs  VNA  &  D  Madness 

Special  guest  D)  Zita  (Sisters  in  Sound) 


THUR  9pm 


BROTHERS  &  SISTERS 
w /  DJs  DANIELA  &  DEDAN 

House,  Underground  Soul,  Dance  Music 


FRI  10pm 

SS  before  FLASHBACK  FRIDAYS* 

llpm  w /  DJs  SPAIR  &  PLATURN 

S10  after  j|s  Old  School,  Hip  Hop.  &  All  things  Funky 

•1st* 3rd  hi  ROCKER  T  &  SMOKE  ONE** 
—•2nd  &  -4tl|  /  Reggae.  Dancehall.  &  Hip  Hop 


wto^e 


‘i  Closed  for  Private  Party  12/17 

Next  Week  12/24 


SUN  9pm  DJs  TIM  D  &  WILLIE  MAZE 

no  cover  Hip  Hop  &  Old  School 


MON 


$1  OYSTERS  ALL  DAY 


TUE  9pm  WEEKLY  GUEST  DJs 

no  cover  Rock,  Classia  &  More 


222 1  Broadway  @  West  Grand 
Oakland  •  (510)  451.4677 
www.lukasoakland.com 


Southern  Style  Brunch 
w/  DJ  Wisdom  spinning  a  soulful  set  at  noon  | 

llam  to  3pm 


JvV 

ROOM 


WED  12/14  9PM 

JESSE  DENATALE  (W/FULL  BAND) 
STEVE  YERKEY 

THUR  12/15 

DJ  KOOL  KYLE 

INSPECTOR  DOUBLE  NEGATIVE 
&  THE  EQUAL  POSITIVES 

FRI  12/*  6 

HOLIDAY  TOY  DRIVE!!! 

(BRING  AN  UNWRAPPED  TOY 
&  GET  A  DISCOUNT  ON  COVER 
CHARGE) 

DAVE  GLEASON'S  WASTED  DAYS 

SAT  12/17 

MARK  HUMMEL  &  THE  BLUES 
SURVIVORS 

MARK'S  50TH  BIRTHDAY  BASH!!! 

SUN  12/19 

MEOW  MIX 
FEATURING  DJ  SHANTE 
OF  SOUNDBOUTIQUE 

TUE  1  2/20 

STEVE  FREUND  TRIO 
•f  SPECIAL  GUESTS 

WED  12/21 

DJ  DUDEBRO 

DANCE  PARTY 

(ERICA  OF  DEAD  HENSONS) 

UPCOMING  SHOWS: 

12/23  RUSTY  ZINN  BAND 
1  2/27  STEVE  FREUND  TRIO  + 
SPECIAL  GUESTS 
12/31  4TH  ANNUAL 
NEW  YEAR'S  EVE  SHOW 
CHUCK  PROPHET 
&  THE  MISSION  EXPRESS!!! 
W/SPECIAL  GUEST  OPENER  - 
JACKPOT 


WED  12/M 

FREE  ELECTRONIC  SHOW: 

BORNTOKiLL 

YOKO  SOLO.  CiRCOiT  73 

TOMBiSTROY 

THURS  12/15 

HARiSNA 

ONE  SiZE  FiTS  ALL 

AH  Ages  Show 

FRI  12/16 

THE  CRANKS 
FORiOOS  FEW 
TOKYO  COLD 

SAT  12/17 

DAMNWEEViL 
BROWN  RECLOSE 
CASUAL  LOST 

TUE  12/20 

BLUE  ROOTS 
W/  GUESTS 

WED  12/21 

GREG  ASHLEY 

2330 TELEGRAPH.  OAKLAND 
(5lom4-6I74-2l80VER 
WWW.STORKCUJeOAKL.AND.COM 
U-7PPL  HAPPY  HOUR  -  GAILY  DRINK  SPECIALS 
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FRESCO,  MASSIVE  SELECTOR,  AND  ROOT  DOWN  PRESENT 


*  .v  ****  1 

>'/ 


Vl 


— -  FEATURING*- 


BREAKESTRA  m 

CUT  CHEMIST 

OHMEGA  WATTS 

10PM  •  4AM 1 21  w /  ID  |  $15  PRESALES  $20  §  the  door 
tickets  available  @  massiveselector.com  |  fresco-style.com 

^  SS  «■? 


NIGHTCLUB  BAR&GRILL 

ALL  AGES/SMOKING  PATIO/PARKING 
IDO  CARGO  WAY.  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 
GET  TICKETS  At  WWW.POUNOSF.CCM 


FRi  DECEMBER  J.6TH 

STORY  TOLD 

W /  RED  HORIZON 
KARATE  HIGH  SCHOOL 
A  LIFE  IN  VAIN 
THE  PICTURE  THEORY 


WED  DECEMBER  UTH 

REFLUX 

W /  ANIMOSITY,  ED  GEIN 
AUGUST  BURNS  RED, 
HEAVY  HEAVY  LOW  LOW 


FRI  DECEMBER  ?>RD 

SAVAGE  PRODUCTIONS 
HOLIDAY  SHOW 

3  HOURS  OLD 

w/ SITTING  DUCKS, 
LAST  ALEXIC 
ALIAS  FOR  RELEASE 


THU  DECEMBER  22N0 

LOVE  HOPE 
AND  FEAR 

W /  LOOK  WHAT  I  DID 
CLENCHFIST 

ARSONISTS  GET  ALL  THE  GIRLS 


MON  JANUARY  2ND 

SCARS  OF 
TOMORROW 

W /  FINAL  BURDEN, MORIA 
AND  FREQUENCY  MURDER 


WED  DECEMBER  28TW 

TIME  FOR 
LIVING 

W /  DISPUTE,  STARTING  POINT 
SEIZE  THE  NIGHT,  MAIDA 


T1JE  JANUANRY  3RD 

BEAUTIFUL 

CREATURES 

W /  MOUTH  TO  MOUTH 
AND  SPECIAL  GUESTS 
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mUSiCiistings 

Friday  16 

From  page  52 

Wesla  Whitfield  New  Conversatory  Tlieatre 
Center ,  25  Van  Ness;  861-8972.  8pm. 

Gini  Wilson  Moose’s.  8pm. 

Bay  Area 

Charlie  Hunter  Trio  Yoshi’s.  8  and  10pm,  $22. 

Danny  Caron  Duo  Downtown.  9pm. 

Rhonda  Benin  and  Soulful  Strut  Anna's  Jazz  Is¬ 
land ,  2120  Allston  Way,  Berk;  (510)  841 -JAZZ. 
8pm. 

Scott  Amendola  Band,  Fragment,  Noah  Philips 

Starry  Plough.  9:30pm,  $7. 

Wayward  Monks  Epic  Arts  Studios,  1923  Ashby, 
Berk;  (510)  644-2204.  8pm,  $5-10  suggested  do¬ 
nation. 

Folk/world/country 

Shelby  Ash  Plough  and  Stars.  9pm. 

Georges  Lammam  Ensemble  Pena  PachuMa- 
ma.  8:30pm,  $12. 

Live  Brazilian  music  El  Rincon.  9pm,  $10. 
Santero  Pier  23.  9pm,  $5. 

Bay  Area 

Dexter  Ardoin  and  His  Zydeco  Band  Eagles 
Hall,  2305  Alameda,  Alameda;  (415)  285-6285. 
9pm,  $15. 

‘Barbary  Coast  Night’  Cafe  Raphael’s,  10064 
San  Pablo,  El  Cerrito;  (510)  525-4227.  7pm. 

Cowpokes  for  Peace  /I  Cuppa  Tea,  3202  Col 
lege ,  Oakl;  (510)  420-0196.  7pm,  free. 

David  Gans,  Mario  DeSio,  Jeff  Pehrson  Nomad 
Cafe,  6500  Shattuck,  Oakl;  (510)  595-5344. 
7:30pm,  free. 

Jai  Uttal  and  the  Pagan  Love  Orchestra  Ashke- 
naz.  9:30pm,  $18. 

Al  Stewart  Freight  and  Salvage  Coffee  House. 
8pm,  $25.50. 

Tito  y  SU  Son  La  Pena  Cultural  Center.  9pm, 
$12. 

Dance  clubs 

African  Dance  Mission  Baobab.  10pm,  $3. 
Zouk,  Soukous,  Mapuka,  and  Rai  with  DJ 
Marco  and  guests. 

An  Bodhran  668  Haight;  431-4724.  10pm-2am, 
free.  House,  funk,  and  soul  with  DJ  Seamie. 
Argus  Lounge  9pm.  With  DJ  Matto. 

Ballroom  and  Swing  Dance  Party  Metronome 
Dance  Center.  8pm,  $15:  ballroom  dance  les¬ 
son  followed  by  a  dance  party.  9pm,  $12: 

Metro  swing  party. 

Beyond  Ent  Harry  Denton’s  Rouge,  1500  Broad¬ 
way;  346-7683.  9:30pm-2am,  $15.  Top  40  and 
house  with  DJs  Andrew  B  and  MajestiChris. 
Blow  Up  Rickshaw  Stop.  10pm,  $7.  Indie,  pop, 
disco,.and  noir  with  DJ  Jefrodisiac. 

Casa  Madrone  Lounge.  9pm ,  $4.  International 
music  with  DJ  Papi  Chocolate  and  guests. 

Club  Judah  Jelly’s.  10pm,  $5.  Dancehall,  dub, 
lovers  rock,  and  roots  with  Orquesta 
Boringuen  and  DJ  Fab  Fred. 

The  Deacon  Skylark.  9pm- 2am,  free.  Old- 
school  hip-hop  and  dance  tracks  with  Dj  Kyle. 
Desire  Fluid  Ultra  Lounge,  662  Mission;  615- 
6888,  www.fluidsf.com.  10pm,  $10-15.  With  DJ 
Solomon. 

DJ  Seven’s  Magic  Carpet  Ride  Le  Colonial,  20 
Cosmo  PI;  931-3600. 10pm-2am,  $10.  With  DJ 
Seven  and  guests. 

Don’t  Stop  Amnesia.  9pm.  Funk,  R&B,  old- 
school  rap,  and  soul  with  DJs  Hopper  and 
Brother  Pate. 

Dragon  Bar  473  Broadway;  834-9383.  8pm- 
2am,  $10,  free  before  10pm.  House,  hip-hop, 
Latin,  jazz,  and  classic  dance  mixes  with  Ean 
Golden. 

Drinks  On  Us  Club  LaMia,  3910  Geary;  (925) 
565-5594.  9pm-2am.  Hip-hop,  R&B,  and  reg¬ 
gae  with  DJ  Mind  Motion,  Rum,  and  SI. 
Electric  Relaxation  Nickie’s  BBQ.  10pm-2am, 
$5.  Classic  hip-hop,  soul,  funk,  ’80s,  and  party 
jams  with  DJs  Pele,  Mizzo,  and  guests. 

Fag  Fridays  Endup.  10pm-6am,  $8.  With  resi¬ 
dents  Rolo,  David  Harness,  and  Pete  Avila, 
Neon  Leon,  and  weekly  guests. 

Freaky  Fridays  EZ5  682  Commercial;  362- 
9321.  6-10pm,free.  Old-school,  nu-skool,  and 
more. 

Harry  Denton’s  Starlight  Room  Midnight,  $5. 
With  DJ  Sammi. 

House  Broken  Luna  lounge,  1192  Folsom; 
www.elevateevents.com.  10pm-3am,  $5-10. 
Breaks,  2-step,  dub,  ragga,  Latin,  hip-hop,  and 
more. 


House  of  Voodoo  11  Pirata,  2007 16th  St;  626- 
2626.  10pm,  $5-7.  Death  rock,  gothic,  punk, 
glam,  and  ’80s  with  DJs  Voodoo,  Jezzebella, 
and  Purgatory. 

Lab  Sessions  Milk.  8pm-2am.  With  under¬ 
ground  East  Coast  and  local  DJs.  Latin  Bay 
Area  Glas  Kat.  9pm.  Salsa,  merengue,  reggae- 
ton,  bachata,  rock  en  Espanol,  Latin  pop, 
Mexican,  hip-hop,  R&B,  and  old-school  with 
Tony  O,  Radio  Activo,  Chuy  Gomez,  DJ 
Mauricio,  and  Santiago. 

Levende  Lounge  1710  Mission ;  864-5585, 
www.levendesf.com.  6- 10pm:  with  live  per¬ 
formance  by  Acoustic  Sneaky.  10pm:  “Fabu¬ 
lous!,”  with  Chad  Mitchell,  Uncle  Larry,  and 
Tal  M.  Klein. 

Lingba  Lounge  9pm-2am,  free.  Latin  house. 
Magnet  Lounge  1402  Grant;  271-5760. 10pm- 
2am.  Hip-hop,  trip-hop,  funk,  soul,  and  new 
wave  with  DJ  Defunkt. 

Master  Blaster  Delirium.  10pm.  Punk  rock. 
Mood  Swing  Eastside  West,  3154  Fillmore;  885- 
4000.  9pm,  free.  Rare  grooves,  Latin  funk, 
soul,  reggae,  and  hip-hop  with  DJs  J.  Dia¬ 
mond,  Precise,  and  guests. 

Quench  Fridays  Club  Q,  61  Golden  Gate; 
www.freepartysf.com.  9pm.  With  various  resi¬ 
dent  DJs  spinning  music  in  three  rooms. 
Remedy  DNA  Lounge.  Wpm-5am,  $15.  House, 
garage,  atmospheric  soul,  and  urban  grooves. 
Revival  Bender’s,  806  South  Van  Ness;  824- 
1800.  9pm-2am.  Nu-post-pop-punk-wave; 
Rewind  Element  Lounge.  9pm-2am.  With 
Steve  Masters  and  Brian  Raffi. 

Shadowpiay  Stud.  9pm-3am,  $5.  Indie,  new 
wave,  electro,  and  disco  punk  with  DJ  Don- 
imo. 

Square  Ruby  Skye.  9pm-3am,  $25.  Deep, 
funky  progressive  house  and  trance. 

Swing  at  Seven  SF  LGBT  Community  Center, 
1800  Market;  305-8242, 
www.queerjitterbugs.com.  7-  10pm,  $5-7. 
Weekly  swing  dance  club. 

Sublounge  9pm-2am,  $5.  With  Inneractive 
Crew  and  friends. 

Suite  0ne80ne  9pm-4am,  $20.  With  DJs. 

Tema  El  Rio.  I0pm-2am,  $5.  Soca,  reggaeton, 
bhangra,  salsa,  merengue,  Afrobeat,  salsa, 
samba,  bhangra,  reggaeton,  soca,  and  more. 
Velvet  Lounge  9pm,  $10.  With  DJ  Manny 
Perez. 

Wish  1539  Folsom ;  278-9474.  6-10pm,  free: 
“Om  Happy  Hour,”  with  Om  Records  crew. 
“Deep  House  Project,”  10pm-2am,  free:  deep 
house  with  Carlos  and  crew. 

The  X  715  Harrison;  www.sfclubs.com.  9:30pm- 
2:30am.  House  with  DJ  Paolo. 

Bay  Area 

Club  Trenz  Simone’s  Jazz  and  Old  Cabaret,  377 
Second  St,  Jack  London  Square,  Oakl;  http:// 
emoneypresen  ts.  com/ 

clubtrenzguestvoucher.htm.  I0pm-2am.  Hip- 
hop,  R&B,  soul,  and  old-school. 

Kingman’s  Lucky  Lounge  5-8pm,free.  With  DJ 
JRs.  “Free  Flo  Fridays,”  9pm-2am.  With  DJs 
AJB,  Rawman,  Robynn,  and  guests. 

Old  Skool  Corner  seventeenth ,  510  17th  St, 
Oakl;  (510)  433-0577.  9pm.  Old-school  from 
the  ’80s  and  beyond. 

Tiger  Lounge  Golden  Bull.  9pm.  With  All  Pur¬ 
pose  DJs. 

White  Horse  Bar  8pm.  With  DJ  Eclat. 


Saturday  17 


Rock/blues/hip-hop 

Anxious  Me,  Hills,  Koi,  Mr.  Byrnes  Bottom  of 
the  Hill.  9pm,  $10. 

Garrin  Benfield  and  friends,  Four  Year  Bender 

Independent.  9pm,  $12. 

Flakes,  Pyroclastics,  Del  Lames  Parkside.  9pm, 
$7.  See  8  Days  a  Week,  page  48. 

Hightower,  Gift  of  Goats  Hemlock  Tavern. 
9:30pm,  55. 

Hijack  the  Dispo,  Empty  Rooms,  Cold  War 
Kids,  Anamude  Hotel  Utah  Saloon.  9pm,  56. 
Joe  Bagale  Band,  Anna  Becky,  Katy  J,  Victoria 
George  Cafe  du  Nord.  8:30pm,  $10. 

Jordan  Knight,  Bryan  Abrams,  Jeff  Timmons 
Red  Devil  Lounge.  8pm,  $25,  $50  for  post-per¬ 
formance  meet  and  greet.  See  8  Days  a  Week, 
page  48. 

Cathy  Lemons,  Johnny  Ace  Blues  Band  Bis¬ 
cuits  and  Blues.  8:30  and  10:30pm,  $12.50. 

Los  Lobos,  Reckless  Kelly  Fillmore.  9pm, 
$32.50. 

Mem  Shannon  and  the  Membership,  Gum 


Garage  Boom  Boom  Room.  9:30pm,  $10. 

Mother  Hips,  Court  and  Spark,  Amy  Cooper 

Great  American  Music  Hall.  9pm,  $20. 
Skindivers  Johnny  Foley’s.  9pm. 

Southern  Culture  on  the  Skids,  Weary  Boys 

Slim’s.  9pm,  $16. 

Stormdrain,  Texas  Thieves,  Twots  and  the  La- 
trells  Knockout.  9pm,  $4. 

They  Call  Me  Lucky  Simple  Pleasures  Cafe. 

8pm,  free. 

Tom  Jonesing  Ireland’s  32.  9pm. 

True  Margrit  Pound-SF.  9pm. 

Bay  Area 

Brazuca  Brown  Jupiter.  8pm. 

Mark  Hummel  and  Blues  Survivor  Ivy  Room. 
10pm,  $7. 

Iron  Lung,  Unperson,  Laudanum,  Times  of 
Desperation,  Skinned  Alive  924  Gilman.  8pm, 

55. 

K2,  Matt  Thomas  Band,  Cyn  Project  Uptown, 
1928  Telegraph,  Oakl;  (510)  451-8100.  9pm, 

$8. 

Nicole  McRory  Beckett’s.  9:30pm. 

Moot  Davis  and  the  Cool  Deal,  77  El  Deora 

Starry  Plough.  9:30pm,  $8. 

Roy  Rogers,  Norton  Buffalo  Little  Fox,  2209 
Broadway,  Redwood  City ;  (650)  369-4119. 

8pm,  $20. 

Shiny  Toy  Guns,  Agency,  Bi  Polar  Blakes. 

8:30pm,  $10. 

Jazz/new  music 

Vijay  Anderson  Bacar.  9pm. 

Don  Asher,  Waldo  Carter  Moose’s.  8pm. 

Bill  ‘Doc’  Webster  Band  Les  Joulins  Jazz  Bistro. 
8pm. 

Black  Market  Jazz  Orchestra  Top  of  the  Mark. 
9pm,  $10. 

Cotton  Candy  Red  Poppy  Art  House,  2698  Fol¬ 
som;  826-2402.  8pm,  $10. 

Dirty  Little  Secret  Plush  Room.  1  lpm. 

Donald  Bailey  Quartet  Savannl i  Jazz.  8pm. 

Paul  Kimura  Bistro  Clement,  127  Clement; 
387-6966.  6pm,  free. 

Veronica  Klaus  Michael’s  Octavia  Lounge,  1772 
Market;  863-3690.  10:30pm,  $8. 

Live  jazz  Caffe  d’Melanio,  1314  Ocean;  333- 
3665.  7pm. 

Mingus  Amungus  Jazz  at  Pearl's.  9  and  1  lpm, 
$10-15. 

Nick  Rossi  Set  Club  Deluxe.  9pm,  $5. 

Brad  Niven  Washington  Square  Bar  and  Grill. 
7pm. 

Eric  Shifrin  Fairmont,  950  Mason;  772-5000. 
7pm. 

Steve  Klawiter  Trio  Bistro  Boudin,  160  Jeffer¬ 
son;  928-1849.  6pm,  free. 

Tito  y  SU  Son  de  Cuba  Cigar  Bar  and  Grill 
10pm,  $7. 

Wesla  Whitfield  New  Conversatory  Theatre 
Center,  25  Van  Ness;  861-8972.  8pm. 

Bay  Area 

Charlie  Hunter  Trio  Yoshi’s.  8and  I Opm,  $22. 

David  K.  Matthews  Duo  Downtown.  9pm. 

Fred  Randolph  Jazz  Group  Albatross  Pub. 
9:30pm,  $3. 

Mai  Sharpe  and  Big  Money  in  Jazz  Sanchez 
Concert  Hall.  7:30pm. 

Moeklkestra,  Weasel  Walter  Trio  21  Grand. 
9ptn,  $6-10  sliding  scale. 

Robin  Gregory  and  Max  Perkoff  Trio  Anna's 
Jazz  Island,  2120  Allston  Way,  Berk;  (510)  841- 
JAZZ.  8pm. 

Quanti  Bomani  Linen  Life  Park  Avenue,  1375 
Park,  Emeryville;  (510)  601-5550. 8:30pm,  $20. 

Folk/world/country 

Fito  Reinoso  and  Sukay  Pena  PachaMama. 
8:30pm,  $11. 

Jimbo  Trout  and  the  Fishpeople  Bender’s  Bar 
and  Grill,  806  S  Van  Ness;  824-1800.  9pm,  $5. 
Klez-X  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  8: 15pm,  $18. 

Native  Elements  Pier  23. 10pm. 

Open  mic  Red  Vic  Peace  Center,  1665  Haight; 
S64-1978. 8:30pm,  free. 

Pepe  Romero  Herhst  Theatre,  401  Van  Ness; 
392-4400.  8pm. 

Rusty  Evans  and  the  Ring  of  Fire  Plough  and 
Stars.  9pm. 

Bay  Area 

Sarah  Lee  Bullock  Julie’s  Coffee  and  Tea  Gar¬ 
den,  1223  Park,  Alameda;  (510)  865-2385. 

8pm,  free. 

Caribbean  Allstars  Ashkenaz.  9:30pm,  $11-13. 

Continued  on  page  57 


HAPPY  HOUR  TUE-SUN  5PM-9PM 

S2.5D  WtLL/PIHTS...GUIHESS  HEATH)  PATIO 


WED 

12/14 

MAD/LOVE, 

GDIDA  SUPERNOVA 

(HARD  ROCK)  9PM  $6 

THUR 

12/15 

DONKEY  BABY  ART  HOUSE 
FILMS  AND  DJ’S 

$2  9:30  PM 

FRI 

12/16 

FREE  OYSTERS  ON  THE  HALF  SHELL  5:30 

TIMA  EXTRA  VIRGIN 
GLOBAL  REATS 

DJ  AMAR 
&  DJ  SURESH 

9PM  $5 

SAT 

12/17 

MOBILE  ESTATES, 

UEAVY  HINDENBURG 
&  WENTSLER 

WILGING 

(ROCK)  9PM  $7 

SUN 

12/18 

CLOSED  TILL  NEW  YEARS 

SAT 

12/31 

NEW  YEARS  EVE  MANGO 

DJ’S  TRILEE,  EDAJ  &  OLGA  SPIN 

HIP-HOP,  DANCEHALL,  SALSA.  ' 
MERENGUE,  SOMBA  &  RAGGAETON 

"BEST  SALSA  CLUB"  -BAY  guardian 


New  Years  Eve 
Bash  2006! 

featuring  Live 
Entertainment 
with 

Orquesta 
Borinquen 
&  Rumba  Cafe 


Make  your  New  Years 
Resolutions 
at  Roccapulco 
Welcome  2006! 

For  Reservations 
415-648-6611 

FREE  Salsa  Lessons 


with  paid  admission  to  the  dab! 
Wednesday,  Friday,  &  Saturday 


3140  MISSION  STREET 
@  CEASAR  CHAVEZ,  SF 

www.ROCCAPULCO.com 
FOR  INFO  CALL  415.648.6611 
AVAILABLE  FOR  PRIVATE  EVENTS 


JACKS 

Mens  clothing  &  denim. 


Modern  Amusement  *  Theory  Cashmere  *  DiFini 


JACKS  &  JACKS  DENIM 

2260  &  2258  CHESTNUT  STREET  (SCOTT  X  PIERCE) 

415.567.3673 

MONDAY  -  SATURDAY  10:30AM-6:30PM,  SUNDAY  12-5PM 


PJa-, 

jfsj, 

<fe 

records 


THU , DEC .22. 2005 ,  8pm 
CAFE  DU  NORD 

2170  Market  Street,  San  Francisco 

BEAT  BOX 


BA.3L.ICA.lSr 

special  guest  DJ  GARTH  TRINIDAD 
of  KCRW's  Chocolate  City 

$  1  2  advance  /  $  1  5  door  (  18+) 

advance  tickets:  tktktktk.com 


Turn  the  Festival  of  Lights  into  the 
Festival  of  Rights  with  a.  unique  menorah- 
lighting  by  local  social  justice  activists,, 
and  party  late  into  the  night  with  global 
funk  collective  Balkan  Beat  Box. 


present: 

vodka  latka! 


part  of  the  Festival  of  Rights 


whw. ba 1 kanbea tbox . com 


Balkan  Beat  Box  is  a  band  of  New  Yorkers. 
Israelis.  Africans,  and  Bulgarians  who  throw 
their  individual  histories  and  identities 
into  a  collective  melting  pot  and  pull  out 
the  most  original,  ethnic  dance  music  you've 
ever  heard.  Blending  electronic  with  hard- 
edged  folk  music  from  the  Balkans,  North 
Africa,  and  the  Middle  East,  they  are 
equally  influenced  by  Boban  Markovic,  Rachid 
Taha.  Manu  Chao  and  Charlie  Parker.  Theirs 
is  a  sound  collage  that  needs  to  be 
experienced  to  be  believed. 

"A  magnificent  mash  up  melding  music  from 
every  conceivable  corner  of  the  globe  and 
its  history."  -  Chicago  Sun  Times 


0pja 


Progressive 
lewlsh  Alliance 


www.ifjostice.org 

Jewish  fundS  for  Justice  mobilizes  the  resources 
ot  American  Jewry  to  combat  the  root  causes  of 
domestic  economic  and  social  injustice. 


www.pjaflrance.org 

Progressive  Jewish  Alliance  is  California's  leading 
Jewish  activist  organization  focusing  on  critical 
social,  economic  and  restorative  justice  issues. 


UUMP 

wwwjdubreconfs.org 
JOub  Records  is  a  not-for-profit  record  and 
event  production  company  for  innovative 
Jewish  music  and  cross-cultural  dialogue 
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EVERY  TUESDAY 


TWe  BEAT  LOUNGE 

EVERY  TUESDAY  AT  THE  SOCIAL  CLUB 


VINROC,  SHORTKUT 
SWIFTROCK,  MR.  E. 
&  FRANBOOGIE 
FREE! 

SHOW  STARTS  "  9P 


WEDNESDAY  12/16 


80*19  Bong 
Cltzen  lO,  Collin  White. 


Villon 

Jpofnee 


Willow,  &  8en  Maybe 

Abstract  Hip-Hop  I  Free! 


THURSDAY  12/17 


Drum’n’Bass  Maddness 
Koda  vs.  choppa, 
Saiskl  vs.  Frankie 
Monk  vs.  Kinetik, 
Yalun,  Journee 
legal  ill  alien 
FREE! 


FRIDAY  12/18 


M3,  GALEN,  NICK  CHACONA  (nyc), 
ANTONIO,  BOC  fU.  RUE6EN. 
ALVARO  8  PERRY 
_ *5  b4  10:30pm,  SMO  after 

SATURDAY  12/19 


Scots  League  Beneift 

$5 


LIVE  JAZZ 


AT  BISTRO  YOFFI 
OPEN  MIC  Every 
Wednesday  8-11:30 
with  Dee  Spencer  Trio 

DECEMBER 

Thu.  &  Fri.  7:30-11:30 

12/15 

Jesse  Foster 
&  Friends 

12/16 

Robert  Stewart 
12/22 

Lonnie  Tuck 


12/23 

X-mas  Party 
w /  Larry  Vann 

Full  Bar  •  Restaurant 
Heated  Garden 

415.885.5133 


2231  Chestnut  St. 
San  Francisco 


-BOOM  BOON  BOON 

San  Francisco's  Wowe  +o  Aiv/e  Roots  Music 

1601  FILLMORE  ST.  SUN  FRANCISCO  (415)  673-8000 


WEDNESDAY,  12/14:  (BluesRotkBoogie)  $7  (adv)| 
John  Lee  Hookers  & 

Commander  Cody's  Band  Members: 

*FARL0W-KIRCH  BAND* 

(RICH  KIRCH  &  BILLY  C.  FARL0W) 

“The  bold,  soulful  lyrics  and  streaming  harmonica  of 
Farlow,  toupled  with  the  wailing  electric  guitar  riffs  of 
Kirch  create  a  driving  rhythmic  force  that  interweaves 
an  eclectic  blend  of  traditional  blues  and  Southern-fried 
rockabilly,  celebrating  Americana  roots  styles  with 
foot-stomping  vigor.  Farlow  is  noted  for  his  nine-year 
career  as  Commander  Cody  while  Kirch's  credits  include 
a  13-year  career  as  the  late  John  Lee  Hooker's  lead 
guitarist  and  band  leader.  The  two  musical  veterans 
honed  their  chops  in  the  ‘60s  and  70s  hotbeds  of  blues 
revived  Chicago  and  Detroit,  emulating  such  legends  as 
Howlin’  Wolf,  Hound  Dog  Taylor,  and  James  Cotton  and 
collaborating  with  such  masters  as  John  Lee  Hooker, 
Sippie  Wallace,  Big  Joe  Williams,  Junior  Wells,  and 
Charlie  Musselwhite" 


THURSDAY.  12/15:  (Old-SchoolFunkSoul)  $7 

GR00VUS' 

PLUS:  *FUNKANAUTS*  (OPEN) 

“Old  School  Funk  &  Soul  with  a  New  School  Twist" 


FRIDAY.  12/16:  (FunkLatinR&B)  $12 
San  Francisco's  -  SuperGroovers: 

*VINYL* 

PLUS:  ‘SPECIAL  GUESTS* 

The  8-piece,  San  Francisco-based  Vinyl  is  a  band 
dedicated  to  making  people  dance.  Mixing  funk, 
reggae,  Latin  beats,  and  R&B,  Vinyl's  mission  is  to 
produce  infectious  grooves  that  get  the  party  going 
and  make  it  like  it  won’t  stop! 


SATURDAY,  12/17:  (New  Orleans  FunkBlues)  $10 
Direct  From  New  Orleans: 

*MEM  SHANNON* 

&  THE  MEMBERSHIP 

“Shannon's  latest  (and  greatest)  CD,  Spend  Some  Time 
with  Me,  further  refines  his  take  on  Modern  Urban 
Blues:  heavily  spiced  with  funk  and  jazz  movements  and 
as  smooth  as  a  Saturday  night  silk  suit."  OffBeat 


SUNDAY,  12/18:  (Country-Swamp-Blues)  FREE 
’NO  COVER  SUNDAYS’  Presents: 

*H0NEY  ISLAND  SWAMP  BAND* 

Featuring:  CHRIS  MULE  (Gtr/Kirk  Joseph,  Eric  Lindeli) 
AARON  WILKINSON  (Bass  &  Mandolin) 

SAM  PRICE  (Bass/Otra) 


MONDAY.  12/19:  CLOSED  on  MONDAYS 


TUESDAY.  12/20:  (Afrobeat)  $5 
Resident  Tuesdays  With: 

*AFR0BEAT  NATION* 

House  Of  International  Music 
featuring:  DJ  JEREMIAH* 
featuring: 

*MANICAT0* 

(5-Piece  Latin  Afro-Funk  Band) 

"’Plus  Special  Guests'” 

1601  FILLMORE  ST.  AT  GEARY,  SAN  FRANCISCO 

(41 5)  673-8000  www.boomboomblues.com 
ADV.  TICKETS  AVAILABLE  @  www.boomboomtickets.com 
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330 

RITCH  STREET 

THURSDAY  12/15 10PM  18+  BRITPOP/INDIE/ 
NEW  WAVE/POST  PUNK/60  S  SOUL 

8.5 i|CT|; S J: !”s :f  |! :j"-: a  53™ 

::  si  bp.  frasrtiro  i  prcrwf  WjMcxifc 

DJS  NAKO.  AARON  &  DISCO  SHAWN 
PERFORMING  LIVE: 

THE  COLOUR 


FRIDAY  12/16  -  PRIVATE  HOLIDAY  PARTY 
SATURDAY  12/17  -  PRIVATE  HOLIDAY  PARTY 
UPCOMING: 

FRIDAY  12/23  -  7-10PM,  21+.  NO  COVER. 

HOLIDAY  GATHERING  OF  THE  GEARHEADS 

F-1,  RALLY.  SPORTSCAR, 

MOTORCYCLE  &  SCOOTER  ENTHUSUIASTS 
COME  DOWN  &  MINGLE  WITH  LIKE  MINDED  FOLK. 
-ALL  PINTS  S3. 

-GREAT  VINTAGE  VIDEOS  &  TON'S  OF  XMAS  CHEER! 
-SPONSORED  BY  WORKS  &  330  RITCH  STREET. 
-CHECK  OUT  THE  WORKS  TIME  ATTACK  WINNING 

_ EVQ(450HP/AWD! _ 

BOOK  YOUR  PARTY  NOW! 

-FULL  SERVICE  EVENT  &  CATERING  FACILITIES  FOR  UP  TO 
@300-PPL. 

-TWO  BARS,  POOL  TABLE.  4  SCREENS  &  PROFESSIONAL 
SOUND  &  LIGHTING  EQUIPMENT. 

-WEDDING  RECEPTIONS.  PRODUCT  LAUNCHES. 
REUNIONS.  ETC.  CALL@  415.541.9530 
Oil  Townsend  between  3rd  &  4th  (1  block  iromPacBell  Park) 
41 5-541  -9574  vuww.330ritchstreet.com 

.  Evening  Hours;  W-F  from  5pm;  Sa-Su  from  10pm  , 
L.  Happy  Hour  W-F  5-7pm  all  draft  pints  S3  •  S3  cosmopolitans  ^ 


THURSDAY  DECEMBER  15TH 


MONEY$HOT 


MILK  (1840  HAIGHT/STANYAN) 


ENKI  &  Platurn 

Collaborating  live  on  4  turntables 

9PM-2AM  COVER  $5  A 


=R  16TH 

FUTUI 

RE  PRIMITIVE 

1 1 :  i  r«i :  i 

10  VFJfff  JtNItffVFffMffV  OfUm 

@  Mighty  119  Utah  st.  in  SF 


Featuring  the  reunion  of: 

DJ  Z  Trip  &  Radar 

special  guests  arts  in  motion  string  quartets 

DJ  Faust  &  Shortee 


A  multimedia 

performance  piece  Featuring: 

Doze  Green  and  FPS  video  crew 


collaborating  live: 

FPS  Dj’s  and  special  guests 

advanced  tickets  available  at: 

•  FPS  headquarters 

•  www.ticketweb.com 


■  NOW  IN  THE  FPS  GALLERY  ■ 
Miketiianr 

Sweet  Sixteen 

Featuring  all  new  artwork  from  renowned 
graffiti  legend/  tattoo  artist  Mike  “Giant” 


HEADQUARTERS 

Gallery  Hours 
12-7  pm  Monday-Thursday 
11-7:30  pm  Friday-Sunday 

New  Limited  edition  print  available  from  Mike  “Giant” 

Come  shop  at  Headquarters  for  a  solid 
selection  of  Mix  CD's,  Dancehall  45's, 
White  Labels,  Urban  Apparel,  art 
supplies,  limited  edition  prints,  and 
other  treats  from  the  FPS  art  collective. 


FPS  HEADQUARTERS 

597  Haight  Street  @  Steiner 
TEL:  415.551.2328 
www.FUTURPRIMITIVESOUND.com 
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Alco-holidazical 

By  Marke  B. 

Are  ya  freakin’  out  yet?  It’s  that  time  of  year,  “the  holidays,”  with  all  its 
attendant  whoosh  and  frazzle,  when  club  kids  like  us  have  to  finally 
face  the  dire  facts  of  family  (blood-  or  bar-related)  and  their  cuddly 
spawn.  Many  are  worked  up  into  a  frenzy  about  what  to  give  an  1 1  -year- 
old  boy  that  won’t  make  them  seem  too  perverted.  (Hint:  no  Condoleezza  Rice 
blow-up  dolls.  I  found  out  the  hard  way.)  Others  nervously  envision  running  out 
of  Xanax,  as  a  raft  of  blitzed  bald  uncles  asks  them  why  they  don’t  have  girl¬ 
friends.  And  then  there’s  all  that  visible  confrontation  with  what  your  elder  self 
might  look  like,  especially  if  you  don’t  lay  off  the  sauced-up  eggnog.  Oh,  it's  a 
magical  time.  Whatever  happened  to  silent  nights  spent  waltzing  with  imagi¬ 
nary  sugarplum  fairies? 

Plus,  there's  the  huge  onslaught  of  fabulous  parties.  There’s  just  too  gull- 
dang  many.  At  one  of  the  eight  bars  I  went  to  last  Saturday,  I  misremember 
which  one  exactly  (ah,  the  titubating  life  of  a  club  columnist),  I  must  have 
looked  like  a  tweaker  hooker  caught  in  the  squad  car's  headlights.  A  dear 
friend  approached  me  with  a  much-needed  shot  of  Fernet,  saying,  “Girl,  you 
look  like  too  many  things.  Gulp  this  down  and  close  your  eyes  a  little."  Whew! 

But  you're  way  too  busy  trying  on  goofy  holiday  outfits  to  be  troubled  with 
lii’  ol’  me  and  my  IiV  ol’  “alleged"  drinking  problem.  I've  got  a  (dubious)  job  to 
do,  which  is  to  guide  you  through  the  season  in  winning  style.  Here  are  my 
first-round  draft  picks  for  upcoming  holiday  and  New  Year's  parties.  If  you  see 
me  passed  out  in  a  velvet  booth  somewhere,  please  just  throw  a  fake-fur  coat 
over  my  dribbly  ass  and  try  to  keep  it  to  yourself,  ’k? 

Why  don't  we  start  where  everything  ends:  death.  That's  a  tad  severe!  But 
I  gotta  admit  I  love  the  goth  kids  (mostly  because  it’s  so  unpopular  to  do  so), 
and  the  Death  Guild  Christmas  Night  Party  at  DNA  Lounge  is  one  ghouly  get- 
down  no  one  stuck  in  the  city  for  Christmas  should  miss.  Death  Guild's  the 
Bay  Area  goth  scene's  ground  zero,  which  has  been  going  on  every  Monday 
night  for  well  nigh  a  decade.  Now  that  goths  have  a  sense  of  humor  and  are 
adding  synth  pop  oddities  to  their  delectably  morbid  purview,  the  Christmas- 
night  party  promises  to  be  a  true  Tim  Burton-esque  romp.  They’ll  kill  me  for 
saying  that. 

Speaking  of  too  much  makeup:  I’ve  been  a  fan  of  postapocalyptic  drag- 
cabaret  act  Kiki  and  Herb  since  they  were  young  pups  gadding  about  Josie’s 
Cabaret  in  the  Castro.  (That’s  right,  the  Castro  used  to  have  a  cabaret.  I  can 
only  imagine  what  they'd  be  showing  nowadays.  “The  Manhunt  Follies”?  “36 
Hours  at  Pottery  Barn:  The  Musical”?  “Songs  of  Squealing  Cell  Queens”?) 

Kiki’s  a  well-salted,  boozy  chanteuse  who  rips  psychotically  into  rusty  rendi¬ 
tions  of  current  pop  songs.  And  Herb  is  her . . .  pianist.  They’re  performing  two 
shows  on  New  Year’s  Eve  at  the  Herbst  Theatre,  and  all  the  cool  kids  are  going 
—  so  there. 

Where  they’re  going  afterward  is  still  a  bit  up  in  the  air.  So  far  there’s  high- 
flyin’  drag  diva  Miss  Juanita  More’s  “official  Kiki  and  Herb  after-party”  New 
Year’s  celebration  at  the  long-neglected  Mars  Bar,  with  DJ  Pinky  Ring  and 
Derek  B.,  and  enough  hip,  gyrating  young  men  to  drop  your  balloon.  But,  did 
someone  say  “bouncy  castle”?  Gay  promoters  Jeff  and  Gary,  the  guys  behind 
clubs  like  Drunk  and  Horny  at  Underground  SF  (and  infinite  scandalous  hot-tub 
after-parties)  are  taking  over  Pound-SF  that  night  as  well,  promising  a  huge 
carnival-like  atmosphere  and  all-night  orgiastic  bacchanalia  with  an  even 
younger  hip,  gyrating  crowd.  Best  bet  is  to  go  to  both  parties  and  get  two  eye¬ 
fuls.  But  for  gad  sakes,  don’t  drive.  And  don’t  get  in  the  bouncy  castle  after  any 
champagne  cocktaite! 

There’s  a  ton  more  great  parties,  of  course.  Stay  tuned  for  more  picks  in  a 
couple  of  weeks.  See  ya  in  the  slush!  ❖ 

Death  Guild  Christmas  Night  Party  takes  place  Dec.  25,  9:30  p.m.-closing, 
DNA  Lounge,  375  11th  St.,  SF.  $5.  (415)  626-1409,  www.deathguild.com. 

Death  Guild  takes  place  Mondays,  9:30  p.m.-2:30  a.m.,  Glas  Kat,  520 
Fourth  St.,  SF.  $5.  (415)  495-6620,  www.glaskat.com. 

Kiki  and  Herb  ‘Resurrection  Tour’  New  Year’s  Eve  takes  place- Dec.  31,  7 
and  10  p.m.,  Herbst  Theatre,  401  Van  Ness,  SF.  Call  for  price.  (415)  392-4400, 
www.  kikiandherb.  com. 

Juanita  More  New  Year’s  Eve  Party  2006  takes  place  Dec.  31,  9  p.m.- 
closing,  Mars  Bar,  798  Brannan,  SF.  $15  advance,  $25  door.  (415)  621-6277, 
www.  juanitamore.  com. 

Drunk  and  Horny  New  Year's  Eve  takes  place  Dec.  31,  9  p.m.-closing, 
Pound-SF,  100  Cargo  Way,  SF.  $20  advance,  $25  door.  (415)  826-9605,  www 
.drunkandhorny.net. 

E-mail  Marke  B.  at  superego@sfbg.com. 
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Saturday  17 

From  page  54 

Jeanie  and  Chuck's  Country  Roundup  Mc¬ 
Grath's  Pub,  1539  Lincoln,  Alameda;  www.mc- 
grathspub.com.  8pm,  $5. 

Sharon  Knight,  Megan  McLaughlin  Nomad 
Cafe,  6500  Shattuck,  Oakl;(510)  595-5344. 
7:30pm,  free. 

Navidad  Flamenca  La  Pena  Cultural  Center. 
8pm,  $20. 

Oak,  Ash,  and  Thorn  Freight  and  Salvage  Coffee 
House.  8pm,  $19.50. 

Dance  clubs 

Argus  Lounge  9pm.  With  DJs  $  and  N. 

Avery  Island  Jack's  Club,  2545  24th  St;  641- 
5371.  10pm,  free.  A  dance  party  with  DJ  Jamie 
Jams  and  dollar  drinks. 

Baobab  10pm,  $3.  African  and  French  hip- 
hop  with  DJ  Sogui  and  Edibe. 

Better  Days  Pink,  2925  16th  St;  www.pinksf 
.com.  9pm-2am,  $10.  With  Franky  Boissy. 
Browntempo  Tunnel  Top.  10pm-2am,  free. 
Afrodiscobeat,  Latin  funk,  and  electropicalia 
with  Rueben,  Romanowski,  and  friends. 

The  Deacon  Skylark.  9pm-2am,  free.  Old- 
school  hip-hop  and  dance  tracks  wth  DJ  Kyle. 
Destroy  All  Genres  Beauty  Bar.  9pm-2am. 
Classic  and  leftfield  dance  party  with  D.A.G. 
Discotheque  Le  Colonial,  721  Sutter;  931-3600. 
10pm-2am,  free.  House  and  hip-hop  with  DJ 
Masao. 

DIY  Karaoke  Annie's  Cocktail  Lounge,  15 
Boardman  PI;  703-0865.  9pm,  free. 

Elevate  Roe/Prive,  651  Howard;  979-3031, 
www. sebastienen terta inment.com.  9:30pm - 
3am.  Hip-hop,  rock,  club  classics,  house, 
global  grooves,  and  more. 

Endup  6am- lpm:  “Ascension,”  with  DJs  Vince, 
Adrian,  Jim  Hopkins,  and  Tracy.  10pm-6am: 
Featuring  guest  DJs. 

Enter  the  Dancehall  Club  Six.  9pm,  $5.  Reggae, 
dancehall,  and  remixes. 

The  Factory  Factory  525,  525  Harrison ; 
www.  designvi  be.  com/sfclubs/facto  ry8.  html. 
9:30pm-3:30am,  $5-15.  Hip-hop,  house,  and 
more. 

Fly  330  Ritch.  10pm.  R&B  with  DJ  Mind  Mo¬ 
tion. 

Frisco  Disco  Arrow.  10pm-2am. 

Harry  Denton’s  Starlight  Room  Midnight,  $5. 
With  DJ  Dave  Gillis. 

Hellatight!  Amnesia.  9pm.  ‘80s,  hip-hop,  and 
electro  with  DJs. 

I  Love  Wet  Panties  Delirium.  10pm.  With  DJs 
Jenny  and  Jules. 

Kontrol  Rx  Gallery,  132  Eddy; 
www.rxgallery.com.  10pm,  $5.  With  residents 
Sammy  D,  AlJand  Byallo,  Brian  Walls,  and 
guests. 

Levende  Lounge  1710'Mission;  864-5585, 
www.levendesf.com.  7- 10pm:  with  Eric  Lacy. 
10pm:  with  Matt  Valenz  and  Derek  Niddery. 
Magnet  Lounge  1402  Grant;  271-5760. 10pm- 
2am.  Disco  with  Queen  Iggy. 

Metronome  Dance  Center  9pm,  $16:  “Metro- 
milonga,”  Argentine  tango  lesson.  7:30pm, 

$12:  “Jitterbug  Jump,”  jitterbug  lessons  with 
Mike  Quebec. 

Mile  High  Club  EZ5,  682  Commercial ;  362- 
9321.  10pm-2am,  free.  Jet-set  lounge  sounds 
with  Fletcher  and  Joel. 

Misturada  Make-Out  Room.  10pm-2am,  $5. 
Salsa,  reggaeton,  cumbia,  samba,  Latin  house, 
and  more  with  DJ  Vanka  and  guests. 

Nickie’s  BBQ  9pm.  With  DJs. 

Platinum  Glas  Kat.  9:30pm-3:30am.  A  club 
that  brings  Los  Angeles,  Las  Vegas,  and  Miami 
to  the  Bay  Area. 

El  Rincon  I0pm-2am.  Salsa,  timba,  reggaeton, 
merengue,  and  more  with  DJ  Walt  Digz. 

Rocket  Cat  Club.  9pm-3am.  Rock,  indie, 
punk,  and  more  with  Omar,  SA4,  Otterpop, 
and  rotating  DJs. 

Salted  Saturdays  Mighty.  10pm-5am,  $10. 

With  Miguel  Migs,  Julius  Papp,  and  Chad¬ 
wick. 

Saturday  Night  Soul  Party  Elbo  Room.  10pm, 

$5.  A  ‘60s  soul  dance  party  with  DJs  Pink 
Panzer,  Paul  Paul,  and  Phengren  Oswald. 

Silent  II  Pirata,  2007 16th  St;  626-2626.  9pm- 
2am,  $5.  With  Kinetik,  Mr.  Moonlight,  Atom, 
Tommy  Jeremy,  and  guests. 

Smooch  Harry  Denton's  Rouge,  1500  Broad¬ 
way;  346-7683.  9:30pm-2am,  $15.  House 
music  with  Michael  Anthony  and  Brett  Star. 
Suede  383  Bay ;  399-9555.  9pm-2am,  $10-15. 

Continued  on  page  59 
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8  pm  $11  Entrance 

4  ho  ho  Hos  under  the  mistletoe 

WVIHITE  DIAMONDS 

saratonin  *  Jenny  *  cysko  1  °  p"1 
6:30pm: Moustache  SHOWDOWN! 

Jefrodisiac  presents 

BLOW  UP 

DJ  RICHIE  PANIC 
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10  pm  $7 


JDH  (Fixed  NYC) 

4  cd  giveaways!  drink  specials!  mistletoe! 
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GALAXIES™ 

'MMMM 

2  5  6  5 

Mission  Street 
San  Francisco 

★ 

Wednesday  12/ 1 4  9pm  $6  door 

Birdman  Records  Holiday  Party 
The  Cuts 
-The Time  Flys 

-  Paula  Fraser 

-  Brian  Glaze 

-Lou  Lou  and  the  Guitar  Fish 

Thursday  12/15  9PM  $8  Door 

SF  Indie  List  Xmas  Party  with 
Oranger 
-The  Rum  Diary 
-Halcyon  High 

Saturday  12/17  Noon -5PM 
$10  Advance.  $15  Door 

Urban  Idol 

SATURDAY  12/17  9PM  $10  -SIS 

In  Bed  with  Fairy  Butch 
Hannukah  Hoe  Down 

Sunday  12/ 18  Noon  -  5PM 
FREE  ADMISSION 

Faith  Holiday  Faire 

-Unique  Holiday  Gifts 

-  Live  Flamenco 
-Tarot  Readings 

-  Wand  Making  Workshop 

Tuesday  12/20  9PM  $8  Door 

ocs 

•Meric  Long 

-  Feller  Quentin  [Black  Fiction) 

Wednesday  12/21  9PM  FREE! 

Norcai  Etree  Holiday  Party 


Tickets  Atwww.virtuous.com 


FRI.  JAN.  13  •  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9 
S22  ADVANCE  /  S25  DOOR 
A  TRIBUTE  TO  50  YEARS  OF  "ROCK  AROUND  THE  CLOCK" 

BILL  HALEY'S  ORIGINAL  COMETS 
BUD  E  LUV  ORCHESTRA 


SPECIAL  CLUB  ENGAGEMENT! 

SUN.  JAN.  15  •  DOORS  7  /  SHOW  8 

JAMES  BROWN  «nd  m 

GODFATHER  OF  SOULS  SCREAMING  15-PIECE  BAND 


-  -  GENERAL  ADMISSION.  LIMITED  SEATING.  TICKETS  AVAILABLE 

AT  TICKETS.COM  (800)  225-2277  AND  AT  THE  CLUB  MF  10AM4PM. 
TICKETS  ON-LINE:  WWW.TICKETWEB.COM 


EL  RINCON 


WORLD  BEATS  //  CUBAN  MEXICAN  CUISINE 


WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  14TH 
THE  UNION  OF  POETRY 

"THE  WRITERZ 
GUILD" 

(LIVE  ENSEMBLE) 

LIVE  HIP  HOP 

D.J.'S  BEATNOK,  EDUB  &  TOPSHELF 
M.C.'S  UNBEKNOWNST,  FRANK 
WHITE,  ROADRUNNER  &  LOVESICK 


THURSDAY  DECEMBER  15TH 

ELEV8  C0LLECTIVE/ELEV8SF.C0M 

“TRAUMA" 

HOSTED  BY:  THE  DOCTOR 
BICOLAS  (RHYTHM 
METHOD/SKILLS),  BDUB  (RHYTHM 
METHOD/SKILLS),  DIATRYBE 
IRHYTHM  METHOD/SOLUTION  I,  THE 
DOCTOR  (RHYTHM  METHOD/BR] 
W/MC  MANNY  VIBES  [TACTICAL 
INTELLIGENCE] 


FRIDAY  DECEMBER  16TH 

LIVE  REGGAE  BAND: 

"DUB  FX" 

PLUS  D.J.  FREO-I  &  A  SPECIAL 
GUEST  REGGAE,  DANCE  HALL,  DUB 
&  ROOTS 


SATURDAY  DECEMBER  17TH 
FSOUND  VOL.  3  DRUM-N-BASS 
HOSPITAL  RECORDS  UK  RECORDING 
ARTIST: 

"LOGISTICS" 

WITH  LOCAL  SUPPORT:  GRIDLOK 
(SPECIAL  LIQUID  SET,  YES  REALLY), 
METHOD  ONE/MAL  VS.  SHARP, 
FEMME  FATALE  VS. 
ULTRAVIOLET/KOZEE  HOSTED  BY: 
COLONEL  MC  &  AUDIO  ANGEL 


SUNDAY  DECEMBER  18TH 

WORLD  MUSIC  IMUNDO  MUSICI 

SALSA,  REGGAE,  SALSA,  INDIAN, 
AFRICAN  &  REGGAETON 
D.J.  BOSSA 


TUESDAY  DECEMBER  20TH 

“SALSA  CUBANA" 

SALSA,  TIMBA,  REGGAETON 

D.J.  CARLITO  BRIGANTE  INO  COVER! 

SALSA  DANCE  LESSONS  7PM-8:30PM 


2700  14TH  ST.  0  HARRISON 

415.437.9240 

WWW.ELRINCONSF.COM 


MONDAY,  DEC  19  8PM  SI  1 

STORYTELLING 

PORCHLIGHT: 

A  STORYTELLING  SERIES 

THEME  “FAMILY”  THE  GREATEST  SHOW 
ON  EARTH 
MUSICAL  GUEST: 

VAN  DYKE  PAJAMA 


WEDNESDAY,  DEC  1  I  9PM  FREE 

THE  ONION'S  CAFE  DU  NORD  PRESENTS 

A  GIANT  HOLIDAY 


*  i  L- J \\  L4  .1*4 


FOR  MUSICIANS  &  LOVERS  OF 
LIVE  MUSIC  EVERYWHERE 


THURSDAY,  DEC  22  9PM 
S I  2 ADV/S I  5DOOR  -  BALKAN 
IDUB  RECORDS,  IFI  &  PI  A: 

V9DKA  LATKA  FEAT 

BALKAN  BEAT  BOX 

PART  OF  THE  FESTIVAL  OF  RIGHTS 


FRIDAY,  DEC  7  3  7  PM  SIS 

FULLY  SEATED/COMEDY 

SCOTT  CAPURRO'S 
DIRTY  GIFT 


SATURDAY,  DEC  14  I  OPH  %5 

DARK  RETRO 

DARK  SPARKLE 
CHRISTMAS 


SATURDAY,  DEC  3  I  9PM  SIO 

COUNTRY/BLUEGRASS 
CAFE  DU  NORD'S  SUPER 
HILLBILLY  HOEDOWN 
NEW  YEAR  EVE  SPECTACULAR 


WEDNESDAY,  JAN  4  8:30  S8 
INDIE 

BELLAVISTA 

(FORMER  MEMBERS  ,FVVE) 

MADELIA 
CATHOLIC  CONB 


THURSDAY,  JAN  5  9PM  S7 

AMERICANA 


FRIDAY,  JAN  6  8PH  SI  4 

UPSTAIRS  AT  THE  SWEDISH  AMERICAN  HALL 
ROOTS/BLUES/FOLK/SONGWRITER 

RICHARD  BUCKNER 

DAVID  DONDERO 


JAMES  HARRIS 

(DEKKER  RECS.) 


SATURDAY,  JAN  I  OPH  SIO 

INDIE/AMERICANA 

THE  BITTERSWEETS 

MEGAN  S  LAN  HARD 
KEITH  VARON 


I/I  I  DAVE  INSLEY’S  CARELESS  SMOKERS 
1/12  FALL  IN  UGHT: 

A  JEFF  BUCKLEY  TRIBUTE 
1/14  STYMIE  AND  THE 

PIMP  LUV  ORCHESTRA 
1/18  HELEN  STELLAR 
1/19  COUNTRY  JOE  AND  FRIENDS 
1/20  BRANDI  CARLILE / 

ETIENNE  DE  ROCHER 


BOX  OFFICE  NOW  OPEN  TUES-FRI  2PM-6PM: 

4  I  S.86  1.5016 
1  I  70  Market  Street 
www.cafedunord.com 

Reserve  Space  lor  your  Private  Party 
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SMUIN  BALLET:  THE  CHRISTMAS  BALLET 

Whether  a  classical  Christmas  is  your  style  or  a  more  cool  holiday  version  is  your 
cup  of  tea,  you'll  find  it  in  this  beloved  ballet.  It's  the  perfect  present  for  a  friend, 
family  or  that  special  someone  (including  yourself!)  because  whether  it's  your 
first  time  or  your  fifth,  there  are  always  fun  new  surprises  for  everyone.  And  with 
beloved  favorites  set  to  traditional  Hanukkah  and  Christmas  music  (plus  a  tap 
dancing  Frosty!),  this  is  a  definite  treat  to  be  savored  by  anyone  and  everyone,  at 
any  age. 

Through  December  23  @  Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts, 

70 1  Mission  and  3rd  St. 

SMUINBALLET.ORG 

PENNY  ARCADE:  A  SEMI  ACOUSTIC  LOCAL  MUSIC  SHOWCASE 

Showcasing  some  of  the  Bay  Areais  best  up  and  coming  artists,  pairing  them  up 
with  established  local  acts.  This  installment  highlights  soulful  and  local  roots 
troubadour  Pat  Johnson  And  The  New  Sheiks  with  special  guest  Penelope 
Houston  (of  legendary  punk  band  The  Avengers)  and  country  balladeer  rocker 
Dave  Gleasonls  Wasted  Days.  Co-headliners  include  The  Junior  Panthers;  Nathan 
Moomaw  &  Raul  Sanchez;  Dusty  DiMercurio;  and  introducing  Elliot  Winard. 

Tunes  provided  by  DJ  Rantz  (FalloutSF)  between  sets.  Hosted  and  produced  by 
the  Bay  Guardian's  own  Raul  Sanchez,  former  drummer  of  the  Junior  Panthers 
who  has  performed  with  several  local  outfits  since! 

December  15  @  Bottom  of  the  Hill,  1233  17th  St.  at  Missouri 
BOTTOMOFTHEHILL.  COM 

FUTURE  PRIMITIVE  SOUNDSESSION  10  YEAR  ANNIVERSARY  PARTY 

Featuring  DJ  Z  Trip  and  Radar  (Bombshelter  DJ’s  reunited  on  4  turntables). 

Special  guests  from  DJ  Radaris  Concerto  for  Turntable  featuring  a  5  piece  String 
Quartet ;  DJ  Faust  and  Shortee;  Romanowski.  Multimedia  performance  piece  fea¬ 
turing  Doze  Green  and  Mission  Control  video  collaborating  live.  FPS  Visualist:  8 
Bit  Era,  Plinko  Design,  Macroscopic.  Plus  special  guests  DJis,  MCis  and  other 
treats! 

December  16  @  Mighty,  1 19  Utah  at  15th  St. 

FUTUREPRIMITIVESOUND.COM 

THE  COPYIST  CONSPIRACY 

A  group  zine  art  show  featuring:  Bill  Brown  (Dreamwhip),  Janelle  Hessig  (Tales 
of  Blarg),tSara  Jaffe  (Long  Ago  And  Right  Now),  Sean  Tejaratchi  (Crap hound) 
Cristy  Roads  (Green  Zine),  A.M.  Scott  (Sobstory?),  Mike  Taylor  (Scenery),  Icky  ’ 
Apparatus  (Nose  Dive),  and  Greta  Snider  (Mudflap  ...and  tons  of  videos). 

Curated  by  the  Bay  Guardian's  Andrew  Scott 

Through  December  18  @  Needles  and  Pens,  483  14th  St 

NEEDLES-PENS.COM 

SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  GUARDIAN  CONNECTIONS' 

ART  &  WINE  TASTING  PARTY  FOR  SINGLES 

Adults  of  all  ages  welcome.  $30/door  includes  all  the  wines  you  can  taste,  from 
boutique  wineries;  appetizers;  and  free  parking.  Co-sponsored  by  Society  of 
Single  Professionals  and  WineSocials.com.  For  more  info  and  discount,  visit 
ThePartyHotline.com  or  call  415-507-9962.  7:30-10pm. 

December  23  @  California  Modern  Art  Gallery,  1035  Market  St 
THEPARTYHOTLINE.  COM 

NEW  WAVE  CITY’S  "NEW  WAVE  EVER" 

Ring  in  the  New  Year  with  The  First  &  Foremost  e80s  Dance  Party!  In  the  Big 
Room:  "New  Wave  Eve"  with  dancing  to  the  best  of  New  Wave  with  your  host  DJ 
Skip.  Guest  DJis  John  (Re-Flexx),  Low-Life  (Re-Flexx ,  1984).  Complimentary 
champagne  toast  at  midnight  balloon  drop,  party  favors  &  prizes!  In  the  back 
dance  room  (featuring  a  brand  new  dance  floor!):  "ANYTHING  GOES"  dancing  to 
e80s,  e90s  &  Now,  with  Guest  DJ  Tomas  Diablo  (Strangelove). 

December  31  @  Cherry  Bar  &  Lounge,  917  Folsom  @  5th  St 
NEWWAVECITY.COM 

HEMLOCK  TAVERN'S  NEW  YEAR’S  EVE  BASH 

Featuring  three  of  San  Francisco's  hottest  rock  bands:  Parchman  Farm,  Gris  Gris, 
and  Harold  Ray  Live  in  Concert!  A  deejay  will  spin  records  from  9pm-  1:30am 
Champagne  toast  at  midnight! 

December  31  @  Hemlock  Tavern,  1131  Polk  btw  Post  &  Sutter 
HEMLOCKTAVERN.  COM 
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mUSiClistings 

Saturday  17 

From  page  57 
House  and  hip-hop. 

Sugar  Stud.  9pm.  House  with  Ellen  Ferrato 
and  Leonard. 

Suite  one8one  9pm-4am,  $20.  With  DJs. 
TechTonic  Ami,  43  Sixth  St;  543-3505 , 
www.anu-bar.com.  9pm-2am,  free.  With  Pete 
Fraser. 

Velvet  Lounge  9pm,  $10.  ’70s,  ’80s,  modern 
rock,  and  funk  with  DJ  Bumper. 

Bay  Area 

Animal  House  Shattuck  Downlow.  9:30pm,  $5. 
With  DJs  Solarz  and  Blu  Douja. 

Club  Rumor  22554  Main,  Hayward;  (510)  733- 
2334.  Party  and  strip  club. 

Funky  Flashback  Saturdays  Bench  and  Bar, 
2111  Franklin,  Oakl; 

lavenderchicas@yahoo.com.  4-8pm,free.  A  club 
for  queer  women  featuring  old-school  jams. 
On  the  Down  Low  Kingman's  Lucky  Lounge. 
8pm-2am,  free.  With  Matt  G.  and  DJ  Pone. 
Smoove  Luka’s  Taproom  and  Lounge,  2221 
Broadway,  Oakl;  (510)  451-4677.  10pm-2am. 
Future  funk,  neo-soul,  dancehall,  old-school, 
and  new-school  with  Wisdom,  Jamo,  and  ro¬ 
tating  DJs. 

White  Horse  Bar  8pm.  With  DJ  PJ. 


Sunday  18 


Rock/blues/hip-hop 

As  I  Lie  Dying,  Norma  Jean,  Madbail,  A  Life 
Once  Lost  Slim’s.  7:30pm,  $18. 

Ryan  Auffenberg,  Modular  Set,  Climate  of  Fear 
Hotel  Utah  Saloon.  9pm,  $7. 
barbarasteele,  Sugar  and  Gold  Make-Out 
Room.  9pm. 

Matt  Bauer,  Finches,  Mariee  Sioux  Rite  Spot. 
9pm,  free. 

Damir  Johnny  Foley's.  9pm. 

Fishbone,  Expendables  Independent.  8pm, 

$15. 

Honey  Island  Swamp  Band  Boom  Boom  Room. 
9:30pm,  free. 

Jon  Lawton,  RJ  Mischo  Biscuits  and  Blues. 
8:30pm,  $7.50. 

Paper  Boats,  Notes,  Form  and  Fate  StudioZ. 
9pm,  $5. 

Polio  Del  Mar,  Pyronauts  Hotel  Utah  Saloon. 
2pm,  $5. 

Rhythm  City  Pier  23.  4-8pm. 

Rogue  Wave,  Foreign  Born,  Mazarin  Great 
American  Music  Hall.  8pm,  $15.  See  8  Days  a 
Week,  page  48. 

Second  String  Heroes  Ireland’s  32.  9pm. 

Valerie  Jay  and  the  Americanos,  77  El  Deora 

Parkside.  9pm,  $7. 

Bay  Area 

Kalas,  Saros,  River  Runs  Black,  Sahnmaru 

Golden  Bull.  7pm,  $5-20  sliding  scale. 

Jazz/new  music 

Don  Asher,  Waldo  Carter  Moose’s.  1 1:30am. 

Bill  ‘Doc’  Webster  Band  Les  Joulins.  8pm. 

BJ  Papa  concert  and  jam  Jazz  at  Pearl’s.  Con¬ 
cert,  8:30pm;  jam,  10:30pm,  $5-10. 

Fil  Lorenz  Soul-tet  Blondie’s  Bar  and  No  Grill, 
540  Valencia;  864-241 9.  6pm. 

Forward  Energy  Musicians  Union  Hall,  116 
Ninth  St;  www.outsound.org.  7:30pm,  $5-10. 
Mike  Greensill,  Ruth  Davies  Moose’s.  7pm. 
Victoria  Hughes  Top  of  the  Mark.  10am-2pm. 
Darcy  Jean  Top  of  the  Mark.  7pm,  $5. 

Paul  Kimura  Garden  House  Cafe,  3117 
Clement;  668-1640. 3pm. 

Mike  Lipskin  Washington  Square  Bar  and 
Grill.  7pm. 

Monk’s  Music  Canvas  Gallery.  8pm,  $3. 

Larry  O’Leno  and  His  Mission  Revival  Jazz 
Band  with  Darlene  Langston  Octavia  Lounge, 
1772  Market ;  863-3690.  7pm. 

Wesla  Whitfield  New  Conversatory  Theatre 
Center,  25  Van  Ness;  861-8972.  3pm. 

Bay  Area 

Charlie  Hunter  Trio  Yoshi’s.  2  and  8pm,  $5-22. 
Rose  Hammond  Nomad  Cafe,  6500  Shattuck, 
Oakl;  (510)  595-5344.  11am,  free. 

Jim  Grantham  Jazz  Quartet  Coffee  Mill,  3363 
Grand,  Oakl;  (510)  465-4224.  3-6pm. 
‘Kick-back  Sundays'  Kimball’s  Carnival,  522 
Second  St,  Oakl;  (510)  444-6979.  6pm,  $5. 

Carlos  Oliveria  and  Brazilian  Origins  Anna’s 


Jazz  Island,  2120  Allston  Way,  Berk;  (510)  841- 
JAZZ.  8pm. 

Eric  Shifrin  Downtown.  8pm. 

‘Vince  Wallace  Curbop’  Coffee  Shop  SR-71, 377 
17th  St,  Oakl;  (510)  502-1485.  l-4pm,free. 

Folk/world/country 

‘Breakfast  with  Enzo’  Progressive  Grounds 
Cafe,  400  Cortland;  282-6233.  10am,  free. 

Jack  Gilder,  Kevin  Bernhagen,  and  friends 

Plough  and  Stars.  9pm. 

Orquesta  la  Moderna  Tradicion  Community 
Music  Center,  544  Capp;  www.sfmusic.org. 
7:30pm,  $12. 

Juanita  Ulloa  Pena  PachaMama.  5:30  and 
7:30pm,  $10. 

Bay  Area 

Cascada  de  Flores  La  Pena  Cultural  Center. 
7:30pm,  $15. 

Holly  Near  Freight  and  Salvage  Coffee  House. 
8pm,  $25.50. 

'Starry  Irish  Music  Session’  Starry  Plough. 
8pm.  With  Shay  Black. 

Dance  clubs 

Argus  Lounge  9pm.  With  Seventeen  Ever¬ 
green. 

Best  Dressed  Chicken  in  Town  Knockout. 
5pm-midnight,  free.  Jamaican  rocksteady  with 
DJs  Ben  Stolen  and  Miss  Heather. 

Bionic  Pink,  2925  16th  St;  www.pinksf.com. 
10pm-2am,  $5.  With  DJs  Solar,  Mark  E. 
Quark,  and  Iz. 

Boogie  Brunch  Levende  Lounge,  1710  Mission; 
864-5585,  www.levendesf.com.  llam-5pm. 
With  DJs  Mike  Arneci,  John  Early,  Ben  Doren, 
Chad  Clubb,  Josh  Longo,  and  Ben  Hester. 

Cafe  Flore  2298  Market ;  www.cafeflore.com.  7- 

11  pm,  free.  With  DJ  Ken  Vulsion. 

Club  Havana  Jelly’s.  4pm,  $10.  With  Anthony 
Blea  y  su  Charanga  and  DJ  Luis  Medina. 
Detroit  Skylark.  9pm-2am,  free.  Garage  rock, 
techno,  hip-hop,  Motown,  deep  house,  jazz, 
electro,  and  ghettotech  with  DJs  Baby  Daddy, 

12  Mile,  Domingo  Yu,  and  rotating  guests. 

Dub  Mission  Elbo  Room.  9pm,  $5.  With  Vinnie 
Esparzaand  J.  Boogie. 

Endup  6am-8pm:  “Sunday  T-Dance,”  with  DJs 
Vince,  Adrian,  Nikola  Batyala,  John  Hopkins, 
and  weekly  guests.  8pm-4am,  $12:  “Super 
Soul  Sundayz,”  with  DJ  David  Harness, 

Patrick  Wilson,  and  guests. 

Feather  Bambuddha  Lounge;  www.feathersun- 
days.com..  3-9pm,  $7.  A  bohemian  chic  pool- 
side  disco  party. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Sundays  Gallery  Lounge,  510 
Brannan;  227-0449.  2pm. 

Harry  Denton’s  Starlight  Room  Midnight,  $5. 
With  DJ  Dave  Gillis. 

Jack  Underground  SF.  9pm,  $5.  Chicago  acid, 
electrohouse,  and  Detroit  techno  with  DJs 
Derek  B  and  Silencefiction. 

Kodo  Wish,  1539  Folsom;  278-9474.  6pm-2am, 
free.  Lounge  music  with  Hideo  Kobayashi, 
Chad  Mitchell,  Craig  Kuna,  Tokyo  Compo¬ 
nent,  Still  Rob  G,  and  guests. 

Love  So'  Sessions  Element  Lounge,  1028 
Geary;  440-1125.  9pm,  $5-10.  With  host 
Ibrahim  and  DJs  Daniela,  D-Sharp,  Cecil,  and 
Lovelee. 

Magnet  Lounge  1402  Grant;  271-5760. 10pm- 
2am.  With  rotating  DJs. 

Mundo  Lingba  Lounge.  7pm-2am,  free.  Salsa, 
Afrobeat,  cumbia,  Brazilian,  and  dancehall 
with  Don  Bustamante  and  El  Doctor. 

Night  Light  Beauty  Bar.  10pm-2am,  free.  With 
Rob  Highlife,  EmDee,  and.SteveMac. 
Propaganda!  Laszlo,  2536  Mission;  648-7600. 
6pm-2am,  free.  ’80s  and  electro. 

Q  Tango  Tea  Synergy,  1387  Valencia;  305-8242. 
5:30pm,  $10.  Argentine  dance  workshop  and 
milonga. 

Rebirth  330  Ritch.  10pm.  Soul  and  hip-hop 
with  Henry,  Joe  Quixx,  Kewy  Kev,  and  Will. 
SalsaCrazy  Sunday  Metronome  Dance  Center. 
6:30-1  lpm,  $15.  Salsa  dance  social  and  dance 
lessons. 

Salsa  Sundays  El  Rio.  3-8pm,  $8.  Salsa  dances 
classes  and  live  music. 

Sanctuary  Factory  525, 525  Harrison;  339- 
8686.  10pm-6am,  $20. 

Shack  Up!  Arrow.  10pm-2am,  free.  Indie,  art 
rock,  soul,  psychedelic,  new  wave,  and  funk 
with  Tony  Machine,  Charles  Kutch,  and 
Melanie  Valentine. 

Sh’elixir  Elixir,  3200  16th  St;  552-1633.  9pm.  A 
lesbian  party. 

Continued  on  page  60 
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★  The  Best  Repairs  in  the  Bay  Area 

★  100%  Satisfaction  Guaranteed 

★  Quick  Turnaround 
Professional  Service,  No  Attitude 

^  PEEP®  +  Expert  Bass  Repair  &  Maintenance 
JHa 3^ 

WINNER!  SF  Bay  Guardian's  Best  of  The  Bay  2005 

“BEST  PLACE  TO  GET  YOUR  AX  SHARPENED” 


MICHEUTS  D-DAY  DASH 
W/  DJ  MATTO 

S  &  N 
OH  THE  DECKS 

"SEVENTEEN  EVERGREEN" 

QUEST  DJ 

NEW  WAVES  PUNKS  IN  THE  CARACE 
WE'LL  HISS  YOU  LAPS!! 

MARK  EITZEL  (or  jwcncMi  husk  cum 
*  SPECIAL  QUESTS 

54  MAKeR  S  MANHATTANS  ON  THORS. 


3187  Mission  @  Valencia 
San  Francisco 
415.824-1447 

www.arguslounge.com 
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BEST  HIP-HOP  CLUB 
2004  &  2005 


WEDNESDAY  DECEMBER  14TH 
TURNTABLE  TYKOONZ  PRESENTS 

FIRST  CLASS 

WITH  YOUR  RESIDENT  DJS 

MR  ROPER  AND  OLD  E  + 
WEEKLY  GUESTS 


THURSDAY  DECEMBER  15TH 
THE  FUTURE  PRIMITIVE  SOUND  PRESENTS 

THE  MONEY$HOT 

HIP  HOP  -  BREAKS  -  DIRTY  SCHEMES 


FRIDAY  DECEMBER  16TH 
THE  MILK  BAR  PRESENTS 

FRIDAY  NIGHT  FUNK 

WITH  SPECIAL  GUESTS 

DJ  ENKI  (CITIZENS) 

JOE  QUIXX  (OAKLAND  FADERS) 
AND  DJ  ZEPH 

HIP  HOP  -  SOUL  -  AND  ALL  THINGS  FUNKY 


SATURDAY  DECEMBER  17TH 
THE  MILK  BAR  PRESENTS 

THE  ALMIGHTY  5TH 
PLATOON  NYC 

WITH  VERY  SPECIAL  GUESTS 

DJ  NEIL  ARMSTRONG 
DADDY  DOGG  AND 
DJ  VINROC 
(TRIPLE  THREAT  DJS) 

HIP  HOP  -  POP  -  OLD  SCHOOL  &  MORE 


SUNDAY  DECEMBER  18TH 
THE  ORIGINAL  DJS  PRESENT 

CHECK  THE  RHYME 

OLD  SCHOOL  FLAVA  ALL  NIGHT 

DJ  POS  RED  AND  DJ 
SUPREME 


TUESDAY  DECEMBER  20TH 
JAH  WARRIOE  SHELTER  HI  FI  PRESENTS 


DJSJAHYZER 
IVIER  &  IRIE  DOLE 

DANCEHALL  -  REGGAE  -  REMIXES 


1840  HAIGHT  STREET 
between  Shrader  &  Stanyan 

Parking  Available  2  blocks  away  at  Kezar  lot 

415.387.6455 

WWW.MILKSF.COM 


(415)  865-5424  -k  323  Potrero  Ave.  (at  16tfi)  ★  www.sfguitarworks.com 


evfiRa  MBmcKin  Huron 

(asia  sf) 


sSms 

www.slims-sf.com 

333 11th  St.  btwn.  Folsom  &  Harrison  San  Francisco  415/522-0333 
parking -call  City  Park  415/495-3909 
for  tickets  by  fax  info,  call  415/255-0333 


iRuieBicnn 


O 


musicHBLL 


www.musichallsf.com 

859  O'Farrell  St  San  Francisco  415/885-0750 
for  tickets  by  fax  info,  call  415/885-0750 
validated  parking  at  Cathedral  Hill  Hotel  1101  Van 


WED.  DEC.  14  •  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9 
fijTTjTjiTfl]  $18  ADVANCE  /  $20  DOOR 


WILLIAM  ELLIOTT  WHITMORE 


THURS.  DEC.  15  •  DOORS  7:30  /  SHOW  8 
$16  ADVANCE  /  S16  DOOR 

LOSSTRAITJACKETS 

AND  THE  WORLD  FAMOUS  PONTANI 
SISTERS  CHRISTMAS  PAGEANT 
FEATURING  KAISER  GEORGE 
THE  BARBARY  COASTERS 


s&fpK  presents  SAT.  DEC.  17 
Jp  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9 

WZ&M  J  S16  ADV.  /  $16  DOOR 


FRI.  &  SAT.  DEC.  16  &  17 
I  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9  •  $20  ADV.  /  $20  DOOR 

THE  MOTHER  HIPS 

+12/16: 

VERY  SPECIAL  GUEST 

run  DEAN  DELRAY 

+12/17: 

THE  COURT  &  SPARK 

mi.  ETIENNE  DE  ROCHER 


**  *7,  <  ;j  AUV.  /  UUUK 

K  SOUTHERN  CULTURE 
ON  THE  SKIDS 

THE  WEARY  BOYS 


SUN.  DEC.  18  •  DOORS  7  /  SHOW  7:30 
$18  ADVANCE/  $18  DOOR 

AS  I  LAY  DYING 'NORMA  JEAN 

MADBAIL*  A  LIFE  ONCE  LOST 


\%i  AN  WELCOMES  SUN.  DEC.  18 

\JNkb  DOORS  7:30  /  SHOW  8  •  $13  ADV.  /  $15  DOOR 

ROGUE  WAVE 

FOREIGN  BORN 

MAZARIN 


SAT.  DEC.  31  -  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9 
S40  ADVANCE  /  S40  DOOR 

A/ew  Year's  Eire 

c  STEVE  KIMOCK  BAND 

o  FEATURING 

J  'w7  RODNEY  HOLMES, 
Of  REED  MATHIS 
X  and  ROBERT  WALTER 

+12/28  &  29:  DAVID  JACOBS-STRAIN 

DJ  DRAGONFLY 

+  12/30  &  31:  DAVID  JACOBS-STRAIN 
PYENG  THREADGILL  •  dj  jonah  sharp 

ALSO  APPEARING  WED.  THURS.  &  FRI. 
DEC.  28,  29  &  30  •  $25  ADVyS25  DOOR 


FRI.  JAN.  13  •  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9 
$18  ADVANCE  /  $18  DOOR 

IJGB—MELVINSEALS 


SAT.  DEC.  31  •  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9 
$30  ADVANCE  /  $30  DOOR 

New  Year's  Eve 

SUPERSUCKERS 

THE  HANGMEN 

THE  NAYSAYERS 


SAT.  JAN.  14  •  DOORS  8  /  SHOW  9 
$16  ADVANCE  /  $18  DOOR 

I SLEEPYTIME  GORILLA  MUSEUM 

SECRET  CHIEFS  3 


4 


WED.  JAN.  18  •  DOORS  7:30  /  SHOW  8 
$20  ADVANCE  /  $20  DOOR 

MARK  KOZELEK 

(OF  SUN  KIL  MOTH  &  RED  HOUSE  PAINTERS) 

THURS.  JAN.  19  •  DOORS  7  /  SHOW  8 
$20  ADVANCE  /  $20  DOOR 

RODNEY  CROWELL 


All  ages  always!  Great  food!  Great  music!  Dinner  tickets  with  reserved  seating  available  at 
all  shows.  Limited  Seating  Box  offices  open  10:30am  -  6pm  Mon.  thru  Fri.  &  show  nights. 
($1  service  charge)  Tickets  on-line  www.virtuous.com,  all  Tickets.com  outlets  800/225-2277 

Slim  s  tickets  available  at  GAMH  box  office  and  GAMH  tickets  available  at  Slim  s  box  office. 
All  ticket  sales  are  final-no  exchanges/refunds.  Limited  access/seating  for  disabled 
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Fetish  Party  -  Explore  Your  Fantasies 
Saturday  October  15,  2005  9pm 
Catalyst  Cocktails  312  Harriet  St  San  Francisco 
41 5.621 .1 722  http://www.sirencry.com 


FUTURE 

PRIMITIVE 

SOUNDSESSION 

THE  TEN  YEAR  ANNIVERSARY 


FEATURING  THE  REUNION  OF 

DJ  Z-TRIP&  RADAR 

<  THE  ARTS  IN  MOTION  STRING  QUARTET 

FROM  RADAR'S  "CONCERTO  FOR  TURNTABLE" 


DJ  FAUST  &SHORTEE 
ROMANOWSKI 

LIVE  PAINTING/VIDEO  SESSION  BY 

DOZE  GREEN  +  8-BIT  ERA 

+  SPECIAL  GUEST  DJs,  MCs  AND  OTHER  TREATS 

FRIDAY  DECEMBER  16 

MIGHTY  1 119  UTAH  |  SF 

BTWN15TH&  ALAMEDA 
DOORS  OPEN  AT  9PM  GOING  UNTIL  4AM 

ADVANCE  TIX:  FPS  STORE  (597  HAIGHT)  &  TICKETWEB.COM 

UPS! 

ifc  GUARDIAN  » 


red  Juiy^Alounge 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  14  * 

,  THE  HOLY  KISS 

RYKARDA  PARASOL 
CAROUSEL 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  15 

THE  ENGLISH 
BEAT  §§LDoufj 

|  LOQUAT  ~~ — J 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  16 

VERY  NASTY 
X-MAS  2 

FEATURING 

POSTCOITUS/ 

CHOW  NASTY 
LORD  NASTY/ 
MASTER  MOTH 

BENEFITTING  MICHEL  CABLE 
&  DMBQ 

— 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  17 

JORDAN 

KNIGHT  I 

(NEW  KIDS  ON  THE  BLOCK)  , 

i  BRYAN  ABRAMS 

(COLOR  ME  BADD) 

■  JEFF  TIMMONS 

j  (98  DEGREES) 

fTUESDAY,  DECEMBER  20 

THE  RANDIES 

BANG  SUGAR  BANG 
THEE  MERRY  WIDOWS 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  25 

BUD  E.  LUV 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  27 

LIFE  IN  BRAILLE  1 

MAN  OF  THE  YEAR/  CLIMBER  j 
i  RESIDENT  HERO 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  30  ! 

THE  TUBES 

MAGIC  CHRISTIAN 
GRIDDLE 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  31 

POP  ROCKS 

THURSDAY,  JANUARY  12 

ALANA  DAVIS 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  4 

FASTBALL 

^  SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  12 

BEATNUTS 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  11 

SIR  MIX-A-  LOT 

SMS!  WEB 


Sunday  18 

From  page  59 

Spundae  1015  Folsom.  9pm-6am,  $5.  With  ro¬ 
tating  DJs  and  special  guests. 

Tea  Dance  Eight.  3pm -midnight.  A  daytime 
dance  party. 

Tropical  Sundays  Metronome  Dance  Center. 
6:30pm,  $4-8.  Beginner  salsa,  merengue,  and 
bachata  lessons,  followed  by  a  DJ  dance  party. 
Ugly  Delirium.  10pm.  With  DJs. 

Bay  Area 

Butta  Oasis,  135  12th  St,  Oakl;  (510)  763-0404. 
2-Spm,  $5-7.  An  afternoon  tea  dance  for 
women. 

Kingman’s  Lucky  Lounge  3332  Grand,  Oakl; 
(510)  465-KING.  9pm.  With  Jamin. 

King  of  Kings  Shattuck  Downlow.  8pm-2am, 

$5.  Reggae  dance  night  with  DJ  Smoky  and 
De. 

Luka’s  Tap  Room  and  Lounge  2221  Broadway, 
Oakl;  (510)  451-4677.  9pm,  free.  Hip-hop  and 
old-school  with  DJs  Tim  D  and  Willie  Maze. 
Sunshine’s  Soul  Sundays  Lucre  Lounge,  2086 
Allston  Way,  Berk;  (510)  841-1390.  5pm-mid- 
night,free.  Classic  and  neo-soul;  and  Chicago- 
style  stepping  hosted  by  7Broke  Brothers. 
White  Horse  Bar  8pm.  DJ  night. 


mondav  19 


Rock/blues/hip-hop 

Terry  Evans  Biscuits  and  Blues.  8:30pm,  $7.50. 

Fucking  Ocean,  Finest  Dearest  Spark  and 
Decay  Elbo  Room.  9pm,  $5. 

Hella,  Electro  Group,  Frienemies  Bottom  of  the 
Hill.  9pm,  $10.  See  8  Days  a  Week,  page  48. 
‘Local  Spotlight'  Plush  Room.  8pm,  free. 
Octomutt,  Tom  Brosseau  Rite  Spot.  8pm,  free. 
Chris  Volpe  Ireland's  32.  9pm. 

Jazz/new  music 

Bishop  Norman  Williams  Quintet  Lesjoulins 
Jazz  Bistro.  8pm. 

Contemporary  Jazz  Orchestra  Jazz  at  Pearl’s. 
8:30  and  10:30pm,  $5-10. 

Mike  Greensill,  Ruth  Davies  Moose's.  7:30pm. 
Monk’s  Music  Simple  Pleasures  Cafe.  8pm, 
free. 

Scott  Amendola  Trio  Bacar.  8pm. 

Eric  Shifrin  Washington  Square  Bar  and  Grill. 
7pm. 

Bay  Area 

‘Frank  Jackson  80th  Birthday  Party’  Yoshi’s.  8 
and  10pm,  $6-10. 

Folk/world/country 

Homespun  Rowdy  Amnesia.  8:30pm,  free. 

I  Don’t  Like  Mondays  Blondie’s  Bar  and  No 
Grill,  540  Valencia ;  864-241 9.  8:30pm,  free. 
Open  mic  and  acoustic  music  showcase  with 
Alabaster  Adams. 

Bay  Area 

Traditional  Irish  music  session  Starry  Plough. 
9pm,  free. 

Dance  clubs 

Club  Dread  StudioZ.  10pm-3am,  $5,  women 
free  before  1 1:30pm.  Reggae  and  dancehall. 
Club  Fresh  The  Cafe,  2367  Market;  861-3846. 
8pm-2am,  $2.  Gay  and  lesbian  hip-hop  club. 
Club  Neon  Make-Out  Room.  10pm.  Rock,  hip- 
hop,  funk,  soul,  disco,  electro,  and  indie  with 
DJs  Jamie  Jams,  Emdee,  Little  Melanie,  Aidan, 
Nadine,  and  guests. 

Dance  Oasis  African  American  Art  and  Culture 
Complex,  762  Fulton;  424-4897.  7pm,  $10. 
Merengue,  bachata,  salsa,  and  cumbia  lessons. 
Death  Guild  Glas  Kat.  9:30pm,  $5. 

Falling  Down  Mondays  Milk.  9pm,  $3-5.  Skate 
videos  and  classic  ’80s  hits  with  DJs  B-Case, 
Julia,  Rooster,  Webb,  Satva,  Ross  Hogg,  Toph 
One,  and  4aM. 

Grateful  Dead  Jams  Nickie's  BBQ.  9pm-2am. 
Dark  Star  Dan  plays  rare  Grateful  Dead 
tracks. 

Gypsy's  Curse  Beauty  Bar.  10pm-2am,  free. 
With  Pandora  and  DJ  Arusha. 

Harry  Denton's  Starlight  Room  Midnight,  $5. 
With  DJ  Sammi. 

High  Rolling/Low  Budget  TunnelTop,  601 
Bush;  986-8900.  9:30pm,  free.  Acid-jazz,  soul, 


funk,  ska,  reggae,  and  house  with  DJ  Hofwe- 
gen. 

Lingba  Lounge  8pm-midnight,  free.  Down- 
tempo  lounge  beats  with  Bee  Dub,  Efrem,  and 
Devlin. 

New  Wave  Punks  in  the  Garage  Argus  Lounge. 
9pm.  With  DJs. 

94117  Madrone  Lounge.  6pm-midnight,  free. 
Local  art,  music, .and  more. 

Ready  Steady  Go!  Arrow.  10pm- 2am,  free. 

Indie  rock  and  Britpop  with  DJs  Christina 
and  Jakedraphonic. 

Redwood  Room  8pm-midnight.  Jazz  with 
Consuelo  Kevin. 

Rock  Out  Annie’s  Cocktail  Lounge,  15  Board- 
man  PI;  703-0865.  9pm,  free.  Punk,  garage, 
rockabilly,  psychobilly,  and  more. 

Sex,  Sexx,  and  More  Sexxx  Delirium.  10pm- 
2am,  free.  Rock  'n  roll,  hip-hop,  and  indie 
with  Brett  Wilde  and  DJ  Luv. 

Smile  Knockout.  10pm.  An  indie  club  with  live 
music. 

Solid  Lounge  Wish,  1539  Folsom;  278-9474. 
7pm-2am ,  free.  Downtempo,  lounge,  and 
groove  with  M.  Klein,  Chardmo,  and  guests. 
Soul  House  Red  Eye  Lounge,  1337  Mission; 
437-1337.  9pm-2am,  $5,  free  before  1  lpm. 

House  music  with  DJs  Tune,  Abdul,  and  Mike 
Anon. 

Vroom  El  Rio.  8pm-midnight,  $2.  Punk,  funk, 
and  soul. 

Bay  Area 

Kingman’s  Lucky  Lounge  9pm-2am.  With  DJ 
Michael. 

Not  Your  Daddy's  Cadillac  Cafe  Van  Kleef, 

1621  Telegraph,  Oakl;  (510)  763-7711.  10pm- 
2am,  free.  With  DJ  Kitty,  Prozack  Turner,  and 
friends.  t 

Think  Tank  Shattuck  Downlow.  9:30pm-2am, 
free.  Funk,  soul,  rock,  downtempo,  and 
breaks. 

Rock/blues/hip-hop 

14  Mission,  Delightfully  Isolated,  Liz  Ross 

Make-Out  Room.  9pm,  $6. 

Boshuda,  Montana  StudioZ.  8pm,  $3. 

Fat  Tuesday  Band  Biscuits  and  Blues.  8:30pm, 
$7.50. 

Mo  Mandell  Ireland's  32.  9pm. 

Nicole  McRory  lohnny  Foley’s.  9pm. 

OCS,  Meric  Long  12  Galaxies.  9pm,  $8. 

Randies,  Bang  Sugar  Bang,  Thee  Merrywid- 

ows  Red  Devil  Lounge.  8pm,  57. 

Soraya  Trio  Rite  Spot.  9pm,  free. 

Trainwreck  Riders,  Love  X  Nowhere,  Finches 

Bottom  of  the  Hill  9pm,  57. 

Bay  Area 

Steve  Freund  Trio  Ivy  Room.  9:30pm,  55. 

Jazz/new  music 

Allen  Smith  Quartet  Jazz  at  Pearl’s.  8:30  and 
10:30pm. 

Beach  Nut  Jam  Beach  Chalet.  6:30pm. 

Cecil  Wells  Quintet  Lcs  Joulins  Jazz  Bistro.  8pm. 
Marty  Eggers  Pier  23. 5-7:30pm,  call  for  price. 
See  8  Days  a  Week,  page  48. 

Fll  Lorenz  Soul-tet  Alpha  Bar,  3848  Geary; 
244-6989.  8:30pm,  free. 

Chris  Huson  Washington  Square  Bar  and  Grill 
7pm. 

Jazz  jam  and  poetry  open  mic  Club  Deluxe. 
8:30pm,  free. 

Miles  Ahead  Figaro  Ristorante,  414  Columbus; 
398-1300.  7:30pm. 

Billy  Philadelphia  Moose’s.  7:30pm. 

Ricardo  Scales  Top  of  the  MarL  7pm,  $5. 
Richard  Crook  Jazz  trio  Red  Rock  Lounge,  699 
Chenery;  333-3030.  9pm,  free. 

Robert  Stewart  Experience  Pier  23. 8:30pm. 
Scott  Amendola  Trio  Bacar.  8pm. 

Stompy  Jones  Verdi  Club,  2424  Mariposa; 
www.oldtimey.net/tuesdays.html.  9pm,  $12. 

Bay  Area 

'Jazzschool  Tuesdays'  Jupiter.  8pm,  free. 
Singers’  open  mic  Anna's  Jazz  Island,  2120  All¬ 
ston  Way,  Berk;  (510)  841-JAZZ.  8pm.  With 
Ellen  Hoffman. 

Mike  Stem,  Dennis  Chambers,  Victor  Wooten, 
Bob  Francescini  Yoshi's.  8  and  10pm,  $22. 
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Kelley  Stoltz 


The  Sun  Comes  Through  (Sub  Pop) 


Last  we  cheeked  on  San  Francisco's  rock 
revivalist  Kelley  Stoltz,  he  was  busy  nabbing 
a  Bay  Guardian  Goldie  in  honor  of  his 
melodic  self-released  LP  Antique  Glow.  The 
press  must’ve  done  some  good  because 
Stoltz  is  putting  out  the  follow-up  on  Sub 
Pop.  While  we  await  that  tempting  bounty, 
The  Sun  Comes  Through  EP  is  here  to  hold 
us  over.  The  disc  finds  Stoltz  still  playing  the 
consummate  record  store  clerk-musician, 
turning  in  another  set  of  vintage  pop  glow. 
Where  so  many  other  ’60s  throwbacks  can't 
help  but  seem  contrived,  Stoltz  is  too 
charming  and  musically  tasteful  to  come  off 
as  anything  less  than  sincere.  The  opening, 
title  track  is  the  type  of  song  John  Cusack’s 
lead  in  High  Fidelity  would’ve  fallen  head 
over  heels  for;  a  descending  cavalcade  of 
piano  chords  floats  effortlessly  atop  a  warm, 
buzzing  soundscape.  As  for  the  other  four 
tunes,  Stoltz  is  in  great  shape  if  these  are 
the  throwaways.  The  infectious  synthesizer 
melody  on  “You're  out  of  this  World”  would 
be  right  at  home  on  the  first  side  of  Abbey 
Road,  and  the  finale,  "Where  You’re  Gofng,” 
has  a  ringing  Richards  guitar  lead  and  strut¬ 
ting  vocal  line  that  would’ve  made  the  cut 
for  Forty  Licks.  That  Stoltz  can  invoke  these 
past  masters  without  sounding  flatly  imita¬ 
tive  is  a  great  gift  indeed.  That  he  has  such 
fun  doing  it  and  stays  playfully  humble 
about  the  whole  affair  makes  his  local- 
favorite  status  a  cinch.  (Max  Goldberg) 


Love  Is  Chemicals 

Love  Is  Chemicals  (Near  Earth  Objects) 
San  Francisco's  Love  Is  Chemicals  wear 
their  influences  right  on  their  Le  Tigre  polo 
shirt  sleeves.  Their  latest  self-titled  album 
is  a  mishmash  of  styles  and  speeds,  playing 
like  a  30-year-old  yearbook,  with  each  song 
paying  tribute  to  a  different  indie  rock  band. 
"Claw  Your  Sweater”  sounds  like  it  could 
have  been  on  a  mid-'90s  mix  tape  —  the 
melodic  guitars,  the  soft  bass,  and  the 
dulling  voice  of  impatient  youth  bring  back 
memories  of  hearing  Pavement's  “Shady 
Lane”  for  the  first  time.  “Everyone  Is  in  on 
It”  highlights  drummer  Steve  Galbraith's 
tight,  militant  snare  slaps,  which  fit  perfect¬ 
ly  with  the  fragile  tonalities  of  the  Sonic 
Youth-ian  guitars.  The  album  continues  its 
decrescendo  and  eventually  winds  up  at 
“The  Hex,"  a  slightly  cheesy  tune  that  dis¬ 
tinctly  sounds  like  a  letter  I  wrote  to  a  girl¬ 
friend  in  high  school.  But  no  matter  how 
sickeningly  sweet  the  lyrics  are  (“You’re 
right  about  oh  so  many  things  /  Oh  how  you 
make  my  bells  ring"),  you  can’t  escape  the 
music's  honesty  —  it’s  right  there  in  front 
of  you,  take  it  or  leave  it.  It's  easy  to  see 
how  one  could  quickly  fall  in  love  with  this 
record.  (Justin  Yu) 

Mail  stuff  for  review  to  Sarah  Han,  Bay 
Guardian  Building,  135  Mississippi  St.,  SF, 

CA  94107. 


the  KNOCKOUT! 

3223  MISSION  ST. 

BETWEEN  FAIR  S  29th  Sts.  across  from  BLUE  PLATE 
41 5.550,69.94 -GOOD  TO  THE  LAST  ROUND! 

HAPPY  HOUR  5  -  8PM  TUES  -  SAT 
DOLLAR  OFF  ALL  SPIRITS 

|  fHUHHUHHHUUHHHUHHUHHHHttHUHUHUUHHHHUHHHUHHUHHHUUHt 

WED.  DEC.  14  10PM  4$ 

The  debutante  indie  music  thing 

SPRITE  MACON  +  DREW  BERG 

DJ’S  BIGG$*RYE  IN  THE  SKY-RUA-J  ROC  spin 
indie  punk  soul  psych  mod  folk  glam  protest  local 
ENJOY  DADS  2  DOLLAR  ALL  NITE  DRINK  SPECIAL 
THU  RS.  DEC.*  1 5  7  -  10PM  NO  COVER  ’  ’ 

BINGOTOPIA! 

BINGO  &  BOOZE!  FUN  THE  WHOLE  FAMILY  CAN  ENJOY! 

PLAY  FOR  GOOFY  PRIZES  &  FREE  DRINKS! 

and  later  that  night. . 

THE  MISSION  ROCK  DJ  COMPETITION’WINTER  EDITION 

ROCK  N’  ROLL  DJ’S  COMPETE  FOR  CASH  PRIZE! 
NO  ELECTRONIC  BEATS!  10PM  •  2AM  5$ 

*  *FRL  DEC.  16  10PM  *  55  GREG’S  BIRTHDAY  BASH  * 

THE  SERMON  +  THE  CUTS 

PLUS  DJ  SHANEWHITE 
. SAT.  DEC.*  1 7  ' 1  6pm”  5$  ’ ’ 


1st  ANNUAL  1  POST  SEASON  ALLEY  CATS  AFTERPARTY 

with  music  by 

•  THE  TEXAS  THIEVES  •  THE  TWOTS  * 

•  STORM  DRAIN  •  &  THE  LATRELLS  • 

plus  other  exciting-adult  entertainment! 
SUN.  DEC.  18 

“CLOSED  FOR  SPECIAL  EVENT” 


MON.  DEC.  19  •  CALL  FOR  INFO 


TUES.  DEC.  20  10PM  •  MIDNIGHT 
TUESDAY  NIGHT  JAZZ  JAM  SESSION 


COMING  UP... 

DEF  STAR'SORT  OF  INVISIBLE 
MACHINE  GREEN*SANGRIA 
CORAZON-THE  BARBARY  COASTERS 


HOME  OF  THE  2S  HAMMS  BEER 

ENJOY  OUR  DAILY  3$  DRINK  SPECIAL 


“JAZZ  IS  NOT  DEAD, 

IT  JUST  SMELLS  FUNNY" 

•Frank  Zappa 
thankx  for  yer  support  •  theknockoutsf.com 


The  Little  Clement  Street  Bar  That  Could. 


deiwrdejj,  "Doc  /7  8pm 


Helk  delicti  Gcx  Glulr 
(2h.*utitmetti  Twenty 
and.  'Poll  Ptwe 


At&GWZK 


SF  WEEKLY  2004  and  2005 

BEST  BAR  IN  SF 


$1  DRINKS  MONDAYS  10*12 
$2  COCKTAILS  TUESDAYS  10-12 

Happy  hour  4-7  •  FREE  INTERNET  ACCESS 

Cheap  drinks,  good  wine,  fantastic  beer  on  tap 
Delirium  Tremens  •  Death  &  Taxes  •  Hoegaarden 

Chimay  +  the  regular  old  stuff 

$2  PBR  ALL  THE  TIME 

MOdlKrnS 


540  Clement  Street  <s>  6th  Ave  *  415.752.7276 


LUNA  LOUNGE 


WEDNESDAYS  10PM-2AM  21  + 

LADIES  NIGHT  WEDNESDAYS 

DJs  Rick  &  Russ,  Switch  and  White  Knite 
Free  b4  11pm/$5  after 
Hip  Hop/R&B/Old  School 


THURSDAY  12/15  10PM-2AM  18+ 

$2  THURSDAYS 

SAN  FRANCISCO’S  PREMIERE 
18  and  OVER  HIP  HOP  and  R&B  PARTY 
with  DJs  Pross,  C-Quence  &  Roland 

FRIDAY  12/16  10PM-2AM  21  + 

DJ  RED  and  DJ  SUPREME 

Spinning  Old  School  Hip  Hopm  R&B 
$5  before  11pm/$10  after 

SATURDAY  12/17  10PM-2AM  21  + 

Blufizz  presents 

JUICY 

Hip  Hop/Reggae/Dancefloor  Hits 
guest  DJ  SHORTKUT,  MR.  E,  ROICE, 
RUFINO,  BUTTER  B 
$5  before  1 1  pm/$1 0  after 
Dress  to  Impress 

1 192  Folsom  St.  SF  //  415.626.6043 
www.lunaloungesf.org 


DILURIUn 
-SLCOfKIilll  \ 

<*’  /cr  z/e  gicJ( 

$2  Tecate/$2.50  PBR  pint 

w  SWBBT  THtA/G 

W  DJ  JULES  &  JENNY  -  60s.  70s.  ROCK  &  SOUL 


TH  BUILT  FOR  SPEED 

Pock*  Your  Am! 


f  ffAStflt  ftLASTtn 

<33  I  ^  Ulet  Panties 

ms  jf/v/w  tFA&-mm  Jt/ifs  mm 


su  UGLY  "^f°r 


M  SEX,  SEXX  &  MORE  SEXXX 

1  1  Djs  Brett  Wilde,  Love 

Hip  Hop,  Noise,  Classic  Rock 

'Y'  AUVBASTER  ADAMS  AND  MISS  RYE  PRESENT 

THE  HEADPHONE 
MIX 

A  ROCK  N  ROLL  PARTY  FOR 
THE  2 1ST  CENTU  R  Y 

M-TH  4-2  F  2-2  S-S  1  PM-2 
HAPPY  HOUR  TIL  7  PM 
3139  16th  St.  at  ALBION 
TEL  415  552  5525 


A  MODERN  DAY  PAUSE 


H APPV  HOUR 
5-8 


319?  1GIH  STREET 
AT  GUERRERO 


CAMASE.CDM 


The  San  Francisco  Bay 
Guardian  hosted  a  mixer  to 
celebrate  our  Year  End  Bars 
&  Clubs  Issue  on  December 
12,  at  the  lovely  Bacchus 
Kirk  in  Nob  Hill!  We'd  like 
to  thank  Sharon,  Nick  and 
everyone  at  Bacchus  for 
their  hospitality. 

Delicious  food  was  gener¬ 
ously  provided  by  Baku  de 
Thai,  Blowfish  Sushi,  and 
Dragonfly  Restaurant, 

aleful  to 
four  ‘wonderful  sponsors: 

Amoeba  Music:  Good 

Vibrations:  Hair  Play  Salon: 
Open  Mind  Music:  and 
Upper  playground. 


greengorillalounge.co 


sfdjs.org 


BacfehusKirfe.com 
BakudeThai.com  ■ 
BfowfishSushi.com  ,  -  v  ‘ 

GoodVibes.com 

HairPlay.com 

OpenM1ndMu5ic.com 

UpperPlayground.com 


GUARDIAN 


Fri.  Dec. 

16th 


HECTOR 

WORKS 


record  release  party 


M3  ‘  Galen  ’  Doc  FU 

(9Ql)  (sunset)  (red  wine) 

Antonio*Nick  Chacona 


(ggl, hector  works) 


eben  *  Alvaro  *  Perry 


rown  tempo) 


(hector  works  ,nyc) 

0 

(ggl) 


1751  Fulton  Ave.  SF 

21+  9pm  -2am  $5  B4 10:30  $10  after 
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Make-Out  Room 


MONDAY.  DECEMBER  19  $2  10PM 

CLUB  NEON 


ROCK.  HIP  HOP.  FUNK. 

SOUL.  DISCO.  ELECTRO  AHD  INDIE 

DJs  JAMIE  JAMS.  EMDEE, 

LITTLE  MELANIE,  AIDAN  AHD  NADINE 
TUESDAY.  DECEMBER  20  $6  9PM 
14  MISSION  (BRIAN  CREGORY) 
DELIGHTFULLY  ISOLATED 

IFEAT  CHUCK  AND  MATT  GONZALEZ) 

_ LIZZ  ROSS _ 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  21  S8  9PM 

PLAYING  THE  FOG  PRESENTS 

(ASIOTONE  FOR  THE 
PAINFULLY  ALONE 
SAFETY  SCISSORS 
THE  IAN  FAYS 


THURSDAY.  DECEMBER  29  $6  9PM 

THE  INVERSIONS 
GHOSTS  OF  CALIFORNIA 
ANTON  BARBEAU 


have  a  pint 
tell  a  storij 
share  a  laugh 
make  a  friend 


BANK 

bar  &  restaurant 

10  Mark  Lane 
San  Francisco 
(off  Bush  between 
Grant  &  Kearny) 

open  7  days 
11:30-2am  bar 
11:30-1  Opm  food 

415.788.7152 


Wednesday,  December  IS.  9  pm  -  $5 
FADERMASTERS  WORLDWIDE  PRESENTS 


JUS’SCRATCH 

(NO  TRIX  STYLE  DJ  BATTLE) 

FEATURING  PERFORMANCES  BY 

DJ  SWIFTROCK 

(VESTAX  EXTRAVAGANZA  WORLD  CHAMP) 

DJ  TEEKO 

RAP  PERFORMANCE  BY  CONTAMINANTS 
JUDGES:  DJ'S  SWIFTROCK.  TEEKO.  SPAIR, 
BSIDE.  KEWY  KEV 


Thursday,  December  15,  10  pm  -  $8 
SABOR  CON  CLAVE  PRESENTS  ••• 

JESUS  DIAZ  Y  SU  QBA 


Friday,  December  16, 10  pm 
$8  advance/  $10  door 

APHRODESIA  & 
PYENG  THREADGILL 

ADVANCE  TICKETS  AT  WWW.TICKETWEB.COM 
Saturday,  December  17, 10  pm  -  $5 

“SATURDAY  NIGHT 
SOUL  PARTY" 

WITH  DJS  PINK  PANZER. 

PAUL  PAUL  &  PHENCREN  OSWALD 

SPINNING  60  S  45'S 

Sunday,  December  18.  9PM  -  $5 
DUB  MISSION  PRESENTS 
THE  BEST  IN  DUB,  ROOTS  & 

CLASSIC  DANCEHALL  WITH 

VINNIE  ESPARZA 

(DIS-JOINT)  AND 

J.  BOOGIE 

(DUBTRONIC  SCIENCE/OM  RECORDS) 

Monday,  December  19.  8:30  pmt  -  $5 
•••ELBO  ROOM  PRESENTS”* 

$1  PBR  NIGHT 

feat  THE  FUCKING  OCEAN, 
FINEST  DEAREST. 
SPARK  &  DECAY 

Tuesday,  December  20.  9  pm  -  $6 

NOBODY  FROM  IPANEMA 

Wednesday,  December  21,  9  pm 
$7  or  $5  with  Student  ID 

ELEMNOP, 

BAYONICS, 

AM  STATE 

Upcoming 
THUR  12/22  SAOCO 
FRI  12/23  FREE  FUNK  FRIDAY 
SAT  12/24  KARLA  LAVEY'S  BLACK  XMASS 
SAT  12/31  SILA  &  THE 

AFROFUNK  EXPERIENCE 

ADVANCED  TICKETS  FOR  MOST  SHOWS  AVAILABLE 
AT  ELBO  ROOM  and  ATTICKETWEB.COM _ 


647  VALENCIA  NEAR  17th 
INFO:  552-7788  •  elbo.com 
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THURS  12/15 

THE  ISH 

CORPUS  CALLOSUM 
DANIEL  MARTIN 
MCCORMICK 
SOUND  TEST 


SAT  12/17 
MUTTON  (ex  HAZY) 
SEND  FOR  HELP 
POWER  PLANT 


950  GEARY  ST.  •  885-  407 >4 
www.castlenews.com 


HAPPY  HOUPS  SATURDAY!!  3-tPM  (I  PUR'S 


9PM 

SERGEANT 

THE  HUMAN  VALUE 

BRING  BACH  THE  GUN 


a 9PM 


SCRAWNIES 
AUTISTIC  YOUTH 
THE  RAIDS 

dJRRfc  4PM  FREE 

RAW  POWER  HAPPY 
HOUR 

DJ  EVIL  JUSTIN 
PBRS 

9  PM 

DEVIL  DOLL 
THE  STRUTS 


1  PM  FREE 

DECH  THE  WALLS 
ART  SHOW  &BBQ 

9  PM 

THE  FLAKES 
DEL  LAMES 
PYROCLASTICS 


5PM  FREE 

TWANG  SUNDAY  W/ 
VALERIE  JAY  & 
AMERICANOS 

9PM 

KOWALSKIS 
+  SPECIAL  GUEST 


8PM  FREE 

BEERS,  BROS, 

&  SKATE  VIDEOS 


9PM  FREE 

DJ  GRAY  HOUND 


J  600 17TH  STREET* 503-0393/ 


holidayiistings 

Tuesday  20 

From  page  60 

Folk/world/country 

Acoustic  open  mic  Axum  East,  1233  Polk ;  474- 
7743.  7 -10pm. 

Michael  Duffy  Plough  and  Stars.  9pm. 

Nobody  from  Ipanema  Elbo  Room.  9pm,  $6. 
‘Rockin’  Java  Open  Mic  for  Musicians’  Rockin' 
Java,  1821  Haight;  831-8842.  7:30-9:30pm. 

Bay  Area 

Sylvia  Herold  and  Chuck  Ervin  Julie's  Coffee 
and  Tea  Garden,  1223  Park,  Alameda;  (510) 
865-2385.  7pm,  free. 

Sauce  Piquante  Ashkenaz.  8:30pm,  $9. 

Starry  Plough  Open  Mic  Starry  Plough. 

7:30pm,  free. 

Dance  clubs 

Ace  of  Clubs  Cherry  Bar  and  Lounge.  9pm,  $5. 
Punk,  rockiglam,  and  metal  with  DJs  and  live 
bands. 

Afrobeat  Nation  Boom  Boom  Room.  10pm. 

With  DJ  Jeremiah,  Manicato,  and  Kalbass. 
Argentine  Tango  Practica  Metronome  Dance 
Center.  9pm-midnight,  $5. 

Ay  Karamba  Salsa  Glas  Kat.  7:45pm-2am.  Live 
salsa  bands,  Latin  DJs,  and  dancing. 

Broke  as  Fuck  Element  Lounge.  10pm-2am, 

$3.  Hip-hop,  dancehall,  funk,  and  soul  with 
DJs  4aM,  Havoc,  Ivry,  and  Centipede. 

The  Headphone  Mix  Delirium.  10pm-2am, 
free.  A  rock  ’n’  roll  party  presented  by  Al¬ 
abaster  Adams  and  Miss  Rye. 

Coco  Rico  Tunnel  Top.  10pm-2am,  free.  Latin, 
Brazilian,  and  Caribbean  rhythms  with  DJ 
Vanka,  Don  Bustamante,  and  guests. 
Development  AsiaSF.  10pm.  Reference,  Ray- 
gun,  and  Mykul  Crane  spin  breakbeat  and 
house. 

DIY  Karaoke  Annie's  Cocktail  Lounge,  15 
Boardman  PI;  703-0865.  9pm,  free. 

Elevator  in  the  Brain  Hotel  Sublounge.  9pm- 
2am,  free.  Indie  pop  and  rock  with  DJ  Dou¬ 
blekick  and  guests. 

Exist  Wish,  1539  Folsom;  278-9474.  7pm-2am, 
free.  Hip-hop,  lounge,  downtempo,  and  more. 
Feel  Good  Soluna  Cafe  and  Lounge.  9pm- lam, 
free.  R&B  and  soul  with  Mai-Lei  and  Sakel. 

Harry  Denton’s  Starlight  Room  Midnight,  $5. 
With  DJ  Sammi. 

Hugger  Mugger  Lit.  9pm,  free.  With  Forest 
Green,  Andy  W,  and  Clarity. 

Industrial  strength  Dragon  Bar,  473  Broad¬ 
way;  834-9383.  9pm-2am,  free.  Hip-hop. 

Lo-blo  Arrow.  10pm-2am,  free.  Rock,  pop,  hip- 
hop,  and  more  with  Fletcher  and  guests. 
Mockingbird  Beauty  Bar.  10pm- 2am,  free.  ’80s 
and  ’90s  rock,  punk,  new  wave,  post  pop,  and 
more. 

Neighborhood  Night  Argus  Lounge.  9pm.  With 
DJs. 

Rock  Out  Karaoke!  Amnesia.  7:30pm.  With 
Glenny  Kravitz. 

Rub  a  Dub  Tuesdays  Voda.  9pm-2am,  free. 

With  Mr.  E,  Wisdom,  and  guests. 

Soul  Fo’Real  Club  Six.  9pm-3am.  Live  jazz, 
neo-soul,  R&B,  and  spoken  word  open  mic. 
Spread  Love. Madrone  Lounge.  6pm-midnight, 
free.  Dub,  reggae,  soul,  R&B,  funk,  and  hip- 
hop  with  DJs  B-Love  and  Romanowski. 

The  Clap  Aunt  Charlie's,  133  Turk;  www.sui- 
cidetuesdays.com.  9pm,  $3.  Pop,  rock,  glam, 
disco,  Eurowave,  and  more  with  DJ  Gary 
Fembot  and  guests. 

Taboo  Pink ,  2925  16th  St;  www.pinksf.com. 
9pm-2am,  $5.  With  David  Harness. 

Taco  Tuesdays  Luna  Lounge,  1192  Folsom; 
626-6043.  6- 10pm.  House  music  with  M3, 
Anthony  Garlic,  and  Chulada. 

Tightwad  Tuesdays  26  Mix.  9pm,  $3.  Hip-hop, 
R&B,  and  club  classics  with  Mark  Spitz  and 
special  guests. 

Toke  Tuesdays  Anu,  43  Sixth  St;  543-3505, 
www.anu-bar.com.  10pm-2am,  free.  With 
Dawn  of  Sound. 

Trannyshack  Stud.  10pm-3am.  A  drag  show 
with  hostess  Heklina. 

Trashcan  Tuesdays  Skylark.  9pm-2am,  free. 
Throwaway  rock  from  the  70s  and  ’80s  with 
DJ  Kyle. 

Tsunami  Tuesdays  Oxygen  Bar,  Sushi  and  Sake 
Lounge.  8pm-midnight.  Old-school  and  funk 
with  DI  Rickochet. 

Bay  Area 

Jazzmine  Kingman's  Lucky  Lounge.  9pm,  free. 


Jazz,  soul,  and  rare  grooves  with  DJ  Jrs. 

Phat  Tuesday  Club  Rimshot,  2111  Franklin, 
Oakl;  (510)  444-2266.  6pm-2am.  Old-school, 
deep  house,  neo-soul,  R&B,  hip-hop,  and 
dancehall. 


holiday 

Holiday  listings  arc  compiled  by  Lydia  Browner, 
Sarah  Han,  Sean  Patrick  Maylone,  and  Justin  Yu. 
Listings  for  Wed/14-Tues/20  below;  check  back 
each  week  for  updated  events.  For  information  on 
how  to  submit  a  listing,  see  8  Days  a  Week. 

‘Great  Dickens  Christmas  Fair  and  Victorian 
Holiday  Party’  Cow  Palace,  2600  Geneva;  897- 
4555,  www.dickensfair.com.  Sat-Sun,  1  lam- 
7pm.  Through  Sun/ 18.  $8-20.  Step  into  a  day 
in  the  life  of  Victorian  London  at  this  annual 
fair,  featuring  costumed  characters  from  liter¬ 
ature  and  history,  street  vendors,  games,  and 
adults-only  “after  dark”  festivities. 

‘Light  Insight:  Holidays  at  the  Exploratorium’ 
Exploratorium,  3601  Lyon;  EXP-LORE.  Sat/17, 
llam-5pm ;  Sun/18,  10am-5pm;  Dec 24,  noon; 
Dec  26-31,  noon-2pm.  $8-13  (half  priced  ad¬ 
mission  Sat/ 17-Sun/ 18).  The  science  museum 
presents  a  series  of  events  that  explore  the 
wonders  of  light,  including  workshops  on  bi- 
oluminscence,  light-based  toys,  interactive 
light  sculptures,  and  a  holiday  film  program. 
‘Reindeer  Romp'  San  Francisco  Zoo,  1  Zoo  Rd, 
Sloat  Blvd  at  47th  Ave;  753-7080, 
www.sfzoo.org.  Daily,  10am-5pm.  Through  Jan 
1.  Free  with  paid  zoo  admission  ($4.50- 1 1 ). 
Bring  the  little  ones  to  see  what  Santa’s 
hoofed  helpers  really  look  like  at  this  special 
exhibit  featuring  four  antlered  reindeer. 

‘San  Francisco  SPCA  Holiday  Windows  Ex¬ 
press’  Macy’s,  Stockton  at  O’Farrell;  522-3500, 
www.sfspca.org.  During  store  hours,  through 
Dec  26.  Free.  The  SPCA  presents  an  adorable 
display  of  cats  and  dogs;  all  featured  pets  are 
available  for  adoption. 

Complete  listings  can  be 
found  at  www.sfbg.com. 


Bay  Area 

‘The  Christmas  Revels’  Scottish  Rite  Center, 
1547  Lakeside  Dr,  Oak;  (415)  773-1181, 
www.calrevels.org,  Fri,  7:30pm;  Sat-Sun,  1- 
5pm.  Through  Sun/ 18.  $15-42.  Celebrate  the 
Yuletide  in  grand  Scottish  medieval  style  with 
wasailing,  morris  dancing,  singing,  dancing, 
and  a  dragon. 

‘Holidays  at  Dunsmuir’  Dunsmuir  Historic  Es¬ 
tate,  2960  Peralta  Oaks  Ct,  Oakl;  (925)  275- 
9490,  www.dunsmuir.org.  Daily,  llam-5pm. 
Through  Sun/ 18.  $7-11.  The  mansion  presents 
self-guided  tours  of  its  historic  grounas,  holi¬ 
day  teas,  horse-drawn-carriage  rides,  and 
more. 

‘Holiday  Tea  at  the  Cohen  Bray  Home’  Bray 
Home,  1440  29th  Ave,  Oakl;  (510)  843-2906, 
www.cohen-brayhouse.info.  Sun/18,  1, 2, 3,  and 
4  pm.  $25.  Reservation  required.  Enjoy  tea,  sto¬ 
ries,  and  history  inside  this  Victorian  home. 
Knight  Ridder’s  Downtown  Ice  Circle  of  Palms, 
South  Market  St  across  from  Plaza  de  Cesar 
Chavez,  San  Jose;  (408)  279-1775,  ext  45, 
www.sjdowntown.com.  Wed/14-Thurs/15,  Jan 
3-15 ;  Mon-Thurs,  6- 10pm;  Fri,  5pm-midnight; 
Sat,  noon-midnight;  Sun,  noon- 10pm.  Dec  16- 
Jan  1:  noon-midnight.  $12-14.  A  glide  around 
this  outdoor  skating  rink  is  a  perfect  way  to 
ring  in  the  holidays;  price  includes  skate 
rentals. 

‘Making  Merry  and  Zeum’  Zeum,  221  Fourth 
St;  777-2800,  www.zeum.org.  Daily,  1  lam-5pm 
(Dec  24  and  31, 1  lam-3pm ;  Dec  25  and  /an  1, 
closed).  Through  Jan  1.  $5-7.  Bring  the  family 
to  Zeum  for  holiday  workshops,  exhibitions, 
performances,  and  more. 


benefit; 


'ACA  Cares  Christmas  Food  Drive’  Glide 


h  O I  id  3y  listings 

Memorial  United  Methodist  Church ,  330  Ellis; 
674-6000 ,  wmv.glide.org.  Mon/ 19.  Call  for 
hours.  Free.  Low  income  and  homeless  indi¬ 
viduals  are  invited  to  feast  on  an  Asian-fusion 
Christmas  dinner  prepared  by  the  Asian 
Chefs  Association. 

Grocery  bag  giveaway  Glide  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church,  330  Ellis;  674-6000, 
www.glide.org.  Tues/20,  8am-Ipm.  Free.  Glide 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  benefits 
from  this  event. 

‘Holiday  Fun  Run’  Begins  at  Pier  23;www.sfhol- 
idayrun.com.  Sun/18, 11am.  $30  registration 
fee.  Martin  Rottach  Foundation  and  the 
American  Heart  Association  benefits  from 
this  annual  run. 

‘Jingle  Belles’  540  Club,  540  Clement, 
www.hellsbellscarclub.com,  Sat/17,  7pm.  $5  do¬ 
nation  or  free  with  new  toy  donation.  The  fifth 
annual  Hell’s  Belle’s  Car  Club  SF  doll  drive 
and  holiday  party  features  classic  cars,  a  raffle, 
music,  and  a  collection  of  new  dolls  and  toys 
in  support  of  the  Hamilton  Family  Center. 
‘Mo’s  Kitchen  Holiday  Cabaret  Fundraiser'  San 
Francisco  Marriott,  55  Fourth  St;  674-60Q0, 
www.glide.org.  Wed/14,  6pm.  $200.  This  star- 
studded  event  features  a  performance  by  the 
Glide  Ensemble,  special  guest  appearances  by 
Will  Smith,  Jada  Pinkett-Smith,  and  La  Toya 
London,  and  much  more. 

‘Teddy  Bear  Tea’  Ritz-Carlton ,  600  Stockton; 
773-6198.  Daily,  10-1 1:30am  and  1 -2:30pm. 
Through  Dec  24.  $58.  Binky  the  Elf  and  the 
Ritz-Carlton  Teddy  Bear  make  appearances 
for  this  tea-time  event;  proceeds  benefit  the 
Greater  Bay  Area  Make-A-Wish  Foundation. 


Icelebrations 


Fresh  Ruby  Skye,  420  Mason;  693-0777, 
www.freshsf.com.  Sun/ 18,  6pm-midnight.  $15- 
20.  This  holiday  themed  t-dance  with  DJ 
Jamie  J  celebrates  the  CD  release  of  Dreamer 
‘05. 

‘Good  Vibes  High  Holiday  Party’  DNA  Lounge, 
375  11th  St;  522-5460,  www.goodvibes.com. 
Thurs/15,  8  pm.  $25.  Good  Vibrations  trans¬ 
forms  the  DNA  Lounge  into  a  high  school  for 
this  holiday  party;  porn  star  Nina  Hartley,  as 
well  as  rock  act  the  Charm  School  Drop  Outs 
and  DJ  Atomic  Pop,  make  up  the  school  fac¬ 
ulty. 

‘House  of  Voodoo  Deathmas  Ball’  II  Pirata, 
2007  16th  St;  www.houseqfvoodoo.com/events 
.shmtl.  Fri/16,  9pm.  $3-5.  Have  a  dark  and 
gloomy  holiday  at  this  dance  party  featuring 
DJs  Voodoo,  Purgatory,  and  guests  spinning 
goth,  glam,  industrial,  electro,  and  ’80s  music. 
‘Intersection  for  the  Arts  Holiday  Party  and 
Gift  Bazaar’  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446  Va¬ 
lencia;  626-2787,  www.  theinter section. org. 
Fri/16,  7:30pm.  Free.  Intersection  for  the  Arts 
(recently  celebrating  its  40th  birthday)  throws 
an  annual  holiday  party  that  includes  an  art 
auction,  crafts,  and  music. 

Santa  Claus  Conquers  the  Martians  screening 
Brainwash  Cafe,  1 122  Folsom;  255-4866, 
www. brainwash.com/calendar. h tmL  Sun/1 8, 
7pm.  Free.  See  8  Days  a  Week,  page  48. 

‘Three  Kinds  of  Stupid  and  Rickshaw  Stop 
Holiday  Dance  Party’  Rickshaw  Stop.  Sat/ 17, 
9pm,  $8.  A  DJ  dance  party  featuring  rap, 
dancey  rock,  funky  soul,  new  wave,  and  more 
with  DJs  BAS,  Caldridge,  and  Brother 
Grimm;  live  set  by  Scissors  for  Lefty. 

‘Winter  Solstice  Party’  Schroeder's  Restaurant, 
240  Front;  www.sfatheists.com.  Sat/17,  6pm. 
Free.  Join  the  San  Francisco  Atheists  at  this 
meet-and-greet  party  featuring  music,  a  ven¬ 
triloquist  act,  a  year-end  review,  and  an 
awards  ceremony. 

Bay  Area 

‘Holiday  Party  and  Boutique’  Sanchez  Concert 
Flail,  1220  Linda  Mar  Blvd,  Pacifica;  (650) 

355- 1 882,  www. pacificaperformances.  com. 
Thurs/15  7:30pm-9:30pm.  Free.  Browse  the 
many  booths  of  the  Pacifica  Performances 
holiday  party  and  boutique.  Peruse  and  pur¬ 
chase  seasonal  food,  drinks,  holiday  gifts  and 
cards,  and  enjoy  live  music  provided  by  the 
Seaside  Singers  and  the  Sanchez  Social  Club. 
'Zambomba!  A  Traditional  Flamenco  Holiday 
Celebration’  La  Pena  Cultural  Center,  3105 
ShattuckAve,  Berk;  (510)  849-2568.  Sat/ 17, 

$20.  This  celebration  of  flamenco  features 
guest  artists  Angelita  Agujetas,  Antonio  de 
Jerez,  and  Los  Ninos  Flamencos. 


‘In  Bed  with  Fairy  Butch  Hanukkah  Hoe  Down’ 

12  Galaxies,  2565  Mission;  970-9777.  Sat/ 17, 
9pm,  $10-15  sliding  scale.  9pm,  $10-15  sliding 
scale.  This  Hanukkah  show  for  butch  and 
FTM  admirers  includes  strippers  and  a  dance 
party  featuring  hip-hop,  disco,  old-school, 
and  more  with  DJ  Atomic  Pop. 

‘Multicultural  Chanukah  Celebration’  Golden 
Gate  Club,  Presidio,  135  Fisher  Loop;  386-2604. 
Sun/18,  l:30-4:30pm.  Free.  Black,  Asian,  Lati¬ 
no,  Native  American,  and  mixed-race  Jews 
and  their  friends  and  families  celebrate  the 
holidays  with  drumming,  dancing,  singing, 
workshops,  and  more. 

Bay  Area 

Hanukkah  Family  Program  ludah  L.  Magnes 
Museum,  2911  Russell,  Berk;  (510)  549-6950, 
www.magnes.org.  Sun/ 18,  2-4pm.  Free.  This 
event  for  the  whole  family  includes  Hanukkah 
music  from  the  National  Sound  Archives  in 
Jerusalem,  art  activities,  and  a  treasure  hunt. 
'Kwanzaa  Celebration’  Oakland  City  Center, 
adjacent  to  12th  St  BART  Station,  Oakl;  (510) 
628-9170,  ext  116,  www.oaklandcitycenter.com. 
Wed/ 14,  12pm- lpm,  free.  Witness  the  West 
African  Highlife  Band  offer  up  a  fusion  of 
African-  and  world-influenced  melodies. 


music 


‘An  American  Christmas.’  Old  First  Church, 
1751  Sacramento;  474-1608.  Sun/18,  3pm.  $15. 
Watch  as  a  chorale  of  125  young  males  from 
the  Ragazzi  Boys  Chorus  lend  their  Grammy- 
winning  vocals  to  classic  American  carols. 

‘An  Asian  Winter  and  Other  Litanies’  Old  First 
Church,  1751  Sacramento;  474-1608.  Fri/16, 
8pm.  $15-20.  The  Peninsula  Women’s  Chorus 
performs  music  from- Asia,  Hungary,  and 
other  parts  of  the  world  at  this  winter  con¬ 
cert. 

'A  Baroque  Christmas’  St.  Dominic's  Catholic 
Church,  2390  Bush;  567-7824,  www.stdo- 
minics.org.  Tues/20,  7:30pm.  $10-20.  Simon 
Berry  directs  this  concert  featuring  the 
Solemn  Mass  Choir  and  Orchestra. 

‘Camp  Clovenhoof’s  Wonderland  in  the  Winter 
Lodge’  Purple  Onion,  140  Columbus;  956- 
1653,  www.campclovenhoof.com.  Sat/17, 
9:30pm-2am.  $10.  This  holiday  music  show 
features  the  Hot  Hands  of  Explosion,  Legiti¬ 
mate  Business,  and  Nate  Mezmer  and 
Deshko. 

'A  Cathedral  Christmas:  The  Grace  Cathedral 
Choir  of  Men  and  Boys  with  Orchestra’  Grace 
Cathedral,  1 100  California;  1-866-468-3399, 
www.ticketweb.com.  Sat/17-Sun/18,  3pm; 
Mon/19,  7pm.  $15-50.  The  annual  concert 
presents  a  selection  of  Christmas  music  per¬ 
formed  by  the  world-renowned  choir. 

'A  Celtic  Christmas  with  Golden  Bough’  Old 
First  Church,  1751  Sacramento ;  474-1608. 

Sat/ 17,  8pm.  $15.  Broaden  your  horizons  and 
experience  through  the  wonder  of  rare  Scot¬ 
tish,  Irish,  and  Welsh  carols  as  sung  by  the 
modern-day  Celtic  minstrels  of  Golden 
Bough. 

‘A  Chanticleer  Christmas'  Memorial  Church, 
Stanford  University,  Stanford;  (650)  725-ARTS. 
Wed/14,  8pm.  $44.  (Also  Sat/17,  8pm,  St.  Igan- 
tius  Church,  650  Parker;  392-4400,  www.chan- 
ticleer.org.  $25-42.)  The  world-renowned  all¬ 
male  choral  ensemble  presents  this  holiday- 
themed  program  featuring  carols,  sacred 
works,  and  spirituals. 

Contra  Costa  Chorale  Wells  Fargo  History  Mu¬ 
seum,  420  Montgomery,  (415)  396-4165, 

Mon/ 19,  noon.  time.  Free.  Join  this  respected 
community  chorus  for  a  program  of  tradi¬ 
tional  and  unusual  carols. 

Frankye  Kelly  and  Her  Quartet  Wells  Fargo  His¬ 
tory  Museum,  420  Montgomery,  (415)  396- 
4165,  Wed/14,  noon.  Free.  Jazz  and  blues  vo¬ 
calist  Kelly  performs  jazz  and  Christmas 
music. 

Golden  Gate  Boys  Choir  and  Bellringers  Wells 
Fargo  History  Museum,  420  Montgomery, 

(415)  396-4165,  Fri/16,  noon.  Free.  This  will 
be  a  concert  full  of  songs  to  “ring"  in  the  holi¬ 
day  season. 

Handel’s  Messiah  Grace  Cathedral,  1100  Cali¬ 
fornia;  621-7900,  www.americanbach.org. 
Thurs/15,  7:30pm.  $20-50.  Jeffrey  Thomas 
leads  the  American  Bach  Soloists  Chorus  and 
Orchestra  at  this  concert. 


‘Home  for  the  Holidays’  Castro  Theater,  429 
9  Castro;  864-ARTS,  www.sfgmc.org.  Thurs/15, 
7pm  (also  Dec  24,  5,  7,  and  9pm).  $15-20.  San 
Francisco  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  presents  this 
show  commemorating  the  40th  anniversary 
of  “A  Charlie  Brown  Christmas.” 

The  Klez-X  Wells  Fargo  History  Museum,  420 
Montgomery,  (415)  396-4165,  Fri/15,  noon. 
Free.  This  concert  features  a  mix  of  high  ener¬ 
gy  modern  and  traditional  klezmer  music. 

‘Let  It  Shine:  Holiday  Music  for  the  Season  of 
Light’  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Church,  1755  Clay; 
www.musae.org.  Sun/18, 4pm.  $10-20.  Eigh¬ 
teen-member  women’s  ensemble  Musae  per¬ 
form  works  by  Bach,  Symko,  Porpora,  and 
holiday  classics. 

‘A  Medieval  Christmas’  St.  Gregory  Nyssen 
Episcopal  Church,  500  DeHaro;  979-5779. 

Sat/ 17,  8pm.  $18-25.  (Also  Sun/ 18,  4pm,  St. 
Paul’s  Episcopal  Church,  114  Montecito,  Oakl; 
same  phone  number  and  price.)  The  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Choral  Artists  perform  early  Christmas 
music  under  the  direction  of  Magen 
Solomon;  stick  around  for  the  postconcert  re¬ 
ception  featuring  refreshing  mead. 

‘Los  Straightjackets  and  Pontani  Sisters 
Christmas  Pageant’  Slims,  333  11th  St; 255- 
0333.  Thurs/15,  8pm.  $16.  This  music  and 
dance  concert  features  masked  rockers  Los 
Straightjackets  performing  Christmas  songs 
and  retro-glam  dancers  the  Pontani  Sisters. 
‘Veronica  Klaus’  Blue  Holiday  Show’  Jazz  at 
Pearl’s,  256  Columbus;  291-8255.  Thurs/15, 
8:30  and  10:30pm.  $5-10.  Jazz  chanteuse 
Veronica  Klaus  is  joined  by  Tammy  L.  Hall 
and  her  trio  at  this  holiday  show. 

‘A  Very  Shut-Ins  Christmas’  Amnesia,  853  Va¬ 
lencia ;  970-0012.  Thurs/15,  9pm.  Call  for  price. 
The  Shut-Ins  perform  with  Grizzly  Peak  Blue- 
grass  band  at  this  country-tinged  holiday 
show. 

Bay  Area 

‘Brian  Setzer  Orchestra  Christmas  Extrava¬ 
ganza’  Fox  Theatre,  2215  Broadway,  Redwood 
City;  (650)  369-4119.  Tues/20,  7:30pm,  $55-90. 
The  former  Stray  Cat  performs  shows  in  sup¬ 
port  of  his  latest  CD  Dig  That  Crazy  Christ¬ 
mas  and  DVD  Christmas  Extravaganza. 
Broceliande  Christ  the  King  Lutheran  Church, 
1301  MowryAve,  Fremont;  (510)  797-3724. 
Sat/ 17,  7:30pm,  $15.  The  celebrated  Celtic- 
music  vocal  and  instrumental  ensemble  pres¬ 
ents  a  concert  of  Christian  and  pagan  holiday 
melodies. 

‘Et  in  Terra  Pax/And  on  Earth,  Peace’  St. 

Raphael's  Church,  1104  Fifth  Ave,  San  Rafael; 
(415)  392-4400.  Fri/16,  8pm.  $14-45  (Also  Dec 
21,  8pm,  Davies  Symphony  Hall,  201  Van  Ness; 
same  phone  number  and  price.)  The  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Girls  Chorus  presents  their  annual  holi¬ 
day  concert  program  that  centers  on  the 
theme  of  world  peace. 

Juanita  Ulloa  The  Dance  Palace,  5th  and  B  St., 
(415)663-1075,  www.dancepalace.org,  Fri/16, 
7:30pm.  Free.  (Also  Sun/ 18,  5:30  and  7pm, 

Pena  PachaMama,  1630  Powell,  SF;  (415)  646- 
0018.  Free  with  dinner.  Tues/20,  noon.  Wells 
Fargo  History  Museum,  420  Montgomery, 

(415)  396-4165.  Free.)  Award-winning  vocal¬ 
ist  Juanita  Ulloa  presents  a  program  of  sea¬ 
sonal  music  for  the  whole  family. 

‘W.A.V.E.  Christmas  Concert'  Lake  Merrit  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  1330  Lakeshore,  Oakl; 
(510)  465-4793,  www.wavewomen.org  Fri/17, 

8  pm.  $5-15.  The  Women’s  Antique  Vocal  En¬ 
semble  presents  “What  Sweeter  Music,”  a  con¬ 
cert  of  English  and  Spanish  Christmas  music. 


nutcrackers! 
and  cracked  nutsl 


‘The  MeshugaNutcracker!’  Presentation  The¬ 
atre,  Univesity  of  San  Francisco,  2350  Turk 
Blvd;  1-877-456-4849,  www.NJTF.org.  Tues- 
Thurs,  Sat,  7:30pm;  Sun,  l-5pm.  Through 
Sun/ 18.  $18-36.  The  National  Jewish  Theatre 
Festival  presents  this  Chanukah-themed  ren¬ 
dition  of  Tchaikovsky’s  score. 

‘The  Nutcracker’  Cowell  Theater,  Bldg  A,  Fort 
Mason  Center,  Marina  at  Laguna;  441-3400, 
wyvw.fortmason.org.  Sat/ 17-Sun/ 18, 2  and 
7pm.  $23.50.  The  esteemed  City  Ballet  School 
in  association  with  City  Youth  Ballet  present  a 
unique  performance  of  the  timeless  play 
showcasing  the  talents  of  young  students  ages 
6  through  17. 

‘The  Nutcracker'  War  Memorial  Opera  House, 
301  Van  Ness;  865-2000,  www.sjballet.org,  Dec 


15-23,  and  26,  2  and  7pm  (no  2pm  show 
Thurs/15);  Dec 24,  1  lam  and  4pm;  Dec  27-29, 
2pm.  Through  Dec  29.  $18-140.  Featuring  cho¬ 
reography  by  Helgi  Tomasson  and  costumes 
designs  by  Martin  Pakledinaz,  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Ballet’s  annual  performance  is  sure  to 
delight  all. 

‘Nutcracker  Nutz  and  Boltz’  Marsh,  1062  Va¬ 
lencia ;  826-5750.  Dec  17-23, 27-30, 2pm.  $15- 
22.  Puppet  troupe  Liebe  Wetzel’s  Lunatique 
Fantastique  performs  its  unique  rendition  of 
this  traditional  holiday  favorite. 

Bay  Area 

‘The  Hard  Nut'  Zellerbach  Hall,  UC  Berkeley, 
Bancroft  Way  at  Telegraph,  Berk;  (510)  642- 
0212.  Thurs/15-Sat/17,  8pm  (also  Sat/17, 

2pm);  Sun/18,  3pm.  $32-60.  The  Mark  Morris 
Dance  Group  presents  its  adaptation  of  the 
traditional  ballet. 

‘The  Nutcracker’  Julia  Morgan  Center  for  the 
Arts,  2640  College,  Berk;  (510)  843-4689. 
Fri/16-Sat/17,  7pm  (also  Sat/ 17, 2pm);  Sun/ 18, 
2pm.  $20.  The  Berkeley  Ballet  Theater  pres¬ 
ents  their  rendition,  choreographed  by  Sally 
Streets  and  Robert  Nichols  and  directed  by 
Sarah  Marcus  and  David  Kato. 

‘The  Nutcracker’  Paramount  Theatre,  2025 
Broadway,  Oakl;  (510)_286-8914,  www.oak- 
landballet.org.  Sat/ 17 -Tues/20,  2pm;  Dec  21, 
7:30pm.  $6-54.  See  Dance  Critic’s  Choice. 


heater,  comedv, 
md  performance 


‘Beach  Blanket  Babylon  Seasonal  Extravagan¬ 
za’  Club  Fugazi,  678  Beach  Blanket  Babylon 
Blvd  (Green  St);  421-4222.  This  week:  Wed/ 14, 
5pm  and  8pm;  Thurs/15,  Tues/20,  8pm;  Fri/16 
and  Sat/17,  7pm  and  10pm;  Sun/18,  lpm  and 
4pm.  $25-75.  Steve  Silver’s  musical  comedy 
features  pop-culture  figures,  tap-dancing 
Christmas  trees,  and  one  huge  Christmas- 
themed  hat. 

‘Black  Nativity'  lj)rraine  Hansberry  Theatre ; 
620  Sutter;  474-8800,  www.lhlsf.org.  Thurs- 
Sat,  8pm;  Sun,  4pm.  Through  Dec  24.  $25-32. 
The  Lorraine  Hansberry  Theatre  presents  the 
25th  anniversary  of  their  annual  holiday  pro¬ 
duction;  this  year  features  a  newly  adapted 
version  of  the  Langston  Hughes  play. 

‘The  Christmas  Ballet’  Yerba  Buena  Center  for 
the  Arts  Theater,  700  Howard;  978-2787.  Wed- 
Fri,  8pm;  Sat,  2  and  8pm;  Sun,  2pm.  Through 
Dec  23.  $20-60.  Smuin  Ballet  presents  their 
annual  holiday  show  featuring  tap  dancing, 
swing,  ballet  and  more  to  classical,  klezmer, 
jazz,  and  pop  music. 

‘A  Christmas  Carol’  Geary  Theater,  415  Geary; 
749-2228,  www.act-sf.org.  This  week:  Wed/ 14- 
Sun/ 18,  7pm  (also  Wed/14,  Sat/ 17-Sun/ 18, 
Tues/20,  7pm).  Through  Dec  24.  $18-80.  A 
Christmas  Carol  is  holiday  fare  of  a  special 
kind.  Being  an  existential  morality  tale,  it  has 
a  little  bit  of  terror  at  the  heart  of  it.  This  was 
Dickens’s  great  innovation:  a  Christmas  ghost 
story.  (Although  the  biblical  Christ  story 
comes  with  a  pretty  spooky  denouement  al¬ 
ready,  for  some  reason  it’s  never  made  it  into 
Christmas  celebrations  proper.)  American 
Conservatory  Theater’s  new  version  of  the 
holiday  classic,  co-adapted  by  artistic  director 
Carey  Perloff  and  Paul  Walsh,  plays  up  the 
spectacle  associated  with  the  traditional  fami¬ 
ly  feature,  deploying  some  clever  and  impres¬ 
sive  stage  effects,  as  well  as  an  original  score 
by  Karl  Lundeberg  (expansive  and  enchanted 
for  the  most  part,  though  interspersed  with  a 
few  not  very  memorable  songs).  The  drama, 
however,  comes  over  fitfully  well.  Some  pac¬ 
ing  and  timing  issues  (that  will  probably  be 
smoothed  out  in  the  long  run)  are  partly  to 
blame.  But  there’s  also  just  more  emphasis 
placed  on  humor  and  joy  throughout,  so  that 
even  the  fine  Giles  Havergal’s  Scrooge  never 
seems  as  bitter  and  irremediable  as  he  should. 
Whatever  you  want  to  say  about  humor  and 
joy  —  it’s  Christmas  after  all  —  their  impact 
is  greater  when  the  darkness  and  emptiness 
inside  Scrooge  and  his  world  are  allowed  a 
little  more  face  time  with  the  audience. 

( Robert  Avila) 

‘A  Christmas  Carol  for  Velma  Gutflesh’  Exit 
Theatre  Cafe,  156  Eddy;  (707)  889-6170. 
Fri/16-Sat/17,  8:30pm.  $15.  The  National  The¬ 
atres  of  the  Americas  presents  this  comedy  by 
Joe  Hogan  about  Velma  Guttlesh,  an  unstable 
woman' who’s  visited  by  the  ghosts  of  love  and 


redemption  for  the  holidays. 

‘Christmas  is  the  Best!  Variety  Show’  Amne¬ 
sia,  853  Valencia;  970-0012.  Sun/18,  9pm  $7. 
Uni  and  Dr.  Trucker,  Illbilly  Fegltc  Fresh,  and 
the  Chainsaw  Chubettes  perform  at  this  vari¬ 
ety  show. 

‘Christmas  with  Kielbasia  and  Katya’  Martu- 
ni’s,  4  Valencia;  wmv. kielbasia.com.  Sun/18, 
7pm.  $5.  Drag  divas  Kielbasia  and  Katya  per¬ 
form  at  this  holiday  variety  show  featuring 
music,  sing-alongs,  banter,  and  more. 
‘Cinderella’  £eum,  221  Fourth  St; 
www.african-americanshakes.org  www.tick- 
etweb.com.  Fri-Sun,  3pm  (also  Fri-Sat,  8pm;  no 
8pm  show  Dec  31;  no  show  Dec  24).  Through 
Dec  31.  $20-25.  African-American  Shake¬ 
speare  Company  presents  this  classical  fairy 
tale  told  from  an  African  American  cultural 
perspective. 

‘A  Classic  Christmas  Special’  Florence  Gould 
Theater,  Palace  of  the  Ugion  of  Honor,  Lincoln 
Park,  34th  Ave  and  Clement;  392-4400. 

Sun/18, 2pm.  $30-35.  This  holiday  concert 
features  San  Francisco  Opera  singers  Kristin 
Clayton  and  Bojan  Knezevic,  a  ballet  per¬ 
formance  of  “The  Little  Match  Girl,”  pianist 
David  Shepard  and  trumpeter  Kale  Cumings, 
and  a  performance  of  “The  Gift  of  the  Magi.” 
‘High  Water  Radio’  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  Theatre, 
3301  Lyon;  392-4400.  This  week:  Wed/ 14- 
Sat/17,  Tues/20,  8pm  (also  Sat/ 17, 2pm); 
Sun/18,  2pm.  Through  Jan  1.  $24-35.  The 
Pickle  Circus  presents  this  exciting  holiday 
show  featuring  high-flying  acrobats,  clowns, 
music  by  the  Tin  Hat  Trio,  and  more. 

‘Holiday  Follies’  Bayfront  Theatre,  Fort  Mason 
Center,  Bldg  B,  Webster  and  Marina;  www.im- 
prov.org.  Fri/16-Sat/17,  8pm.  $12-15.  Players 
perform  an  improvisational  show  about  what 
happens  behind  the  scenes  of  a  fictional  long- 
running  holiday  production. 

‘Holiday  Shorts  III’  Phoenix  Theatre,  414 
Mason,  sixth  fl ;  (925)  283-9937,  www.brook- 
side-art.org.  Thurs/15  and  Sun/18, 8pm.  $14- 
16.  This  performance  features  a  collection  of 
holiday-themed  shorts  by  Bay  Area  play- 

Continued  on  page  64 


RADIO  WORTH  WATCHING 

TALK  MUSIC  HILARITY  WISDOM 


December  17: 

We're  airing  the  show  that 
no  one  could  hear  last  week... 
no  tickets  available! 

December  3,  Live  from 
the  Empire  Plush  Room 
in  the  York  Hotel, 

940  Sutter  Street, 
in  San  Francisco 

Mary  Wilson 
(www.marywilson.com) 

Doris  Kearns  Goodwin, 
author  of  TEAM  OF  RIVALS 
(www.simonsays.com) 

Cindy  Sheehan, 

author  of  NOT  ONE  MORE 

MOTHER'S  CHILD 

(http://www.koabooks.com/) 

Kevin  Starr, 

author  of  CALIFORNIA 

(www.modernlibrary.com) 

Juanita  Ulloa 

(www.juanitamusic.com) 

Peppino  D'Agostino  & 

Stef  Burns 

(www.peppinodagostino.com) 
West  Coast  Live  Poet  Laureate 
Guy  Johnson 

December  24  &  31: 

Watch  this  space  for  news 
about  special  holiday  shows! 


The  national  public  radio 
show  where  it's  o.k.  to  have  1 
fun  -  Intrepid?  Work  the 
aquaphone  EITHER/OR  in  per¬ 
son,  KALW  91.7  fm.  Internet, 
Sirius  PRI  108 


Saturdays  lOam-Noon 

WCL.ORG 
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K  SAN  FRANCISCO  SYMPHONY 

holiday  concerts 

Celebrate  the  holidays  at  Davies  Symphony  Hall  with  concerts  for 
the  entire  familyl  This  holiday  season,  bring  your  friends  and  family  to  Davies 
Symphony  Hall  for  the  joyous  gift  of  traditional  yuletide  favorites,  pop  music, 
roof-raising  gospel  choruses,  Broadway  hits,  and  a  lobby  filled  with  enchantingly 
decorated  evergreen  trees. 


Wed  Dec  14  8pm 
Thu  Dec  1 5  8pm 

Colors  of 
Christmas 

Starring  Peabo  Bryson, 
Aaron  Neville,  Melissa 
Manchester,  and 
Oleta  Adams 

Four  sensational  music 
stars— one  unforgettable 
Christmas  show! 
Superstars  Peabo  Bryson, 
Aaron  Neville,  Melissa 
Manchester,  and  Oleta 
Adams  team  up  for  a 
concert  of  chart-topping 
hits  and  soulful  holiday 
songs.  These  performances 
sold  out  last  year— buy 
your  tickets  early. 

Tickets:  $18-$77 

Sorry,  ticket  exchange 
and  group  discounts  are 
not  available. 

Note:  This  concert  has 
amplified  sound. 

Sponsored  by 


Fri  Dec  16  8pm 
Sat  Dec  17  8pm 
Sun  Dec  18  2pm 

(Flint  Center.  Cupertino) 

Choral 

Christmas 

Spectacular 

Vance  George 
conductor 

SF  Symphony 
and  Chorus 

The  glorious  sound  of  the 
SFS  and  the  sheer  power 
of  our  140-voice  Chorus 
join  forces  to  bring  you 
this  magnificent  program! 
This  spectacular  Christmas 
program  includes  0  Come 
AH  Ye  Faithful.  Brahms's 
Hallelujah  Chorus  from 
Triumphlied.  and  The 
First  Nowell.  You  can  sing 
along  to  such  classics  as 
Silent  Night  and  Jingle 
Bells.  Join  us  as  Chorus 
Director  Vance  George 
conducts  his  final 
concerts  at  the  San 
Francisco  Symphony. 

DSH  Tickets:  $29-$65 

Sorry.  Center  Terrace  seats 
are  not  available. 

Flint  Tickets:  $29-$55 


Sat  Dec  17 
1pm  &  4pm 

Peter  and 
the  Wolf 


SFS  Youth  Orchestra 
Benjamin  Shwartz 

conductor 

Val  Diamond  narrator 


Prokofiev's  charming 
children's  tale  is  hosted 
by  Val  Diamond,  star  of 
San  Francisco's  own 
Beach  Blanket  Babylon. 
The  concert  concludes 
with  a  traditional  sing- 
along —perfect  for  music 
lovers  of  all  ages. 
Tickets:  $12-$44 


Sun  Dec  18  2pm 

The  Wondrous 
Sounds  of 
Christmas 

San  Francisco 

Saxophone  Quartet 
Douglas  Rioth  and 
Karen  Gottlieb  harps 
Charles  Rus  organ 
Nicolle  Foland  soprano 
The  San  Francisco 
Saxophone  Quartet 
returns  to  ring  in  the 
holiday  season!  The 
smooth  sound  of 
saxophones  blends 
with  angelic  harps,  the 
mighty  Ruffatti  organ, 
and  the  crystalline  voice 
of  Nicolle  Foland  to  create 
an  unforgettable  evening. 
The  whole  family  will 
enjoy  the  yultide  season 
with  this  magical  and 
heartwarming  perform¬ 
ance.  featuring  Christmas 
classics  and  audience 
sing-a  longs! 

Tickets:  $12-$52 


Sun  Dec  18  7pm 

A  Gospel 
Christmas 

Albert  McNeil 

Jubilee  Singers  of 
Los  Angeles 

A  program  of  spirituals, 
gospel  choruses,  and 
holiday  music  which 
promises  to  raise  the 
roof  and  is  guaranteed 
to  get  you  on  your  feet. 
This  concert  sold  out 
last  year— buy  your 
tickets  now! 

Tickets:  $12-$52 

<m wm> 

Thu  Dec  22  7pm 

Count  Basie 
Orchestra 

Bill  Hughes  conductor 
Butch  Miles  drums 
Melba  Joyce  vocalist 
17  Grammy  Awards. 

2  Grammy  Hall  of  Fame 
Awards.  1  Legendary 
Big  Band— the  one 
and  only  Count  Basie 
Orchestra.  The  musical 
joy  and  big  band  sound 
of  swing  that  Count  Basie 
created  lives  on  through 
the  superb  orchestra  that 
bears  his  name.  The  Count 
Basie  Orchestra  and  Bill 
Hughes  invite  you  for 
some  Kansas  City-style 
Basie  Swing  with  a 
Christmas  ring! 

Tickets:  $12-$52 


Sat  Dec  31  9pm 

New  Year’s 
Eve  Gala 

Edwin  Outwater 

conductor 

Christiane  Noll,  Doug 
LaBrecque.  William 
Michals  vocalists 
Ring  in  the  New  Year  with 
a  grand  gala  celebration 
of  Viennese  waltzes  and 
show-stopping  hits 
featuring  Broadway  stars 
Christiane  Noll  ( Jeky/B 
Flyc/e).  Doug  LaBrecque 
( The  Phantom  of  the 
Opera),  and  William 
Michals  (Disney's  Beauty 
and  the  Beast).  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  concert,  the 
celebration  includes 
champagne,  party  favors, 
and  dancing! 

Tickets:  $90-$  1 55 
Sorry,  ticket  exchange 
and  group  discounts  are 
not  available. 


Sun  Jan  1  2pm 

Vienna 
Woods/New 
York  Nights: 
Songs  of  Two 
Cities 


Edwin  Outwater 

conductor 

Christiane  Noll,  Doug 
LaBrecque,  William 
Michals  vocalists 


An  afternoon  of  Viennese 
waltzes  and  show¬ 
stopping  hits  featuring 
Broadway  stars  Christiane 
Noll  (Jekyl  Ft  Hyde).  Doug 
LaBrecque  (The  Phantom 
of  the  Opera),  and 
William  Michals  (Disney's 
Beauty  and  the  Beast). 
Tickets:  $15-$86 


call  (415)  864-6000 
click  sfsymphony.org 

Monday-Friday  10am-6pm 
Saturday  noon-6pm 

Tickets  for  the  Flint  Center  concert  are  also  available 
through  tkketmaster  Call  408-998-T1XS. 


Groups  of  10  or  more  save  20%  on  select 
performances!  Call  (415)  503-531 1 
for  more  information, 

A //  concerts  at  Davies  Symphony  Hall  unless 
otherwise  noted.  Programs  subject  to  change 

Media  sponsor:  |;M* ?Mqk1 


holidayiistings 

Theater 

From  page  63 

wrights  from  the  Brookside  Repertory  The¬ 
atre. 

‘House  Of  Burlesque’  Bender’s  Bar,  806  S  Van 
Ness;  824-1800.  Fri/ 16,  10pm.  $8.  Misha  em¬ 
cees  this  burlesque  show  featuring  Cherry 
Lix,  Velvet  Siren,  Ruby  Sparks,  Lily  Le  Rouge, 
Roky  Roulette,  Miss  Banana  Peel,  Oddum 
Pandemonium,  Maid  Pixie  Upalot,  and  DJ 
Boonie  Bondage. 

‘A  John  Waters  XXXmas’  Fillmore,  1805 
Geary;  346-6000.  Wed/ 14,  meet  and  greet, 
6:30pm;  shoW,8pm.  $35-75.  John  Waters  and 
Jonathan  Richman  run  the  night’s  entertain¬ 
ment;  VIP  ticket-holders  can  attend  preshow 
meet  and  greet. 

‘Let  It  Snow!  An  Improvised  Musical’  Phoenix 
Theater,  414  Mason;  869-5384,  www.un- 
scripted.com.  Fri/16-Sat/17,  8pm;  Sun/18, 

3pm.  $10-15.  The  Un-Scripted  Theater  Com¬ 
pany  presents  a  full-length  improvised  musi¬ 
cal. 

‘Not  Even  a  Mouse’  Theatre  Rhinoceros,  2926 
16th  St;  861-5079.  Fri/16-Sat/17,  8pm;  Dec 
Sun/18, 2pm.  $10-15  sliding  scale.  This  Christ- 
mas-themed  production  set  in  Edwardian 
times  is  written  and  directed  by  Daniel  To¬ 
bias. 

‘Oy  Vey  in  a  Manger’  Herbst  Theatre,  401  Van 
Ness;  392-4400.  Fri/ 16,  8pm.  $25-35.  See  8 
Days  a  Week,  page  48. 

‘Really  Rosie’  New  Conservatory  Theatre  Cen¬ 
ter,  25  Van  Ness;  861-8972,  www.nctcsf.org. 
Sat/17-Sun/18, 2  (also  Sat,  4pm);  also  Dec  27- 
31, 2  and  4pm.  Through  Dec  31.  $8-14.  New 
Conservatory  Theatre  Center  presents  this 
holiday  musical  event  featuring  music  by  Car¬ 
ole  King. 

‘The  Santaland  Diaries’  and  ‘Season’s  Greet¬ 
ings’  Off  Market  Theater,  Stage  250,  965  Mis¬ 
sion;  896-6477,  ext  2.  Thurs-Sun ,  8pm. 

Through  Dec  30.  $20-25.  Director  Richard 
Ryan  brings  the  hilarious  stories  of  David 
Sedaris  to  life. 

Bay  Area 

‘A  Christmas  Carol’  Napa  Valley  District  Audi¬ 
torium,  2475  Jefferson,  Napa;  1-800-557- 
NVRT.  Sat/ 17, 23,  8  pm;  Sun/ 18,  and  Dec  24, 
2pm;  Dec  21-22,  7:30pm.  Through  Dec  24.  $15- 
28.  The  Napa  Valley  Repertory  Theatre  pres¬ 
ents  a  new  adaptation  by  Domenique  Lozano 
of  the  classic  Christmas  tale. 

‘Cirque  Do  Somethin”  Marsh  Berkeley,  Gaia 
Arts  Center,  2120  Allston  Way,  Berk;  1-800- 
838-3006,  www.themarsh.org.  Sat/ 17 -Sun/ 18, 
Dec  27-30,  lpm.  $10-15  sliding  scale.  Moshe 
Cohen  and  Unique  Derique  present  this  holi¬ 
day  circus  arts  performance. 

La  Posada:  A  Christmas  Play  Chabot  College 
Little  Theatre,  25555  Hesperian  Blvd,  Hay¬ 
ward;  (510)  723-6830,  www.chabotcollege.edu. 
Thurs-Sat,  7pm.  Through  Sat/ 17.  $5.  This  fam¬ 
ily-friendly  performance  features  comedy,  ro¬ 
mance,  and  music. 

‘New  Jew  Revue’  142  Throckmorton  Theatre, 
142  Throckmorton,  Mill  Valley;  (415)  383- 
9600.  Fri/16,  8pm.  $10-15.  Brent  Weinbach, 
Louis  Katz,  Jacob  Sirof,  Moshe  Kasher,  Sam 
Arno,  Alex  Koll,  Mo  Mandel,  and  Lynn  Ruth 
Miller  perform. 

‘North  Pole  Review’  Asian  Branch  Library,  388 
Ninth  St,  Ste  190,  Oakl;  (510)  238-3400. 
Tues/20, 2pm.  Free.  Fratello  Marionettes  pres¬ 
ents  this  fun  and  zany  production  to  get  you 
in  the  holiday  spirit. 

‘The  Snow  Cat’  Bay  Area  Discovery  Museum, 
Fort  Baker,  557  McReynolds  Rd,  Sausalito; 
(415)  339-3900,  www.baykidsmuseum.org. 

Sat/ 17-Sun/ 18,  1  lam;  Dec  28-30,  1  lam  and 
,  12:30pm.  $8-10.  The  Bay  Area  Discovery  Mu¬ 
seum  presents  jazz  musician  and  composer 
Dmitri  Matheny’s  musical  interpretation  of  a 
medieval  Japanese  fable. 

‘Whiskers!’  Dean  Lesher  Regional  Center,  1601 
Civic  Dr,  Walnut  Creek;  (925)  943-7469. 
Wed/14-Thurs/15,  9:15am,  11:15am,  and 
1:15pm;  Dec  20-21,  11:15am,  1:15  pm,  and 
7:15pm;  Dec  22,  1:15pm,  3:15pm,  7:15pm.  $8- 
15.  This  Galatean  Players  Ensemble  Theatre 
present  this  musical  for  the  entire  family 
based  on  Margery  Williams’  classic  The  Vel¬ 
veteen  Rabbit. 

‘Winnie-the-Pooh  Christmas  Tail’  Sonoma 
Count y  Repertory  Theater,  104  N.  Main  St,  Se¬ 
bastopol;  (707)  823-0177.  Sat/17,  llam-lpm . 
$5-7.  Theater  for  Young  Audiences  presents 
Sonoma  County  Repertory  Theater’s  produc¬ 
tion  featuring  Winnie-the-Pooh  and  friends. 


‘Festival  of  Lights’  Union  Street,  between 
Gough  and  Steiner;  1-800*310-6563,  www.sre- 
sproductions.com,  www. unionstreetsf.com. 

Sat/ 17,  noon-4pm.  Free.  Come  out  and  watch 
beautiful  art  form  in  front  of  your  eyes  as  pro¬ 
fessional  ice  sculptors  bring  holiday  fantasies 
to  life. 

‘Winter  Break  Workshops’  Randall  Museum, 
199  Museum  Way;  554-9600.  Tues,  lOam-noon 
and  lpm-3pm.  Through  Dec  30.  $11.  Enjoy 
loads  of  hands-on,  low-cost  workshops  ex¬ 
ploring  arts,  crafts,  and  sciences.  Classes  fill  up 
fast,  so  register  soon! 

‘Winter  Wonderama’  San  Francisco  Public  Li¬ 
brary,  Eureka  Valley/Harvey  Milk  Branch,  3555 
16th  St;  355-5616.  Tues/20,  10:30am.  Free. 

(Also  Tues/20, 2pm,  San  Francisco  Public  Li¬ 
brary  Ingleside  Branch,  1649  Ocean;  355-2820. 
Free.)  Children  ages  three  to  seven  are  invited 
to  this  winter-themed  event  featuring  story- 
telling,puppetry,  songs,  magic  performances, 
and  more. 


Bay  Area 

‘Holidays  on  Solano’  Solano  Ave,  Berk  and  Al¬ 
bany;  w'ww.solanoave.org.  Sat,  I0am-2pm. 
Through  Dec  24.  Free.  Celebrate  the  holidays  at 
this  annual  neighborhood  event,  where  you 
can  shop  in  area  stores  while  enjoying  live  en¬ 
tertainment.  Skinny  Santa  Claus  drops  by 
Sat/ 17  from  10am-2pm. 

‘Night  of  Remembrance’  Chapel  of  the  Chimes, 
4499  Piedmont,  Oakl;  (510)  228-3207.  Wed/ 14, 
6-9pm.  Free.  This  evening  is  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  loved  ones  who  have  passed  on. 
‘Breakfast  with  Santa’  Oakland  Zoo,  9777  Golf 
Links  Rd,  Oakland;  (510)  632-9525.  Sat/ 17- 
Sun/ 18,  9am-noon.  Free  with  zoo  admission 
($5.50-9,  breakfast  cost  is  extra).  Before  visiting 
the  animals  at  the  zoo,  stop  to  have  a  tasty 
breakfast  and  have  your  photo  taken  with 
Santa  Claus. 

Cookie  decorating  Lakeview  Branch  Library, 
550  El  Embarcadero,  Oakl;  (510)  238-7344. 
Fri/16, 3:30pm.  Free  Subhaishini  Coburn  leads 
this  cookie-decorating  workshop  for  the  whole 
family. 

‘Las  Posadas’  Cesar  Chavez  Branch  Library, 
3301  East  12th  St,  Ste  271,  Oakl;  (510)  535- 
5620.  Sat/ 17,  3pm.  Free.  Learn  about  Mexican 
holiday  traditions  from  anthropologist  Sonia 
Ramifez  Garcia  while  enjoying  Mexican  bread, 
hot  chocolate,  and  coffee. 


rts  and  crafts! 


‘Affordable  Art’  City  Art  Gallery,  828  Valencia; 
970-9900,  www.cityartgallery.org.  Wed-Sun, 
noon-9pm.  Through  Jan  29.  Free.  You  can  buy 
masterpieces  for  $150  or  less  at  this  show  fea¬ 
turing  art  by  local  artists. 

Artist-Xchange  holiday  gift  fair  Artist-Xchange, 
3169 16th  St;  864-1490.  Sat,  noon-6pm. 

Through  Dec  24.  Free.  Local  artists  and  design¬ 
ers  sell  their  works  at  this  event. 
Braunstein/Quay  holiday  group  show  Braun- 
stein  Quay,  430  Clementina;  278-9850.  Opens 
Sat/ 17, 3-5pm;  gallery  hours,  Tues-Sat,  1  lam- 
5:30pm.  Through  Jan  7.  Free.  This  group  show 
features  new  and  smaller  works  by  Braunstein/ 
Quay  gallery  artists. 

‘Christmas  Art  Salon’  La  Casa  Del  Libro,  973 
Valencia;  285-1399, 

www.librerialcasadellibro.com.  Fri/16,  7pm; 

Sat/ 17  llam-7pm.  Free.  This  art  sale  will  fea¬ 
ture  works  by  1 8  artists. 

‘Christmas  Stockings:  an  Erotic  Holiday’  Fusion 
Artwork  Gallery,  lower  level  of  Stormy  Leather, 

1 158  Howard;  821-2431.  Daily,  noon-7pm. 
Through  Jan  4.  Free.  This  titillating  art  show 
features  works  by  Carolyn  Weltman,  Ray  Lean¬ 
ing,  Barbara  Jensen,  Jack  Henslee,  Howard 
Austin  Feld,  Erik  Drudwyn,  Sherri  Grotts,  and 
others. 

Creativity  Explored’s  holiday  art  sale  Creativity 
Explored,  3245  16th  St;  863-2108,  www.creativi- 
tyexplored.org.  Mon- Fri,  10am-3pm ;  Sat,  I- 
6pm.  Through  Dec  31.  Free.  This  art  sale  fea¬ 
tures  works  by  artists  with  developmental,  psy¬ 
chiatric,  and/or  physical  disabilities. 

‘Faith  Holiday  Faire’  12  Galaxies,  2565  Mission; 
970-9777.  Sun/18,  noon-5pm.  Free.  The  third- 
annual  fair  features  one  of  a  kind  spirituality- 
focused  gifts,  jewelry,  tarot  card  readings,  and 
live  music. 

‘Feria  Urbana’  Canvas  Gallery,  1200  Ninth;  504- 
0060.  Sat/ 17-Sun/ 18,  noon-5pm.  Free.  Get  the 
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art  tistings 

perfect  gift  for  your  hip  friends  at  this  clothing, 
accessory,  and  craft  show  featuring  wares  by 
Bay  Area  artists  and. designers. 

‘Infill  Studios  and  the  Third  Street  Art  Collec¬ 
tive’s  Open  Studios  and  Holiday  Party’  Ameri¬ 
can  Industrial  Center,  2345  Third  St,  Ste  236- 
237;  jezebelOOI@yahoo.com.  Thurs/15,  7-9pm. 
Free.  Artists  from  the  American  Industrial 
Center  present  their  new  work  at  this  party. 
Mexican  Museum  holiday  art  sale  Fort  Mason 
Center,  Bldg  D,  Marina  at  Laguna;  202-9700, 
www.mexicanmuseum.org.  Tues-Sat,  11am- 
5pm.  Through  Dec  23.  Free.  This  holiday  art 
sale  features  works  by  local  and  international 
artists. 

Ruby’s  Clay  Studio  annual  holiday  show  Ruby’s 
Clay  Studio  and  Gallery,  552A  Noe ;  558-9819. 
Daily,  10am-7pm.  Through  Jan  3.  The  gallery 
presents  this  holiday  show  featuring  works  by 
30  ceramists. 

Springer-Croke  fine  art  group  holiday  exhibit 

Springer-Croke  Fine  Art,  3236  Sacramento;  931- 
1779.  Wed-Sat,  llam-5pm,  and  by  appt. 
Through  Jan  20.  The  gallery  presents  this  show 
featuring  paintings,  sculpture,  and  mixed 
media  works  by  Marcine  Franckowiak,  Susan 
Friedman,  Ginny  Parsons,  and  others. 

Studio  holiday  sale  Space  743,  743  Harrison; 
777-9080.  Wed/14-Sat/17,  noon-5pm,  and  by 
appt.  Buy  ceramics  of  all  kinds  at  this  art  sale. 
Velvet  da  Vinci  holiday  show  Velvet  da  Vinci, 
2015  Polk;  441-0109.  Mon-Sat,  noon-6pm;  Sun, 
noon-5pm .  Through  Dec  31.  This  15th  annual 
art  show  features  the  latest  work  by  the 
gallery’s  artists. 

Bay  Area 

Berkeley  Artisans  holiday  open  studios  Various 
locations,  Berk ;  (510)  845-2612,  www.berkele- 
yartisans.com.  Sat/  17-Sun/ 18,  Uam-6pm.  Free. 
Take  a  self-guided  tour  of  the  studios  of  more 
than  100  Berkeley  artists  and  craftspeople  (a 
map  can  be  downloaded  on  the  Web  site). 
Berkeley  Farmers’  Market  holiday  crafts  fair 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Civic  Center  Park,  Center 


at  MLK  Jr  Wy,  Berk;  (510)  548-3333,  www.ecol- 
ogycentcr.org.  Sat/17, 10am-4pm.  Free.  Buy  or¬ 
ganic  produce  and  handmade  goods  while  en¬ 
joying  live  folk,  jazz,  rock,  blues,  and  world 
music  and  spoken  word  at  this  outdoor  com¬ 
munity  affair. 

Berkeley  Potter's  Guild  holiday  sale  and  show 

Berkeley  Potter's  Guild,  731  Jones,  Berk ;  (510) 
524-7031,  www.berkeleypotters.com.  Sat-Sun, 
and  Dec  19-24, 10am- 6pm.  Through  Dec  24. 

Free  Buy  ceramic  art  at  this  event  featuring 
works  for  sale  by  20  artists  and  a  gallery  show, 
“Playing  With  Fire.” 

‘Bizarre  Bazaar’  Blankspace  Gallery,  6608  San 
Pablo,  Oakl;  (510)  547-6608,  www.blankspace- 
gallery.com.  Sat/17,  6- 10pm.  Free.  Small  artwork, 
clothing,  and  crafts  are  for  sale  at  this  event. 
Holiday  exhibition  and  sale  Creative  Growth  Art 
Center,  35524th  St,  Oakl;  (510)  836-2340,  ext  15. 
Sat,  10am-4pm.  Through  Jan  6.  Free.  Creative 
Growth  presents  its  yearly  exhibit  and  sale  fea¬ 
turing  works  by  more  than  140  visual  artists 
with  disabilities. 

Telegraph  Avenue  Holiday  Street  Fair  2005’ 

Telegraph  Ave  between  Dwight  Way  and  Ban¬ 
croft  Way,  Berk;  (510)234-1013.  Sat/ 17-Sun/ 18, 
Dec 23-24,  llam-6pm.  Free  More  than  200 
artists,  merchants,  and  community  groups  set 
up  for  this  four-block  street  fair  featuring  a 
handmade  craft  show. 


events 

Events  listings  are  compiled  by  Laurie  Koh.  See  8 
Days  a  Week  for  information  on  how  to  submit 
items  to  the  list  ings. 


‘Poster  Show’ 

Through  Dec.  31,  Super  7 


No  wonder  this  city  is  mad  for  the  stuff  —  John  Pilsworth  introduced 
the  modern  silk-screen  process  to  San  Francisco  in  1 91 4,  and  the  art 
and  the  DIV  worlds  have  never  been  the  same.  So  let’s  honor  this  pa¬ 
tron  saint  of  the  serigraph  and  do  something  new  this  holiday  season:  lim¬ 
ited  edition  silk-screen  prints  for  the  whole  family!  Head  to  the  Super  7 
store  in  Japantown  (by  way  of  the  newly  reopened  Kinokuniya  Stationery 
and  Gift  for  all  your  stationery  needs  —  great  stocking  stuffers!)  for  the 
aptly  named  “Poster  Show”  (up  through  the  end  of  the  year)  featuring 
original  silk-screen  art  and  concert  posters  by  a  lot  of  hot,  hot,  hot  artists 
at  great,  great,  great  prices.  Thank  you,  I  would  like  one  of  Heather  Amunn 
Dey’s  supercute,  Marimekko-influenced  Apple  Birds  ($40;  a  print  of  two 
birds  perched  inside  a  green  apple).  Ifthafs  out  of  stock,  then  I'd  take  one 
ofDey's  Bird  Trees  ($40;  a  white  bird  sits  atop  a  green  tree,  and  a  heart 
escapes  its  beak).  It  sings  a  song  of  love!  A  variation  on  the  same  theme  is 
Dora  Drimalas's  Heart  Breakout.  The  pixilated  heart  is  breaking,  Tetris- 

style,  but  we  are  not  sad, 
because  the  print  (white  on 
red  and  only  $30)  is  so 
lovely.  Pair  it  with  Jeff  Dey’s 
sad  Fat  Robot  (again,  only 
I  $40.  Sheesh!)  and  you  have 
a  love  no  software  program 
can  fix.  Combine  both  of 
those  with  Drimalas’s  Me 
Love  ($40)  —  a  fixed-gear 
and  a  geared  bike  facing 
each  other,  a  black  heart  * 
blooming  between  the  two 
—  and  you  have  love,  San  Francisco  style!  It’s  Valentine’s  Day  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  Yay!  Your  kid  brother  could  spice  up  his  walls  with  UNKL,  Bwana 
Spoons,  Chris  Pew,  or  Jeremy  Fish  prints,  all  priced  between  $15  and  $40. 
And  for  Mom?  Elizabeth  Azen’s  Vuitton’s  Forest.  Nothing  says  love  like  “I 
spent  $1 50  on  you!”  Call  for  hours,  1630  Post,  SF.  (415)  409-4700, 
www.super7store.com.  (Katie  Kurtz) 

Love  letters:  katiejkurtz@gmail.  com 


BIKE  LOVE,  2005  BY  DORA  DRIMALAS 
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Around  town 

Michael  Chabon,  Tim  Pratt,  David  Kippen  A 

Clean  Well-Lighted  Place  for  Books,  601  Van 
Ness;  44 1 -6670,  www.bookstore.com.  7pm,  free. 
See  8  Days  a  Week,  page  48. 

Nell  Irvin  Painter  Commonwealth  Club  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  595  Market,  2nd  fl;  www.common- 
wealthclub.org.  6pm,  $18  (free  for  members). 
Princeton  University’s  Edwards  Professor  of 
American  History  lectures  on  African  Ameri¬ 
can  identity. 

Benefits 

‘One  Love’  Club  6,  60  Sixth  St; 
www.clubsixl.com.  9pm-2am,  $5.  More  than  a 
dozen  deejays  spin  at  this  benefit  for  Creative 
Interventions,  including  Satva,  Sake  1,  and 
PantyRobber. 


lTHHElETIE 


Around  town 

T.  Thom  Coyle  Fields  Book  Store,  1419  Polk; 
673-2027,  www.fieldsbooks.com.  7 -9pm,  free. 
Join  a  spiritual  discussion  and  book-signing 
with  the  author  of  Evolutionary  Witchcraft. 
Brian  Latell  World  Affairs  Council,  312  Sutter; 
293-4600,  www.itsyourworld.org.  6pm,  $5-15. 
The  author  of  After  Fidel:  The  Inside  Story  of 
Castro’s  Regime  and  Cuba’s  Next  Leader  speaks 
on  the  political  future  of  Cuba. 

‘Panopticon  of  North  Beach’  Live  Worms 
Gallery,  1345  Grant;  309-6026.  7-1  lpm,  free. 
View  visual  art  by  Lawrence  Ferlinghetti, 
George  Long,  Agneta  Falk,  Jack  Hirschman, 
Fanny  Renoir,  and  several  others.  Through 
Fri/16. 

Benefits 

‘Sweet  ’Stache  Showdown’  Rickshaw  Stop,  155 
Fell;  861-2011,  www.m4ksf.org.  6:30-9:30pm, 
$10  sliding  scale.  See  8  Days  a  Week,  page  48. 

Bay  Area 

‘Eye  of  the  Storm’  La  Pena  Cultural  Center, 
3105  Shattuck,  Berk;  www.lapena.org.  6pm,  $5 
($10  after  7pm).  Spoken-word  artist  Aya  De 
Leon,  Vukani  Mawethi  Choir,  Glide’s  Vernon 
Bush,  and  other  hip-hop,  gospel,  and  soul 
artists  perform  at  this  CD  release  party  to 
benefit  Ella  Baker  Center  programs. 


liilifiVfllS 

Benefits 

‘Interruptions’  Counter  PULSE,  1310  Mission; 
626-2060,  www.counterpulse.org.  8pm,  $10. 
The  Bluestockings  dancers,  Taproot  Dance 
Project,  SuperBigRockStar,  and  others  per¬ 
form  to  benefit  CounterPULSE. 

‘No  Whining  Allowed’  Make-Out  Room,  3225 
22nd  St;  289-2000,  www.ftloose.org.  7:30pm- 
9:30pm,  $5-25  donation.  See€  Days  a  Week, 
page  48. 

‘Panopticon  of  North  Beach’  Live  Worms 
Gallery,  1345  Grant;  309-6026.  7-1  lpm,  free. 
See  Thurs/15. 


iaturdav  17 


Around  town 

Festival  de  Arte  Latinoamericano  Independi- 
ente  Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latina  Arts, 
2868  Mission;  www.missionculturalcenter.org. 

1 -4pm,  free.  Enjoy  Latin  American  art,  music, 
theatre,  visual  arts,  and  more. 

Benefits 

Bindlestiff  benefit  and  CD  release  party  Lo- 

cusArts,  180Capp;  www.bindlestiffstudio.org. 
8pm,  $7-15.  Bands  Echo  of  Bullets,  Sputter- 
doll,  JOAL,  and  others  perform  at  this  compi¬ 
lation  CD  release  party.  The  evening  benefits 
the  Bindlestiff  Capital  Campaign. 

‘Circus  Exquisitus’  CounterPULSE,  1310  Mis¬ 
sion;  289-2000,  www.ftloose.org.  8:30pm,  $25. 


Eat  Cake  aerial  dancers,  comedian  Carolyn 
King,  burlesque  hula-hoopers  Nicollee  and 
Eden,  plus  other  performance  artists  stage  a 
circus  to  benefit  the  Women  on  the  Way  Festi¬ 
val. 

‘Soja’s  Upward  Spiral  Kiirtan  Tour'  Yoga  Tree, 
519  Hayes; . 

www. theupwardspiralkiirtantour.com.  8pm, 
$5-10.  Soja  musical  group  performs  Indian 
Kiirtan  music  to  benefit  AMURT  and 
AMURTAL 

Bay  Area 

Punk  benefit  show  Long  Haul  Infoshop,  3124 
Shattuck,  Berk;  (510)  223-7688.  8pm,  $5. 

Bands  Abi  Yoyos,  Up  the  Voltage,  Future 
Adults,  and  others  perform  to  benefit 
GirlyFest. 


sundav  18 


Around  town 

‘Funk  ’N’  Trunk  Show’  Levende  Lounge,  1710 
Mission;  864-5585,  www.levendesf.com.  4-7pm, 
free.  DJ  Seven  spins  as  you  shop  for  styles  by 
local  clothing  designers. 


Around  town 

‘Ask  a  Scientist  Holiday  Puzzle  Party’  Bazaar 
Cafe,  5927. California;  751-5376,  www.askasci- 
entistsf.com.  7pm,  free.  Puzzle  master  Steven 
Bodovitz  leads  a  mind-bending  evening  of 
puzzle-solving. 


art 

Art  listings  are  compiled  by  Sarah  Han.  Because 
of  space  limitations,  new  art  shows  are  listed  the 
week  they  open  ( thereafter,  shows  are  listed  on  a 
rotating  basis).  For  information  on  how  to  sub¬ 
mit  lutings  to  this  section ,  see  8  Days  a  Week. 
For  complete  listings  go  to  www.sfbg.com. 
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First  Annual  Rabbi  Martin  Weiner  Lecture  Series  —  FREE 


Does  someone  offer 

tip. 

a  scholar’s  insights 

on  the  Bible  and 

JPI 

my  life? 

DR. 

TAMARA 

COHN  ESKENAZI 

Professor  of  Bible,  HliC-JIR,  Los  Angeles 

One  of  the  nation  s  leading  biblical  scholars 

Fri.,  Dec.  16,  8:00  PM 

Women  in  the  Bible  as  Sources  of  Transformation 

6:00  PM  —  Kabbalat  Shabbat  Service 
7:00  PM  —  Optional  Dinner  ($15):  registration  required 

Sat.,  Dec.  17, 12:45  PM 
Did  They  Fall  or  Were  They  Pushed? 

Adam  and  Eve  in  the  Garden  of  Temptation 
Transgression  and  Transformation 

10:30  AM  — Shabbat  Service 
Noon  —  Complimentary  Lunch:  registration  required 


Yo  register:  call  Carrie  at  346-1720,  ext.  18  or 
email  crice@sherithisrael.org 


Yes,  Sherith  Israel! 

Congregation  Sherith  Israel 

2266  California  St.  al  Webster  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94115 
415.346.1720  •  www.sherithisrael.org 
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California  Historical  Society  678  Mission ;  357- 
1848.  Wed-Sat,  noon-4:30pm.  $3,  $1  seniors 
and  students,  free  for  six  and  under  and  mem¬ 
bers.  “The  Summer  of  Love,”  photographs  by 
Gene  Anthony  and  posters  by  Wilson,  Mouse, 
Griffin,  Moscoso,  and  Kelley.  Through  Ian  28. 
California  Palace  of  the  Legion  of  Honor  Lin¬ 
coln  Park  (near  34th  Ave  and  Clement);  863- 
3330.  Tues-Sun,  9:30am-5pm.  $8,  $6  seniors, 

$5  for  12  to  17,  free  for  lOand  under  (free 
Tues).  “Connoisseurship  and  Commerce:  The 
Legacy  of  R.E.  Lewis.”  Almost  45  prints 
owned  by  art  dealer  and  collector,  R.E.  Lewis. 
Through  Feb  19.  “After  the  Ruins,  1906  and 
2006:  Rephotographing  the  San  Francisco 
Earthquake  and  Fire.”  Forty-six  lucent  photo¬ 
graphs  and  four  panoramas  that  pair  vintage 
images  of  the  aftermath  of  the  1906  earth¬ 
quake  with  modern  renderings  of  the  sites  by 
Mark  Klett.  Dec  17- June  4. 

Chinese  Historical  Society  of  America  965 
Clay;  391-1 188.  Tues-Fri,  noon-5pm ;  Sat-Sun, 
noon-4pm.  $3,  $2  seniors  and  students,  $1  for  5 
and  under.  “Remembering  C.C.  Wang.” 

Works  by  the  Chinese  calligrapher  and  brush 
painter.  Through  Mon/ 19. 

Contemporary  Jewish  Museum  121  Steuart; 
344-8800,  www.thecjm.org.  Sun-Thurs,  noon- 
6pm.  $5,  $4  seniors  and  students,  free  for  12 
and  underand  members.  “Intersections: 
Reading  the  Space.”  An  exhibition  of  collabo¬ 
rative  and  individual  works  by  three  women 
artists  from  three  continents,  three  cultural 
backgrounds,  and  three  religions.  Through 
Feb  26. 

de  Young  Museum  Golden  Gate  Park,  50  Hagi- 
wara  Tea  Garden  Dr  (near  Fulton  and  10th 
Ave);  750-3614.  Tues-Sun,  9:30am-5:15pm 
(Fri,  9:30am-8:45pm).  $10,  $7  seniors,  $6 
youths  13-17  and  college  students  with  ID  (free 
first  Tues).  “Hatshepsut:  From  Queen  to 
Pharoah.”  The  inaugural  exhibition  at  the 
new  de  Young  Museum  featuring  art  created 


RAINY  DAY 

GHOSTFIGHTER 


SUPER7  CREATED  A  TOY  TO  HELP  THE 
VICTIMS  OF  HURRICANE  KATRINA. 
ONLY  100  OF  THESE  TRANSLUCENT 
BLUE  VINYL  GUYS  WERE  MADE  AND 
THE  PROCEEDS  GO  DIRECTLY  TO 
CHARITIES  WORKING  ON  THE  CLEAN 
UP  OF  NEW  ORLEANS.  PICK  ONE  UP 
AT  THE  SUPER7  STORE  AND  HELP  OUT 
SOME  PEOPLE  IN  NEED! 


SUPER7 STORE 

1  630  POST  ST. 

SF  /  CA  /  941  15 
415.409.4700 

SUPER7STORE.COM 

SUPER7MAGAZINE.COM 


Art 

From  page  65 


during  the  reign  of  the  female  Egyptian 
pharaoh.  Through  Feb  5.  “Re-Classifying 
History:  Catherine  Wagner.”  Works  by  the 
Bay  Area  photographer.  Through  Feb  12.  * 
“Masterworks  of  American  Photography.”  A 
survey  of  major  American  photographs  from 
the  Museums  permanent  collection.  Through 
Feb  12.  “Jasper  Johns:  45  Years  of  Master 
Prints.”  Almost  45  prints  by  the  renowned 
artist.  Through  Feb  12. 

GLBT  Historical  Society  657  Mission,  Gallery 
No.  300;  777-5455,  www.glbthistory.org.  Tues- 
Sat,  l-5pm.  $4,  $2  seniors  and  students. 
“Sporting  Life:  GLBT  Athletics  and  Cultural 
Change  from  the  1960s  to  Today.”  An  exhibit 
focusing  on  the  role  of  sports  in  the  gay  com¬ 
munity.  Through  Dec  31. 

Museo  Italo  Americano  Fort  Mason  Center, 
Bldg  C,  Marina  at  Laguna;  673-2200.  Wed- 
Sun,  noon-5pm  (first  Wed,  noon-7pm).  $3,  $2 
students  and  seniors,  free  for  1 1  and  under. 
“Automatic  Desires.”  Sculptures  by  Sharon 
Que.  Through  Dec  31.  “Venice  and  Beyond.” 
Photographs  by  Luca  Campigotto.  Through 
Dec  31. 

San  Francisco  Museum  of  Modem  Art  151 

Third  St;  357-4000.  Fri-Tues,  1  lam-5:45pm ; 
Thurs,  1  lam-8:45pm.  $12.50,  $8  seniors,  $7 
students,  free  for  12  and  under  and  members 
(free  first  Tues;  half  price  Thurs,  6-8:45pm). 
“Turning  Back;  A  Photographic  Journal  of 
Re-exploration.”  Photographs  by  Robert 
Adams.  Through  Jan  3.  “Kiki  Smith:  A  Gath¬ 
ering,  1980-2005.”  A  survey  of  Smith’s  20-year 
career.  Through  Jan  29.  “Chuck  Close:  Self- 
Portraits,  1967-2005.”  More  than  80  works  by 
Close.  Through  Feb  28.  “Architectural  Ab¬ 
stractions.”  Photographs  by  Todd  Eberle.  Dec 
16-March  7.  “New  Work;  Wangechi  Mutu.” 
Three  collaged  works  on  Mylar,  sculptures, 
and  a  site-specific  wall  installation  by  Mutu. 
Dec  16-April  2. 

San  Francisco  Performing  Arts  Library  and 
Museum  401  Van  Ness,  fourth  fl;  255-4800. 
Tues-Fri,  llam-5pm;  Sat,  l-5pm.  Free.  “Show 
Business:  Irving  Berlin’s  Broadway.”  Draw¬ 
ings,  photographs,  designs,  posters,  sheet 
music,  and  newspaper  illustrations  celebrat¬ 
ing  Berlin’s  contributions  to  Broadway. 
Through  Sat/ 17. 

Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts  701  Mission; 
978-ARTS.  Tues-Wed,  and  Fri-Sun,  noon-5pm; 
Thurs,  noon-8pm.  $6,  $3  seniors,  students,  and 
youths,  free  for  members  (free  first  Tues).  “The 
Zine  Unbound:  Kults,  Werewolves  and  Sar¬ 
castic  Hippies.”  Selected  artworks  from  zine 
editors  and  contributors  from  K48,  Werewolf 
Express,  and  Plot  and  Cold. Through  Dec  30. 
“New  Work  by  Cornelia  Parker.”  Sculptural 
installation  by  Turner  Prize  finalist  Parker. 
Through  March  5.  “Recent  Work  by  Wang 
Du.”  The  first  American  solo  exhibition  by 
Du.  Through  March  5. 


I  Para  que  vas  a  Madrid? 
cPara  que  vas  al  DF? 

I  Para  que  vas  a 
Buenos  Aires? 
iMejor  ven  a 
LA  CASA  DEL  UBRO! 
Tenemos  todos  los  libros 
que  buscas  y  mis ... 
arte,  cine,  literatura,  musica  ... 
ITe  esperamosl 

Art  Gallery  &  English/ 
Spanish  Bilingual  Bookstore 

973  Valencia  @  21st 

(415)  285-1399 

www.  librerialacasadellibro.  com 


Bay  Area 

Judah  L.  Magnes  Museum  291 1  Russell,  Berk; 
(510)  549-6950.  Sun-Wed,  llam-4pm.  $4,  $3 
students  and  seniors.  “The  Danube  Exodus: 
The  Rippling  Currents  of  the  River.”  An  in¬ 
teractive  installation  by  Peter  Forgacs  and  the 
Labyrinth  Project.  Through  Jan  22.  “Case 
Study:  Emanu-El  Sisterhood  for  Personal 
Service.”  an  exhibition  about  the  changing 
social  roles  for  California  women  in  the  20th 
century.  Through  Feb  5.  “REVISIONS  Larry 
Abramson:  Searching  for  an  Ideal  City.”  Ex¬ 
perimental  installations  inspired  by  the 
Magnes’s  permanent  collections.  Through 
Feb  19. 

Oakland  Museum  of  California  WOO  Oak, 

Oakl;  (510)238-2200.  Wed-Fri,  lOam-Spm; 
Sat,  10am-8pm;  Sun,  noon-6pm  (jirst  Fri, 
10am-9pm).  $8,  $5  seniors  and  students  (free 
second  Sun.).  “Baseball  As  America.”  An  exhi¬ 
bition  organized  by  the  National  Baseball  Hall 
of  Fame  and  Museum.  Through  Jan  22. 
Phoebe  A.  Hearst  Museum  of  Anthropology 
103  Kroeber  Hall,  Room  3712,  UC  Berkeley, 
Berk;  (510)  643'- 1193.  Wed-Sat,  10am  4:30pm; 
Sun,  noon-4pm.  $4,  $3  seniors,  $1  students,  free 
for  12  and  under.  “Tesoros  Escondidos:  Hid¬ 
den  Treasures  from  the  Mexican  Collections.” 
More  than  200  artifacts  from  the  17th  to  20th 
centuries.  Through  Dec  23. 

UC  Berkeley  Art  Museum  2626  Bancroft  Way, 
Berk;  (510)  642-0808.  Wed  and  Fri-Sun, 

11  am- 5pm ;  Thurs,  llam-7pm.  $4-8  (free  first 
Thurs).  “Yosemite  in  Time.”  An  exhibition  ex¬ 
ploring  the  history  of  Yosemite  National  Park 
through  the  works  of  photographers  Mark 
Klett  and  Byron  Wolfe  and  historian  Rebecca 
Solnit.  Through  Dec  23.  “Taisho  Chic  Japan¬ 
ese  Modernity,  Nostalgia,  and  Deco.”  An  ex¬ 
hibition  on  the  impact  of  Western  culture  on 
early-20th-century  Japan.  Through  Dec  23. 
“Turning  Corners.”  Innovative  masterworks 
from  the  UC  Berkeley  Art  Museum  collec¬ 
tion.  Through  Jan  22.  “Figurations.”  Recent 
paintings,  photographs,  and  sculptures. 
Through  Jan  22.  “Matrix  219:  Wilhelm  Sas- 
nal.”  New  works  by  Sasnal  that  draw  on  Pare 
Lorentz’s  film  The  River.  Through  Feb  27. 

\ 


alleries 


Opening 

Amaru  510  Valencia;  424-9663.  Tues-Sun,  N 
noon- 10pm.  “Winter  Solstice  Art  Show  and 
Anniversary  Celebration,”  works  by  Tino  Ro¬ 
driguez,  Virgo  Paraiso,  Keith  Gaspari,  and 
Jose  Antonio  Contreras.  Thurs/ 1 5, 7- 1  Opm. 
Balazo18  Art  Gallery  2183  Mission;  430-7091. 
Call  for  hours.  “Pervasion,”  visual  artworks, 
films,  and  live  performances.  Fri/ 16, 8pm. 
Brian  Gross  Fine  Art  49  Geary;  788-1050.  Tues- 
Fri,  10:30am-5:30pm;  Sat,  1  lam-5pm.  “Draw¬ 
ings,”  works  by  Andrea  Way.  Dec  1 5-Jan  28. 
CELLspace  2050  Bryant;  648-7562.  Daily, 
lOam-lOpm.  “Iron  or. . . ,”  works  in  metal  and 
other  media  (reception  Thurs/15, 7-10pm). 
Dec  15-30. 

Heather  Marx  Gallery  77  Geary,  second  fl;  627- 
9111.  Tues-Fri,  10:30am-5:30pm;  Sat,  11am- 
5pm.  “Histories,”  works  by  Michael  Hall,  Erik 
Sandberg,  and  Maki  Tamura  (reception 
Thurs/15, 5:30-7:3»pm).  Dec  15-Jan  28. 

Live  Worms  Gallery  1345  Grant;  309-6026. 
Daily,  3-9pm.  “Panopticon,”  a  two-day  event 
featuring  more  than  40  artists  including 
Lawrence  Ferlinghetti,  George  Lon,  Agneta 
Falk,  Jack  Hirschman,  Rebecca  Peters,  and 
others.  Thurs/15, 7-1  lpm-Fri/16, 1  lam-9pm. 

Bay  Area 

African  American  Museum  and  Library  659 

14th  St,  Oakl;  (510)  637-0200.  Tues-Sat,  noon- 
5:30pm.  “Wrapped  in  Pride:  Ghanian  Kente 
and  African  American  I  ndentity,”  African  tex¬ 
tiles  made  by  the  Asante  and  Ewe  peoples  of 
Ghana  and  Togo.  Dec  15-Jan  19. 

Ongoing 

Ampersand  International  Arts  1001  Tennessee; 
285-0170.'Thurs-Fri,  1  lam-5pm,  and  by  appt. 
“There  is  No  Failure  Here,”  works  by  Lori 
Gordon;  “Creature  Comfort,”  works  by  Re¬ 
becca  Szeto.  Through  Fri/ 16. 

Anthony  Meier  1969  California ;  351-1400. 
Tues-Fri ,  1  lam-5pm ;  Sat,  by  appt.  Works  by 
Tony  Feher.  Through  Fri/ 16. 

Baxter  Chang  Patri  Fine  Art  Hotel  Nikko,  222 


Mason;  397-2000.  Mon-Sat,  10am-6pm.,  and 
by  appt.  “The  Contemporary  Landscape,” 
works  by  Lisa  Blatt,  Matthias  Geiger,  Bill  Ja¬ 
cobson,  Stephen  Joseph,  Kim  Keever,  Richard 
Lohmann,  Chris  McCaw,  Denny  Moers,  and 
Robert  Stivers.  Through  Feb  28. 

California  Institute  of  Integral  Studies  1453 
Mission ;  575-6242.  Mon-Fri,  9am-6:30pm. 
“Culture  and  Civilizations:  A  Visual  Journey,” 
works  by  Gerald  Huth.  Through  Fri/ 1 6. 

Elins  Eagles-Smith  Gallery  49  Geary,  Ste  520; 
981-1080.  Tues-Fri,  10:30am-5:30pm;  Sat, 
Uam-5pm.  “From  Reality  to  Abstraction,” 
new  works  by  Ricardo  Mazal.  Through 
Sat/ 17. 

Femina  Potens  Gallery  465  S  Van  Ness;  217- 
9340,  www.feminapotens.com.  Thurs-Sun, 
noon-6pm.  “Left  in  the  Dark:  Portraits  of  San 
Francisco  Theatres,”  photographs  by  R.A. 
McBride  exploring  the  history  of  film  exhibi¬ 
tion  in  San  Francisco.  Through  Tues/20. 
Galleria  Tempest  1742  Polk;  567-7452.  Wed- 
Sat,  llam-6pm;  Sun,  noon-5pm.  “Small 
Souls,”  handmade  dolls  by  Richard  Doyle. 
Through  Dec  24. 

Gallery  16  1616  16th  St,  third  fl;  626-7495. 
Mon-Fri,  9am-5pm,  and  by  appt.  “A  Group  of 
Mostly  Unrelated  Things,”  works  by  Lowell 
Darling,  Michelle  Grabner,  Stefan  Kirkeby, 
Tucker  Nichols,  Deborah  Oropallo,  Gay  Out¬ 
law,  Rex  Ray,  and  others.  Through  Jan  6. 

Giant  Robot  SF  622  Shrader;  876-GRSF.  “Let’s 
Share,”  works  by  Evah  Fan,  Jack  Long,  and 
Susie  Ghahremani.  Through  Dec  21. 

Haines  49  Geary,  fifth  fl;  397-81 14.  Tues-Fri, 
10:30am-5:30pm;  Sat,  10:30am-5pm.  “Direc¬ 
tor’s  Choice,”  contemporary  art  objects  from 
Asia.  Through  Dec  31. 

Hallway  Bathroom  Gallery  39/A  S  Van  Ness; 
864-3278.  Sat,  noon-6pm.  “Well  All  Right,” 
works  by  Nancy  Chan,  Don  Roller,  Paul 
Urich,  and  Jessica  Cadkin;  curated  by  Brion 
Nuda  Rosch.  Through  Sat/ 17. 

Jewish  Community  Library  1835  Ellis ;  567- 
3327,  ext  704.  “On  the  Road  to  Morocco,” 
photographs  taken  during  the  Jewish  Com¬ 
munity  Federation  of  San  Francisco’s  travels 
to  Morocco.  Through  Thurs/15. 

John  Berggruen  Gallery  228  Grant;  781-4629. 
Mon-Fri,  9:30am-5:30pm;  Sat,  10:30am-5pm. 
“A  Cautionary  Tale,”  new  sculptures  and 
drawings  by  Kiki  Smith.  Through  Dec  22.  * 
Line  Real  Art  1632C  Market;  503-1981.  Tues- 
Sat,  noon-6pm,  and  by  appt.  “The  Artist’s 
Touch,  the  Sleight  of  Hand,”  works' by  Sarah 
Cain,  Veronica  Dejesus,  Ruth  Laskey,  Tucker 
Nichols,  Analia  Saban,  Jamie  Vasta,  and 
Claude  Zervas.  Through  Sat/ 17. 

Michael  Martin  101  Townsend,  Ste  207;  543- 
1550.  Tues-Fri,  llam-5pm.  New  paintings  by 
Henry  Jackson.  Through  Fri/ 16. 

RayKo  Photo  Center  428  Third  St;  495-3773, 
www.raykophoto.com.  Works  by  15  faculty  and 
staff  members.  Through  Jan  22. 

Red  Ink  Studios  52  Ninth  St;  861-3402, 
www.redinkstudios.org.  “Pockets  of  Vast 
Space,”  works  by  1 3  artists  from  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Art  Institute.  Through  Sun/18.  989  A 
Market;  861-3402,  www.redinkstudios.org.  Fri- 
Sun,  10am-6pm.  “Dump  Stock  and  Door 
Skins,”  work-in-progress  murals  by  six  artists. 
Through  Dec  31. 

Soularch  Gallery  4033A  Judah;  759-4100. 
Mon-Thurs,  10am-5pm;  Sat,  noon-5pm.uA 
Beautiful  Thing,”  works  by  California  artists 
paying  homage  to  the  sea.  Through  Jan  21. 
Space  743  743  Harrison;  777-9080.  Wed-Sat, 
noon-5pm,  and  by  appt.  “Whirl,”  sculptures  by 
Michelle  Gregor.  Through  Sat/ 17. 

Student  Center  Art  Gallery  San  Francisco  State 
University,  Cesar  Chavez  Student  Union,  1650 
Holloway;  338-2580.  Mon- Wed,  10am-6pm; 
Thurs-Fri,  10am-3pm.u Ut  Pictura  Poesis,” 
works  by  nine  Bay  Area  artists.  Through 
Fri/ 16. 

Super  7  Store  /  6 30  Post;  409-4700.  Call  for 
hours.  Poster  Show.  Works  by  various  artists. 
Through  Dec  31.  See  Critic’s  Choice. 

Tart  4¥  Lusk;  606-3158,  606-3158.  Sat,  noon- 
6pm,  and  by  appt.  “The  Lord,  Notes  on  Vi¬ 
sion,”  works  by  Anne  Colvin,  Meredyth 
Sparks,  and  Tommy  Becker;  “Scotland’s  Secret 
Bunker,”  works  by  Tommy  Becker  (reception 
Fri/ 16, 7pm).  Through  Jan  14. 

Toomey-Tourell  Fine  Art  49  Geary ;  989-6444. 
Tues-Fri,  11  am- 5: 30pm;  Sat,  llam-5pm. 
Works  by  Jeffrey  Long.  Through  Thurs/15. 

UC  Berkeley  Extension  Art  Gallery  93  Third  St, 
second  fl ;  425-4442.  “Color  My  World,”  works 
by  Eve  Lyons,  Yvonne  Chu,  Natalie  Martin, 
Timothy  Stroth,  and  Denise  Duffy.  Through 


Jan  2. 

Zuzu’s  Petals  678  Haight ;  863-8199.  Sat-Sun, 
noon-6pm,  and  by  appt.  Paintings  by  Karl 
Roeseler.  Through  Jan  7. 

Bay  Area 

33  Grand  33  Grand,  Oakl;  www.33grand.com. 
Sat-Sun,  noon-5pm.  “The  Turkey  Bonanza,” 
works  by  Brad  Silverstein  and  friends. 
Through  Sun/ 18. 

Arts  and  Consciousness  Gallery  John  F. 
Kennedy  University,  Berkeley  Campus,  2956 
San  Pablo,  second  fl.  Berk;  (510)  649-0499. 
“Dishes,  Diapers,  and  Divinity,”  works  by 
Monika  Del  Bosque.  Through  Mon/ 19. 
Berkeley  Art  Center  1275  Walnut,  Berk ;  (510) 
644-6893.  Wed-Sun,  noon-5pm.  “Justice  Mat¬ 
ters:  Artists  Consider  Palestine,”  works  created 
by  15  Palestinian  and  American  artists. 
Through  Sat/ 17. 

Boontling  Gallery  4224  Telegraph,  Oakl;  (707) 
980-1060.  Sat-Sun,  ribon-5pm.  New  works  by 
Angie  Brown  and  Dan  Lewis.  Through  Jan  8. 
Photolab  2235  Fifth  St,  Berk;  (510)  644-1400. 
Mon-Fri,  9am-6pm;  Sat,  10am-2pm.  “5  South/ 
Oncology:  Photographs  of  Children’s  Hospi¬ 
tal  Oakland,”  by  Diane  Malek.  Through  Jan 
28. 

Suzuki  studio  2240  Grant ,  Berk;  (510)  849- 
1427.  Sat-Sun,  llam-6pm.  Works  by  Lewis 
Suzuki.  Through  Sun/ 18. 

Women’s  Cancer  Resource  Center  Gallery 
5741  Telegraph,  Oakl;  (510)  601-4040,  ext  11. 
Mon-Fri,  9am-5pm.  “Oaktown:  Art  about 
Oakland  and  Our  Communities,”  watercolors, 
drawings,  photographs,  paintings,  and  more 
by  Scott  Courtenay-Smith,  Mikki  Ferrill,  Alan 
Leon,  Susan  Liroff,  and  Karen  Schneider. 
Through  Fri/ 16. 


stage 

Stage  listings  are  compiled  by  Laurie  Koh  and 
Cheryl  Eddy.  Performance  times  may  change; 
call  venues  to  confirm.  Reviewers  are  Robert 
Avila,  Rita  Felciano,  Deborah  Giattina,  Karen 
McKevitt ,  and  Lara  Shalson.  See  8  Days  a  Week 
for  information  on  how  to  submit  items  to  the 
listings. 
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Opening 

High  Water  Radio  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  Theater, 
3301  Lyon;  392-4400,  www.cityboxoffice.com. 
$20-45.  Opens  Wed/14,  8pm.  Runs  Thurs/15- 
Sat/17,  Dec  20-23,  and  Dec  26-30, 8pm  (also 
Sat/ 17  and  Dec  26-30, 2pm);  Sun/ 18,  Dec  24, 
and  Dec31-Jan  1, 2pm.  Through  Jan  1.  San 
Francisco’s  Pickle  Circus  perform  their  annu¬ 
al  holiday  production. 

Lestat  Curran  Theater,  445  Geary;  (415)  512- 
7770,  www.ticketmaster.com.  $30-90.  Previews 
Sat/17,  Dec  21-24,  28-31,  and  Jan  3-7,  8pm 
(also  Dec  21, 23-24,  28, 30-31,  Jan  4,  and  7, 
2pm);  Sun/ 18,  7:30pm;  Jan  1, 2pm.  Opens  Jan 
8,  6:30pm.  Runs  Tues-Sat,  8pm  (also  Wed  and 
Sat,  2pm);  Sun,  2pm.  Through  Jan  29.  Anne 
Rice’s  most  famous  subject  (besides  Jesus)  is 
the  focus  of  this  pre-Broadway  musical,  fea¬ 
turing  vampire-ific  tunes  by  Elton  John  and 
Bernie  Taupin. 

Ongoing 

^ 700  Sundays  Golden  Gate  Theatre,  One  Tay¬ 
lor;  512-7770,  www.shnsf.com.  $58-148. 
Wed/14-Sat/17,  8pm  (also  Sat/17,  3pm).  Billy 
Crystal’s  Tony  Award-winning  one-man  show 
easily  fills  the  enormous  Golden  Gate  Theater, 
holding  his  audience  more  or  less  in  thrall  for 
the  better  part  of  three  hours.  Set  against  a 
life-size  replica  of  the  facade  of  his  family’s 
modest  suburban  home  (its  windows  filling 
regularly  with  ample  home-movie  footage 
and  other  images  from  those  years),  the  co¬ 
median  and  actor’s  autobiographical  account 
of  his  New  York  upbringing  is  an  often  jaw- 
dropping  personal  and  cultural  history,  peo¬ 
pled  with  jazz  legends  like  Billie  Holiday  — 


Stageiistings 

artists  produced  and  recorded  by  his  father 
and  uncle  for  the  family’s  Commodore 
Records  label  —  as  family  friends.  The  stories, 
tinted  for  the  most  part  with  rosy  nostalgia 
and  affection,  are  often  as  fascinating  as  they 
are  hilarious.  And  Crystal  delivers  them  ex¬ 
pertly,  with  a  relaxed  nonchalance  that  belies 
his  considerable  powers  as  actor  and  mimic, 
his  unbounded  energy,  and  impeccable  tim¬ 
ing.  Although  the  show  centers  initially  on  his 
relationship  with  his  father,  who  died  when 
Crystal  was  15  (the  title  records  the  number 
of  leisure  days  father  and  son  ultimately  had 
together),  it  soon  veers  into  other  matters  and 
realms,  with  family  as  its  touchstone,  before 
finally  focusing  on  his  mother  and  her  last 
years.  The  sentimental  aspects  of  the  material 
are  considerable,  but  are  lightened  with 
humor  deftly  and  disarmingly  delivered  from 
within  the  most  somber  descriptions  of  grief 
and  loss.  (Avila) 

After  Dark  New  Conservatory  Theatre  Center, 
25  Van  Ness;  861-8972,  www.nctcsf.org.  $20- 
38.  Wed-Sat,  8pm;  Sun,  2pm  (no  shows  Dec  24- 
25).  Through  Dec  31.  As  part  of  its  Pride  Sea¬ 
son  1 1 ,  New  Conservatory  Theatre  Center 
presents  Steve  Kluger’s  two-act  romantic 
comedy  that’s  about  as  light  and  sweet  as  any 
holiday  confection.  The  play  follows  a  pretty 
simple  recipe:  In  act  one,  two  guys  meet  in  a 
diner  and  fall  in  love;  in  act  two,  they  meet 
again  in  the  diner  five  years  later  and  six . 
months  after  they’ve  broken  up.  The  likable 
Markham  Miller  and  Carlos  Barrera  have 
good  stage  chemistry  and  comic  timing. 

While  Kluger  tries  to  introduce  a  darker  side 
to  the  relationship,  subjects  like  HIV  and  in¬ 
equality  come  off  as  forced  plot  points.  Not 
that  it  matters.  With  snappy  and  sexy  dia¬ 
logue  peppered  with  jokes  and  references  to 
gay  cultural  icons  like  Ethel  Mermen,  After 
Dark  proves  an  irresistible  and  pleasing  trifle. 
(McKevitt) 

Aga-Boom  Alcazar  Theater,  650  Geary;  441- 
4042,  www.agahoom.com.  $34-47.  Wed-Sat, 
7:30pm  (also  Sat  and  Dec  29-30,  3pm);  Sun 
and  Dec  26,  4pm  (also  Sun,  1:30pm).  Through 
Dec  30.  Clowns  clown,  a  contortionist  con-  • 
torts,  and  an  audience  finally  devolves  into  a 
butcher  paper  and  beach  ball  free-for-all  in 
this  family  sideshow  created  and  staged  by 
Cirque  du  Soleil  veteran  Dmitri  Bogatirev. 
With  fellow  clowns  Anton  Bogatirev,  Iryna 
Ivanytska,  and  Valery  Slemzin,  Bogatirev 
works  variations  on  circus  standards  with  ex¬ 
pert  zeal,  including  comical  pantomimes  in¬ 
volving  buttons  clearly  marked  don’t  push, 
some  enthralling  feats  of  juggling  (Bogatirev 
with  a  suitcase  or  a  toy  airplane),  and  skits 
featuring  audience  members  dragged  on  stage 
and  ritually  humiliated  to  general  approba¬ 
tion.  There’s  also  a  cool  and  creepy  interlude 
by  a  masked  contortionist  (Tatiana  Gousaro- 
va),  and  the  whole  show  thrusts  forward  on 
the  pulsing  rhythms  of  a  quirky  pop  score. 
Nevertheless,  Aga-Boom  (the  title  is  a  play  on 
the  Russian  word  for  paper)  has  bits  that  are 
pretty  thin  and  run  on  too  long,  like  a  clown- 
stalks-clown  sequence,  while  good-natured 
audience  participation  can  count  overall  for  a 
bit  more  than  the  laughs  warrant.  So  ha-has 
and  oohs  and  ahs  are  somewhat  spread  out  — 
at  least  until  the  clown  de  theatre  at  evening’s 
end.  (Avila) 

•‘Bent  Theatre  Rhinoceros,  2926  16th  St;  861- 
5079,  www.therhino.org.  $15-35.  Wed-Sat, 

8pm;  Sun,  3pm.  Through  Jan  7.  Theatre  Rhi¬ 
noceros  and  artistic  director  John  Fisher  pres¬ 
ent  a  nearly  note-perfect  rendering  of  Martin 
Sherman’s  still  powerful  and  impressive  play 
—  a  groundbreaking  work  when  it  premiered 
on  Broadway  in  1979,  helping  to  recover  the 
suppressed  memory  of  Nazi  Germany’s  mass 
persecution  of  homosexuals  (and,  along  the 
way,  reclaiming  the  pink  triangle  as  a  badge  of 
gay  liberation).  Set  in  1934,  it’s  the  story  of  a 
gay  man,  Max  (Clayton  B.  Hodges),  passing  as 
a  straight  lew  in  Dachau,  Germany’s  first  con¬ 
centration  camp,  in  the  naive  belief  it  will  in¬ 
crease  his  chances  of  survival  in  the  camp’s 
dismal  hierarchy  of  victims.  After  being  bru¬ 
tally  and  traumatically  separated  from  his 
boyfriend,  Rudy  (Enrique  Vallejo),  and  their 
heretofore  carefree  life  in  Berlin,  Max  gradu¬ 
ally  befriends  fellow  queer  prisoner  Horst 
(Kevin  Clarke),  despite  a  method  of  physical 
and  psychological  terror  designed  to  make 
any  human  contact  or  human  feeling  (in  fact, 
everything  beyond  the  brute  instinct  for  self- 
preservation)  —  a  fatal  liability.  Throughout 
this  bleak  situation  and  some  truly  harrowing 


Oakland  Ballet 


Dec.  17-21,  Paramount  Theatre 

If  you  have  little  ones  among  your  friends  and  family  and  want  to  take 
them  to  a  Nutcracker,  Oakland  Ballet’s  might  be  an  excellent  choice.  For 
one  thing,  the  Paramount  Theatre  is  such~a  far-out  place,  it  will  be  sure  to 
get  their  attention  —  few  theaters  exist  where  an  art  deco  restoration  job 
has  been  so  magnificently  and  generously  realized.  Ronn  Guidi’s  1 992 
version  of  Nutcracker  \s  not  the  most  spectacular,  but  it  is  wonderfully  fo¬ 
cused  around  a  child’s  attention  span.  There  is  intimacy  and  magic,  laugh¬ 
ter  and  poignancy,  and  simply  for  kids  to  see  so  many  dancers  their  own 
size  onstage  —  and  moving  the  way  they  might  —  can  be  inspiring.  The 
first-act  family  narrative  is  not  ostentatious,  not  swamped  with  a  cast  of 
dozens  that  might  be  hard  for  small  kids  to  relate  to.  These  days  Oakland 
Ballet,  reborn  this  past  October,  dances  beautifully.  A  recent  “family  pro¬ 
gram"  showed  the  dancers  excellently  coached,  able  to  blossom  in  a  var¬ 
ied  repertoire.  Taking  on  a  classic  like  Nutcracker  \ s  essential  for  their  own 
development  and  a  pleasant  reminder  for  adults  of  where  ballet  came 

from.  Please  note  that  most 
of  these  performances  are 
matinees,  so  if  you  are 
working  during  the  day, 
you  may  want  to  enlist 
some  help  —  or  take  the 
afternoon  off.  Sat/1 7- 
Tues/20, 2  p.m.;  Dec.  21, 
7:30  p.m.,  2025  Broadway ; 
Oakl.  $6-$54.  (510)  286- 
8914,  www.oaklandballet 
.org.  (Rita  Felciano) 


scenes,  however,  runs  a  startlingly  effortless 
strain  of  humor  and  compassion,  a  defiant  as¬ 
sertion  of  the  human  spirit  Sherman’s  play 
brilliantly  locates  and  kindles  against  an  en¬ 
veloping  darkness.  All  of  it  is  conveyed  in 
three  outstanding  performances  (with  strong 
support  from  a  cast  that  includes  Matt 
Weimer’s  mercenary  drag  queen  Greta  and 
Paul  Dana’s  truly  frightening  Nazi)  under 
Fisher’s  sure  and  beautifully  balanced  direc¬ 
tion.  (Avila) 

Beyond  Therapy  Shelton  Theater,  533  Sutter; 
433 - 1 226,  www. jeanshel ton.  com.  $20-25. 
Thurs-Sat,  8pm.  Open-ended.  The  Shelton 
Theater  presents  Christopher  Durang’s  come¬ 
dy  about  therapists  and  their  patients. 
Cinderella  Zeum,  221  Fourth  St;  1-866-468- 
3399,  www.ticketweb.com.  $20-25.  Fri-Sun, 
3pm  (also  Fri-Sat,  8pm;  no  shows  Dec  24;  no 
8pm  show  Dec  31 ).  Through  Dec  31.  African 
American  Shakespeare  Company  performs 
their  hip  adaptation  of  the  fairy-tale  classic. 
•‘Corteo  Grand  Chapiteau,  SBC  Park  parking 
lot;  1-800-678-5440,  www.cirquedusoleil.com. 
$31.50-89.  Tues-Sat,  8pm  (also  Thurs-Sat, 

4pm;  no  matinees  Dec  22-23;  no  shows  Dec  24); 
Sun,  1  and  5pm  (no  shows  Dec  25  or  Jan  1). 
Through  Jan  8.  If  you’ve  loved  Cirque  du 
Soleil  for  its  mind-blowing  artistry  and  acro- 
‘  batics  but  have  grown  tired  of  its  snooty  ve¬ 
neer  and  bad  sight  lines,  take  heart:  With  Cor- 
teo,  they  finally  get  it  right.  In  a  brilliant 
move,  the  company  seats  the  audience  nearly 
in  the  round,  with  the  playing  space  dividing 
the  circle  in  half  —  which  brings  the  per¬ 
formers  closer  to  the  audience  and  virtually 
eliminates  bad  seats.  Sure,  there’s  still  exces¬ 
sive  merchandising  and  $18  SBC  parking,  but 
the  show  makes  a  more  authentic  connection 
with  the  audience  while  still  delivering  the 
seemingly  impossible  circus  acts.  Corteo 
(“cortege”  in  Italian)  chronicles  the  death  of  a 
clown,  who  imagines  —  or  dreams  —  his 
own  funeral  procession,  with  flying  angels,  lit¬ 
tle  people,  clowns  and,  of  course,  circus  per¬ 
formers.  Inhabiting  the  space  between  heaven 
and  earth,  women  swing  from  chandeliers 
(much  more  stunning  than  trapezes),  and  ac¬ 
robats  spring  from  oversized,  trampolinelike 
beds  with  daring  abandon.  While  some  comic 
interludes  were  mistimed,  other  impressive 
acts  include  heart-stopping  gymnastics  on 
horizontal  bars  and  trampolines,  gravity-de¬ 
fying  juggling,  and  an  absurdist  rendition  of 
Romeo  and  Juliet  on  a  miniature  stage.  This 
may  be  the  most  fun  you  could  ever  have  at  a 
funeral.  (McKevitt) 

Emperor  Norton  I  Dark  Room  Theater,  2263 
Mission;  401-7987,  www.darkroomsf.com.  $15. 
Fri-Sat,  7:30pm  (no  shows  Dec  23-24);  Sun, 
3ptn  (no  show  Dec  25).  Through  Jan  29.  Im¬ 
possible  Productions  performs  a  new  musical 
about  the  legendary,  Gold  Rush-era  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  character. 

•-The  False  Servant,  or  the  Business  of  Love 

Exit  on  Taylor,  277  Taylor;  386-2373,  theatre- 
abydos@aol.com.  $18-25.  FrUl6-Sat/17, 8pm. 
In  Abydos  Theater’s  razor  sharp  production 
of  Pierre  Marivaux’s  classic  18th-century 
French  comedy,  love,  gender,  and  sexual  de¬ 
sire  prove  as  fluid  as  money  —  and  all  four 
are  bound  up  together  in  a  continual,  eroti¬ 
cally  charged  dance  that  confirms  the  obser¬ 
vation:  “In  this  life,  we  are  all  servants  of 
someone  or  another.”  A  wealthy  young 
woman  (Megan  Smith)  goes  in  disguise  as  a 
chevalier  to  discover  the  full  intentions  of  the 
man  she  is  thinking  of  marrying,  the  slick  and 
utterly  mercenary  Lelio  (Jonathan  Leveck). 
Pretending  to  befriend  Lelio  man  to  man, 
Chevalier  agrees  to  help  him  out  by  seducing 
away  his  fiancee,  the  not-quite-as-wealthy 
Countess  (Beth  Wilmurt),  but  soon  goes 
some  way  toward  wooing  for  its  own  sake. 
Reveling  in  her  role  as  a  man,  Chevalier  must 
pay  hush  money  to  a  pair  of  servants  (Joseph 
Estlack  and  Sam  Misner)  whose  venal  and 
carnal  appetites  are  whetted  to  distraction,  in 
all  directions,  by  the  scent  of  a  “juicy  in¬ 
trigue.”  Director  Jessica  Heidt’s  energetic  Jazz- 
Age  staging  blends  seamlessly  with  a  fresh  and 
lucid  new  translation-adaptation  by  Ann  and 
George  Crowe,  while  the  physically  stylized 
yet  coolly  assured  performances  of  her  fine 
cast  strike  a  winning  balance  between  the 
play’s  broad  comedy  and  thematic  subtlety. 
(Avila) 

The  Foreskin  of  Christ:  A  Musical  Off-Market 
Theater,  965  Mission;  759-1047.  $10-20. 
Thurs/15-Sat/17,  8pm.  Pullover  Productions 
and  Styptic  Group  perform  a  musical  about 


cloning,  politics,  and  religion. 

•■Good  Luck  with  It  Marsh,  1062  Valencia;  1- 
800-838-3006,  www.themarsh.org.  $15-22.  Ex¬ 
tended  run:  Sat/ 17,  8:30pm.  With  respect  to 
one-man  comedy  shows,  there’s  funny,  and 
then  there’s  Franken  funny.  A  monster  comic 
showman  of  truly  prodigious  talent,  San 
Francisco  comedian  Will  Franken  fills  up  a 
performance  space  so  naturally  you’d  think  he 
could  really  only  live  on  stage  (without,  any¬ 
way,  seriously  alarming  the  villagers).  In  this 
largely  brilliant  series  of  absurd  segues  and 
satirical  sketches  (the  show’s  title  emerges 
from  a  particularly  pettish  personality  type  in 
one  of  them),  the  lanky,  long-haired,  and  dis¬ 
tinctly  not-what-you’d-expect  performer 
lights  on  the  Marsh  like  a  gangling  bird  of 
prey,  devouring  every  cultural  cliche,  vacuous 
dramatic  trope,  or  everyday  inanity  a  deeply 
middling  civilization  has  to  offer.  The  easily 
offended  will  not  be  disappointed.  Devoutly 
sacrilegious  and  scrupulously  inappropriate, 
as  well  as  refreshingly  off-the-wall,  Franken’s 
the  surreal  thing.  (Avila) 

High  Standards  New  Conservatory  Theatre 
Center,  25  Van  Ness;  861-8972,  www.nctcsf.org. 
$20-80.  Thurs-Sat,  8pm  (no  show  Dec  24;  Dec 
31,  additional  show  at  10:30pm);  Sun,  3pm  ( no 
show  Dec  25).  Through  Dec  31.  Wesla  Whit¬ 
field  sings  the  songs  of  the  Gershwins, 

Rodgers  and  Hart,  Cole  Porter,  and  others  in 
her  new  show,  accompanied  by  Mike  Green- 
sill. 

The  Hopper  Collection  Magic  Theatre,  Fort 
Mason  Center,  Marina  at  Laguna;  441-8822, 
www.magictheatre.org.  $20-50.  Extended  run: 
Wed/14-Sat/17,  8:30pm;  Sun/18,  2:30pm. 
Starting  Tues/20,  runs  Tues-Thurs,  8:30pm;  Fri, 
5  and  9pm;  Sat,  2:30pm.  Through  Dec  31. 
Magic  Theater  presents  the  world  premiere  of 
playwright  Mat  Smart’s  muddled  and  ulti¬ 
mately  empty  comedy-drama  about  a  wealthy 
art  dealer  (Andy  Murray)  and  his  kooky,  not 
to  say  deranged,  wife  (Julia  Brothers),  battling 
out  some  tortured  history  and  secret  trauma 
while  entertaining,  in  their  posh  Frank  Lloyd 
Wright  home,  a  young  man  (Zac  Jaffee)  fresh 
out  of  brain  surgery  who  happens  to  share  the 
wife’s  same  obsession  with  painter  Edward 
Hopper.  The  tumor  victim  (a  strained  sympa¬ 
thy  ploy  whose  headache  is  nothing  com¬ 
pared  to  our  own)  comes  to  gawk  at  one  par¬ 
ticular  masterpiece  in  the  older  couple’s  pos¬ 
session  (hanging  there  in  the  living  room  but 
obscured  from  the  audience’s  line  of  sight), 
and  is  simultaneously  treated  to  a  visit  by  a 
young  woman  (Anna  Bullard)  who,  seeming¬ 
ly  answering  to  two  different  names,  may  or 
may  not  be  the  love  of  his  life.-  It  probably 
sounds  more  promising  than  it  is.  Characters 
and  relationships  never  ring  true,  the  witty 
and  whimsical  dialogue  often  tries  too  hard, 
and  the  plot’s  mysteries  barely  interest  us 
(turning  out,  moreover,  as  trite  as  they  are 
preposterous).  Artistic  director  Chris  Smith’s 
production  is  pretty  as  a  picture,  but  Smart’s 
play  is  bad  John  Guare.  (Avila) 

House  Of  Blue  Leaves  Actors  Theatre  of  San 
Francisco,  Main  Stage,  533  Sutter;  296-9179, 
www.ticketweb.com.  $10-40.  Thurs/15-Sat/17, 
8pm.  Zookeeper  Artie  Shaughnessy  is  about 
as  trapped  as  the  animals  he  cares  for.  It’s 
1965,  and  he’s  stuck  in  Queens,  New  York, 
when  he’d  rather  be  writing  songs  for  Holly¬ 
wood  films.  His  deranged  wife,  aptly  named 
Bananas,  pretends  she’s  a  dog,  and  his  girl¬ 
friend,  Bunny  Flingus,  won’t  cook  for  him 
until  he  marries  her  —  apparently  she’s  more 
expert  in  the  kitchen  than  she  is  in  bed.. His 
AWOL  son  is  plotting  to  blow  up  the  pope  on 
his  visit  to  town.  A  dark  comedy  written  by 
John  Guare  in  1971,  House  of  Blue  Leaves  ex¬ 
amines  our  obsession  with  celebrity  and  mag¬ 


nifies  the  more  absurd  aspects  of  our  human 
condition.  This  production,  helmed  by 
Michael  Medici,  is  more  outrageous  comedy 
than  dark  comedy.  While  some  of  the 
shenanigans  are  great  fun  to  watch  and 
Michael  Soldier  as  Artie  proves  an  entertain¬ 
ing  singer,  some  actors  are  so  over  the  top  the 
moment  they  step  on  stage  they  aren’t  able  to 
explore  the  characters’  tragic  sides.  Thus,  they 
don’t  quite  earn  the  play’s  shocking  ending. 
(McKevitt) 

•-Irving  Berlin’s  White  Christmas  Orpheum 
Theatre,  1192  Market ;  512-7770,  www.ticket- 
master.com.  $40-85.  Wed-Sat,  Tues/20,  and  Dec 
26-27,  8pm  ( no  8pm  show  Dec  28;  additional 
shows  Wed,  Sat,  Dec  22,  and  Dec  26-27,  2pm; 
no  2pm  show  Dec  31);  Sun,  2pm  (also  Sun/ 18, 
7:30pm;  no  shows  Dec  25).  Through  Dec  31. 
Welcome  to  Irving  Berlins  White  Christmas,  a 
1950s  musical  landscape  of  fresh-faced  opti¬ 
mism  and  unabashed  patriotism,  a  place 
where  worried  people  who  can’t  sleep  count 
their  blessings  instead  of  sheep.  But  all  is  not 
the  epitome  of  Norman  Rockwell  content¬ 
ment.  A  retired  general’s  Vermont  inn  faces  a 
mountain  of  debt  and  a  heat  wave  that  threat¬ 
ens  a  white  Christmas.  So  two  of  his  former 
privates-turned-song-and-dance  men,  along 
with  their  love  interests  and  a  chorus  of  per¬ 
formers,  decide  to  put  on  a  show  (where 
else?)  in  the  barn  of  the  inn.  During  the  re¬ 
hearsals,  the  show  is  “threatened”  (but  not  re¬ 
ally)  by  lovers’  spats,  a  slower- than -molasses 
local  stagehand,  and  an  overstressed  director. 
White  Christmas  is  all  about  Berlin’s  music  — 
and  musical  theater  aficionados  as  well  as 
those  seeking  1950s  nostalgia  won’t  be  disap¬ 
pointed  with  such  numbers  as  “Sisters,” 


“Snow,”  “Love,  You  Didn’t  Do  Right  by  Me,” 
and,  of  course,  the  “White  Christmas”  finale, 
when  it  does  indeed  snow  in  San  Francisco. 
Some  may  find  this  show  rather  sweet  and 
hokey,  but  with  terrific  tap  dance  numbers,  a 
beautifully  detailed  set,  and  winning  perform¬ 
ances  by  the  lead  actors,  White  Christmas 
might  just  be  the  remedy  for  any  holiday 
cynic  (McKevitt) 

Menopause  the  Musical  Theatre  39  at  Pier  39, 
Two  Beach  St;  433-3939,  www.menopausethe- 
musicaLcom.  $46.50.  Tues-Sat ,  8pm  (also  Wed, 
2pm  and  Sat,  4pm);  Sun,  2pm.  Open-ended. 
Jeanie  Linders’s  musical  comedy  celebrates 
women  who  are  facing  “the  change.” 

•“Not  a  Genuine  Black  Man  Marsh,  1062  Va¬ 
lencia;  826-5750.  $15-22.  Extendedjun:  ThurS- 
Fri,  8:30pm;  Sat,  5pm.  Through  Jan  21.  What, 
the  unapologetically  middle-class  Brian 
Copeland  asks,  is  the  real  meaning  behind  the 
phrase  “a  genuine  black  man”?  By  way  of  an 
answer,  the  stand-up  comic  and  KGO  radio 
host  offers  up  a  simultaneously  funny  and 
disarmingly  frank  story  about  growing  up 
African  American  in  the  racist  suburb  that 
\vas  San  Leandro  in  the  early  1970s.  Letting 
his  narrative  bounce  back  and  forth  between 
his  boyhood  memories  and  a  period  of  de¬ 
pression  that  overtook  him  as  a  parent  in 
1999  —  and  interlacing  the  autobiography 
with  verbatim  utterances  from  both  sides  of 
the  fight  his  family  joined  to  desegregate  the 
city  —  Copeland  brings  admirable  chops  as  a 
comedian  to  bear  on  some  difficult  and  dis¬ 
turbing,  if  ultimately  hopeful,  material. 
(Avila) 
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Porcelain  Exit  Stage  Left,  156  Eddy;  675-5995, 
www.crowdedfire.org.  $18-30.  Fri/16-Sat/17, 
8pm.  Racism  and  homophobia  confine  like 
the  bars  of  the  prison  cell  where  a  profoundly 
lonely  19-year-old,  John  Lee  (played  by  Jason 
Wong  with  intriguing,  unfolding  complexity), 
sits  for  the  murder  of  his  lover  (John  At¬ 
wood),  having  confessed  to  firing  six  bullets 
into  his  body  in  a  public  bathroom  in  Lon¬ 
don.  Lee,  the  son  of  a  Singaporean  immigrant 
and  restaurant  owner,  barely  registers  any 
hardship  in  his  incarceration,  having  long 
been  shunned  twice  over  —  as  Asian  and  gay 
—  by  the  British  society  he  grew  up  in.  In¬ 
stead  he  sits  quietly  folding  red  paper  cranes. 
Porcelain  brought  American  playwright  Chay 
Yew  instant  award-winning  recognition  when 
it  premiered,  in  London  in  1992  (it  had  its 
Bay  Area  premiere  the  following  year,  in  a 
production  at  Theatre  Rhinoceros).  This  ac¬ 
claim  clearly  had  less  to  do  with  its  fairly  con¬ 
ventional  plot  devices,  half-developed  sub¬ 
themes,  or  occasionally  amateurish  passages 
than  its  daring  look  at  the  interplay  of  racism 
and  homophobia,  including  their  internalized 
dimensions,  in  the  life  and  mind  of  its  protag¬ 
onist.  Crowded  Fire  opens  its  ninth  season 
with  Yew’s  play,  and  director  Mei  Ann  Teo 
gives  Porcelain  an  elegantly  designed,  smooth¬ 
ly  executed  production,  though  one  lacking 
enough  in  necessary  intensity  that  the  play’s 
clunkier  aspects  can  overwhelm  it.  (Avila) 
Prelude  to  a  Kiss  SF  Playhouse,  536  Sutter; 
677-9596,  www.ticketweb.com.  $18-60.  Ex¬ 
tended  run:  Wed-Sat,  8pm  (also  Sat,  3pm). 
Through  Dec  31.  If  you’re  in  the  mood  for  a 
familiar  romantic  comedy  with  a  feel-good 
ending,  then  SF  Playhouse’s  competent  pro¬ 
duction  of  Craig  Lucas’s  popular  fairytale 
might  be  just  what  you’re  looking  for.  After  a 
whirlwind  romance,  Peter  and  Rita  are  set  to 
get  hitched.  But  on  their  wedding  night,  a 
strange  old  man  kisses  Rita,  and  poof!  — 

Rita’s  not  acting  like  herself,  and  somewhere 
there’s  an  old  man  who  doesn’t  know  who  he 
is  anymore.  Of  course,  true  love  prevails: 


Peter  realizes  that  his  mate’s  soul  has  been 
switched,  and  soon  he’s  having  intimatecon- 
versations  with  Rita  in  the  old  man’s  body. 
These  scenes,  with  Christopher  W.  Jones  as 
Peter  and  Joe  Bellan  as  the  old  man,  are  sur¬ 
prisingly  touching.  The  comic  delight  is  Lau¬ 
ren  English  as  Rita  after  the  transformation. 
Whether  checking  out  her  own  body  or  trying 
to  make  out  with  Peter,  English  revels  in 
bringing  out  the  old  man  inhabiting  Rita’s 
body.  Prem  Lathi’s  apt  costuming  adds  to  the 
effect.  The  first  half  of  the  play  is  less  success¬ 
ful:  Though  the  scenes  move  quickly  and 
smoothly  under  Bill  English’s  direction,  we 
never  fully  get  the  passion  between  Peter  and 
Rita,  making  the  play’s  final  message  about 
the  power  of  love  seem  empty  like  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  them.  (Shalson) 

‘Safe  Words  —  Loud  Silences:  The  Shorts 
Project'  Shelton  Theater,  533  Sutter;  503-0437, 
www.lveproductions.com.  $17-20.  Fri/16- 
Sun/18,  8pm.  One  might  call  the  overarching 
theme  to  La  Vache  Enrag^e’s  program  of  short 
plays  and  silent  films  “the  animating  power  of 
love.”  Anyway  it  crops  up,  and  in  fairly  unex¬ 
pected  places  —  like  the  deathbed  of  a  still- 
spunky  young  woman  (Kate  Emswiler)  in 
Don  Nigro’s  The  Sin-Eater,  a  hilarious  faux- 
gothic  tale  directed  by  LVE  artistic  director 
Jennifer  Dean.  It’s  there,  too,  in  Tennessee 
Williams’s  romantically  comic  Case  of  the 
Crushed  Petunias,  an  uneven  piece  directed  by 
Rachel  Rajput,  whose  heroine  Dorothy  Sim¬ 
ple  (Sylvia  Kratins)  has  her  defenses  (said 
petunias)  stormed  by  a  mysterious  gentleman 
caller  (Fred  Pitts).  Steve  Martin’s  The  Zig-Zag 
Woman,  handily  directed  by  Christopher 
Jenkins,  meanwhile  laughs  at  love  with  a 
warm-hearted  absurdism  distinctly  Martin’s 
own,  as  a  waitress  (Dana  Lau)  literally  goes  to 
pieces  attracting  the  attention  of  a  frenetic 
young  regular  (Todd  Brotze),  amid  proffered 
wisdom  from  two  older  gentlemen-customers 
(Jeff  Bredt  and  Pitts).  Of  four  original  films, 
only  Neil  Ira  Needleham’s  Consenting  Adults 
is  very  interesting,  an  archly  nostalgic  and 
wistful  patchwork  of  kissing  couples  and  a 
lone  woman  whose  intensifying  repetitions 
set  up  a  rhythm  perfectly  complimented  by 
pianist-composer  Christine  McClintock’s 
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fresh-sounding  score  for  piano,  flute  (Sky 
Grealis),  and  tenor  violin  (John  Nikolatos). 
While  definitely  hit-and-miss,  a  likeable  cast 
and  musical  score  help  weave  a  divertingly 
varied  and  well-paced  evening.  (Avila) 

«“The  Tribute  to  Frank,  Sammy,  Joey,  and 
Dean  Post  Street  Theatre,  450  Post;  771-6900, 
www.ticketmaster.com.  $37-69.  Tues-Sat,  8pm 
(also  Sat,  3pm);  Sun,  3pm.  Open-ended  (“holi¬ 
day”  version  of  the  show  runs  through  Jan  8). 
You  know  you’ve  made  it  when  God  is  your 
warm-up  act.  And  while  it  may  be  little  more 
than  a  convenient,  tossed-off  premise,  God 
(voice  of  the  late  Buddy  Hackett)  recalling  the 
Rat  Pack  from  their  heavenly  lounge  to  play 
one  last  gig  has  about  the  right  ring  of  latter- 
day  hokeyness  and  chutzpah  to  it.  If  it  sounds 
cheesy,  as  soon  as  the  sizzling  band  strikes  up 
the  first  tune  and  Frank  (Tom  Tiratto), 
Sammy  (Louie  Velez),  and  Dino  (Andy  DiMi- 
no)  belt  out  a  flawless  “Where  or  When,”  you 
realize  it’s  also  very  much  the  real  deal.  The 
brainchild  of  Hackett ’s  son  Sandy  (who,  in 
addition  to  writing  and  directing,  holds  his 
own  alongside  veteran  performer-imperson¬ 
ators  as  an  excellent  Joey  Bishop),  The  Tribute 
infectiously  recreates  those  storied  Las  Vegas 
evenings  of  the  early  1960s  when  Sinatra, 
Davis,  Martin,  and  dead-pan  comedian  Bish¬ 
op  (who,  incidentally,  dwells  not  in  heaven 
but  in  Santa  Monica)  sang,  joked,  horsed 
around,  boozed  up,  and  caroused,  while  mak¬ 
ing  their  audience  feel  like  they  were  partying 
with  the  Rat  Pack.  Notwithstanding  a  certain 
concession  to  the  session  (toning  down  the 
decidedly  off-color  humor  and  raunch  of  an 
earlier  era),  this  is  hep  history  come  alive. 
(Avila) 

V  the  Ultimate  Variety  Show  V  Theater,  Pier 
39;  39-VSHOW,  www.vtheshow.com.  $24-44. 
Nightly,  6  and  8pm.  Ongoing.  A  revolving 
array  of  variety  acts  highlight  this  family- 
friendly  show,  originally  produced  in  Las 
Vegas. 

What  Mama  Said  About  ‘Down  There’  Our  Lit¬ 
tle  Theater,  287  Ellis;  921-8234,  www.celebrate- 
clitoris.com.  $15-20.  Extended  run:  Thurs/ 15- 
Sat/17, 8pm.  Sia  Amma’s  comedy  about 
mothers  and  daughters  returns  for  an  extend¬ 
ed  run. 

Bay  Area 

Brundibar  and  Comedy  on  the  Bridge  Roda 
Theatre,  2015  Addison,  Berk;  (510)  647-2949, 
www.berkeleyrep.org.  $15-64.  Tues  and  Thurs, 
7:30pm  (also  Thurs,  2pm);  Wed  and  Sun,  7pm 
(also  Sun,  2pm;  no  shows  Dec  25);  Fri-Sat,  8pm 
( also  Sat,  2ptn;  Dec  24,  shows  at  noon  and 
5pm).  Through  Dec  28.  Playwright  Tony  Kush- 
ner  and  illustrator-children’s  author  Maurice 
Sendak  (Where  the  Wild  Things  Are)  trans¬ 
pose  (back)  to  the  stage  their  2003  picture- 
book  version  of  Brundibar,  Czech  composer 
Hans  Krasa’s  1938  children’s  opera,  in  a  lav¬ 
ishly  designed,  well-cast  production  at  the 
Berkeley  Rep,  overseen  by  artistic  director 
Tony  Taccone.  An  allegory  of  good  and  evil, 
Brundibar  concerns  a  young  brother  and  sis¬ 
ter  thwarted  in  their  attempt  to  buy  milk  for 
their  ailing  mother  by  the  town’s  reigning 
bully,  the  organ  grinder  Brundibar,  until  three 
talking  animals  lead  them  and  the  rest  of  the 
town’s  children  in  a  revolt.  Born  amid  the  ris¬ 
ing  tyranny  of  the  Nazis,  and  famously  per¬ 
formed  by  imprisoned  children  of  Terezin 
(Hitler’s  “model  ghetto,”  from  which  both 
composer  and  most  of  his  child-cast  were  sent 
on  to  die  at  Auschwitz),  Brundibdrs  kooky 
fairytale  comes  wrapped  in  an  aura  of  deep 
and  mixed  emotion  —  brought  out  equally  in 
Krasa’s  lush,  dynamic  score  (performed  by 
members  of  the  Berkeley  Symphony)  and 
Kushner’s  subtle  translation-adaptation  of  the 
libretto.  But  if  unable  to  deny  the  persistence 
of  evil,  Brundibdr  insists  that  freedom  and 
human  solidarity  overcome  the  greatest  ob¬ 
stacles  when  understood  as  synonyms  for 
each  other.  Beautifully  presented,  together 
with  an  equally  fine  staging  of  Czech  compos¬ 
er  Bohuslav  Martinu’s  contemporaneous 
Comedy  on  the  Bridge  (in  which  a  group  of 
citizens  find  tjiemselves  absurdly,  dangerously 
trapped  on  a  bridge  between  two  warring 
towns),  Berkeley  Rep’s  unique  holiday  pro¬ 
gram  is  a  lively,  wise,  and  gently  wistftil  treat 
for  the  senses.  (Avila) 

Cabaret  Ashby  Stage,  1901  Ashby,  Berk;  (510) 
841-6500,  www.shotgunplayers.org.  $15-50. 
Thurs-Sun,  8pm  (also  Sun/ 18, 5pm;  no  shows 
Dec  22-25).  Through  Jan  15.  See  “Flat  Kit  Kat,” 
page  43. 


Into  the  Woods  Lucie  Stern  Theatre,  1305  Mid- 
dlefield,  Palo  Alto;  (650)  903-6000,  www.the- 
atreworks.org.  $20-54.  Tues,  7:30pm;  Wed-Sat, 
8pm  (also  Sat,  2pm);  Sun,  2  and  7pm.  Through 
Jan  7.  TheatreWorks  performs  Sondheim’s 
fractured-fairy-tale  musical. 

Marius  Aurora  Theatre,  2081  Addison,  Berk; 
(510)  843-4822,  www.auroratheatre.org.  $28- 
45.  Wed/14-Sat/17,  8pm;  Sun/ 18,  2  and  7pm. 
As  director  Tom  Ross  notes,  it’s  only  fitting 
that  Aurora  Theatre  Company  presents  Mar¬ 
ius,  the  first  installment  of  Marcel  Pagnol’s 
Fanny  trilogy.  After  all,  several  Berkeley 
restaurants  have  been  named  after  the  infa¬ 
mous  French  characters  Panisse,  Cesar,  and 
Fanny.  Marius  first  premiered  in  the  late 
1920s,  and  its  tale  of  a  young  man  torn  be¬ 
tween  18-year-old  Fanny  and  the  lure  of  a 
sailor’s  life  hasn’t  been  modernized  in  this 
new  translation  by  Zack  Rogow,  which  is  just 
fine.  Marius  is  an  absolutely  charming  play 
with  beautiful  ensemble  acting.  Jessa  Brie 
Berkner  as  Fanny  is  sweetly  flirtatious,  while 
relative  Bay  Area  newcomer  Daniel  Hart 
Donoghue  plays  Marius  with  a  subtle,  filmic 
quality.  Veteran  actors  Robert  Ernst  (as  Mar¬ 
ius’s  father,  Cesar)  and  George  Maguire  (as 
Panisse),  along  with  Lynne  Softer  as  Fanny’s 
mother,  are  great  fun  to  watch  playing  off 
each  other  in  some  comedic  interludes.  (An¬ 
other  local  veteran,  Julian  Lopez- MoriHas, 
takes  over  the  part  of  Panisse  after  December 
12.)  In  all,  Marius's  ingredients  add  up  to  one 
marvelous  dish.  (McKevitt) 


dance 


‘Pilot  47:  A  La  Carte’  ODC  Theater,  3153  17th 
St;  863-9834,  www.odctheater.org.  Wed,  8pm. 
$12.  Five  emerging  Bay  Area  choreographers 
—  Andrea  del  Moral,  Amy  “Ray”  Kingwell, 
Paul  Laurey,  Elisabeth  Mendana,  and  Jamie 
Ray  Wright  —  showcase  new  works. 

Project  Bandaloop  Project  Artaud  Theatre,  450 
Florida;  392-4400,  www.projectbandaloop.org. 
Thurs-Sat,  8pm.  $22.50-25.  See  “High  and 
Mighty,”  page  45. 

Yaelisa  and  Caminos  Flamencos  ODC  The¬ 
ater,  3153  17fh  St;  863-9834, 
www.odctheater.org.  Sun,  7pm.  $10-17.  The 
company  performs  Cafe  Flamenco. 


erformanc 


m 


‘Actors  Run  Wild!’  Next  Stage,  1620  Gough; 
508-1808.  Thurs-Sat,  8pm.  $10-12.  Rubber- 
MatchSeriez  presents  four  one-act  plays  by 
playwrights  Rey  Carolino,  Vonn  Scott,  and 
more. 

BATS  Improv  Bayfront  Theater,  Fort  Mason 
Center,  Bldg  B,  Marina  at  Laguna;  474-8935, 
www.improv.org.  Fri-Sat,  8pm:  “The  Holiday 
Follies,”  $12-15.  Sun,  8pm:  “Sunday  Player 
Christmas  Rock  Musical,”  $8. 

Big  City  Improv  Shelton  Theater,  533  Sutter ; 
(510)  595-5597,  www.bigcityimprov.com.  Fri, 
10pm.  Ongoing.  $15.  The  improv  troop  per¬ 
forms. 

‘Dirty  Little  Secret’  Empire  Plush  Room,  940 
Sutter;  885-2800,  www.empireplushroom.com. 
Ongoing.  Fri-Sat,  1 1pm.  $25.  This  evening  of 
performance  is  a  “roaring  twenties  revue.” 
‘Improv  Revolution  All-Star  Jam’  Off-Market 
Theater,  965  Mission;  897-6477, 
www.cafearts.com.  Thurs,  8pm.  $5-10. 
Christopher  Hayes  hosts. 

'Ma-dola  Ikhanda  (My  Head,  My  Knees)’ 
Meridian  Gallery,  545  Sutter;  398-7229, 
www.meridiangallery.org.  Wed,  8pm.  $5-10. 

Jen  Baker  performs  drones  and  improvisa¬ 
tions  on  trombone. 

‘New  Student  Works  in  Progress'  New  College 
of  California,  777  Valencia;  437-3487.  Wed- 
Thurs,  7pm.  $5-15.  Students  of  New  College’s 
Experimental  Performance  Institute  perform 
their  in-progress  thesis  works. 

‘Purple  Wednesdays’  Purjde  Onion,  140 
Columbus;  217-8400,  www.caffemacaroni.com. 
Wed,  7-1  lpm.  Ongoing.  Call  for  price.  Geoff 
Foster  and  Guy  J.  Jackson  host  a  “throwback 
variety  show.” 

‘Reflections'  Off-Market  Theatre,  965  Mission; 
215-2605,  www.lilatheatre.org.  Sat,  8pm.  $12- 
15.  This  performance  features  improv  about 
personal  life  stories. 

San  Francisco  Improv  Cooperative  Off-Market 
Theater,  965  Mission;  368-9909,  www.sfim- 
provcooperative.com.  Mon,  8pm.  Ongoing.  $5. 
The  improv  collective  hosts  a  “Monday  Night 


Jam.” 

‘Situation  Abnormal:  Performances  You’ll 
Never  See  on  Broadway’  Exploratorium,  3601 
Lyon;  www.exploratorium.edu.  Thurs,  8pm. 
Free-$13.  Multimedia  artist  Kristin  Lucas  per¬ 
forms  her  piece  Dry  Run. 

‘Time  To  Go’  New  College  of  California,  777 
Valencia;  437-3487.  Fri,  7pm.  $5-15.  Dhira 
Rauch’s  experimental  performance  piece  in¬ 
volves  sue  performers,  one  musician,  and  vac¬ 
uums  that  make  popcorn. 

Mary  Wilson  Empire  Plush  Room,  York  Hotel, 
940  Sutter;  885-2800, 

www.empireplushroom.com.  Wed-Sat,  8pm 
(also  Sat,  10:30pm.  $47.50-55.  Mary  Wilson, 
former  member  of  vocal  group  the  Supremes, 
performs. 

Bay  Area 

‘Tell  It  On  Tuesday’  Julia  Morgan  Center  for  the 
Arts,  2640  College,  Berk ;  www.juliamorgan.org. 
Tues,  7:30pm,  $8-12.  Storytellers  Randy 
Rutherford,  Sandra  Niman,  Gay  Ducey,  and 
others  weave  tales. 

‘Zambomba!’  La  Pena  Cultural  Center,  3105 
Shattuck,  Berk;  www.laninaflamenco.com.  Sat, 
8pm.  $18-20.  Flamenco  artists  Angelita  Aguje- 
tas,  Antonia  de  Jerez,  and  Los  Ninos  Flamen¬ 
cos  perform  at  this  holiday  party. 


Brainwash  1122  Folsom;  861-3663.  Thurs, 
7pm:  “Brainwash  Comedy  Open  Mic,”  with 
host  Tony  Sparks,  free. 

Canvas  Gallery  1 200  Ninth  Ave;  504-0010. 
Tues,  8pm:  “Comedy  Open  Mic  Night,”  free. 
Club  Deluxe  1511  Haight ;  552-6949.  Mon, 
9pm:  “Stand-Up  Showcase:  Iron  Comic,”  with 
rotating  hosts  Leah  Eva  and  Sam  Arno,  free. 
Cobb’s  Comedy  Club  915  Columbus ; 
www.  cobbscomedyclub.  com, 
www.licketweb.com.  Wed,  8pm:  “All-Pro  Com¬ 
edy  Showcase,”  $10.  Thurs-Sat,  8pm  (also  Fri- 
Sat,  10:15pm):  Judy  Gold,  $15-20. 

Luggage  Store  1007  Market;  www.luggagetues- 
days.blogspot.com.  Tues,  8pm:  Comedy  open 
mic,  free. 

Mock  Cafe  1074  Valencia;  826-5750,  ext  5, 
www.themarsh.org.  Sat,  9:30  and  1  lpm: 
Stand-up  comedy,  $7. 

Niebaum-Coppola  976  Kearny;  291-1700, 
www.sfcomedycollege.com.  Mon,  8:30pm: 
“Comedy  Coppola  Style,”  with  host  Kurtis 
Mathews,  free. 

Our  Little  Theater  287  Ellis;  928-4060, 
www.celebrateclitoris.com.  Wed,  8pm:  “Bay 
Area  Comedy  Showcase,”  $10-15. 

San  Francisco  Comedy  Club  50  Mason;  398- 
4129,  www.laughalotprodyctions.com.  Wed, 
7:30pm:  “Laugh  Dammit!,”  $10.  Fri,  8pm: 
“Friday  Night  Comedy,”  with  host  Eric  Peter¬ 
son,  $10. 

San  Francisco  Comedy  College  Clubhouse  414 

Mason,  Ste  705;  www.sfcomedycollege.com.  Fri, 
6pm  “SFCC  New  Faces,”  free.  Fri,  8pm:  “The 
Arsenal,”  free.  Sat,  6pm:  “The  Petri  Dish,”  free. 
Sat,  8pm:  “The  Stand-Up  Project,"  free. 


spoken  word 


Open  mics  take  place  almost  every  night  in 
cafes  throughout  the  Bay  Area.  If  you  want  to 
perform,  show  up  about  half  an  hour  before 
start  time  to  put  your  name  on  the  list.  A  day- 
by-day  guide  to  spoken  word  events  and  fea¬ 
tured  readers: 

Wednesday:  Canvas  Gallery  1200  Ninth  Ave , 
SF;  (415)  504-0060,  mike@westcoastvideo.net. 
“Open  Mic  Talent  Showcase,”  7:30pm,  free. 
Thursday:  16th  Street  and  Mission  BART 
plaza  16th  St  at  Mission,  SF;  (415)  255-9881. 
“CAI  Street  Arts  Workshop,”  open  mic, 
9:30pm,  free.  EastSide  Arts  Alliance  2587  In¬ 
ternational  Blvd,  Oakl;  (510)  533-6629.  “Holla 
Back,”  open  mic,  8:30-  10:30pm,  donations  ac¬ 
cepted.  Oakland  Metro  201  Broadway,  Oakl; 
projectilepoetry@yahoo.com.  “The  Oakland 
Slam,”  with  hosts  Nazelah  Jamison,  Dahled, 
and  DJ  Agana,  8pm,  $3-6. 

Friday:  La  Pena  Cultural  Center  3105  Shat¬ 
tuck,  Berk ;  (510)  849-2568.  “Cafe  Poetry,” 
open  mic  with  host  Paradise,  7:30pm,  free. 
Saturday:  Red  Vic  Peace  Center  1665  Haight, 
SF;  (415)^864-1978.  “Open  Mic  and  Hot  c 
Tamales,”  5pm,  free.  Java  Source  343  Clement, 
SF;  (415)  387-8025.  Open  mic,  9pm,  free. 
Berkeley  Art  Center  1275  Walnut,  Berk;  (510) 
644-6893.  “Rhythm  and  Muse,”  open  mic 


filmiistings 

with  featured  readers  Lily  Stoner,  John  Farley, 
AfiAdjene  Nkhume,  and  more,  7pm,  free. 
Sunday:  Cafe  Prague  584  Pacific,  SF;  (415) 
905-8837.  Blake  More  reads,  plus  open  mic,  4- 
5:30pm,  free.  Cafe  Melt!  700  Columbus,  SF; 
(415)  392-9290.  “A  Literary  Obsession,”  open 
mic  with  Raucous  Rhetoric,  6pm,  free. 
Monday:  Purple  Onion  140  Columbus;  217- 
8400,  wmv.caffemacaroni.com.  “Live  at  the 
Purple  Onion,”  open  mic  hosted  by  the 
Kitchenettes,  7-  10pm,  $5.  Priya  Indian  Cui¬ 
sine  2072  San  Pablo,  Berk;  berkeleypoetryex- 
press@yahoo.com.  “Poetry  Express,”  with  fea¬ 
tured  readers  Pasadena  Poets,  7pm,  free. 
Tuesday:  Black  Repertory  Group  Theatre 
3201  Adeline,  Berk;  (510)  652-2120.  “Twilight 
Tuesdays,”  open  mic,  7-9pm,  $5.  Club 
Deluxe  1511  Haight,  SF; 
www.thewordparty.com.  “Poetry  and  Jazz 
Tuesdays,”  open  mic  hosted  by  Jennifer,  In¬ 
grid,  and  Daniel,  8pm,  free.  Ti  Couz  3108 
16th  St,  SF; 

attentionspantherapy@yahoo.com.  “Attention 
Span  Therapy,”  open  mic,  8pm,  free. 


Film  listings  are  edited  by  Cheryl  Eddy.  Re¬ 
viewers  are  Robert  Avila,  Kimberly  Chun, 
Sabrina  Crawford,  Michelle  Devereaux, 
Susan  Gerhard,  Max  Goldberg,  Dennis 
Harvey,  Johnny  Ray  Huston,  Laurie  Koh, 
Rachel  Odes,  Lynn  Rapoport,  and  Chuck 
Stephens.  The  film  intern  is  lhsan  Amanat- 
ullah.  For  show  times  see  Rep  Clock,  page 
76,  and  Movie  Clock,  page  77.  For  complete 
film  listings,  see  www.sfbg.com. 

Opening 

^Down  to  the  Bone  See  “Drug  Is  the 
Love,”  page  42.  ( 1:4 1 )  Roxie. 

The  Family  Stone  Sarah  Jessica  Parker  and 
Diane  Keaton  star  in  this  Meet  the 
Parents-es que  holiday  ensemble  comedy. 
(1:42)  Century  20,  Presidio. 

King  Kong  Peter  Jackson  goes  bananas! 
(3:00)  Century  20,  Century  Plaza,  Grand 
Lake,  Orinda. 

•■The  Producers  See  Movie  Clock.  (2:12) 
Metreon. 

^“Pulse  See  “You’ve  Got  Hell,”  page  40. 

( 1 :50)  Act  I  and  II,  Opera  Plaza. 

Ongoing 

Aeon  Flux  ( 1:33)  1000  Van  Ness,  Century 
20,  Century  Plaza,  Kabuki. 

Aristide  and  the  Endless  Revolution  File 
this  doc  under  extremely  informative  — 
and  extremely  depressing.  For  anyone 
whose  knowledge  of  Haiti’s  recent  (and 
centuries-old)  history  is  scant,  Aristide 
and  the  Endless  Revolution  casts  fascinat¬ 
ing  light  on  the  country’s  troubled  past, 
with  particular  focus  on  now-exiled  pres¬ 
ident  Jean-Bertrand  Aristide,  who  strove 
to  restore  basic  dignities  to  Haiti’s  im¬ 
poverished  population.  Naturally,  the 
United  States  —  eager,  the  film  implies, 
to  keep  Haiti’s  cheap  workforce  at  its  dis¬ 
posal  —  was  involved  in  Aristide’s  down¬ 
fall,  putting  its  own  greed  above  the  fact 
that  the  president  was  democratically 
elected  (twice)  by  a  significant  majority. 
The  result?  A  land  with  no  infrastructure 
and  citizens  beset  by  daily  violence  and 
seemingly  no  hope  for  the  future  (sec:  the 
second  half  of  the  film’s  title).  Aristide 
supporters  (including  the  exiled  presi¬ 
dent  himself)  and  detractors  (including 
US  assistant  secretary  of  state  Roger  Nor¬ 
iega)  supply  interviews  for  Nicolas 
Rossier’s  doc,  which  is  also  filled  with 
haunting  footage  shot  on  the  streets  of 
the  struggling  country.  (1:22)  Roxie. 

(Eddy) 


The  Aristocrats  (1:26)  Roxie. 

^Ballets  Russes  Dan  Geller  and  Dayna 
Goldfme’s  documentary  Ballet  Russes  is 
fabulously  entertaining  —  a  great  yarn, 
well  spun.  Though  Geller  and  Goldfine 
have  made  a  film  on  dance  before  (1988’s 
Isadora  Duncan:  Movement  from  the 
Soul),  Russes' s  hook  isn’t  the  art  form  but 
the  people,  most  of  them  very  old.  The 
film  untangles  the  complicated  strands  of 
Sergei  Diaghilev’s  descendants.  When  Di- 
aghilev,  creator  of  Diaghilev’s  Ballets 
Russes  in  Monte  Carlo,  died  in  1929,  his 
company  died  with  him.  Out  of  the  ashes 
rose  two  ensembles:  one  of  the  them  the 
Ballet  Russe  de  Monte  Carlo,  the  other 
the  Original  Ballet  Russe.  (Just  to  make 
things  even  more  confusing,  for  a  while 
in  the  ’40s  there  was  also  a  Grand  Ballet 
de  Monte  Carlo.)  Like  members  of  any 
family  with  an  inheritance,  the  two  com¬ 
panies  fiercely  competed  for  dancers,  for 
choreographers,  and  for  audiences.  The 
interviews  Geller  and  Goldfine  conducted 
gave  them  access  to  an  extraordinary 
treasure  trove  of  photos,  film,  programs, 
and  flyers  from  a  period  of  nonstop  trav¬ 
eling  by  both  companies  that  brought 
ballet  to  the  hinterlands  of  America. 
Russes'  greatest  pleasure,  however,  is 
meeting  so  many  of  these  dancers,  most 
of  them  well  into  their  80s  and  still  full  of 
sparkle  and  enthusiasm,  ready  to  do  it  all 
over  again.  (1:48)  Albany,  Opera  Plaza. 
(Rita  Felciano) 

Bee  Season  (1:44)  Galaxy. 

^Brokeback  Mountain  Brokeback  Moun¬ 
tain's  succinct  pitch  —  “the  gay  cowboy 
movie” —  may  be  accurate  enough,  but 
it’s  really  too  simple  a  tag  to  hang  on  Ang 
Lee’s  gorgeous  film.  Adapted  by  Larry 
McMurtry  and  Diana  Ossana  from  Annie 


Proulx’s  short  story,  Brokeback  opens  in 
1963  Wyoming  as  two  men  seek  a  sum¬ 
mer’s  worth  of  work  tending  sheep  on  an 
isolated  mountain.  The  pair  —  garrulous 
Jack  Twist  (Jake  Gyllenhaal)  and  taciturn 
Ennis  Del  Mar  (Heath  Ledger)  —  soon 
settle  into  a  routine  revolving  around 
coyotes  and  campfires.  Without  much 
warning,  after  just  a  few  sidelong  glances 
you  might  notice  just  because  you’re 
waiting  for  ’em,  the  friendship  becomes 
something  more  —  something  entirely 
unfamiliar  in  the  world  of  conventional 
westerns.  When  the  summer  ends,  it 
seems  the  romance  —  which  breaks  near¬ 
ly  every  relationship  taboo  under 
Wyoming’s  big,  conservative  sky  —  must 
too.  As  The  Notebook,  and  Titanic,  and  a 
bajillion  other  movies  and  stories  (start¬ 
ing  with  the  likes  of  Romeo  and  Juliet) 
have  taught  us,  it’s  much  more  thrilling 
and  memorable  when  the  happiness  of 
the  fated  pair  is  threatened  by  towering 
obstacles.  Those  who’d  shun  this  beauti¬ 
ful  movie  for  its  gay  content  couldn’t  be 
missing  out  more.  If  you  must  stick  a 
label  on  Brokeback,  you  can  call  it  the 
year’s  greatest  love  story  —  and  hold  out 
hope  that  in  a  few  months,  you’ll  be  able 
to  call  it  Best  Picture.  (2:14)  California, 
Embarcadero,  Piedmont.  (Eddy) 

^“Capote  Truman  Capote’s  life  resists 
easy  summary,  so  it’s  appealing  that  the 
first  Hollywood  biopic  on  the  author  ig¬ 
nores  formula  and  turns  one  agonizing 
chapter  of  his  life  into  an  opportunity  for 
an  essay.  Though  Capote  is  based  on  the 
1988  Gerard  Clarke  biography,  Bennett 
Miller’s  film  actually  has  a  lot  more  in 
common  with  Janet  Malcolm’s  1990  The 
Journalist  and  the  Murderer  (a  relation¬ 
ship  the  filmmakers  also  acknowledge). 


SKCTIBIIMI 


Walt  Disney  Pictures  and  Walden  Media  present 
-The  Chronicles  of- 


The  Ilon, The  Witch  ^TheWarprobe 

Narnia.com 

Distributed  by  BUENA  VISTA  PICTURES  DISTRIBUTION.  THE  CHRONICLES  OF  NARNIA,  NARNIA,  and  all  book  titles,  characters  and  locales 
original  thereto  are  trademarks  and  are  used  with  permission.  ©DISNEY  ENTERPRISES,  INC.  and  WALDEN  MEDIA,  LLC.AII  rights  reserved 


DIGITAL  PROJECTION 


CENTURY  THEATRES  LOEWS  THEATRES 

CENTURY  20  DALY  CITY  METREON 

%mWJt*iWr'(5W«  Fa»4/fe«# 1 800-FANDANGO  1705 


AMC  THEATRES  AMC  THEATRES 

AMC  1000  VAN  NESS  AMC  KABUKI  8 

Van  Ness/O'Farrell  •  931-9800  Post/Fillmore  •  931-9800  ‘ 
CENTURY  THEATRES  CENTURY  THEATRES 

CENTURY  PLAZA  10  CINEMA 

So.  Son  Francisco  •  650-742-9200  Corte  Madera  •  924-6505 


ALSO  PLAYING  AT 

EAST  BAY 

Antioch.  REGAL  DEER  VALLEY  STADIUM  16 

Berkeley,  UNITED  ARTISTS  7 

Brentwood,  CINELUX  0EITA  CINEMAS 

Concord.  BRENDEN  14 

Danville,  CINEMARK  8LACKHAWK  7 

Dublin,  REGAL  HACIENDA  CR  STADIUM  20 

Emeryville,  AMC  BAY  STREET  STADIUM  16 

Uvermore,  VINE  CINEMAS 

Martinet  CONTRA  COSTA  5 

Moraga  RHEEM  STADIUM  4 

Fremont  CENTURY  CINED0ME  8 

Oakland,  REGAL  JACK  LONDON  STADIUM 

Oakland,  RENAISSANCE  RIALTO'S  GRAND  LAKE 

Pittsburg,  BREN0EN  16 

Pleasant  Hill.  CENTURY  16  PLEASANT  HIU. 


THESE  SELECT  BAY 

EAST  BAY 

Richmond,  CENTURY  16  HILLTOP 
San  Leandro,  CENTURY  BAYFAIR  CENTER  16 
San  Ramon,  CROW  CANYON  STADIUM  6 
Union  City.  CENTURY  25  UNION  CITY 
Walnut  Creek.  CENTURY  14  DOWNTOWN 


AREA  THEATRES  •  SORRY,  NO  PASSES 


PENIN8ULA 

rnr'.iiAL  Piu'ul  iM'inkJ - 

|  Daly  City,  CENTURY  20  DALY  CITY 

Redwood  City,  CENTURY  PARK  12 

San  Mateo,  CENTURY  12  DOWNTOWN 
So  San  Francisco,  CENTURY  PiAZA  10 


San  Jose,  CENTURY  23 


SAN  JOSE 

Campbell.  CAMERA  7  PRUNEYARD 
Campbell,  CINELUX  PLAZA  4 
Milpitas,  CENTURY  20  GREAT  MALI 
Mtn  View,  CENTURY  CINEMAS  16 
San  Jose.  AMC  EASTRIDGE  15 
San  Jose.  AMC  SARATOGA  14 
San  Jose,  CAMERA  12 
San  Jose,  CENTURY  20  0AKRI0GE 
San  Jose.  CENTURY  BERRYESSA 10 
San  Jose.  CENTURY  CAPITOL  16  „  „  ,  „ 

San  Jose.  CINELUX  ALMAOEN  CINEMA  Sebastopol  (3NEMA  9 
Santa  Clara.  AMC  MERCADO  20  Sonoma.  SONOMA  6 
San  Jose.  CENTURY  CAPITOL  01  Vacaville.  BREN0EN 1 6 
MARIN  COUNTY  VaJle|o,  CENTURY  14 

Corte 'Madera  CENTURY  CINEMA  Windsor,  AIRPORT  STADIUM  12 


MARIN  COUNTY 

Ncrrato.  CENTURY  R0WIAN0  PLAZA 
San  Rafael,  CENTURY  N0RTHGATE 
NORTH  COUNTIES 
Cloverdale,  CLOVER  4 
Fairfield.  EDWARDS  STADIUM  16 
Napa  CENTURY  CINEOOME  8 
Petaluma  BOULEVARD  CINEMAS  12 
Rohnert  Park,  PACIFIC'S  STADIUM  16 
Santa  Rosa  ROXY  STADIUM  14 


COME  MEET  THE  WHITE  WITCH  FROM  NARNIA  AT  DISNEYLAND! 


It’s  not  so  much  a  story  of  Capote  (Philip 
Seymour  Hoffman)  as  the  illustration  of 
the  question  Malcolm  so  artfully  dodged: 
What,  really,  do  journalists  owe  their  sub¬ 
jects?  In  this  case,  what  did  the  glittering 
Capote  owe  the  two  killers  who  lent  him 
their  life  stories  for  his  nonfiction 
“novel”?  Hints  of  the  hundred  separate 
movies  that  could  be  made  from  Capote’s 
life  emerge  in  key  details:  The  scarf  he 
rattles  like  a  saber  in  Kansas’s  cop  HQ 
calls  to  mind  the  family  warfare  that  ac¬ 
companied  his  growing  up  gay  in  the  ’30s 
and  ’40s;  the  bottle  of  booze  he  doesn’t 
seem  to  leave  home  without  foreshadows 
a  grim  decline.  This  film  makes  a  won¬ 
derful  habit  of  entering  ensemble  scenes 
midsentence,  creating  a  verity  feel  with¬ 
out  the  sea-sickening  camera,  and  it’s 
hard  to  find  fault  with  the  casting: 
Catherine  Keener,  gently  butch  as  the 
conscience  of  the  film.  Harper  Lee,  nails 
Capote’s  alter  ego  and  “research  assis¬ 
tant,”  hired  for  her  ability  to  steward  the 
writer  into  Holcomb,  Kan.’s  housewives’ 


hearts.  (1:50)  Clay,  Empire,  Shattuck. 
(Gerhard) 

Chicken  Little  (1:15)  1000  Van  Ness,  Cen¬ 
tury  20,  Kabuki. 

The  Chronicles  of  Narnia:  The  Lion,  the 
Witch,  and  the  Wardrobe  Considering  the 
strong  affections  —  and  dreams  of  magic 
and  power  —  that  children  and  adults 
have  invested  in  C.S.  Lewis’s  Chronicles  of 
Narnia  series,  one  wishes  the  makers  of 
this  initial  installment  had  more  confi¬ 
dence  in  their  material.  The  thrill  of  hav¬ 
ing  that  somewhat  unimaginable  imagi¬ 
nary  world  visualized  —  and  embodied 
by  charming  actors  like  Georgie  Henley, 
as  Lucy  Pevensie,  and  James  McAvoy,  as 
the  faun  Tumnus  —  remains,  though  di¬ 
rector  Andrew  Adamson’s  vision  is  disap¬ 
pointingly  tame  concerning  this  most 
fanciful  of  stories.  Despite  the  seduction 
of  the  narrative  and  the  veritable 
menagerie  of  well-animated  unicorns, 
beavers,  tigers,  lions,  and  bears  darting 

Continued  on  page  70 


“TWO  VERY  BIG, 
ENTHUSIASTIC  THUMBS  UP. 

One  of  the  year’s  best  films.”  EbM«R«>per 


“★★★★ 

‘SYRIAN A'  IS  BRILLIANT. 

The  kind  of  give-’em-hell 
filmmaking  that  matters.” 


“‘SYRIANA’  IS  EXPLOSIVE, 

emotionally  engaging  and 
intellectually  stimulating. 
Clooney  does  a  masterful  job. 
We  need  more  movies  like  this.” 


TlQjlingStone 


“‘Syriana’  is  light  years  from  the 
standard  Hollywood  movie. 

MEATY,  INTELLIGENT  AND 
ENGROSSING.” 


TIME 

“A  'FEARLESS  AND  AMBITIOUS 
PIECE  OF  WORK. 

Filmmaking  of  the  most  bravura  kind.’ 
Kenneth  Turan, 

Cos  Angeles  Slimes 


“‘SYRIANA’  IS  A  MOVIE  THAT 
DEMANDS  AND  REWARDS 
CLOSE  ATTENTION. 

It  spins  a  complex. 
Intriguing  narrative  about  oil, 
terrorism,  money  and  power  and  is 
a  rich  and  entertaining  experience.” 

A.O.  Scott. 

<Z?l)f  |jork  (times 

“SIMPLY  THE  BEST  MOVIE 
I’VE  SEEN  THIS  YEAR. 

George  Clooney  should  merit 
serious  Oscar*  consideration.” 
Richard  Roe  per, 


WUMm ^WTREFFIC 


R 

RESTRICTED 

UNDER  17  REQUIRES  ACCOMPANYING 
PARENT  OR  ADULT  GUARDIAN 

Violence  And  Language 

AMC  DIGITAL 

lOOO  VAN  NESS 

Van  Ness  /  O'Farrell 
4 1  5/922-4AMC 

AMC  DIGITAL 
KABUKI  8 

1  88 1  Post  St 
4 1  5/922-4AMC 


Clnearts 

CINEARTS  @  EMPIRE 

85  W  Portal  Ave 
415/661-2539 
Independent 
PRESIDIO  THEATRE 
Chestnut  /  Scott 
415/776-2388 


Loews  Clneplex 

METREON  digital 

1  0 1  4th  St 

800/FAN DANGO  #705 
Century  Theatres- 
CENTURY  20  DALY  CITY 
Junipero  Serra  /  J  Daly  Blvd 
650/994-7469 
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EAST  BAY 

Antioch,  Regol  Cinemas  Deer  Volley  Stadium  16 

BeiXeley.  Landmark's  Shattuck  Cinemas  oenu 

Concord,  Brenden  Brendan  14  wcrui 

Dublin.  Regol  Cinemas  Hoaendo  Crossings  20  &  IMAX 

Emeryville,  AMC  Boy  Street  16  worm 

Moninez,  Contra  Costa  Cinemo  5  oenu 

Newoik.  Century  Cmedome  7 

Ooklond.  Renaissance's  Grand  Lake  worm 

Ornda,  Renaissance  s  Orinda  Theatre 

Pittsburg,  Brenden  Brenden  16  mix 

Pleasant  Hill,  Century  Century  16 

Richmond,  Century  Century  16  Hilltop 

San  Leandro.  Century  Baytair  Mall  16 

Son  Romon,  Regol  Cinemas  Crow  Canyon  Stadium  6  on 

Union  City,  Century  Union  City  25 

Walnut  Creek  Century  Downtown  Walnut  Creek  1 4 


BURLINGAME.  Gentry  Theotres  Cmeirts  ©  Hyatt 
REOWOOO  CITY,  Century  Theatres  Century  Pork  1 2 
SAN  MATEO  Century  Theatres  Century  12  Downtown 
SAN  JOSE 

Campbell,  Camera  Cinemas  Camera  7  ©  The  Pruneyord 

Gilroy,  Platinum  7 

Hollister.  Premiere  Cinemo 

las  Gatos.  Comero  Cinemas  las  Gatos 

Milpitas,  Cenwy  Theatres  Century  20  Great  Man 

Morgan  Hill,  Cinelux  Theatres  Morgan  Hill  Tennant  Station 

Mtn.  View,  Century  Theatres  Century  Cinemo  16 

Son  Jose,  Century  Theotres  Century  Capitol  16 

San  Jose,  AMC  Saratoga  14  oenu 

Son  Jose,  Century  Theatres  Century  20  Ookndge 

San  Jose,  Comero  Cmemos  Comero  12  Cinema  otciui 

Son  Jose,  Clneorts  Cineorts  ©  Santana  Row 

Son  Jose.  AMC  Eostndge  Moll  15 


Santa  Ctoro,  AMC  Mercado  20  earn 
FAIRFAX,  Fairfax  Theater 
LARKSPUR,  Century  Theatres  Larkspur  Landing 
NOVATO.  Century  Theatres  Rowland  Piezo 
SAN  RAFAEL  Century  Theates  Regency 
TIBURON,  Cinema  Playhouse 
FAIRFIELD,  Edwards  Fairfield  Stadium  16 
lAKEPORT,  Cinema  5 
NAPA  Ceniury  Centary  Cnedome  8 
PETALUMA  Cinemo  West  Boulevard  Cinemas 
ROHNERT  PARK,  Pacific  Theotres  Rohnert  Park  16 
SANTA  ROSA  Airport  Cinemo  doth 
SANTA  ROSA  RoxySUdUml4 
SEBASTOPOL  Sebcsiopol  Cinemo  9 
SONOMA  Cinema  West  Sonoma  Cinemo  6 
VACAVILLE,  Brenden  16  doth 
VALLEJO.  Century  U  VoOejo 
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film  listings 

Ongoing 

From  page  69 

gracefully  through  the  film  —  the  film’s 
scope,  from  the  initial  scenes  of  the 
Pevensie  children’s  drab  WWlI-era 
British  reality  to  the  sunlit,  modestly  ec¬ 
static  backdrop  of  Narnia,  with  its  evil 
White  Witch  (Tilda  Swinton)  and  talking 
critters  (ably  voiced  by  thespians  like 
Liam  Neeson,  as  the  lion  Aslan),  is  some¬ 
what  dismayingly  conservative.  Let’s  just 
say  Disney  and  Adamson  haven’t  partak¬ 
en  of  the  truly  deep  magic  of  Bunuel, 
Svankmajer,  or  Kubrick  —  or  even  Jack- 
son,  Jeunet,  or  Lucas.  And  how  else  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  blatant  cribbing  from  Lord  of 
the  Rings  and  Star  Wars7.  All  the  hand- 
wringing  about  the  subtextual  Christian 
content  aside  (which  for  some  reason 
doesn’t  glare  when  treated  as  just  another 
mythical  communique  to  Aslan’s  army), 
the  tale  still  enchants.  Just  silence  the  ra¬ 
tional  mind  and  don’t  try  to  reconcile  the 
presence  of  a  wookiee-like  creature  and 


Father  Christmas  in  the  same  film.  (2:05) 
Century  20,  Century  Plaza,  Grand  Lake, 
Kabuki.  (Chun) 

•■The  Constant  Gardener  (2:08)  Galaxy, 
Oaks. 

Derailed  ( 1:40)  1000  Van  Ness,  Kabuki. 
•‘The  Dying  Gaul  The  first  directorial  fea¬ 
ture  by  playwright-scenarist  Craig  Lucas 
( Longtime  Companion,  Prelude  to  a  Kiss) 
was  passed  on  by  major-league  distribu¬ 
tors;  it  has  ended  upas  perhaps  the  star¬ 
riest  and  slickest  US  feature  ever  captured 
by  ever-gay-subject-matter-friendly 
Strand  Releasing.  One  worries  the  unap- 
petizingly  titled  film  may  still  be  too 
thorny  even  for  most  gay  audiences,  let 
alone  average  art-house  ones.  It’s  not  ex¬ 
actly  a  feel-good  movie,  allowing  for  the 
fact  that  seeing  Campbell  Scott  and  Peter 
Sarsgaard  naked  together  and  screwing 
can  indeed  feel  pretty  good.  Sarsgaard 
plays  Robert,  an  NYC  writer  flown  to  La 
La  Land  by  studio  executive  Jeffrey 
(Scott),  who  wants  his  screenplay  —  one 
he’d  written  for  the  lover  who  recently 


STARTS  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  16 

AMC  THEATRES3HX*'  CENTURY  THEATRESIHX*  LOEWS  THEATRES 

1000  VAN  NESS  CENTURY  20  DALY  CITY  METREON 

San  Francisco  /  (415)  922-4AMC  Daly  City  /  (650)  994-7469  San  Francisco  /  (800)  FANDANGO  #705 

AMC  THEATRES  CENTURY  THEATRES  INDEPENDENT 

KABUKI  8  CENTURY  PLAZA  10  PRESIDIO 

San  Francisco  /  (415)  922-4AMC  So.  San  Francisco  /  (650)  742-9200  San  Francisco  /  (415)  776-2388 

AND  AT  THESE  SELECT  BAY  AREA  THEATRES 


EAST  BAY  MARIN 

Antioch  -  Regal  Deer  Valley  Stadium  16  Novato  -  Century  Rowland  Plaza 

Berkeley  -  UA  Berkeley  7  San  Rafael  -  Century  Regency 

Concord  -  Brenden  14  Tiburon  -  Tiburon  Playhouse  Cinema 

Dublin  -  Regal  Hacienda  Crossing  Stadium  20  JJORTH  COUNTIES 
Emeryville  -  AMC  Bay  Street  16  ^  Stadium 1 16 

7  ■  -  •  -  -  Napa  -  Century  Clnedome  8 

Petaluma  -  Boulevard  Cinemas  12 
Rohnert  Park  -  Pacific's  Stadium  16 
Santa  Rosa  -  Roxy  Stadium  14 
Sebastopol  -  Sebastopol  Cinema 
Vacaville  -  Brenden  1 6 
Vallejo  -  Century  14 
Windsor  -  Airport  Stadium  12 
PENINSULA 

Daly  City  -  Century  20  Daly  City 
Burlingame  -  CineArts@Hyatt 


Oakland  -  Regal  Jack  London  Stadium 
Pittsburg  -  Brenden  16 
Pleasant  Hill  -  Century  16  Pleasant  Hill 
Richmond  -  Century  16  Hilltop 
San  Leandro  -  Century  16  Bayfair  Center 
San  Ramon  -  Regal  Crow  Canyon  Stadium  6 
Union  City  -  Century  25  Union  City 
Walnut  Creek  -  Century  14  Downtown 


Redwood  City  -  Century  Park  12 
So.  San  Francisco  -  Century  Plaza  10 

SAN  JOSE 

Campbell  -  Camera  7  Pruneyard 

Hollister  -  Premiere  Cinemas 

Milpitas  -  Century  20  Great  Mall 

Morgan  Hill  -  CineLux  Tennant  Station  Stadium  8 

Mountain  View  -  Century  Cinemas  1 6 

San  Jose  -  Camera  12 

San  Jose  -  Century  20  Oakridge 

San  Jose  -  Century  24 

San  Jose  -  Century  Berryessa  10 

San  Jose  -  Century  Capitol  16 

San  Jose  -  AMC  fcastridge  15 

San  Jose  -  AMC  Saratoga  14 

Santa  Clara  -  AMC  Mercado  20 

San  Jose  -  Century  Capitol  6  Drive  In 
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“Simply  Wonderful” 

Leonard  Maltin,^)  Entertainment  Tonight 

“Hysterically  Funny” 

Bill  Zwecker,  Chicago  Sun-Times 

“Irresistible” 

Peter  Travers,  UgliagStoae 
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died  of  AIDS  and  that  Jeffrey’s  wife, 

Elaine  (Patricia  Clarkson),  pronounces 
“perfect.”  Yet  it  is  the  way  of  Hollywood 
that  perfection  can  always  be  improved 
on,  or  at  least  made  more  marketable; 
thus  Jeffrey  begins  seducing  Robert  into 
creative  compromises.  He  also  seduces 
him  in  the  more  traditional  fashion,  even 
as  oblivious  cuckold  Elaine  takes  a  pas¬ 
sionate,  quasimaternal  interest  in  the 
still-grieving  author.  When  her  good  in¬ 
tentions  get  wire-crossed  with  the  boys’ 
misbehavior,  this  loaded  triangle  takes 
several  perverse,  eventually  macabre 
turns.  Adapted  from  his  stage  play, 

Lucas’s  script  cuts  sharp  as  a  knife,  recall¬ 
ing  the  terse  psychological  sadism  of  vin¬ 
tage  Harold  Pinter,  albeit  with  more 
warmly  rounded  characters.  (1:29)  Opera 
Plaza,  Shattuck,  Smith  Rafael.  (Harvey) 
Going  Shopping  For  the  women  of  Henry 
Jaglom’s  latest  talky  comedy,  Going  Shop¬ 
ping,  shopping  is  more  than  a  habit  —  it’s 
a  way  of  life.  They  try  on  attitudes,  rela¬ 
tionships,  and  emotional  states  as  they 
would  a  pair  of  shoes;  someone’s  always 
either  laughing  or  crying  but  never  for 
long.  The  shoestring  plot  revolves  around 
Holly  (Victoria  Foyt),  a  sensitive,  materi¬ 
alistic  dame  who  runs  her  own  boutique 
in  upper-crust  Los  Angeles.  When  the 
store  dips  into  the  red,  she  finds  herself 
needing  to  make  ends  meet  while  balanc¬ 
ing  delicate  relationships  with  her  mother 
and  daughter.  Jaglom  punctuates  the  nar¬ 
rative  with  different  women  discussing 
the  thrills  and  traumas  of  walking  the 
aisle.  Between  the  story’s  intergenera- 
tional  babbling  and  the  cutaway  confes¬ 
sions,  the  film  is  as  much  about  talking  as 
it  is  shopping;  at  its  most  frantic,  Going 
Shopping  plays  like  a  cracked-out,  melo¬ 
dramatic  version  of  something  Woody 
Allen  might  have  conceived.  The  whole 
thing  feels  frivolous,  and  while  that  may 
be  the  point  in  a  film  about  disposable 
pleasure,  I’m  not  sure  I’m  buying.  (1:46) 
Opera  Plaza.  (Goldberg) 

•-Good  Night,  and  Good  Luck  As  Good 
Night,  and  Good  Luck  opens,  Edward  R. 
Murrow  (David  Strathairn)  rips  into  an 
audience  that  has  gathered  to  honor  him 
at  a  1958  Radio  and  Television  News  Di¬ 
rectors  Association  gala.  George  Clooney 
(who  also  directs)  and  Grand  Heslov’s 
script  stays  true  to  Murrow’s  real-life 
speech,  a  searing  indictment  of  televi¬ 
sion’s  shift  toward  fluffy  programming,  as 
well  as  the  networks’  increasingly  close 
ties  to  advertisers.  Were  he  alive  today, 
Murrow  would  no  doubt  have  additional  ' 
thoughts  about  the  21st-century  version 
of  “this  weapon”;  in  particular  he’d  prob¬ 
ably  take  issue  with  the  24-hour-news 
culture,  which  favors  sensational  nuggets 
over  in-depth  stories.  Good  Night  is  a 
Murrow  biopic  of  sorts,  but  it  focuses  on 
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Berkeley.  LANDMARK'S  SHATTUCK 
San  Rafael.  RAFAEL  FILM  CENTER 


the  specific  events  surrounding  March  9, 
1954,  when  Murrow’s  See  It  Now  program 
dared  to  take  on  Sen.  Joseph  McCarthy  at 
the  height  of  the  Red  Scare.  Director 
Clooney  takes  his  cue  from  this  moment 
in  television  history,  using  real  film  clips 
and  plucking  Murrow’s  on-air  dialogue 
from  transcripts.  The  result  is  a  period- 
authentic,  eerily  resonant  snapshot  of  a 
time  when  national  security  issues  could 
trump  the  rights  of  individuals,  and  fear 
kept  most  Americans  woefully  silent. 
(1:30)  Albany,  Embarcadero.  (Eddy) 
•■Harry  Potter  and  the  Goblet  of  Fire  I 
was  pretty  high  on  Harry  Potter  and  the 
Prisoner  of  Azkaban,  but  Harry  Potter  and 
the  Goblet  of  Fire  is,  without  a  doubt,  the 
new  champ.  Its  PG-13  rating  is  well 
earned,  with  sinister  spookiness  and  kids- 
in-peril  all  but  replacing  whimsy  and 
wonder  (though  one  of  Harry’s  first  lines, 
after  witnessing  the  TARDIS-like  powers 
of  a  tent  that  looks  tiny  on  the  outside 
and  spacious  on  the  inside,  could  be  a 
bumper  sticker  for  the  series:  “1  love 
magic!”)  The  Hogwarts  gang  are 
teenagers  now,  and  director  Mike  Newell 
(Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral)  wisely 
keeps  author  J.K.  Rowling’s  balance  of 
wizardry  and  growing  pains  intact.  What 
could  be  scarier  than  facing  down  villain 
Lord  Voldemort  (an  unrecognizable 
Ralph  Fiennes)?  Try  asking  your  crush  to 
the  school  dance  —  a  task  thaUutterly 
paralyzes  even  the  great  Harry  Potter 
(Daniel  Radcliffe).  (2:37)  1000  Van  Ness, 
Century  20,  Century  Plaza,  Grand  Lake, 
Kabuki,  Orinda.  (Eddy) 

•■A  History  of  Violence  Peel  away  an  all- 
American  facade,  and  you’ll  find  a  mur¬ 
derous  gangster  underneath:  This  mes¬ 
sage  lurks  throughout  David  Cronen¬ 
berg’s  A  History  of  Violence.  The  doc-like 
title  of  Cronenberg’s  latest  (adapting  a 
graphic  novel  of  the  same  name)  is  par 
for  a  director. whose  vision  has  always 
been  coolly  antiseptic,  and  the  first  “big 
word”  in  its  title  is  anathema  to  contem¬ 
porary  amnesia.  Nonetheless,  this  lean 
and  mean  family  tale  has  definite  main¬ 
stream  crossover  appeal;  Cronenberg’s 
version  of  national  allegory  trumps  Clint 
Eastwood’s  Mystic  River,  not  least  because 
it  favors  genre  ( Out  of  the  Past,  anyone?) 
and  archetypes  over  bogus  realism.  From 
the  Lynch-like  diner  small-talk  about  cof¬ 
fee  and  pie,  to  the  foreboding,  shiny  black 
car  slowly  creeping  into  sunbathed  gold¬ 
en  settings,  Americana  fits  the  Canadian 
auteur  like  a  surgical  glove.  The  result  is 
his  best  movie  since  Dead  Ringers.  There’s 
a  reason  the  name  of  History's  protago¬ 
nist,  Tom  Stall  (Viggo  Mortensen),  is  so 
plain,  so  benign,  though  he’s  loathe  to  re¬ 
veal  it  to  wife  Edie  (Maria  Bello),  son  Jack 
(Ashton  Holmes),  and  daughter  Sarah 
(Heidi  Hayes).  Mortensen’s  Mt.  Rush- 
more  of  a  face  is  the  film’s  riddle,  allow¬ 
ing  a  pair  of  wonderfully  outsize  Mafia 
turns  by  a  sarcastic  Ed  Fiarris  and  a  hilar¬ 
ious  William  Hurt  to  effectively  steal 
scepes,  if  not  lives.  (1:35)  Four  Star, 
Galaxy.  (Huston) 

Ice  Harvest  ( 1:28)  1000  Van  Ness. 
•Jarhead  “Welcome  to  the  suck,”  the 
film’s  poster  announces,  referring  not  just 
to  Operation  Desert  Storm  (or  the  long, 
boring  days  of  Operation  Desert  Shield 
that  preceded  it),  but  also  to  the  Middle 
Eastern  desert  (hot,  dreary,  and  sand 
choked)  and  military  service  itself,  as 
seen  through  the  wide  eyes  of  a  young 
marine  named  Swoff  (Jake  Gyllenhaal). 
Based  on  Anthony  Swofford’s  acclaimed 
memoir,  and  directed  with  artful  compo¬ 
sure  by  American  Beauty's  Sam  Mendes, 
Jarhead  is  an  incredibly  timely,  well-acted 
film  that  crystallizes  the  unglamorous, 
and  even  pointless,  mechanics  of  modern 
warfare  into  two  searing  hours.  Though 
some  of  the  members  of  Swoff’s  unit  oc¬ 
casionally  slip  into  caricature,  even  the 
sporadic  mixed-message  moment  (rifles 
are  fetishized,  while  Scud  missiles  are 


not)  makes  sense  in  Jarhead' s  milieu  of 
conflicts  both  personal  and  political,  both 
of  which  still  resonate  today.  “We  never 
have  to  come  back  to  this  shit  hole  ever 
again!”  exclaims  one  soldier  when  Desert 
Storm  abruptly  ends.  If  only.  (1:45)  1000 
Van  Ness.  ( Eddy) 

Just  Friends  (1:34)  1000  Van  Ness,  Centu¬ 
ry  20. 

Kiss  Kiss  Bang  Bang  The  first  directorial 
feature  from  Shane  Black  —  once  the 
highly  paid  writer  of  action-comedy 
schlock,  including  the  genre’s  Rosetta 
stone.  Lethal  Weapon  —  is  presumably 
the  more  “personal”  and  “character-driv¬ 
en”  project  he  really  wanted  to  do  all 
along.  The  pilot  snarkster  here  is  Robert 
Downey  Jr.,  whose  protagonist,  Harry 
Lockhart,  starts  freezing  frames  and  cute¬ 
ly  covering  Black’s  ass  (“I  apologize.  That 
was  a  terrible  scene”)  in  voice-over  narra¬ 
tion  from  the  very  first  moment.  He’s  a 
thief  who  haplessly  flees  from  a  crime 
scene  into  an  audition,  ending  up  in  LA 
as  a  possible  Next  Big  Thing.  Harry’s  “de¬ 
tective  lessons”  for  his  prospective  big- 
break  part  pair  him  with  a  PI  known  as 
Gay  Perry  (Val  Kilmer)  because  he’s  gay. 
(Like  that  trait  would  be  so  distinguish¬ 
ing  in  LAJIDn  a  routine  stakeout,  they 
witness  a  crime  whose  further  investiga¬ 
tion  develops  into  a  convoluted  pileup  of 
female  corpses,  hired  killers  (who  make 
up  most  of  the  film’s  ethnic-minority 
casting),  tail-chasing  (narrative  and  oth¬ 
erwise),  chases,  shootings,  and  muchas 
whatnotas.  Kiss  Kiss  Bang  Bang  —  even 
the  title  is  derivative,  coined  for  an  ob¬ 
scure  ’60s  Italian  exploitation  film  and 
then  borrowed  by  Pauline  Kael  for  her 
first  review  collection  —  is  so  glossy  its 
$15  million  “indie”  shine  almost  hurts. 

The  movie  primarily  means  to  be  witty, 
but  when  it  stoops,  it  limbo-dances  about 
as  low  as  you  can  go.  (1:43)  Galaxy.  (Har¬ 
vey) 

•■Memoirs  of  a  Geisha  If  you  can  get  over 
the  first  stopper  —  a  blue-eyed  non-hapa 
star  geisha  Sayuri  with  otherwise  arche¬ 
typal^  Asian  coloring  played  by  Chinese 
actress  Ziyi  Zhang  —  chances  are  you 
might  enjoy  the  old-fashioned  Holly¬ 
wood  moviemaking  propelling  Memoirs 
of  a  Geisha.  Sayuri  is  sold  by  her  impov¬ 
erished,  crumbling  peasant  family  into 
the  servitude  of  an  okiya,  or  geisha  house. 
If  she’s  lucky  she’ll  be  trained  to  be  a 
maiko,  or  apprentice,  then  a  geisha  — 
who,  the  script  takes  pains  to  point  out 
(though  dropping  mixed  messages),  is  an 
artist  and  entertainer,  rather  than  a  pros¬ 
titute.  When  Hatsumono,  the  house’s  gor¬ 
geous  money-making  geisha  (Gong  Li, 
digging  into  her  role  like  a  spitting,  tiger¬ 
like  silent  film  icon),  scuttles  Sayuri’s  ca¬ 
reer,  the  girl  finds  hope  in  kind  eyes  of 
the  Chairman  (Ken  Watanabe),  a  local 
captain  of  industry,  and  under  the  wing 
of  Hatsumoto’s  rival  geisha,  Mameha 
(Michelle  Yeoh).  Considering  Japan’s 
longtime  racial  homogeneity  and  the  fact 
that  the  casting  reflects  Western  stereo¬ 
types  about  Asians  “all  looking  alike,”  the 
dominant  of  Chinese  actresses  amid 
their  Japanese  male  counterparts  like 
Watanabe  and  Kiyoshi  Kurosawa  favorite 
Koji  Yakusho  (like  Gong,  dropping  natu¬ 
ralism  for  operatic  gestures)  is  puzzling, 
apart  from  predictable  US  box-office 
concerns.  Still,  Memoirs'  Cinderella  story 
should  be  comfortingly  familiar  for  West¬ 
ern  audiences,  though  the  art-house. suc¬ 
cess  of  Crouching  Tiger  and  genre  chops 
of  Jet  Li  and  company  should  allay  any 
fears  of  middle  America  buying  a  major 
studio  picture  set  in  Japan  —  after  the 
box  office  seppuku  committed  by  The  Last 
Samurai.  (2:07)  Metreon.  (Chun) 

•■Naked  in  Ashes  Even  in  a  nation  of  1 
billion,  13  million  is  a  pretty  respectable 
minority  —  and  that  is  the  estimated 
number  of  yogis  currently  traveling  a 
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‘King  Kong'  is  a  surprisingly  tender,  even  heartbreaking  film.  It's  a  tragic  tale  of 
beauty  and  the  beast.  Jackson's  'Kong'  laps  the  1933  movie  in  virtually  every 
department  yet  still  manages  to  leave  you  in  awe  of  the  pioneering  original." 
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5,000-year-old  spiritual  path  in  India. 


Paula  Fouce’s  documentary  trains  its 
somewhat  loose  yet  engaging  focus  on 
about  twenty  individuals  around  the  na¬ 
tion.  Some  practice  “austerites”  that’are 
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downright  carnivalesque:  There’s  a  guy 
whorcs  been  standing  upright  24/7  for  12 
years,  and  another  who  attracts  attention 
by  pulling  a  fully  loaded  jeep  with  his,  er, 
third  arm.  (As  he  helpfully  advises,  "This 
penis  control  trick  is  not  for  everyone.”) 
There  are  also  yogis  who  take  regular  pil¬ 
grimages  high  into  the  Himalayas,  walk¬ 
ing  naked  in  snow,  risking  death  from  ex¬ 
posure.  But  Ashes  isn’t  the  Monde  Cane  of 
Hinduism.  Its  benevolent  outlook  makes 
such  bizarre  behaviors  understandable  as 
one  person’s  path  of  liberation  from  our 
current  dark  age  of  empty  materialism. 
More  often,  this  diverse  survey  of  yogic 
gurus  and  disciples  conveys  the  serenity 
gained  by  renunciation  of  earthly  desires 
via  prayer,  meditation,  charitable  works, 
yoga,  and  so  forth.  To  Fouce’s  credit,  she’s 
made  an  entertaining  (as  well  as  illumi¬ 
nating)  movie  about  people  with  no  use 
for  “entertainment”  whatsoever.  ( 1 :58) 
Shattuck,  Smith  Rafael.  (Harvey) 

One:  The  Movie  One  morning  in  2002, 
Ward  M.  Powers,  middle-aged  trial  lawyer 
and  suburban  dad,  suddenly  came  up 
with  the  idea  of  making  a  film  on  the 
meaning  of  life  and  how  we  are  all  really 
one.  So  he  rounded  up  his  cousin  and 


best  friend,  and  the  three  novices  roamed 
the  country,  encountering  people  on  the 
street  and  famous  spiritual  authorities 
(including  Deepak  Chopra,  Father 
Thomas  Keating,  Ram  Dass,  Barbara 
Marx  Hubbard,  and  Robert  Thurman 
(the  first  American-born  Buddhist  monk 
and,  more  important,  Uma’s  daddy),  all 
of  whom  were  asked  a  list  of  20  ques¬ 
tions,  such  as:  What  happens  to  you  after 
you  die?  What  is  heaven?  Powers’s  ap¬ 
proach  isn’t  much  of  an  advance  beyond 
the  cabbie  who  had  Bertrand  Russell  in 
the  back  and  inquired,  "So,  Bertie  . . . 
you’re  a  philosopher  —  what’s  it  all 
about?”  One  is  a  perfectly  ghastly  exam¬ 
ple  of  New  Age  flapdoodle:  True  profun : 
dity  rarely  arrives  in  sound  bites,  and  ex¬ 
pressing  Big  Ideas  through  talking-head 
parades  and  short-attention-span  editing 
guarantees  shallow  talk.  Though  it  pre¬ 
tends  to  be  a  spiritual  smorgasbord.  One 
is  really  a  monster  fortune  cookie,  stuffed 
with  platitudes,  flimflam,  and  the  bloody 
obvious.  (1:19)  Act  I  and  II,  Lumiere. 
(Amanatullah) 

^Paradise  Now  When  independent  film¬ 
makers  in  the  United  States  started  out, 
their  aim  was  to  show  an  America  that 


Hollywood  never  put  onscreen:  ordinary 
people,  speaking  how  they  really  speak, 
shot  in  towns  and  cities  far  from  back-lot 
facades.  Today  Palestinian  filmmakers  are 
often  driven  by  a  parallel  mandate:  to 
show  the  world  the  shape  of  Palestinian 
lives  far  from  exploding  bombs  and 
breaking-news  broadcasts.  Amsterdam- 
based  Palestinian  filmmaker  Hany  Abu- 
Assad  is  intent  on  capturing  the  inanities 
and  insanities  of  life  in  occupied  territo¬ 
ry.  Paradise  Now,  his  latest  film  (after 
Ford  Transit  and  Rana’s  Wedding,  among 
others),  is  a  seriocomic  thriller  with  a 
dose  of  romance.  Shot  in  35mm  under 
virtually  battlefront  conditions,  it  res¬ 
olutely  keeps  its  lens  —  and  our  eyes, 
minds,  and  hearts  —  on  the  script.  The 
result  is  far  more  engrossing,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  far  more  deadly,  when  a  pair  of 
.slacker  friends  are  tapped  for  a  fatal 
honor:  to  be  their  town’s  next  suicide 
bombers  in  a  mission  targeting  Tel  Aviv. 
Paradise  Now  is  as  much  about  its  charac¬ 
ters’  mind-sets  as  ours.  In  a  way,  Abu- 
Assad  is  building  a  bridge  of  subjectivity 
in  the  form  of  a  madcap  thriller.  (1:30) 
Shattuck.  (B.  Ruby  Rich) 

Pride  and  Prejudice  Like  the  12-bar 
blues  and  the  facts  of  life,  we  all  know 
how  it  goes,  but  precisely  how  do  the  par¬ 
ticulars  compare  to  our  own  internal 
Pride  and  Prejudices  as  well  as,  admit  it, 
the  definitive  BBC  miniseries  with  the 
wet-shirted  Colin  Firth  as  Mr.  Darcy? 

Here,  the  crucial  roles  are  fairly  well 
filled:  As  Elizabeth,  the  bruised-eyed  * 
Keira  Knightley  is  impish,  girlish,  and 
toothy,  yet  twinkly  smart.  Ape-draped 
MI-5  actor  Matthew  Macfadyen  plays 
Darcy  so  low-down  and  subtle  that  he 
runs  the  risk  of  resembling  a  dot¬ 
mouthed  cartoon,  but  when  the  time 
comes  to  confess  his  most  ardent  affec¬ 
tions,  he  steps  up  and  fills  Firth’s  pan¬ 
taloons,  even  if  he  has  to  channel  Lau¬ 
rence  Olivier’s  Heathcliff  and  stomp 
through  the  moors  in  what  looks  to  be  a 
bathrobe.  Other  roles  are  beautifully 
filled  out  by  Bsenda  Blethyn,  Donald 
Sutherland,  Tom  Hollander,  Judi  Dench, 
and  Jena  Malone.  Director  Joe  Wright  fa¬ 
vors  a  muddy,  frizzy-haired,  minimal- 
makeup  naturalism,  reminiscent  of  ’60s- 
era  reworkings  of  Penguin  Classics,  com¬ 
plete  with  zooming  camera,  an  emphasis 
on  daylight,  pigs’  testicles,  and  odd  mo¬ 
ments  of  modern-day  randiness.  Did 
Elizabeth  really  check  out  Wickham’s  ass 
in  the  book?  (2:08)  Bridge,  Century  20, 
Empire,  Piedmont,  Shattuck.  (Chun) 

Prime  (1:39)  Galaxy. 

Rent  The  Broadway-cinema  continuum, 
which  runs  both  ways  (see:  Chicago,  Hair- 
spray,  and  the  hall  of  mirrors  that  is  The 
Producers),  has  proved  to  be  a  highly  lu¬ 
crative  alliance.  So  why  does  Chris 
Columbus’s  big-screen  version  of  Rent  — 
a  slickly  directed,  energetically  acted  op¬ 
eration  —  feel  kind  of  unnecessary  right 
about  now?  For  one  thing,  it’s  dated.  The 
play’s  vision  of  Manhattan,  circa  1990,  no 
longer  exists.  The  cast  —  made  up  almost 
entirely  of  the  stars  of  the  1996  Tony- 
winning  stage  production  —  is  also 
dated,  if  well-preserved.  Had  creator 
Jonathan  Larson  lived  to  s ee.Rent  flour¬ 
ish,  it’s  possible  the  big-screen  version 
might  have  been  a  little  different,  a  little 
more  innovative;  as  is,  it’s  an  exceptional¬ 
ly  faithful  interpretation.  It  doesn’t  do 
what  Chicago  did,  reimagining  and  styliz¬ 
ing  the  source  material  for  the  big  screen; 
neither  does  it  offer  the  excitement  of 
seeing  genuine  movie  stars  (the  biggest 
name  here  is  non-original-cast-member 
Rosario  Dawson)  singin’  and  dancin’ 
However,  there’s  an  upside  to  Rent  keep¬ 
ing  it  real,  beyond  just  pleasing  "Rent- 
heads”  near  and  far.  Unlike,  say,  last  year’s 
Phantom  of  the  Opera,  Rent's  adherence 
to  the  Broadway  cast  insures  that  Larson’s 

Continued  on  page  75 


THE  PERFORMANCE  OF  THE  YEAR!”  / 

Mick  LaSalle,  SAN  FRANCISCO  CHRONICLE 

Philip  Seymour  Hoiiman 

capote 


BASED  ON  THE  BOOK  BY  GERALD  CLARKE  SCREENPLAY  BY  DAN  flJTTERMAN  DIRECTED  BY  BENNETT  MIllfR 


^  as  wwwsonvclassics.com  SONY^PICTURES  CLASSICS' 


NOW  PLAYING! 


LANDMARK’S  CLAY 

|Filmore  @  Clay, 
l  Francisco 
)  267-4893 


CINEARTS@EMPIRE 

W.  Portal  @  Vicente, 
San  Francisco 
(415)  661-2539 


ALSO  PLAYING  AT  THESE: 

SAN  JOSE:  MARIN: 

CENTURY  25  San  Jose  CINEARTSdMARIN  SauMhlo 

CENTURY  CAPITOL  16  San  Jojo  CENTURY  N0RTHGATE  San  Ralaol 
EAST  BAY:  PALO  ALTO: 

LANDMARK  S  SHATTUCK  Boikeley  CINEARTS«PALO  ALTO  Palo  Ado 
SilS^'wSSKu  "°BTH  COUNTIES: 

Pleasant  Hill  RIALTO  CINEMA  Sana  Rom 


VIEW  THE  TRAILER  AT  WWW.CAPOTEFTLM.COIVI 


"IT  SCARED  THE  LIVING  ****  OUT  OF  ME! 

IT  MAY  BE  THE  MOST  VISCERALLY 
EFFECTIVE  HORROR  FILM  i  ve  ever  SEEN&*. 

-  MIKE  D'ANGELO,  NERVE.COM 

"IT'S  WORTH  DROPPING  WHATEVERfYOU%l§| 
DOING  TO  SEE  THIS  FILM.  IT  WILL  MAKE  YOUR  1 
PULSE  POUND  AND  YOUR  HAIR  STAND  ON  END." 

•  PETER  TRAVERS,  ROLLING  STONE 

"FIERCELY  ORIGINAL,  THRILLINGLY  CREEPY"  i  A 

-  ANITA  GATES,  NY  TIMES  ml 

SCARIER  THAN  ANY  MOVIE 
YOU  WILL  SEE  THIS  YEAR  -  OR  MAYBE  EVER." 

-  JAMES  EMANUEL  SHAPIRO,  REEL.COM 

“THE  SCARIEST  FILM  OF  THE  YEAR" 

■  GAVIN  SMITH,  FILM  COMMENT  f 


(KAIRO) 

A  KIYOSHI 
KUROSAWA  film 


magnolia 

pictures 


1 


STARTS  FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER  16 

Call  theatres  for  showtimes 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


Landmark’s  Opera  Plaza  Landmark’s  Act  I  &  I 
(415)267-4893  (510)464-5980 


SAN  JOSE 


Camera  12 
(408)  998-3300 


Jess  Cagle,  WCBS-TV/ PEOPLE  MAGAZINE 


MATTHEW 


www.theproducersmovie.com  [||f([C|[]fjS  OF 


PD-13|«hents stroholy c»utiohed~s-|  SCREENPLAY 


COLUMBIA 

PICTURES 


Some  Material  May  Be  Inappropriate  lor  Children  Under  13 

SEXUAL  HUMOR  AND  REFERENCES 
For  rating  reasons,  go  to  www.1ilmratings.com 
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-EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENT- 


NOW  PLAYING  &  CONTINUING 

Landmark  Theatres  EMBARCADERO  CENTER  CINEMA  One  Embarcadero  Center  415/267-4893 


STARTS  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  16  AT  THESE  ADDITIONAL  THEATRES 


United  Artists  STONESTOWN  TWIN 
501  Buckingham  Way  800/FANDANG0  #520 


EAST  BAY 

Berkeley,  Landmark's  California  Theatre 

Oakland,  Landmark's  Piedmont 

Pleasant  Hill,  Clnearts  Cinearts  @  Pleasant  Hill  5 


PENINSULA  Polo  Alto,  Landmark  Theatres  Palo  Alto  Aquarius 

SAN  JOSE 

Campbell,  Camera  Cinemas  Camera  7  @  The  Pruneyard 
Son  Jose,  Clnearts  Cinearts  @  Santana  Row 


MARIN 

Mill  Valley,  Cineorts  Cinearts  € 
NORTH  COUNTIES 
Santa  Rosa,  Rialto  Lakeside 


Mill  Valley  Sequoia 


Share  your  feelings  about  the  film,  the  connections  you  felt  and  how  watching  it  might  have  brought  back  memories  of  your  own  at  www.brokebackmountain.coin  1 


ft'/fi't  ftdt.  Owf f  f* ,f*  i/i  ttifil  <  /;y/,  1’V 
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ii  couia  xurn  oui  to  oe  tne  most  revolutionary  movie  of  the  year.  A  film 
in  which  love  feels  almost  as  if  it  were  being  invented.  It  is  also  a  rare 
crowd-pleaser  with  the  potential  to  change  hearts  and  minds.” 

-  owen  gleiberman,  mmmmm  ****** 

u 

★  ★★★★!  Heath  Ledger  completely  transforms  himself. 
It's  one  of  the  most  beautiful  things  in  movies  this  year.” 

-  mick  iasalle,  m  mmtm  mmm 
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BROKEBACK  MOUNTAIN 

Tfl£  ifW  FILi  DlffiClED  % 1  iCMBIf  MlifpJi  ANG  LEE  WBSMM fflf  LARRY  McMURTRY  &  DIANA  OSSANA,  ill  W  WWl  SKY  %  1  ANNIE  PROULX, 

FOCUS  FEATURES  and  RIVER  ROAD  ENTERTAINMENT  present  an  ANG  LEE  film  HEATH  LEDGER  JAKE  GYLLENHAAL“BROKEBACK  MOUNTAIN”  LINDA  CARDELLINI  ANNA  FARIS  ANNE  HATHAWAY 
MICHELLE  WILLIAMS  and  RANDY  QUAID  M!AVY  KAUFMAN,  CSa  BIMARIT  ALLEN  mSSSKATHY  NELSON  GUSTAVO  SANTAOLALLA  “GERALDINE  PERONI  DYLAN  TICHENOR  ace 

tXlCU^tV^  t -  -  -  -  ~  -  - . . -  . .  * 


®  ”  JUDY  BECKER  SKRODRIGO  PRIETO,  asc,amc  ^iSCOTT  FERGUSON  SIWILLIAM  POHLAD  LARRY  McMURTRY  MICHAEL  COSTIGAN  MICHAEL  HAUSMAN' 


—  —  :  •.ll  .V  <1.1  ttKWvi 


*«DIANA  OSSANA  JAMES  SCHAMUS'MPNIMNNIEf  ROULX  “"SURRY  McMURTRY&  DIANA  OSSANA  ANGLE 

WILLIE  NELSON,  EMMYLOU  HARRIS.  RUFUS  WAINWRIGHT,  AND  TEDDY  THOMPSON 

www.brokebackmountain.com 
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Ongoing 

From  page  72 

songs  will  be  interpreted  with  faithful,  1- 
wuz-there-at-the-beginning  passion  — 
making  for  some  genuinely  emotional 
moments.  (2:08)  1000  Van  Ness,  Century 
20,  Four  Star,  Kabuki,  Oaks.  (Eddy) 
•-Sarah  Silverman:  Jesus  Is  Magic  Is 
Sarah  Silverman  as  racist  as  she  is  thin? 
Why  do  1  like  Volvic  while  she  loves  Fiji? 
And  what  would  Margaret  Cho  make  of 
unapologetic  Jesus-killer  Silverman  and 
her  tiff  with  Guy  Aoki?  Perhaps  it  doesn’t 
matter  —  Silverman’s  new  movie  consis¬ 
tently  shoots  sharper  than  Cho’s  last  ef¬ 
fort,  partly  because  Cho  is  reeling  off 
concert  films  at  a  frightening  rate.  To  be 
sure,  Jesus  Is  Magic  owes  a  huge  mirror¬ 
gazing  debt  to  Sandra  Bernhard’s  Without 
You  I'm  Nothing,  though  its  star  may  be 
closer  to  Dory  Previn,  partly  because  her 
dance  with  a  black  audience  isn’t  so  ' 
smart.  Whatever:  There  are  plenty  of 
ROTFLMAO  moments  here.  Faves  in¬ 
clude  her  “Can  I  steal  you  for  a  minute?” 
shtick,  Holocaust  body  count  one-liner 
(and  love  of  “small”  Nazis),  and  jtist 
about  every  parody  of  piety  that  she 
launches.  One  of  the  framing  devices  that 
pushes  this  film  over  the  hour  mark  —  a 
look  at  show  biz  competition  and  vanity, 
featuring  Silverman’s  sis  —  is  funny.  The 
other  —  a  series  of  music  sequences  —  is 
not.  But  most  of  the  time,  Silverman  is 
successful  at  “getting  into  the  psycholo¬ 
gy”  of  an  audience,  making  them  laugh 
and  then  spanking  them  for  it.  (1:12)  Lu- 
rniere,  Shattuck,  Smith  Rafael.  (Huston) 
Shopgirl  (1:44)  Embarcadero,  Shattuck. 
••The  Squid  and  the  Whale  “You’d  like 
Kafka  —  one  of  my  predecessors,”  one¬ 
time  literary  prodigy  Bernard  (Jeff 
.  Daniels)  informs  eldest  son  Walt  (Jesse 
Eisenberg),  the  perfect  reflecting-mirror 
parrot  for  all  Dad’s  pretensions.  It’s  Park 
Slope,  Brooklyn,  1986.  Joan  (Laura  Lin- 
ney)  has  finally  realized  that  being 
Bernard’s  wife  —  his  third  —  is  hard 
labor  no  one  should  have  to  endure  in  a 
free  society.  Still,  their  separation  hits  16- 
year-old  Walt  and  12-year-old  Frank 
(Owen  Kline)  hard,  with  joint  custody 
splitting  loyalties  as  well  as  the  week. 
Frank  wisely  chooses  Mom  as  a  more  reli¬ 
able  port  in  a  storm,  while  Walt,  as  usual, 
seeks  shelter  ’neath  professorial  Dad’s 
enormous  ego;  both  kids  deal  with  the 
home-front  crisis  in  variably  alcoholic, 
masturbatory,  and  plagiarizing  ways. 

Noah  Baumbach  (Mr.  Jealousy)  won 
awards  for  both  writing  and  directing  at 
the  Sundance  Film  Festival  this  past  Janu¬ 
ary,  and  his  film  is  X-Acto-knife-sharply 
observed  and  acted.  Yet  one  leaves  the 
theater  as  if  leaving  a  cocktail  party  where 
dinner  was  mistakenly  expected.  The  con¬ 
versation  is  brilliant;  the  hors  d’oeuvres 
are  superb.  But  a  slightly  dazzled  inebria¬ 
tion  wears  off  too  soon,  leaving  the  view¬ 
er  sober  and  unsated.  (1:28)  Lumiere, 
Shattuck,  Smith  Rafael.  (Harvey) 

•“Syriana  Inspired  by  Robert  Baer’s  See 
No  Evil:  The  True  Story  of  a  Ground  Sol¬ 
dier  in  the  CIA’s  War  on  Terrorism,  Syri- 
ana  is  a  genuinely  political  thriller.  It’s  an 
elaborate  fiction  very  much  in  the  mode 
of  Traffic,  writer-director  Stephen 
Gaghan’s  last  screenplay,  but  better,  with 
a  more  self-effacing  directorial  style  and 
less  distracting  star  personalities.  A 
paunched-out,  credibly  weary  George 
Clooney  plays  CIA  agent  Bob,  who  facili¬ 
tates  speedy  deaths  for  inconven»nt  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  oil-rich  Near  East.  His  prom¬ 
ised  final  assignment  before  desk-job  re¬ 
tirement  is  to  eliminate  Prince  Nasir 
(Alexander  Siddig),  an  emir’s  idealistic 
heir  apparent  who  dares  to  give  new 
drilling  rights  to  the  highest  bidder  —  a 
Chinese  concern  —  ra  her  than  to  a  Texas 
conglomerate.  Meanwhile,  Washington, 
DC,  attorney  Bennett  Holiday  (Jeffrey 

'  ©  i  #-*■  *  #  *  *  a  *  *  *  9  * 


Wright)  is  expected  to  provide  the  Justice 
Department  with  enough  evidence  of 
corruption  to  punish  the  Texas  corpora¬ 
tion  for  some  past  dealings  —  but  not 
enough  to  disrupt  business  as  usual. 
American  energy  analyst  Bryan  Wood¬ 
man  (Matt  Damon)  becomes  a  close  ally 
of  the  prince  after  a  tragic  accident  push¬ 
es  them  together.  And  way  down  the  eco¬ 
nomic  totem  pole,  abruptly  fired  young 
energy-field  grunt  workers  Wasim 
(Mazhar  Munir)  and  Farooq  (Sonnell 
Dadral)  find  moral  enlightenment  and 
some  dangerous  ideological  zeal  under  a 
fundamentalist  recruiter’s  wing.  Apart 
from  an  occasional  overblown  speech, 
Syriana  is  engrossing,  intelligent,  well 
acted,  and  relevant  enough  to  be  the 
thinking  lefty’s  movie  of  choice  this  holi¬ 
day  season.  (2:06)  1000  Van  Ness,  Century 
20,  Empire,  Grand  Lake,  Kabuki,  Orinda, 
Presidio,  Shattuck.  (Harvey) 

Three  of  Hearts  (1:37)  Castro. 

A  Touch  of  Spice  (1:48)  Smith  Rafael. 
Ushpizin  (1:30)  Shattuck. 

•■Walk  the  Line  It’s  worth  mentioning 
right  up  front  that  Walk  the  Line  doesn’t 
really  shake  up  the  template  set  down  by 
Ray,  the  recent  Elvis  miniseries,  and  any 
number  of  other  true  musical  tales:  Start 
with  a  significant  childhood  event 


(preferably  traumatic)  to  set  the  tone, 
then  let  that  sucker  echo  throughout  the 
performer’s  life.  Coscripted  by  director 
James  Mangold  (Girl,  Interrupted)  and 
Gill  Dennis  and  based  on  two  Cash  auto¬ 
biographies,  Walk  the  Line  leans  a  bit 
heavily  on  Cash’s  guilt  ’n’  grief  complex. 

It  also  relies  on  lurching  transitions  that 
map  Cash’s  creativity  in  the  most  literal 
way  possible.  There’s  no  doubting  Man¬ 
gold’s  reverence  for  Cash  —  though,  seri¬ 
ously,  everyone  loves  Johnny  Cash  —  but 
thankfully  the  filmmaker  is,  at  times,  able 
to  nudge  past  hero  worship  and  point  out 
that  the  man  had  some  gnarly  flaws. 
Cash’s  legend,  especially  when  packed 
into  the  biopic  mold,  may  be  a  familiar 
one,  but  Walk  the  Line  still  springs  a  few 
surprises.  The  lead  actdrs  are  outstand¬ 
ing;  both  Joaquin  Phoenix  and  Reese 
Witherspoon  do  their  own  singing  and 
strumming.  With  shiny  black  pompadour 
lacquered  into  place,  natural  born  brood¬ 
er  Phoenix  eerily  mimics  Cash’s  wounded 
snarl  and  gravelly  voice,  while  Wither¬ 
spoon  —  Walk  the  Line's  stealth  weapon 
—  turns  in  a  thoughtful,  passionate  per¬ 
formance.  (2:16)  1000  Van  Ness,  Century 
20,  Century  Plaza,  Four  Star,  Kabuki,  Pre¬ 
sidio.  (Eddy) 

Yours,  Mine,  and  Ours  (1:30)  Century  20, 
Century  Plaza. 


“SARAH  SILVERMAN  IS  THE  MOST 
OUTRAGEOUSLY  FUNNY  WOMAN  ALIVE." 


Peter  Ttaverc.  ROLLING  STONE 


— .  .  WATCH  THE  UNRATED  TRAILER  AT 

®W1*.  WWWJESUSISMAGICmEMOVIE.COM  'E? 


EXCLUSIVE  SAN  FRANCISCO  ENGAGEMENT 

NOW  PLAYING 

t  Polk  -  (415)  267-4893  CHECK  DIRECTORY  OR  CALL  THEATRE  FOR  SHOWTIMES 


LUA/IIERE 


ALSO  PLAYING:  Berkeley,  LANDMARK'S  SHATTUCK  San  Ralael,  RAFAEL  FILM  CENTER  Santa  Rosa.  RIALTO  LAKESIDE 


STAND  UP  &  CHEER  FOR  THE  HOLIDAY 
SEASON  S  FEEL-GREAT  MOVIE! 


..  Q^vyiiflr 

DELIRIOUSLY  CHARMING!” 
ENORMOUSLY  ENTERTAINING. 

Roger  Ebert.  EBERT  &  ROEPER 


★  ★★★!  BEWITCHES 
COMPLETELY! 


Keira  K  nightley  at  - tw 

PRIDECfcREJUDICE 


NiiKttvrnr  MxCkiwn  tanvu  JMrtbgn  DoimU  Sutherland  Rtntniund  P»L 
Jem  Makinc  Tom  Homncer  IVmJope  Wilton  «vi  Judi  I>:nch 


»  www.prideandprejudicemovie.net  wwo*. <t:z focus ra* .res u.c a: *chts reserved  features 

From  the  producers  of  BRIDGET  JONES'S  DIARY  and  LOVE  ACTUALLY 


EAST  BAY 

Antioch,  Reflol  Cinemas  Deer  VolleY  Stadium  1 6 

Berkeley,  Landmark's  Shaltuck  Clnemos 

Dublin.  Regol  Cinemas  Hoclendo  Crossings  20  &  IMAX 

Emeryville,  AMC  Bay  Street  1 6 

Nework.  Century  Cmedome  7 

Ooklond,  Landmark's  Piedmont 

Pleasant  Hill,  Clnearts  Clnearts  @  Pleasonl  Hill  5 

Richmond,  Centuty  Century  1 6  Hilltop 

Son  Leandro,  Century  Boyiolr  Moll  16 

Son  Romon.  Regal  Cinemas  Crow  Conyon  Stodium  6 

Union  City,  Century  Union  City  25 

Wolnut  Creek.  Century  Downtown  Wolnut  Creek  1 4 

PENINSULA 

Butlinaome,  Century  Theatres  CineArts  ©  Hyatt 
Min  view,  Century  Theotres  Century  Clnemos  16 
Redwood  City,  Century  Theatres  Century  Park  1 2 
Son  Moleo,  Century  Theotres  Century  1 2  Downtown 
So  Son  Ftonclsco,  Century  Theatres  Century  Plozo  to 
SAN  JOSE 

Campbell,  Comera  Clnemos  Comoro  7  ©  The  Pruneyord 


Milpitas,  Conluiy  Theotres  Century  20  Great  Moll 
Mtn.  View,  Century  theatres  Century  Clnemo  16 
Son  Jose.  Centuty  Theotres  Century  Copltol  16 
Son  Jose,  AMC  Sorotogo  14 
Son  Jose,  Century  Theotres  Century  10  Berryesso 


San  Jose,  Century  Theotres  Century  20  Ookrldge 
Son  Jose.  Camera  Clnemos  Comoro  12  Clnemo 
San  Jose.  Clneorts  Clnearts  ©  Santono  Row 
Son  Jose.  AMC  Eostndge  Moll  1 5 

MARIN 

Foirtax.  Folrfax  Theoler 
Larkspur.  Century  Theotres  Larkspur  Landing 
Novoto,  Century  Theotres  Rowlond  Ploza 
San  Ratoel,  Century  Theotres  Regency 
Sousollto,  Clneorts  Clneorts  ©  Morin 
NORTH  COUNTIES 

Fairfield.  Edwords  Fairfield  Stodium  1 6 
Nopo,  Century  Century  Clnedomo  8 
Petolumo.  Clnemo  West  Boulevord  Clnemos 
Rohnert  Pork.  Pacific  Theotres  Rohnert  Park  16 
Sonto  Roso.  Airport  Clnemo 
Sonlo  Roso.  Rialto  Lakeside 
Sebasiopol,  Sebastopol  Clnemo  9 
Sonomo,  Sobostlonl 
Vocovtlle,  Brenden  16 
Vallejo.  Century  14  Vallojo 


Rep  picks 

•-Metal  Storm:  The  Scandinavian  Black 
Metal  Wars  Scandinavia’s  infamous 
black  metal  world,  memorably  chroni¬ 
cled  in  the  1998  book  Lords  of  Chaos, 
gets  the  documentary  treatment  in 
Metal  Storm:  The  Scandinavian  Black  , 
Metal  Wars.  Technically  speaking,  Metal 
Storm  is  unpolished;  it  stitches  together 
a  Norwegian  doc,  Satan  Rides  the 
Media,  with  background  info  and  nar¬ 
ration  provided  by  Kier-la  Janisse 
(founder  of  Vancouver,  BC’s,  Cine- 
Muerte  Film  Festival).  Some  of  the 
footage  is  quite  rough;  most  of  the  live 
performances  and  music  videos  look 
like  third-generation  copies.  Still, 
there’s  no  way  a  film  about  this  real-life 
Satanic  soap  opera  could  be  anything 
but  fascinating.  After  a  quick  history 
lesson,  Metal  Storm  jumps  ahead  to  the 
early  1990s,  when  bands  like  Dark- 
throne  and  Mayhem  dominated.  No¬ 
body  could  accuse  these  guys  of  not 


walking  the  talk;  aside  from  producing 
growly,  angry  music,  many  wore 
“corpsepaint”  (think  KISS,  but  scarier) 
and  participated  in  church  burnings, 
outraging  the  public  and  inflaming  the 
press.  The  frenzy  exploded  when  a 
prominent  member  of  the  scene,  Varg 
Vikernes,  was  charged  with  murdering 
Mayhem  guitarist  Euronymous.  Already 
notorious  for  his  arson  exploits,  the 
charismatic  Vikernes  (name-checked  in 
screaming  headlines  as  “the  Count,”  his 
self-given  moniker)  soon  became  a 
media  superstar.  Cited  as  the  film’s  text 
source,  the  far  more  detailed  Lords  of 
Chaos  remains  the  definitive  document 
of  this  strange  saga.  Still,  Metal  Storm's 
juicier  moments  —  including  jailhouse 
interviews  with  Vikernes,  still  blas6 
about  his  crimes  —  offer  the  best  kind 
of  supplemental  material.  (1:20)  Yerba 
Buena  Center  for  the  Arts.  (Eddy) 

Santa  Claus  Conquers  the  Martians  See  8 
Days  a  Week,  page  48.  (1:21)  Brainwash 
Cafi. 


GUARDIAN 


LANDMARK 
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AND  OpanMiadMosic.com  . 


INVITE  YOU  AND  A  GUEST  TO  ENTER 
FOR  A  CHANCE  TO  WIN  A  FREE  PASS  TO  SEE 


Through  the  stories,  passions  and  artistry  of  the  musicians  of  the  world-class 
Philadelphia  Orchestra,  this  extraordinary  documentary  explores  the  intersec¬ 
tion  of  art  and  life,  revealing  the  magic  and  mystery  of  music  itself.  Includes  per¬ 
formances  of  well-loved  musical  works — including  classical,  jazz,  bluegrass,  salsa 
and  world  music;  interwoven  with  the  musicians’  individual  stories. 

SCREENING  TONIGHT,  12/14 

with  director  Daniel  Anker  in  person! 

We  want  you  find  out  about  MUSIC  FROM  THE  INSIDE  OUT,  but  you’ve  gotta  get 
to  the  Bay  Guardian  Building  (135  Mississippi  at  17th  St.)  STARTING  AT  NOON 
TODAY,  WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  14  AND  ENDING  AT  5PM  to  pick  up 
a  screening  pass  good  for  two  people  (while  supplies  last;  no  purchase  necessary; 
one  pass  per  person.) 

While  you’re  there,  sign  up  for  our  e-mail  list  to  find  out  about  future  events  and  giveaways,  and 
you’ll  also  be  entered  to  win  a  gift  certificate  to  Open  Mind  Music  (342  Divisadero  at  Page), 
an  independent  record  store  whose  staff  members  possess  a  wealth  of  knowledge! 


OPERA  PLAZA 

(■<415)  267-4893 


STARTS  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  30 

For  showtimes  and  to  buy  tickets  visit  www.LandmarkTheatres.com 
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GOLDEN  GLOBF  NOMINATIONS 


-INCLUDING- 


estActresSd-Ziyi  Zhang 


i 


TIME 

RICHARD  CORLISS 


MARSHALL 
HAS 
MADE  AN 
EMOTIONALLY 
SUMPTUOUS 
LOVE  STORY. 
'GEISHA'  IS 
A  GEISHA: 
A  VIBRANT 
WORK  OF  ART 
THAT  ENTERTAINS 
US  FOR  A  FEW 
HOURS.  THEN 
DISAPPEARS 
INTO  THE  NIGHT, 
TAKING  OUR 
BEGUILED  HEARTS 
WITH  IT.' 


“★★★★ 

ONE  OF  THE  YEAR'S  BEST  FILMS.  AN 
OSCAR-WORTHY  EFFORT,  BRILLIANTLY 
DIRECTED  BY  ROB  MARSHALL" 

Steve  Oldfield,  FOX 


MEMOIRS  OF  A 

GEISHA 


anAMBLIN  ENTERTAINMENT/DOUGLAS  WICK  4  LUCY  FISH  mucin 


EXCLUSIVE  SAN  FRANCISCO  ENGAGEMENT 
NOW  PLAYING 

LOEWS  THEATRES  METREON  Sony,  No  Passes  Accepted  For  This  Engagement. 

_  ....  .  For  Additional  Information,  Call  Theater  Or  Check  Directory. 

Fourth/Mission  800-FANDANGO  #705  seezesa 

STARTS  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  16  AT  A  SELECT  THEATER  NEAR  YOU 


ATTENTION  AMPAS,  DGA  and  WGA  MEMBERS:  YOUR  CARD  WILL  ADMIT  YOU  AND  A  GUEST  TO  ANY  PERFORMANCE  (subject  to  seating  availability). 


www.sfbg.com  •  December  14, 2005  •  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian 


Schedules  are  for  Wed/14  through 
Tues/20  except  where  noted.  Double  fea¬ 
tures  are  marked  with  a  •.  Director  and 
year  are  given  when  available.  All  times 
are  p.m.  unless  otherwise  specified. 


ARTISTS’  TELEVISION  ACCESS  992  Va¬ 
lencia,  SF;  (415)  824-3890,  www.atasite 
.org.  “The  Work  of  Art  in  the  Age  of 
Digital  Reproduction:  ATA’s  2005 
Fundraiser  Blowout  Party,”  Fri,  7  ($10- 
50).  Other  Cinema:  “New  Experimental 
Works”  Sat,  8:30  ($5). 


BALBOA  3630  Balboa,  SF;  (415)  221-  - 
8184,  www.balboamovies.com.  $6-8.50. 
“Samurai!”:  Bandits  vs.  Samurai 
Squadron  (Gosha,  1978)  Wed,  3:25, 

8:15;  Zatoichi  the  Fugitive  (Tanaka, 
1963)  Wed,  1:40,  6:30;  Samurai  Rebel¬ 
lion  (Kobayashi,  1967)  Thurs-Fri,  12:10, 
4:40,  9:10;  Yojimbo  (Kurosawa,  1961) 
Thurs-Fri,  2:30,  7;  Seven  Samurai  ’** 
(Kurosawa,  1954)  Sat-Sun,  12:10,  4:05,  8; 
Sword  of  Doom  (Gosha,  1978)  Mon- 
Tues,  12:30, 4:45, 9;  Sanjuro  (Kurosawa, 
1962)  Mon-Tues,  2:50, 7:05. 


BENCH  AND  BAR  21 1 1  Franklin,  Oakl; 
www.clubrimshot.com/gpage2.html.  $5. 
The  DL  Chronicles  Sat ,  5:30. 


BRAINWASH  1 122  Folsom,  SF;  (415)  255- 
4866,  www.brainwash.com/ 
calendar.html.  Free.  Santa  Claus  Con¬ 
quers  the  Martians  (Webster,  1964)  Sun, 
7.  With  live  soundtrack  performed  by 
the  Ahl-i  Nafs. 


CASTRO  429  Castro,  SF;  (415)  621-6120, 
www.castrotheatre.com.  $5.50-8.50.  In 
Cold  Blood  (Brooks,  1967)  Dec  17-23,  call 
for  times. 

CHRISTOPHER  B.  SMITH  RAFAEL  FILM 
CENTER  1118  Fourth  St,  San  Rafael;  (415) 


See  more  evil:  Crowd-pleasing  doc  Metal  Storm:  The  Scandinavian  Black  Metal  Wars 
returns  to  the  Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts. 


RED  VIC  1727  Haight,  SF;  (415)  668-3994.  $4-7.  Serenity  (Whedon,2005) 


454-1222,  www.cafilm.org.  $5.50-9.  The 
Dying  Gaul  (Lucas,  2005)  call  for  times. 

Naked  in  Ashes  (Fouce,  2005 )call  for  times.  Sarah  Silverman:  Jesus  Is 
Magic  (Lynch,  2005)  call  for  times.  The  Squid  and  the  Whale  (Baumbach, 
2005)  call  for  times.  A  Touch  of  Spice  (Boulmetis,  2003 )call  for  times. 

CINEMA  HEAVEN  ENCORE  Curry  House,  1040  Columbus,  SF;  belle_dia- 
mond@hotmail.com.  Free.  Cinema  Heaven  Encore  presents  classic  Amer¬ 
ican  and  foreign  films  (from  1932  to  ’85)  Thurs,  7;  e-mail  for  film  title  and 
toRSVP. 

DARK  ROOM  THEATRE  2263  Mission,  SF;  (415)  401-7987,  www.darkroomsf 
.com.  $5.  “Bad  Movie  Night”:  It’s  A  Wonderful  Life  (Capra,  1946)  Sun,  8. 

ODDBALL  FILM  AND  VIDEO  275  Capp,  SF;  (415)  558-81 12,  info@oddball- 
film.com  (RSVP  requested).  $10.  “Smut  Shop  Cinema:  The  Subject  Is 
Sex”  short  films  Fri,  8. 

PFA  2575  Bancroft,  Berk;  (510)  642-5249,  www.bampfa.berkeley.edu.  $4- 
8.  “The  Battles  of  Sam  Peckinpah":  Pat  Garrett  and  Billy  the  Kid  (1973) 
Wed,  7:30;  Cross  of  Iron  (1977)  Fri,  7;  The  Osterman  Weekend  ( 1983)  Fri, 
9:30.  “Marcel  Pagnol’s  Provence”:  Letters  from  My  Windmill  ( 1955) 

Thurs,  7:30;  Marius  ( 1931 )  Sat,  6;  Fanny  (1932)  Sat,  8:20  and  Sun,  3; 

Cesar  (1936)  Sun,  5:30.  No  PFA  programs  DecrI9-Jan  11. 


Wed-Thurs,  7,  9:30  (also  Wed,  2).  The  Aristocrats  (Provenza,  2005)  Fri- 
Sat,  7:15,  9:15  (also  Sat,  2,  4).  I  Am  Cuba  (Kalazov,  1964)  Sun-Mon,  8 
(also  Sun,  2, 5).  Down  By  Law  ( Jarmusch,  1986)  Dec  20-21,  7:15, 9:30 
(also  Dec  21, 2). 

ROXIE  31 17  and  3125  16th  St,  SF;  (415)  863-1087.  $4-8.  The  Aristocrats 
(Provenza,2005)  call  for  times.  New  York  Doll  (Whiteley,  2005)call  for 
times.  Aristide  and  the  Endless  Revolution  (Rossier,  2005)  Wed-Thurs, 
6:15, 8,  9:45  (also  Wed,  2, 4:30).  Down  to  the  Bone  (Granik,  2004)  Dec 
16-22,  7, 9  (also  Wed,  Sat-Sun,  2, 4:30). 

SAN  FRANCISCO  CINEMATHEQUE  Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts,  701 
Mission,  SF;  (415)  978- ARTS,  www.sfcinematheque.org.  $5-8.  El  Perro 
Negro:  Stories  of  the  Spanish  Civil  War  (Forgoes,  2005)  Sun,  7:30.  Intro¬ 
duced  by  film  scholar  Bill  Nichols. 

YERBA  BUENA  CENTER  FOR  THE  ARTS  701  Mission,  SF;  (415)  978-2787, 
www.ybca.org.  $5-8.  California  Newsreel  presents:  Tableau  Ferraille 
(Absa,  1997)  Wed,  7:30.  Metal  Storm:  The  Scandinavian  Black  Metal 
Wars  (Janisse,  2000-2005)  Thurs,  7, 8:45.  ❖ 


“GOING  SHOPPING  IS  THE  PERFECT  DATE  MOVIE, 
A  GREAT  MOVIE  TO  TAKE  YOUR  MOTHER,  WIFE, 
GIRLFRIEND  OR  BETTER  HALF  TO!” 

Tim  Sika,  Celluloid  Dreams,  KSJS  RADIO 


“FUNNY  AND  MOVING-IT  HAS  THE  BREEZY 
SOPHISTICATED  ASSURANCE  OF  WOODY  ALLEN’S 
TOP  ROMANTIC  COMEDIES!” 

David  Lamble,  BAY  AREA  REPORTER 


“JAGLOM  HITS  THE  MARK  REPEATEDLY  WITH 
GOING  SHOPPING.  IT’S  AN  EYE-OPENER!” 

BarTy  Caine,  OAKLAND  TRIBUNE 


<§OifT@SHopPi^® 


A  FILM  BY  HENRY  JAGLOM 


www.goingshopping-themovie.com 
therainbowfilmco@aol.com  . 


OPERA  PLAZA 

Van  Ness  at  Golden  Gate  •  (415)  267-4893 


EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENT  NOW  PLAYING 

For  showtimes  or  to,  buy  tickets  visit 
www.LandmarkTheatres.com 


^  PUNK,  GARAGE,  ^1 
S0UL.fi  ROCK  EVERY 


NR 

DRINKING  PLEAS 

15  BOARDMAK  PLACE,  SF 

WWW.HNNIESCOCKTAILS.COM 

^415.703.0865^ 


filmmovie  clock 


The  odd  couple:  Max  Bialystock  (Nathan  Lane)  and  Leo  Bloom  (Matthew  Broderick)  find  unexpected  success  in  The  Producers. 


‘The  Producers’ 

Two  for  the  money 

It's  called  a  moviecal,  a  movie  based  on  a  Broadway  musi¬ 
cal  that  was  itself  based  on  a  movie.  Sure,  the  concept  is  a 
skosh  crass  and  cannibalistic,  but  Mel  Brooks’s  bizarre,  hi¬ 
lariously  funny  1 968  film  couldn't  have  been  better  suited 
for  the  makeover  —  it’s  now  a  movie  based  on  a  musical 
based  on  a  movie  about  a  musical.  Reprising  their  stage 
roles  as  Max  Bialystock  and  Leo  Bloom,  schemers  bent  on 
bilking  little  old  ladies  by  mounting  the  worst  stage  produc¬ 
tion  of  all  time,  Nathan  Lane  and  Matthew  Broderick  have 


honed  their  shtick  so  well  after  so  many  live  performances, 
you  half  expect  theaters  screening  the  film  to  go  dark  on 
Mondays  so  they  can  have  a  day  off.  Some  of  the  songs  may 
be  a  little  lackluster  (although  the  Fiihrer’s  big  number  in 
Springtime  for  Hitler,  “Heil  Myself,”  is  a  standout),  but  this  is 
about  comic  timing,  not  show  tunes.  Originally  a  sharp-wit¬ 
ted  burlesque  of  spaced-out  hippies,  pigeon-cuddling  Nazis, 
and  spats-sporting  vaudevillians,  The  Producers  is  now  a 
tongue-in-cheek  nostalgia  piece.  But,  thankfully,  it’s  one 
with  enough  sense  to  ratchet  up  the  fakeness  and  frivolity 
as  far  as  it  will  go.  Let’s  face  it,  Will  Ferrell  as  a  nutso  Third 
Reich  dandy  in  lederhosen  may  be  wunderbar,  but  it's  hardly 
the  stuff  of  WW II  docs.  (Michelle  Devereaux) 


Showtimes  are  for  Wed/14  through  Tues/20 

except  inhere  otherwise  noted.  Double  features 
are  marked  with  a  *.  See  Rep  Clock,  page  76, 
for  information  on  rep  houses  and  special  film 
programs.  All  times  arep.m.  unless  otherwise 
specified. 

San  Francisco 

1000  VAN  NESS  1000  Van  Ness.  931-9800. 
Aeon  Flux  (starts  Fri),  Chicken  Little,  De¬ 
railed,  Harry  Potter  and  the  Goblet  of  Fire, 
The  Ice  Harvest,  In  the  Mix,  Jarhead,  Kiss 
Kiss  Bang  Bang,  Just  Friends,  Prime  (Wed- 
Thurs),  Rent,  Saw  II  (Wed-Thurs),  Walk  the 
Line;  Yours,  Mine  and  Ours;  Zathura  ( Wed- 
Thurs). 

BALBOA  38th  Ave/Balboa.  221-8184,  www 
.balboamovies.com.  Seven  Samurai  Sat-Sun, 
12:10, 4:05, 8.  •  Ballet  Russes  Wed-Thurs, 
2:35, 6:30;  and  Ushpizin  Wed-Thurs,  12:50, 
4:45, 8:40.  •  Bandits  vs.  Samurai  Squadron 
j  Wed,  3:25, 8:15;  and  Zatoichi  the  Fugitive  #4 
Wed,  1:40, 6:30.  •  Samurai  Rebellion  Thurs- 
Fri,  12:10, 4:40, 9: 10;  and  Yojimbo  Thurs-Fri, 
2:30,  7.  •  Sword  of  Doom  Mon-Tues,  12:30, 
4:45, 9;  and  Sanjuro  Mon-Tues,  2:50, 7:05. 

BRIDGE  Geary/Blake.  267-4893, 777-FILM, 
#025.  Pride  and  Prejudice  1,4,7, 9:45. 

CENTURY  20  Junipero  Serra  at  John  Daly 
Blvd,  Daly  City.  (650)  994-7469.  Aeon  Flux, 

I  Chicken  Little,  Chronicles  of  Narnia,  De¬ 
railed  (Wed-Thurs),  The  Family  Stone  (starts 
Fri),  Get  Rich  or  Die  Tryin’  (Wed-Thurs), 
Harry  Potter  and  the  Goblet  of  Fire,  In  the 
Mix  (Wed-Thurs),  Jarhead  (Wed-Thurs), 

Just  Friends,  Kiss  Kiss  Bang  Bang,  Pride  and 
Prejudice,  Rent,  Saw  II  (Wed-Thurs),  Syri- 
ana,  Walk  the  Line,  Wallace  and  Gromit:  The 
Curse  of  the  Were-Rabbit  (Wed-Thurs), 
Yours,  Mine  and  Ours;  Zathura. 

CENTURY  PLAZA  South  San  Francisco,  Noor 


off  El  Camino.  (650)  742-9200.  Aeon  Flux, 
Chicken  Little  (Wed-Thurs),  Chronicles  of 
Narnia,  The  Family  Stone  (starts  Fri),  First 
Descent  (Wed-Thurs),  Harry  Potter  and  the 
Goblet  of  Fire,  Just  Friends  (Wed-Thurs), 
King  Kong  (starts  Wed),  Pride  and  Prejudice 
(Wed-Thurs),  Walk  the  Line;  Yours,  Mine  and 
Ours. 

CLAY  Fillmore/Clay.  267-4893, 777-FILM, 
#096.  Capote  4:15, 7, 9:40  (also  Fri-Sun,  1:30). 

EMBARCADER0  CENTER  CINEMA  l  Embar- 
cadero  Center,  promenade  level.  267-4893, 
777-FILM,  #154.  Brokeback  Mountain  noon, 

1 , 2, 3, 4, 5:30, 7, 7:30, 8:30, 10, 10:30  (also 
Wed-Thurs,  4:30).  Good  Night,  and  Good 
Luck  12:10, 2:20, 4:40, 7:15, 9:30.  Shopgirl 
1:30, 4:30, 7:20, 9:50. 

EMPIRE  West  Portal/Vicente.  661-2539. 
Capote,  Pride  and  Prejudice,  Syriana. 

FOUR  STAR  Clement/23rd  Ave.  666-3488.  Call 
for  Fri-Tues  shows  and  times.  Harry  Potter 
and  the  Goblet  of  Fire  Wed-Thurs,  2, 5, 8.  A 
History  of  Violence  Fri-Tues,  call  for  times. 
Rent  Fri-Tues,  call  for  times.  Walk  the  Line 
Wed-Thurs,  1:40, 5:15,7:55. 

GALAXY  Sutter/Van  Ness.  474-2835.  Call  for 
Fri-Tues  shows  and  times.  Bee  Season  Wed- 
Thurs,  1, 4, 7, 9:40.  The  Constant  Gardener 
Wed-Thurs,  12:45, 3:40, 6:45, 9:40.  A  History 
of  Violence  Wed-Thurs,  3:40, 9:50.  Kiss  Kiss 
Bang  Bang  Wed-Thurs,  1 , 4, 7, 9:50.  Prime 
Wed-Thurs,  12:45, 7. 

KABUKI  8  Post/Fillmore.  931-9800.  Aeon  Flux, 
Chicken  Little,  Chronicles  of  Narnia  (starts 
Fri),  Derailed,  Harry  Potter  and  the  Goblet  of 
Fire,  The  Ice  Harvest  (starts  Fri),  Jarhead, 

Just  Friends  (starts  Fri),  Rent,  Syriana  (starts 
Fri),  Walk  the  Line;  Yours,  Mine  and  Ours 
(Wed-Thurs),  Zathura  (Wed-Thurs).  ~~ 

LUMIERE  California/Polk.  267-4893, 777- 
FILM,  #097.  One . . .  the  Movie  Fri-Tues,  5: 1 5, 


7:15, 9:35.  Sarah  Silverman:  Jesus  Is  Magic 
5:30, 7:30, 9:25  (also  Fri-Sun,  1:45, 3:30).  The 
Squid  and  the  Whale  5, 7, 9:15  (also  Fri-Sun, 
1:30, 3:45). 

METRE0N  Fourth  St/Mission.  1 -800-FAN- 
DAN GO  #705.  Call  for  shows  and  times. 

METRO  Union/Webster.  931-1685.  Call  for 
Fri-Tues  shows  and  times.  Rent  Wed-Thurs, 
1,4, 7,10. 

OPERA  PLAZA  Van  Ness/Golden  Gate.  267- 
4893, 777-FILM,  #028. 39  Pounds  of  Love 
Wed-Thurs,  2, 4:30, 7:15, 9:40.  Ballets  Russes 
Fri-Tues,  1: 15, 4, 6:45, 9:20.  The  Dying  Gaul 
Wed-Thurs,  1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 9:40;  Fri-Tues, 

2, 4:45, 7:30, 9:50.  Going  Shopping  Wed- 
Thurs,  1 :30,  4: 1 5,  7,  9:30;  Fri-Tues,  1 :45, 4:30, 
7:15, 9:40.  Naked  in  Ashes  Wed-Thurs,  1:15, 
6:45.  The  Passenger  Wed-Thurs,  4, 9:10. 
Pulse  (starts  Fri)  1:30, 4:15, 7, 9:30. 

PRESIDIO  2340  Chestnut.  776-2388.  Call  for 
Fri-Tues  shows  and  times.  The  Family  Stone 
(starts  Fri)  Call  for  times.  The  Ice  Harvest 
Wed-Thurs,  2:10, 5, 7:30, 9:30.  Syriana  Wed- 
Thurs,  2, 4:40, 7:20,  10.  Prime  Wed-Thurs, 
1:50, 4:30, 6:50, 9:10.  Walk  the  Line  Wed- 
Thurs,  1:45, 4:25,7:05, 9:45. 

ST0NEST0WN  19th  Ave/Winston.  221-8182. 
Call  for  Fri-Tues  shows  and  times.  Good 
Night,  and  Good  Luck  Wed-Thurs,  1:15, 

3:45, 7:15, 9:30.  Sarah  Silverman:  Jesus  Is 
Magic  Wed-Thurs,  1 :30, 3:30, 7: 1 5, 9:30. 

VOGUE  Sacramento/Presidio.  221-8183. . 
Harry  Potter  and  the  Goblet  of  Fire  Wed- 
Thurs,  1 1:45a,  3, 6:30, 9:50. 

Oakland 

GRAND  LAKE  3200  Grand,  OakL  (510)  452- 
3556.  Chronicles  of  Narnia  1 1:30a,  3, 6:30, 
9:30.  Harry  Potter  and  the  Goblet  of  Fire 
1 1:40a,  2:45, 6, 9:15.  King  Kong  (starts  Wed) 


noon,  4,  8.  Syriana  12:30, 3:30,  7,  9:45.  Walk 
the  Line  Wed-Thurs,  12:15,3:45,7:15,  10. 

JACK  LONDON  STADIUM  100  Washington, 
Jack  London  Square,  Oakl.  (510)  433-1320. 
Call  for  Fri-Tues  shows  and  times.  Aeon  Flux 
Wed-Thurs,  12:15,  2:45,  5:15,  7:45,  10:20. 
Chicken  Little  Wed-Thurs,  12:45,  3,  5:10. 
Chronicles  of  Narnia  Wed-Thurs,  1 1 :30a, 
1:10,  2:40,4:10,5:45,7:10,9,  10:10.  Harry 
Potter  and  the  Goblet  of  Fire  Wed-Thurs, 
noon,  3:30, 7,  10:15.  In  the  Mix  Wed-Thurs, 
7:45,  10.  Just  Friends  Wed-Thurs,  noon, 

2:30, 5,  7:20, 9:40.  Rent  Wed-Thurs,  1:10, 
4:45, 7:40, 10:30.  Walk  the  Line  Wed-Thurs, 
12:40, 4, 7:30, 10:30.  Yours,  Mine  and  Ours 
Wed-Thurs,  12:30, 2:45, 5, 7:15, 9:30. 

PARKWAY  1834  Park,  Oakl.  (510)  814-2400. 
The  Blues  Brothers  Tues,  9:15.  Flightplan 
Wed,  9:45;  Thurs,  6:30.  Good  Night,  and 
Good  Luck  Fri-Sat,  Mon,  7;  Sun,  6;  Tues, 

6:30  (also  Sat,  3:30).  The  Ice  Harvest  Wed- 
Thurs,  7;  Fri-Sat,  Mon,  9:45.  Jarhead  Wed, 
6:30.  Kiss  Kiss  Bang  Bang  Wed,  Fri-Sat, 

Mon,  9:15;  Thurs,  9:45;  Sun,  8:45;  Tues,  9:45. 
The  Nightmare  Before  Christmas  Thurs, 
9:15.  Rent  Fri,  Mon,  6:30;  Sat,  6;  Tues,  7  (also 
Sat,  3).  Rocky  Horror  Picture  Show  Sat, 
midnight.  Walmart:  The  High  Price  of  Low 
Cost  Sufi,  2, 5. 

PIEDMONT  Piedmont/41st  St,  Oakl.  (510) 
843-3456, 777-FILM,  #020.  Brokeback 
Mountain  Fri-Tues,  1 1:30a,  1, 2:30,  4, 5:30 
(no  show  Fri-Tues),  7, 8:30,  10.  Capote  Wed- 
Thurs,  4:15, 7, 9:40.  Good  Night,  and  Good 
Luck  Wed-Thurs,  4:30, 7: 1 5, 9:20.  Pride  and 
Prejudice  Wed-Thurs,  4, 6:45, 9:30;  Fri-Tues, 
12:45,3:45, 6:45,9:30. 

Berkeley  area 

ACT  I  AND  II  Center/Shattuck,  Berk.  (510) 
843-3456, 777-FILM,  #012.  39  Pounds  of 
Love  Wed-Thurs,  7: 15,9:1 5.  One ...  the 
Movie  Wed-Thurs,  7, 9;  Fri-Tues,  7: 1 5, 9: 1 5 
(also  Sat-Sun,  2:15,  4:45).  Pulse  (starts  Fri)  7, 
9:30  (also  Sat-Sun,  2, 4:30). 

ALBANY  1115  Solano,  Albany.  (510)  843- 
3456,  777-FILM,  #01 3.  Ballet  Russes  4,6:45, 
9:25  (also  Fri-Sun,  1:30).  Good  Night,  and 
Good  Luck  4:30, 7:15, 9:35  (also  Fri-Sun,  2). 

AMC  BAY  STREET  16  5614  Shellmound, 
Emeryville.  (510)  457-4262.  Call  for  shows 
and  times. 

CALIFORNIA  Kittredge/Shattuck,  Berk. 

(510)  843-3456,  777-FILM,  #015.  Broke¬ 
back  Mountain  Fri-Tues,  noon,  1, 2,  3, 4, 
5:30,  7,  7:30,  8:30,  10,  10:30.  Kiss  Kiss 
Bang  Bang  Wed-Thurs,  4:45,  7:15,  9:35. 
Sarah  Silverman:  Jesus  Is  Magic  Wed- 
Thurs,  4:10,  5:45,  7:30,  9:15.  Wallace  and 
Gromit:  The  Curse  of  the  Were-Rabbit 
Wed-Thurs,  4:30,  6:45,  9. 

ELMWOOD  2966  College,  Berk.  (510)  649- 


0530.  Aeon  Flux  Fri-Tues,  4:15, 8:30  (also 
Sat-Sun,  12:15).  The  Aristocrats  Wed- 
Thurs,  5, 9:15;  Fri-Tues,  6:25  (also  Sat-Sun, 
2:30).  Bee  Season  Wed-Thurs,  4:50, 9;  Fri- 
Tues,  6:15  (also  Sat-Sun,  2:10).  Chicken  Lit¬ 
tle  Wed-Thur,  7:10.  How  the  Grinch  Stole 
Christmas  Sat,  10a,  noon.  Jarhead  Fri-Tues, 
4:40, 9:25.  Kiss  Kiss  Bang  Bang  Fri-Tues, 
4:20,  8:15  (Sat-Sun,  12:10).  North  Country 
Wed-Thurs,  6:55;  Fri-Tues,  7  (also  Sat-Sun, 
2:15).  Yours,  Mine  and  Ours  Wed-Thurs, 
5:05,  7:05,  9. 

EMERY  BAY  6330  Christie,  Emeryville.  (510) 
420-0107.  Call  for  Fri-Tues  shows  and 
times.  Capote  Wed-Thurs,  1, 4:10,  7:10, 10. 
Chicken  Little  Wed-Thurs,  1:15,  3:20,  5:20, 
7:30,  9:30.  Good  Night,  and  Good  Luck 
Wed-Thurs,  1:20, 4, 7, 9:20.  The  Ice  Harvest 
Wed-Thurs,  12:40, 2:50,  5,  7:15, 9:50.  In  the 
Mix  Wed-Thurs,  12:45,  3:10,  5:30,  8,  10:20. 
Prime  Wed-Thurs,  1:30,  4:30,  7:45,  10:15. 
Shopgirl  Wed-Thurs,  1:10, 4:15,  7:20, 10:10. 
Walk  the  Line  Wed-Thurs,  12:50,  1:40,  3:50, 
4:40,  6:50,  7:40,  9:45,  10:30.  Yours,  Mine 
and  Ours  Wed-Thurs,  12:30,  2:45, 4:50, 7, 
9:40. 

OAKS  1875  Solano,  Berk.  (510)  526-1836. 
Call  for  Fri-Tues  shows  and  times.  The 
Constant  Gardener  Fri-Tues,  1:45, 4:45, 
7:45.  The  Ice  Harvest  Wed-Thurs,  5:30, 
7:45.  March  of  the  Penguins  Wed-Thurs, 
1:20,  3:20.  Rent  1:30,  4:30,  7:30. 

0RINDA  4  Orinda  Theater  Square,  Orinda. 
(510)  254-9060.  Harry  Potter  and  the  Gob¬ 
let  of  Fire  7:30  (also  Fri-Tues,  12:15,  3:45). 
King  Kong  (starts  Wed)  noon,  4, 7:45.  Rent 
Wed-Thurs,  6:45,  9:30.  Syriana  7,  9:45  (also 
Fri-Tues,  12:30,3:30). 

SHATTUCK  CINEMAS  2230  Shattuck,  Berk. 
(510)  843-3456, 777-FILM,  #024.  Capote 
1:15, 4:10,  6:45,  9:25.  The  Dying  Gaul  1:30, 
6:55  (Fri-Tues,  show  at  6:50).  Naked  in 
Ashes  1:25,  4:25,  7:10,  9:45.  Paradise  Now 
Wed-Thurs,  1:20, 4:05, 6:50,  9:20;  Fri-Tues, 
3:50,  9:15.  The  Passenger  Wed-Thurs,  3:50, 
9:40.  Pride  and  Prejudice  12:45,  3:45, 6:40, 
9:30.  Sarah  Silverman:  Jesus  Is  Magic  Fri- 
Tues,  1:40,  3:30,  5:20, 7:30, 9:20.  Shopgirl 
1:50,  4:30,  7:25,  9:55.  The  Squid  and  the 
Whale  12:55,  3:05,  5:05,  7:15,  10.  Syriana  1, 
2, 4,  5, 7,  8:15,  9:50.  Ushpizin  12:50,  3,  5:10, 
7:20,  9:35. 

UA  BERKELEY  2274  Shattuck,  Berk.  (510) 
843-1487.  Call  for  Fri-Tues  shows  and 
times!  Aeon  Flux  Wed-Thurs,  noon,  2:15, 
4:45, 7:10, 9:45.  Chronicles  of  Narnia  Wed- 
Thurs,  12:30,  1,3:45,4:15,  7, 7:30,  10:15, 
10:45.  The  Constant  Gardener  Wed-Thurs, 
2:30,  7:40.  Harry  Potter  and  the  Goblet  of 
Fire  Wed-Thurs,  1 1 :30a,  12:1^,  3, 4, 6:30, 8, 
10.  Just  Friends  Wed-Thurs,  12:20, 5:30, 
10:35.  Walk  the  Line  Wed-Thurs,  1:15, 4:25, 
7:120,10:35.  ❖ 


FICULSEL£CTIOn\ 
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LM  FESTIVAL  f 


"Every  once  in  a  while  a  film 
comes  along  to  lift  the  spirit 
and  give  hope  to  the  human 
connections  we  all  share. 

ONE  is  such  a  film.” 

— Sam  Ajluni.  former  panelist. 
Cannes  Film  Festival 


o 


STARTS  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  IB 

ETTT.IAT.TJ.H 

Sebastopol 


Petaluma 
Boulevard  Cinemas 
(707)  762-7469 


Cinemas 
(707)  829-3456 


NOW  PLAYING 


Landmark's  Landmark's  Lark 

Lumlere  Act  I  &  II  Theatre 

(415)267-4893  (510)464-5980  (415)924-5111 
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Destinations 


To  place  an  ad  call  (415)  255-7600 


TRAVEL  SERVICES 


Costa  Rica  from  $349 

Discover  Costa  Rica.  This  package  incl. 
4D/3N  of  adventure.  Incl.  all  hotel/  airport 
transfers.  Full  day  Arenal  Volcano  and  Hot 
Springs  tour  with  dinner  incl.  Full  day  raft¬ 
ing  excursion.  Starting  at  $349/per  per¬ 
son  based  on  double  occupancy  (see  web¬ 
site  for  details  and  restrictions 
Oletravel.com).  Call  us  at 
(65Q)-553-9500,  1-800-559-5192. 

EXPERIENCE  ASIA! 

Back  from  a  3-week  China  trip,  Cessy  can 
book  your  int’l  flights  and  hook  you  up  with 
other  travelers!  She  has  lst-hand  experi¬ 
ence  trekking  the  Tiger  Leaping  Gorge,  hik¬ 
ing  the  Great  Wall  and  eating  interesting 
foods  in  Beijing.  Call  her  (415)  247-1800 
or  800-467-4595.  The  Adventure  Travel 
Company  -  595  Market  St.  @  2nd. 
CST#2038366-4 0 . 


air  n  travel 

best  fares 

best  service 

call  us* 

415  292-1833 

www.airntravel.com 


I  ticker  we  will  compete  \ 

planner  with  any  prices 

Asia . $490  and  up  Get  YOUT 

Asia  Business  Class . . . $4800  and  up  AtnimH 

Australia . $1200  and  up  MIUUIIU 

Central  &  S.  America . $650  and  up  Tho  UUnrlH  I 

Europe . $650  and  up  ,f,C?  WVUflU  \ 

Europe  Business  Class . . . $2379  and  up  Tickets 

Nepal  &  India . $990  and  up 

Nepal/India  Business  Class . .  $4200  and  up  Here. 


(415)551-0000/0059 

treloksuri82@yahoo.com 


Wknd:  (415)  310-9267 
(415)221-4544 

Fares  can  change  any  lime  CST  2066939 


ROCKBOTTOM  FARES 

Amsterdam/Germany  . 

.  .445/350  Lagos/Nairobi . . . 

. 934/999 

Athens/Cairo  . 

.  .529/699  London/Paris  . . . 

. 369/418 

Auckland/Sydney 

•  -913/838  Madrid/Rome  . . . 

. 452/469 

Bangkok/Bali . 

Buenos  Aires/Rio 

.  .660/845  Milon 
. .770/650  M  . 

. 468 

Delhi/Tokyo  . 

.995/475  Stockholm/Zurich 

. 475/439 

Hong  Kong/Manilla  . . . 

..510/655  Tel  Aviv/China  .. 

. 699/580 

Istanbul/Joburg . 

.  .565/999  Vienna/Warsaw  . 

. 499 

Se  habla  Espanol  •  Call  for  other  cities  •  Fares  subject  to  change  •  www.rockbottomfares.com 

Restrictions  apply  •  Tax  $100  -  $300  •  CST  #2016826-40 

TRAVELMATE  (800)  569- 

5946 

°f  Bay  Guardian  readers  took 
7  flU/n  more  flights  last  year  on  major  airlines  to 
■  W  ill  domestic  and  foreign  destinations* 


OUR  READERS  ARE  TRAVELERS! 

gj  DESTINATIONS 

Contact  Classifieds  at  (415)  255-7600  to  advertise. 

•Four  week  Cume  Readers  SFBG.  Source:  Scarborough  2003  Q(J^(|[)|^ 


OOGOOO 


YOURSELF! 

With  one  simple  phone  call,  you  can  reach  up  to 

15  million  readers  in  more  than 
100  newspapers  just  like  this  one. 

AAN  CAN  is  a  classified  advertising  network 

of  113  alternative  newsweeklies 
in  more  than  100  US  markets. 

Call  the  SF  Bay  Guardian  Classifieds  and  ask  about 
AAN  CAN  to  find  out  more  (415)  255-7600. 


GUARDIAN 


GIVE  THE  GIFT  OF  TRAVEL 


10-15%  off  Select 
Latin  American  Trips 

Cal  us  for  a  complete  list  of  to© 

Learn  Spanish  in  Peru:  $41 5/week 
Guatemala,  Belize  &  Mexico:  1 0  days  -  $550 

Iguana/Antigua  to  Cancun:  1 4  days  -  $720 

Airfares  roundtrip  from  5F0,  subject  lo  change,  restrictions  apply,  taxes/fees  not  included.  Tours  ote  land  only.  Local  payment  not  included. 


Adventure  Travel  Company  •  595  Market  SI.,  Ste.  143  •  Son  Francisco  •  415.247.1800  •  800.467.4595  CST#2038366  40 


★  WINTER  AIRFARES* 

GUATEMALA 

....$280 

MEXICO  CITY 

. $306 

LIMA 

. $449 

QUITO 

. $540 

SANTIAGO 

. $589 

sfba.com 


Get  it  Daily 


a 


The  Guardian  Classifieds  ate  now  updated  doily 
Be  the  first  to  find  out  about 

rt' 

mm  jk'1 

★  New  lobs 

★  New  Sublets 

★  New  Travel  Offers 

★  New  Stuff  to  Buy 

Visit  www.sfbg.com 

for  Mote  Information. 

GUARDIAN 


+fis 


Ulhy  Pay 
More? 


Travel  Smart  with  H.I.S. 


TOKYO  from 
LONDON  from 
HONG  KONG  from 
SHANGHAI  from 
BANGKOK  from 
SINGAPORE  from 

BUSINESS  CLASS  TO 

TOKYO  from 


$349.00 

$448.00 

$530.00 

$530.00 

$650.00 

$690.00 

$2,516.00 


’All  prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice  and  do  not  include  tax. 
Please  ask  our  agents  lor  other  restrictions. 

1-800-573-6447 

CSTL#201 7288-40 

870  Morket  St.,  Ste.  746,  Sf  94102 


^LATIN?AMERICA* 

I/Ve  are...Numero  Uno  to  Latin  America! 

STUDENT  FARES  AVAILABLE! 


SOUTH  AMERICA 

BOGOTA  . $511 

BUENOS  AIRES  . $660 

CARACAS . $549 

GUAYAQUIL/QUITO  . $540 

LA  PAZ,  BOLIVIA . $625 

LIMA,  PERU  . $375 

MONTEVIDEO  . $690 

RIO/SAO  PAULO  . $540 

SANTIAGO,  CHILE  . $589 

Current  Roundtrip  fares 
subiect  to  change.  Tax  I 

and  fuel  charge  is  extra, 

restriclidns  apply,  w  * 


CENTRAL  AMERICA 

BELIZE . $344 

COSTA  RICA . $330 

GUATEMALA . $280 

HONDURAS  . $400 

NICARAGUA  . $391 

PANAMA . $442 

GUADALAJARA  . $358 

MEXICO  CITY  . $338 

OAXACA  . $543 

5 BBi 


Spanish  Language  School 


Learn  Spanish 

the  easy  way 

New  classes  every  month 
(41 5)  861 .1 223  |  www.casahispana.com 
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View  ads  online  at  sfbg.com 


Destinations 


being  thereby  beth  kohn 

Sunken  swimhole 


In  the  sticky  jungle  heat,  the  last  thing  we  want¬ 
ed  to  do  was  stuff  ourselves  into  rubber  wet¬ 
suits.  We  were  already  soaked  with  sweat,  and 
rubber  isn’t  well-known  for  its  breathability.  On 
the  brighter  side,  our  vicious  entourage  of  mos¬ 
quitoes  would  have  less  surface  area  to  dive-bomb. 
As  the  guide  ushered  us  toward  a  metal  ladder 
leading  into  the  ground  like  a  manhole  to  Hades, 
we  ditched  our  tubes  of  sunscreen  and  fled  our 
buzzing  hell  on  earth. 

Sprinkled  throughout  Mexico’s  Yucatan  Penin¬ 
sula,  between  the  ruins  of  Mayan  cities  and  the 
Wilma-weary  Cancun  coast,  are  freshwater  lime¬ 
stone  sinkholes  called  cenotes  that  offer  a  perfect 
hybrid  of  two  of  my  favorite  outdoor  pastimes: 
swimming  and  spelunking.  Created  by  the  slow 
leaching  of  surface  water  and  the  eventual  collapse 
of  cavern  roofs,  the  resulting  rock  formations  cre¬ 
ate  trippy  fantasy  worlds  of  eerie  underground 
caverns,  dramatic  aboveground  craters,  and  sub¬ 
merged,  winding  rivers.  Some  seemingly  bottom.- 
less  cenote  pools  plummet  as  deep  as  300  feet  into 
the  earth. 

In  the  subterranean  landscape  of  Hilario’s  Well, 
an  underground  river,  bleached  stalactites  stab 
from  the  cavern  roof  like  deadly  rows  of  sharp¬ 


ened  goblin  teeth.  At  a  developed  cenote  at  the 
Hidden  Worlds  swim-and-dive  complex,  near  the 
palapa- lined  beaches  of  Tulum,  south  of  Cancun, 
rounded  mounds  the  shape  of  baseball  bats  sprout 
from  the  floor,  and  filtered  spotlights  accentuate 
jagged  rock  stacks.  Like  the  melted  drippings  of 
massive  candles,  chunky  orange  stalagmites  ooze 
up  from  below.  Columns  of  thirsty  ceiba  tree  roots 
stretch  dozens  of  feet  down  from  the  vaulted 
cathedral  ceiling,  diffusing  into  furry  psychedelic 
tentacles  below  the  waterline.  We  felt  as  if  we’d 
dropped  into  the  jaws  of  one  of  H.R.  Giger’s  de¬ 
monic  Alien  creations  and  weren’t  surprised  to 
hear  that  Hidden  Worlds  had  been  the  backdrop 
for  a  recent  sci-fi  horror  flick. 

Cenotes  were  the  primary  source  of  water  for 
the  Mayan  city-states  that  once  dominated  the  Yu¬ 
catan,  a  region  with  no  surface  lakes  or  streams.  In 
the  early  1900s,  an  enterprising  US  consul  named 
Edward  Thompson  eyed  the  unexcavated  and 
then-unprotected  ruins  of  Chichen  Itza,  bought  it 
for  a  song,  and  began  dredging  the  100-foot 
depths  of  a  pool  now  called  the  Cenote  Sagrado, 
or  “sacred  cenote.”  He  and  subsequent  archeolo¬ 
gists  discovered  troves  of  ornate  artifacts  including 
offerings  of  gold,  pottery,  and  jade  jewelry,  sup¬ 


porting  the  theory  that  the  Maya  considered  this 
enormous  well  to  be  holy.  Adding  to  the  cenote’s 
mystique  was  the  discovery  of  many  human  re¬ 
mains.  It’s  unclear  whether  these  ancient  skeletons 
were  ritual  sacrifices  or  just  unfortunate  looky- 
loos  who  couldn’t  tread  water. 

Snorkel  masks  suctioned  onto  our  faces  and 
diving  flashlights  in  hand,  my  friend  Lulu  and  1 
cruised  the  nooks  and  crannies  of  the  warm, 
placid  pool.  Underwater  illumination  bathed 
swaths  of  clear  blue  water,  and  the  beams  of  our 
torches  sliced  through  the  shadows  like  light 
sabers.  We  hovered  over  schools  of  impish  silver 
fish  darting  between  limestone  shelves.  As  I  care¬ 
fully  came  up  for  air  in  a  compact  space  between 
water  and  prickly  ceiling  spikes,  something  shot 
past  me  with  a  shriek.  Adjusting  my  eyes,  I  could 
make  out  an  intermittent  trickle  of  bats  flitting  be¬ 
tween  the  gothic  chandeliers  near  my  head. 

I’m  not  spooked  by  the  bats.  It’s  the  lazy  beach¬ 
es  quilted  with  oversize  towels  and  umbrellas  that 
make  me  want  to  scream  underwater.  The  Yu¬ 
catan’s  countless  cenotes  offer  a  more  adventurous 
approach  to  swimming.  And  finding  these  perfect 
blue  swimming  holes  is  easy  enough.  The  tricky 
part?  Making  yourself  come  up  for  air.  ❖ 

Beth  Kohn  is  a  freelance  writer  and  opportunistic 
swimmer  shackled  to  dry  land  in  San  Francisco. 
Taunt  her  at ftercesf@igc.org. 

Next  week:  Kohn  reports  back  from  the  ruins  of 
Campeche. 


Trip  planner 

Reading  An  excellent  general  guidebook,  Moon 
Handbooks  Yucatan  Peninsula  lists  more  than  a 
dozen  cenote  sites.  Steve  Gerrard’s  beautifully  illus¬ 
trated  coffee  table  book  The  Cenotes  of  the  Riviera 
Maya  (www.cenotesoftherivieramaya.com)  gives 
detailed  information  on  more  than  50  cenotes  on 
the  eastern  Yucatan  coast.  John  L.  Stephens’s  1841 
classic  two-volume  Incidents  of  Travel  in  Central 
America,  Chiapas,  and  Yucatan  is  the  first  guide¬ 
book  on  the  treasures  of  the  Maya. 

Getting  wet  Tulum  area:  Hidden  Worlds  (984- 
877-8535,  www.hiddenworlds.com.mx)  has 
snorkel  tours  from  $25  and  one-tank  dives  starting 
at  $50.  The  Cenote  Dive  Center  (984-871  -2232, 
www.cenotedive.com)  takes  groups  to  multiple 
cenote  sites.  There  are  also  a  number  of  signed 
cenotes  on  the  road  between  Tulum  and  Coba. 

Between  Merida  and  Cancun:  After  a  scorching 
day  at  Chichen  Itza,  Cenote  Ik  Kil  (985-851-0039, 
www.wohlmut.com/Maya/lk-Kil.htm),  just  two 
miles  from  the  ruins,  is  a  popular  spot  to  cool  off  in 
a  collapsed  roof  cavern  ringed  by  waterfalls  and 
lush  greenery.  The  town  of  Cuzama  has  a  series  of 
cenotes  accessed  by  a  horse-drawn  trolley  on  an 
old  henequen  hacienda. 

Between  Merida  and  Campeche:  A  number  of 
cenotes  can  be  found  near  the  town  of  Chochola, 
including  the  developed  Cenote  Chen-Ha. 


.  OLE  ! 

)  TRAVEL 

CST*iod649} 


Your  Lotin  America  Experts  Since  1989! 


PERU . $448  COSTA  RICA ....  $308 

ECUADOR . $578  BELIZE . $388 

ARGENTINA  ....$678  VENEZUELA. ...  $448 

CHILE . $588  SAN  SALVADOR  .  $318 

PANAMA . $488  MEXICO . $268 

BRAZIL . $598  URUGUAY . $748 


415-467-6000  •  800-559-5192 


s3les@0letravel.com  •  www.oletravel.com 


SOUTH  AMERICA  PASS 

(MIDWEEK  TRAVEL) 


SUPER  PACKAGES 


PERU . 5D/4N. . 

PANAMA . 4D/3N  . 

GUATEMALA. ...  .5D/4N. . 
COSTA  RICA . 4D/3N. . 


How  much  does 
posting  an  online 

classified  ad  at 

vgww.sfbg.com 

cost  you?? 

Stumped? 


nothing 
nada, 
diddly, 
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bupkis, 
vgoose  egg, 
zilch, 
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rien, 

-.nothing!! 
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(001  PRICES  TO  HOT  PLACES! 

HURRY,  THESE  PRICES  WONT  IASI! 

©S(os?a  Real  Cabo  Resort  &  Spa  3nf  from  *349”  4nt  from  *399”  7nt  from  *579” 

•  20%  off  food  &  beveroges! 

•  10%  off  mossoges,  fociol  treatments,  &  beauty  salon  services  of  the  New  Spa  Real! 

•  Free  entrance  to  Mambo's  cofe! 

©  Posada  Real  Los  Cabos  3nt  from  $39999 

4nl  from  *449”  7nl  from  ^649" 

_  :All  intlusi,e!  Party  Bus  in 

Oahu  5p/.a„  mc*tosj 

©  OHANA  Haile  Sky  Court  »h.  *529 


5nl  from 

*  1st  night  FREE! 

*  Plus,  receive  OUTRIGGER  &  OHANA  Shopping/Dining  discount  booklet  ond  OHANA  Bonus  certificates!* 


Maui 

©  Outrigger  Royal  Kahana  Resort  5nt  from 


*684 


99 


•  1st  night  FREE! 

*  Plus,  receive  MAI  TAI  PARTY,  ISLAND  EXPLORER  KIT  ond  POSTCARDS  FROM  PARADISE! 


Oonting,  free  soda  &  cocktails  on  board,  n 
people  -  hove  fun!** 


Pnces  are  valid  on  select  Jan  -  Feb  2006  departures.  Vacations  Include:  Round-trip  airfare  via  United  Airlines  from  San  Francisco  International  Airport  hotel  accommodations,  and  round  trip  ground 
transfers  in  Mexico  All  Inclusive  accommodations  include  meals,  taxes,  tips,  dnnks,  non-moton/ed  water  sports,  inclusions  vary  per  hotel.  'Booklets  and  certificates  will  be  distnbuted  upon  check 
in.  "Tour  is  not  included  in  the  advertised  prices.  $53  is  the  adult  per  person  price  of  the  Night  Party  Bus  optional  tour  in  Los  Cabos.  Prices  are  per  person  based  on  double  occupancy,  In  the  least 
expensive  class  of  service  and  are  not  retroactive.  International  fees  and  taxes  of  up  to  $89.27,  Hawaii  amval/departure  tax  of  $14.60,  passenger  facility  charges  up  to  $18,  segment  tees  of  $3.30 
per  domestic  segment  and  the  September  1 1th  security  fee  of  $10  are  not  included  in  advertised  prices  and  are  due  upon  final  payment. 

Advertised  prices  are  the  lowest  available  when  booked  electronically  through  VAX  VacationAccess.  Prices  will  be  up  to  $40  higher  for  E  •  _  -f  -> 

reservations  booked  via  our  call  center  or  in  a  GDS.  Scheduled  air  service  provided  by  United  Airlines  to  Mexico  in  H  class  of  service  and  to  UltlJCw  VUCCRIOVIS 
Hawaii  in  T  class  of  service.  Various  cancellation  penalties,  payment  requirements  and  hoiiday/special  event/weekend  charges  may  apply.  *  ’  fan  tfui » mt1 

*  ‘  '  .  “  '  . . ■  cancelations  and  refunds.  CST  #  200921 8-20  ' 
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E)  iL  B  Careers 


To  place  an  ad  call  (415)  255-7600 


EDUCATION 


CAfeLE/LINE  INSTALLER  APPRENTICES. 
Learn  to  install,  maintain,  repair  interior 
comm,  systems  and  navigation  equipment. 
No  experience  req'd.  Must  be  17-34 
w/H.S.  diplomas.  Call  1  (800)  345-6289. 
(Cal-SCAN) _ _ 

FRENCH:  ENJOY 

A  fun,  personalized  1-on-l  method  with 
French-born  tutor.  Degreed.  Marc  (415) 
441-2062. 

MARKETING 

MEDIA  MAKE-UP  ARTISTS  earn  up  to 
$500/day  for  television,  CD/videos,  film, 
fashion.  One  week  course  in  Los  Angeles 
while  building'  portfolio.  Brochure  (310) 
364-0665  www.MediaMakeupArtists.com 
(AAN  CAN) _ 

ACT  NOW  FOR  A  NEW  CAREER!  Receive 
career  training  in  Medical,  Business, 
Pharmacy  Technician  or  Computers  at  UEI 
with  6  convenient  locations.  Call  today  1 
(877)  354-2031.  (Cal-SCAN) 


GET  IN  ON 
THE  ACTION 


PERSONNEL  AGENCY 

Call  Now  (415)  546-4500 
IMMEDIATE  STAFFING  NEEDS 


Direct  Hires  -  Temporaries  -  Temporaries  to  Hire 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 

2-3  MONTH  TEMPORARY 
M/S  OFFICE  -  TYPE  65  WPM 

TO  $20/HR 

EXP.  ADP  PAYROLL  &  BILLING  CLERK 
TO  $30K 

PAYCHECK  OPPORTUNITIES! 


717  MARKET  ST.,  STE.  224,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 
FAX  415-546-0926  •  EMAIL:  JAGENCY@PACBELL.NET 
VISIT  US  AT:  WWW.JACKSONPERSONNEL.COM 


CAREER  SERVICES 


EARN  $15-$17/Hr. 

As  a  Hotel/Special  Event  Security  Officer. 
Full  Training  and  Certificate.  FREE  job 
Referral.  564  Market  St.,  #325,  SF.  CALL 
(415)  399-0956. 


GENERAL 

EMPLOYMENT 


$1750  WEEKLY  INCOME!!  Nationwide 
Company  Now  Hiring  Home  Mailers!  Easy 
Work!  No  Experience  Necessary!  Written 
Guarantee!  Free  Information  Call  Now  1 
(800)  242-0363  ext.  4213.  (AAN  CAN) 

A  FAST  TRACK  to  a  sales  career.  Travel  the 
USA  as  you  develop  skills  in  Outside 
Sales.  Paid  training,  transportation,  lodg¬ 
ing  furnished.  Call  Success  Express  Sales, 
Inc,  today.  1  (877)  646-5050.  (Cal-SCAN) 

Avon! 

Career  or  pocket  money  -  you  decide.  Call 
Brenda:  1-800-524-6142 _ 

HUNT  ELK,  Red  Stag,  Whitetail,  Buffalo  • 
season  opens  3/31/06.  Guaranteed 
Hunting  License  $5.00.  We  have  a  No 
Game  No  Pay  Policy.  Call  days:  (314) 
209-9800,  Evenings:  (314)  293-0610. 
(Cal-SCAN) _ 

MOVIE  EXTRAS.  ACTORS  &  Models!  Make 
$75-$250/day.  All  ages  and  faces  wantedl 
No  exp.  required.  FT/PT.  (800)  714-7564. 
(Cal-SCAN) _ 

NOW  HIRING  FOR  POSTAL  POSITIONS. 
$18.50-$59.00  +/hr.  Full  Benefits/Paid 
Training  and  Vacations.  No  Experience 
Necessary.  1  (800)  584-1775.  Public 
Announcement  Reference  #  5001.  (AAN 
CAN)  


ACTIVISM 

Jobs  for  the 
Environment 

Protect  our  National  Forests!  Help  Stop 
Global  Warming!  Career  opportunities  and 
benefits  avail.  Earn  $400-$600/ftk.  Call 
Elizabeth  (510)  644-3454. 

www.Jobsfortheenvironment.org. 

ACTIVISM 

Make  ‘06  the  Year 
the  War  Ends! 

80%  of  Iraqis  want  to  see  the  U.S.  occu¬ 
pation  end  and  Americans  are  outraged  by 
the  loss  of  life  and  waste  of  tax  money.  We 
arp  hiring  and  training  activists  to  work  for 
peace.  Join  a  fun,  political  workplace  near 
BART.  Base  pay,  paid  training.  Women  and 
people  of  color  encouraged  to  apply.  (510) 
849-2272.  F/T  Call  Kristin  ext.  306,  $280- 
$400/wk  +  Health  &  Dental.  P/T  Call  Cara 
ext.  605,  Evening  hours,  up  to  $25/hr. 
www.callforniapeaceaction.org. 

ACTIVISM 

WORK  TO  LIVE 

...Don’t  just  live  to  work!  Political  corrup¬ 
tion  getting  you  down?  Clean  Water  Action 
is  hiring  passionate,  articulate  people  to 
organize  communities  and  hold  our  elected 
officials  accountable.  $400-  510/wk.  base 
+  bonus  and  benefits.  Mon-Fri.  1:30- 
10pm.  Call  today,  start  tomorrow.  (415) 
369-9160  ext.  301. 
www.cleanwateraction.org/ca 


CiJ'-ANWaILK 


ACTION 


CUSTOMER  SERVICE 

Telephone 

Interviewers 

Field  Research  has  immediate  openings 
in  our  DT  SF  call  center  to  conduct  phone 
surveys.  No  exp.  needed,  No  selling 
involved.  TRAINING  INCLUDED!  SPANISH/ 
English  bilinguals  encouraged  but  must  be 
fluent  in  both!  MUST  have  good  reading, 
speaking,  spelling  skills,  exc.  phone  man¬ 
ner,  some  PC  exp.  (25wpm),  and  work 
min.  20hrs/wk.  +  one  mandatory  wknd 
day.  Must  have  HS  diploma  and  be  18+. 
We  offer  night  and  wknd  shifts  on  a  P/T  or 
F/T  basis,  depending  on  project  needs. 
$8.62  -  $9.25/hr.  depending  on  exp. 
Benefits  package  avail,  to  eligible  F/T 

employees.  Cali  (415)  273-1114, _ 

DRIVER 

DRIVER  COVENANT  TRANSPORT. 
Excellent  Pay  &  Benefits  for  Experienced 
Drivers,  0/0,  Solos,  Teams  &  Graduate 
Students.  Bonuses  Paid  Weekly.  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer.  1  (888)  MORE  PAY 
(1(888)  667-3729)  (Cal-SCAN) _ 

DRIVER 

DRIVER:  GREAT  NEW  Pay  Package  for 
Recent  Driving  School  Graduates.  No 
Experience,  No  Problem:  An  industry 
leader  in  miles  and  pay.  Call  CRST  Van 
Expedited.  1(800)  781-2778.  (Cal-SCAN) 
DRIVER 

DRIVER  -  Here's  how  we  show  R-E-S-P-E-C- 
T  -  Over  2  Billion  Miles  Last  Year!  Excellent 
compensation/retirement.  OTR,  regional, 
dedicated.  Comfort  zones  available.  Get 
your  share  call:  1  (866)  333-8801 
Ref#182  (Cal-SCAN) _ 

DRIVER 

DRIVERS:  FIND  a  Dedicated  Driving  Job  at 
www.HotDDJ.com,  the  website  that  match¬ 
es  class  A  drivers  with  jobs  that  get  you 
home!  Enter  Our  Sweepstakes  Online  -  Win 
A  2005  Polaris  ATV  &  Other  Prizes!  Call  to 
enter  by  phone  or  hear  about  jobs  in  your 
area:  1  (888)  423S446.  (Cal-SCAN) 


Make  2006  the  Year  the  War  Ends!1 


80%  of  Iraqis  want  to  see  the  U.S.  occupation  end.  Millions  of  Americans  are  out¬ 
raged  by  the  loss  of  life  and  waste  of  tax  money  in  Iraq.  Peace  Action  is  hiring  and 
training  activists  to  work  for  peace. 


Jobs  at  a  fun,  political  workplace.  Women  and  people  of  color  encouraged.  Base 
pay.  Paid  training.  Near  BART. 


f  CALIFORNIA 

Xtj  Peace  Action 


(510)  849-2272 


Power  for  Change 


FT  Call  Kristin  ext.  306 
$280-S450/week  + 
Health  &  Dental 


www.californiapeaceaction.org 


PT  Call  Cara  ext.  605 
Evening  hours, 
up  to  $25/hour 


DRIVER 

GET  A  REAL  Paycheck  &  Get  Home  more 
often!  Attention  Class  A  Truck  Drivers. 
Dedicated  Lanes:  AZ-CA-NV.  Call  McKelvey 
Trucking  1  (800)  410-6255.  (Cal-SCAN) 

OWNER  OPERATORS.  BOISE  Cascade 
Company  is  recruiting  Owner-Operators  for 
the  1-5  Dry  Van  Fleet.  New  higher  rates 
with  weekly  settlements,  discounted  fuel, 
surcharges  and  insurance.  Call  Randy  at  1 
(800)  544-5989,  Opt.5.  ■  (Cal-SCAN) 
DRIVER 

Part-Time 

Magazine  Distribution 

Monthly  real  estate  publication  is  looking 
for  a  driver  to  deliver  their  publications  one 
to  two  times  a  month.  Must  have  own  car, 
be  detail  oriented,  and  have  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  Bay  Area.  Job  includes: 
delivery  to  outdoor  racks  and  inside 
stores,  general  maintenance/  cleaning  of 
display  items.  Great  source  for  extra 
income!  Email  David  at 
dwaUonQUvingChoicea.com _ 

CLERICAL/ADMINISTRATIVE  POSITIONS. 
US  Government.  $12-$48/hr.  Full 
Benefits/Paid  Training.  Work  available  in 
areas  like  Homeland  Security,  Law 
Enforcement,  Wildlife,  More!  1  (800)  320- 
9353  X2001.  (AAN  CAN) 

DREADING  MONDAY?  Work  from  home  and 
earn  Executive-level  income.  No  commute, 
no  boss,  total  freedom.  Call  now:  (800) 
322-0743,  (AAN  CAN) _ _ 

Movie  extras,  Actors.  Models!  Make  $100- 
$300/day.  No  Exp.  Req..  FT/PT  All  looks 
needed!  1  (800)  714-7565  (AAN  CAN) 
•MOVIE  EXTRAS*  earn  $150-$300/Day. 
All  Looks/Types  Needed.  No  Experience 
Necessary.  TV,  Music  Videos, 
Commercials.  Film,  Print.  Call  Tollfree  7 
days!  1  (800)  260-3949  x3025.  (AAN  CAN) 


Planning  your  next 
adventure  has 
never  been 
easier! 


ons 


an 


can  be  discovered  every  week 
in  the  new  classified  section  of 
the  San  Francisco  i 


GUARDIAN 


Calling  all  Interns !  rn 


Tired  of  your  boring  job? 

A  FUN  and  EXCITING  internship  is  here! 

Join  the  Hellraiser  Street  Team  and  learn  about  event 
coordination,  marketing,  promotions  and  advertising! 


No  typical  intern  jobs  here!  You’ll  attend  all 
events  and  see  how  YOU  helped  make 
each  one  a  SUCCESS. 


Send  a  resume  and  cover  letter 
explaining  why  you  would  LOVE  this 
job  to  Ursula@sfbg.com. 


IS  YOUR  FIRST  CAREER 
CHOICE  WORKING  OUT 
THE  WAY  YOU  PLANNED? 


WE  CAN  HELP. 
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View  ads  online  at  sfbg.com 


GENERAL 

MYSTERY  SHOPPERS  Get  paid  to  shop, 
earn  up  to  $150  per  day!  No  experience 
required.  Call  1  (800)  766-7197.  (AAN 
CAN) 


VOLUNTEERS 


Speak  Up  For  A  Child  in  Foster  Care. 

Make  a  difference  in  the  life  of  a  child.  SF 
CASA  court  appointed  special  advocates. 
415-398-8001  www.sfcasa.org.  Upcoming 
orientation  November  16  (12  noon  &  6 
p.m.),  2005.  ■ 


BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES 


ALL  CASH  CANDY  Route.  Do  you  earn 
$800  in  a  day?  Your  own  local  candy  route. 
Includes  30  machines  and  candy.  All  for 
$9,995.  MultiVend,  LLC  880  Grand  Blvd.. 
Deer  Park.  NY  11729.  1  (888)  625-2405. 
(Cal-SCAN) 


Bife,: 

Speak  Ip  For  A  Child 

SF  CASA  Volunteers  needed  to  be 
Mentors  and  Advocates  for  Children 
in  Foster  Care.  Fo  find  out  how  you 
can  help,  call: 

415-398  8001 


^vwwNsfc^^^rjJ 


AMERICA’S  HOTTEST  OPPORTUNITY  -  Own 
your  own  Dollar  Stores 
(News.DollarStoreServices.com)  -  Discount 
Party  Stores  (www.DPStores.com)  -  $1.99 
Jewelry  Boutique  (www.199Jewelry.com)  - 
Mailbox  Stores 

(www.TheMailBoxStores.com)  from 
$45,900.  1  (800)  829-2915  or  1  (800) 
518-3064.  (Cal-SCAN) _ 

ARE  YOU  MAKING  $1710  per  week?  All 
cash  vending  routes  with  prime  locations 
available  now!  Under  $9;000  investment 
required.  Call  Toll  Free  (24-7)  1  (888)  333- 
2254.  (Cal-SCAN) 

EARN  $3,500  WEEKLY!  Data  Entry  Workers 
Needed  Online  '  Immediately!  Work  from 
Home!  Guaranteed  Income!  No  Experience 
Necessary.  Register  Online  Today! 
www.DataEntryCash.com  (AAN  CAN) 

EARN  EXTRA  INCOM?  assembling  CD 

cases  from  home.  No  experience  neces¬ 
sary!  Start  immediately!  1^800-267-3944 
EXT.800.  www.easywork-greatpay.com. 
Invalid  in  MD,  Wl,  ND.  SD.  (AAN  CAN) 
Freelancers  Wanted  The  Association  of 
Alternative  Newsweeklies  is  hiring  free¬ 
lance  writers  for  its  Web  site,  aan.org.  If 
interested,  please  send  a  cover  letter, 
work  experience  and  writing  sample  to 
amyg@aan.org.  (AAN  CAN) 

GET  PAID  $3624  WEEKLY!  Typing  From 
Home.  Data  Entry  Workers  Needed  Online 
Immediately.  Everyone  Qualifies.  No 
Experience  Required.  Amazing  Opportunity! 
Guaranteed  Program! 
www. DataEntryPro.com  (AAN  CAN) 

HOME  TYPISTS  NEEDED!  Earn  $3,500- 
$5;000  Weekly!  Typing  from  Home! 
Guaranteed  Paychecks!  No  Experience 
Needed!  Positions  Available  Today! 
Register  Online  Now!  www.Type4Cash.com 
(AAN  CAN) 


IMMEDIATE  CASH!!!  US  Pension  Funding 
pays  cash  now  for  8'years  of  your  future 
pension  payments.  Call  1  (800)  586-1325 
for  a  FREE,  no-obligation  estimate. 
www.uspensionfunding.com  ‘(Cal-SCAN) 
MAKE  YOUR  FINANCIAL  dreams  a  reality. 
Start  your  own  home  business  today.  It's 
easy  and  simple.  Retire  young,  Retire  rich. 
Call  1  (800)  505-4350.  (Cal-SCAN)  ' 
MISS  YOUR  KIDS?  Working  way  too  much 
for  way  too  little?  Executive  level  pay  from 
home.  Learn  how  from  millionaires.  Not 
MLM.  (888)  376-1231.  (AAN  CAN) 

NEED  $$  CASH  For  The  Holidays, 
Remodel,  Invest,  Pay  Debt,  etc???  If  You 
Have  Equity  In  Your  Home  I  Can  Help.  No 
Gimmicks.  Call  (530)  676-6070 

www.CAhomeloans4U.com  (Cal-SCAN) 
RESOLVE  TO  BUILD  YOUR  BUSINESS. 
Reach  17  million  engaged,  influential  and 
loyal  readers  of  100+  newspapers  just  like 
this  one.  Place  your  ad  in  the  AAN  CAN  net¬ 
work.  For  complete  information,  go  to 
www.aancan.com  or  call  (202)  289-8484. 

(AAN  CAN) _ 

STILL  PUNCHING  A  Clock?  Fire  your  Boss! 
Own  your  own  Business.  Proven  System, 
High  Demand,  High  Profits,  Equipment, 
Training,  Marketing  and  Support.  1  (866) 
459-4553  www.KwikKerb.com  Investment. 
(Cal-SCAN) _ 

POSTAL  POSITIONS 

Hiring  for  Postal  Positions.  $18.50  - 
$59.00.  Benefits/  Paid  Training  and 
Vacations.  Info:  1-800-584-1775. 

Reference  #6901. 

TRAVEL 

ATTITUDE-  Do  You  Have  a  Millionaire 
Mentality?  $5000/wk+  pot’l.  Travel  the 
world!  We  take  calls  and  close  sales  for  U. 
www.live-dream-life.com  1  (888)  463-8861 
Serious  Only.  (Cal-SCAN) 


How  much  does  posting  an  online  classified 
„  ad  at  www.sfbg.com  cost  you? 


Nothing! 


The  New 
SFBG 
Classifieds 
Online 

GUARDIAN 


Work  for  the  Newspaper  You  Love  to  Read! 


Retail  Account  Executives 

The  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian,  the  nations  largest  independently  owned  and  edited  newsweekly,  is  seeking 
self-motivated  individuals  looking  for  a  career  in  advertising  sales.  The  Guardian  offers  an  unique  opportunity  to 
take  your  excellent  people  skills,  strong  work  ethic,  and  desire  to  work  at  a  job  that  really  matters  and 
turn  it  into  a  profitable  career.  Our  sales  staff  has  a  genuine  passion  for  this  newspaper  and  its  role 
in  the  community  and  we  are  looking  for  someone  who  also  believes  in  the  value  of  the  Guardian. 
Experience  in  sales  (particularly  media  advertising)  a  plus,  but  not  necessary.  Only  individu¬ 
als  with  excellent  communication  and  customer  service  skills  as  well  as  a  strong  drive  to  earn 
commissions  need  to  apply. 

The  SF  Bay  Guardian  has  a  competitive  compensation  and  benefits  package.  Applicants 
must  have  a  valid  driver’s  license  and  a  vehicle.  Qualified  candidates  please  forward  your 
resume  to:  Display/AE,  Attn:  FIR  Dept.,  135  Mississippi  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94107,  e-mail:  jennifer@sfbg.com  or  fax  415-621-2016. 

NO  CALLS  PLEASE.  EOE 


GUARDIAN 


differently... 

Nominate  outstanding  teachers 
for  the  Presidential  Awards 
for  Excellence  in  Mathematics 
&  Science  Teaching  — the  nation’s 
highest  honor  for  mathematics  and 
science  teachers,  awarded  by  the 
White  House. 

For  more  information  and  nomination 
forms,  please  visit  www.paemst.org. 


Presidential  Awards  for 
Excellence  in  Mathematics 
&  Science  Teaching 


Work  for  the  Newspaper 
You  Love  to  Read! 


Specific  job  responsibilities  include  generating  new 
business,  developing  advertising  Campaigns  and 
promoting  client  relationships  through  out¬ 
bound  calls. 

Experience  in  similar  sales  or  advertising 
agencies  is  highly  desired.  Experience  with 
PCs  and  strong  written  and  communica¬ 
tion  skills  are  preferred.  EOE 


GUARDIAN 


INSIDE  SALES  POSITION 

San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian’s  fast-growing  Classified  department  needs  sales  people  to 
help  us  reach  our  full  potential.  If  conversing  with  clients  about  ways  you  can  assist  them 
with  increasing  the  success  of  their  business  is  appealing  to  you,  then  this  is  your  job. 
The  successful  candidate  will  work  primarily  in-house  on  the  phones,  however  must  be 
willing  to  go  on  occasional  outbound  sales  calls. 


Send  your  resume  to: 
Classified  Dept. 

135  Mississippi  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 
E-mail:  jody@sfbg.com 
(text  only) 

Fax  to  415.621.2016 
NO  CALLS  PLEASE 


Senior  Culture  Editor - - 

The  Bay  Guardian  is  looking  for  a  talented,  driven,  creative  individual  with  at  least  three 
years  of  writing  and  editing  experience  to  conceptualize,  assign,  edit,  and  write  for  the 
Culture  section  of  the  paper  This  includes  features,  columns,  and  various  special  projects, 
including  our  annual  Best  of  the  Bay  issue,  holiday  and  seasonal  guides,  and  the  Bars  & 
Clubs  supplement.  We're  looking  for  someone  who  can  put  together  compelling  editorial 
packages  as  well  as  come  up  with  groundbreaking  feature  and  cover  story  ideas.  A  deep 
familiarity  with  -  and  curiosity  about  -  San  Francisco  and  the  larger  Bay  Area,  both 
geographically  and  culturally,  is  essential.  Please  send  resumes  and  three  writing  clips, 
snail-mail  only,  to:  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian, 

Editorial/HR  Dept,  135  Mississippi 

Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107  -mi-t.i  i  ■ 

No  calls  please.  EOE  GUARDIAN 
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QsD House  &  Homes 


To  place  an  ad  call  (415)  255-7600 


HOME  SERVICES 


Aloha  Plumbing.  Vlctorian-Craftsman 
Specialist.  New  construction,  remodel,  all 
repair,  water  heater,  tankless  water  heater, 
sewers,  gas  line,  water  line  repipe,  water 
softener.  Lie  #  857864  Adrian  (510)  507- 
2500. 

Notice  to  Readers  -  California  law  requires 
that  contractors  taking  jobs  that  total 
$500  or  more  (labor  and/or  materials)  be 
licensed  by  the  Contractors  State  License 
Board.  State  law  also  requires  that  con¬ 
tractors  include  their  license  numbers  on 
all  advertising.  Check  your  contractor's 
status  at  www.cslb.ca.gov  or  800-321- 
CLSB  (2752).  Unlicensed  persons  taking 
jobs  that  total  less  than  $500  must  state 
in  their  advertisements  that  they  are  not 
licensed  by  the  Contractors  State  License 
Board. 


CREATIONS  LANDSCAPING 

-  FREE  ESTIMATE  - 

•  Retaining  Walls 

•  Irrigation 

•  Tree  Care 

•  Fences  1  Sj Wg 

•  Patios  &  Decks 

•  Lights 

•  Concrete 

•  Streams  &  Ponds 

650.557.1543 

415.310.4857 


MOVING 


HAPPY  MOVING 

Household,  Family  and  Corporations. 
Customer  Satisfaction  is  our  #1  goal. 
$75/Hour  2  Hour  Minimum.  2  Professional 
Movers  T189894  Call  (415)  518-9640 
(408)  887-3075 _ 

I  am  my  brother’s  keeper,  I  am  my  sisters' 
keeper-  that  makes  this  country  work.  It’s 
what  allows  us  to  pursue  our  individual 
dreams,  yet  still  cohne  together  as  a  single 
American  family.  *E  pluribus  unum."  Out  of 
many,  one.  -  Barak  Obama 


MOVING 

SPECIALIST 

THE  LEADER  IN  THE 
BAY  AREA  FOR  25  YEARS 


FREE  ESTIMATES 


PACKING  •  MOVING  »  STORAGE 


415.8214755 

WWW-JACKTRUX-COM 


TRUCKING/  HAULING 


2  Men,  1  Clean  Truck!  Cheap,  Fast,  Reliable! 
24hr.  Bay  Wide!  We  reuse  and  recycle.  Call 
Louis  C:(415)  902-3229. 

Hardy’s  Hauling 

Big  trucks,  small  prices. 

Hauling,  demolition,  excavation.  Insured,  Lie. 
#796808.  (415)  282-2733 


*  LOU’S* 
HAUUNG 


Large  truck,  Basement, 
garage.  Junk,  trash,  etc. 
Appliances,  sofas, 
car  parts,  carpet . 
padding,  nail  strips, 
bath  and  kitchen  demo 


LOU  HAULLER 
★415.225.4637  ★ 


S'XPZSSS 

Careful  and 
Dependable 

Dollies 


Apt.  •  Office  •  House 


16501  557-1543 
14151  310-4857 

Flaasa  Can  Both  numbers 


REAL  ESTATE  FOR 
SALE 


1ST  TIME  OFFERED.  Fish  Lake  Valley.  NV. 
Fish  In  scenic  Nevada.  Rainbow  Trout 
Stream.  5  acres  -  $29,900,  10  acres 
$39,900.  Gorgeous  landscape  at  high  ele¬ 
vation.  Extensive  frontage  on  a  deep  clean 
mountain  creek  w/Rainbow  trout.  Miles  and 
miles  of  stunning  snowcapped  mountain 
views.  Must  see  to  believe.  Call  1  (877)  349- 
0823  or  visit  www.NVLR.com  (Cal-SCAN) 


Need  An  Extra  Pair  Of  Hands? 

Call  the  SF  Day  Labor  Program! 


IH/e  always  have  workers 
available  for  moving,  gardening, 
painting,  and  housecleaning! 

We  are  a  non-profit  that  connects  indi¬ 
viduals  and  companies  with  experienced 
laborers  for  temporary  jobs.  We  can  send 
workers  to  your  home  or  business  for  as 
little  as  three  hours  or  fill  ongoing  posi¬ 
tions.  Call  during  our  business  tare  to 
obtain  workers  for  anytime! 

4is252-5375or  252-5376 

mon-wed  &  sit  7m-I2mw.  tlw  &  fri,  7im-lpm 

$12-15/1)0  min.  of  3hrs  per  job. 


BEAUTIFUL, UTAH!  LAND  Sale  -  54  Acres  - 
$44,900.  Uinta  Mountain  area.  Outdoor 
lover’s  dream!  Dramatic  mountain  views, 
close  to  cohveniences.  Surrounded  by 
wilderness.  Nearby  lake  and  state  parks. 
Excellent  financing.  Call  UTLR  1  (877)  350- 

5263.  (Cal-SCAN) _ ■ 

Guerneville  -  Charming  vintage  2BR  plus 
loft,  totally  redone.  In  year  around  Sun!  NO 
flood  walk  to  town  and  beaches.  $459,000  - 
Gale/John  (707)  328-3175.  -Tour  at 
www.prurealty.com/galerisch. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  GATED  Lakefront 
Community  1.5  acres  plus,  90  miles  of 
shoreline.  Never  before  offered  with  20% 
pre<)evelopment  discounts,  90%  financing. 
Call  (800)  709-5253.  (Cal-SCAN) 

PALM  BAY/  OCALA  Florida-  Buildable. 
Accessible  Homesites.  New  community, 
great  schools,  20  minutes  to  beach.  No 
Commission  charged.  Utilities  available.  Call 
Ed  at  1  (866)  841-3191  www.sunbreeze- 
land.com  (Cal-SCAN) 

RARE  FIND  -  20AC  -  $149,900.  Southern 
Sierra  near  Tehachapi.  Clean,  crisp  moun¬ 
tain  air  with  calendar  cover  views.  Majestic 
oaks,  streams,  ideal  for  horses,  country  get¬ 
away,  or  to  buy  and  hold.  Financing  available. 
Call  owner,  (888)  821-5253.  (Cal-SCAN) 
SOUTHERN  COLORADO  RANCH  Sale.  35 
acres  -  $49,900.  Enjoy  stunning  sunsets, 
spectacular  mountain  views  all  from  your 
own  private  ranch.  Year  round  access,  ele/ 
telephone  included.  Excellent  Financing  w/ 
low  down  payment.  Call  for  appointment!  Toll 
free  (866)  696-5263.  (Cal-SCAN) 
TIMESHARE  RESALES:  THE  Cheapest  way 
to  buy,  sell  and  rent  Timeshares.  No  com¬ 
missions  or  Broker  fees.  Call  1  (800)  640- 
6886  or  go  to  www.BuyATimeshare.com 
(Cal-SCAN) , 


COMMERCIAL 

RENTALS 


Artist  Space  in  SF 

270  square  foot  studio  available  ($285/your 
share)  shared  with  1  other  artist,  nonliving, 
work  space  only  OR  540  Sq.  ft.,  private 
space.  Professional  Art  Facility  near 
BART/Muni  and  major  hwy  415-469-8912 


RENTAL  HOUSING 


$1150,  Piedmont  Ave.  -  2  br/1  ba,  Semi¬ 
modern  Apartment,  avail  Now.  Deck.  No 
pets  allowed,  Private  Parking  Space,  call 
Carmen  at  (510)  91SH5195.  more  info  at: 

metrorent.com/428702 

- 7 - 

$1450,  Piedmont  Ave.  2  br/1  ba, 
Craftsman  Apartment,  avail  Now.  Yard,  Pets 
Negotiable,  Street  parking  only,  call  Iraj  at 
(925)  260-3766.  more  info  at: 

metrorent.com/427871 
$1900  NOE  VALLEY  -  Charming,  top  floor 
2BR/1BA  flat  in  Victorian  bldg  w/  decorative 
fireplace,  yard,  deck,  great  views.  Enjoy  pop¬ 
ular  area  restaurants  and  coffee  houses, 
excellent  access  to  downtown  and  Bart  via 
the  T  streetcar  and  2  bus  lines,  2  minute 
drive  to  Hwy  280  to  the  South  Bay,  5  minute 
drive  to  Hwy  101  to  the  North  Bay.  Must  see 
to  appreciate.  Details  at 
MetroRent.com/428783,  SF  and  the  East 
Bay's  largest  and  best  service  for  20+ 
years,  with  instant  email  alerts,  the  best 
search  tools,  INTERIOR  PHOTOS.  Free  and 
paid  searches.  Search  now! 
www.MetroRent.com 


$2300,  Castro  -  2  br/1  ba,  Victorian  Rat, 
avail  1/15/06.  Deck,  No  pets  allowed, 
Street  parking  only,  call  Paul  at  (415)  350- 
2238,  more  info  at: 

metrorent.com/428832 
$4000,  Orinda  -  4  br/3  ba,  Ranch  House, 
avail  1/1/06.  Yard/Patio,  Pets  Negotiable. 
Private  garage,  call  hillary  at  (925)  787- 
0645,  more  info  at: 

metrorent.com/428714 _ 

Apartments  &  Rooms 

All  Areas  -  Browse  &  List  Free. 
WWW.SUBLET.COM.  1-877-367-7368. 

Clean  private  rooms 

with  kitchenette,  ceiling  fan,  laundry.  Bus 
access.  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood.  $550 
and  up/month.  Mike  (415)  725-0801. 

Desert  Hot  Springs  Mission  Lakes 
3BR/2BA  Huge  yard,  incredible  panoram¬ 
ic  views,  lots  of  closet  space,  enclosed  front 
courtyard,  great  neighborhood,  2-car  garage 
and  more.  $1395/mo.  12-morrth  lease. 
(818)  414-3362 
Source:  Mark  Sherwin  


RENTAL  SERVICES 


ALL  AREAS  -  ROOMMATES.COM.  Browse 
hundreds  of  online  listings  with  photos  and 
maps.  Find  your  roommate  with  a  click  of  the 
mouse!  Visit:  www.Roommates.com.  (AAN 
CAN) 


SHARED  HOUSING 


$885  RUSSIAN  HILL  Includes  free  cable 
and  housecleaning!  Seeking  quiet  individual 
to  share  2BR/1BA  flat  in  1930s  bldg  w/  tur¬ 
ret  windows,  hardwood  floors,  garden.  Great 
location  at  foot  of  North  Beach.  Mostly  veg¬ 
etarian  preferred.  Details  at 
MetroRent.com/428724,  SF  and  the  East 
Bay’s  largest  and  best  service  for  20+ 
years.  Two-way  roommate  matching,  photos. 
Always  FREE  to  search,  FREE  to  list  a  room! 
Search  or  list  now!  www.MetroRent.com 


STORAGE  SPACE 


LGE  Storage  Space 

Divisadero  at  Geary,  SF.  $200/mo.  (415) 
377-0800. 


BUSINESS  SERVICES 


PAID  IN  ADVANCE!  $1000+/wk  stuffing 
envelopes  from  home.  Earn  $4/envlp. 
Guaranteed!  100%  legit. 
www.envelopesformoney.com 


FINANCIAL  SERVICES 


$$CASH$$  Immediate  Cash  for  Structured 
Settlements,  Annuities,  Law  Suits, 
Inheritances,  Mortgage  Notes,  &  Cash 
Rows.  J.G.  Wentworth  -  #1  l-(800)-794- 
7310.  (AAN  CAN) 

Debt  Escape 
Without  Bankruptcy 

Call  the  experts  today!  (800)  615-0905. 
Lawsuit  pending?  Hurt  in  an  accident?  We 
have  the  money  you  need!  FAF  Group  can 
help!  (866)  205-5500  toll  free 


BICYCLES 


Valencia  Cyclery  -  Voted  Best  Bike  Shop 
by  the  Bay  Guardian  and  SF  Weekly  year  in 
year  out.  Visit  BOTH  showrooms.  1065 
and  1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  and 
22nd  St.).  (415)  550-6600. 


NEED  NEW  COMPUTER  Bad  Credit  -  No 
Problem!  Buy  a  new  computer  Now  and  pay 
for  it  later.  New  Computers  and  Laptops 
from  $20/month.  Call  Now  1  (800)  311- 
1542.  (AAN  CAN) 

STEEL  BUILDINGS.  FACTORY  Deals.  Save 
$$$.  40x60’  to  100x200'.  Example: 

50x100x12’  is  $3.60/sq  ft.  1  (800)  658- 
2885  www.RigidBuilding.com  (Cal-SCAN) 


CLOTHES 


American  Apparel  has  arrived! 

Union  Square  and  Haight  Ashbury  loca¬ 
tions  Now  Open!!!  21/4  Union  St. 
1615  Haight  St.,  Made  in  Downtown  LA. 
Sweatshop  Free,  Brand-Free  Clothes. 


COMPUTERS 


Laptops  and  Computers! 

Saturdays  only  -  9am  to  2pm 
Computer  Recycling  Center 
3249  Santa  Rosa  Ave,,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 


MISC.  MARKETPLACE 


FREE  SATELLITE  TV  SYSTEM!  4  rooms 
including  installation,  DVRs,  HD  receivers. 
Only  $19.99  per  month.  Ext:  P797  Promo: 
P28  1  (800)  998-DISH.  (AAN  CAN) 
LOWEST  PRESCRIPTION  PRICES-  Less  than 
Canada.  A  better  deal  than  Medicare. 
Global  Medicines,  American  Physician 
managed.  1  (866)  634-9729 

www.GlobalMedicines.net  (Cal-SCAN) 


CARS  &  TRUCKS 


2005  Toyota  Prius  -  800  mi  41  other 
hybrids  as  low  as  $11996.  hybridcar- 
store.com  (877)  424-9274 _ 


MISC. 

TRANSPORTATION 


Towing  Services 

In-Town  within  5  miles  -  $30.  Call  (415) 
748-0183. 


/ - \ 


GUARDIAN 

TO  PLACE  AN 
AD  CALL 

(415)  255-7600 


,  much  does 
ing  an  online 
isified  ad  at 
ww.stbg.com 

cost  you?? 


The  New  SFBG  Classifieds  Online 


GUARDIAN 


Neighborhood  business 
is  everybody’s  business! 

The  Bay  Guardian's  'Neighborhood  Business'  section  is 
devoted  to  neighborhood  merchants,  neighborhood 
services  and  neighborhood  issues. 


The  weekly  section  features  profiles,  guides,  business 
news,  announcements,  listings  and  reports  on  the  polit¬ 
ical  decisions  that  are  changing  our  neighborhoods.  The 
section  expands  a  core  mission:  to  serve  as  the  voice  of 
the  city's  diverse  and  dynamic  neighborhoods  —  from 
the  point  of  view  of  an  independent,  locally  owned  and 
operated  newspaper. 


Got  a  tip?  A  new  restaurant  opening?  A  new  store  or  serv¬ 
ice?  A  business  changing  hands?  A  new  owner?  Anew  hire? 
A  street  fair?  A  community  event?  A  special  benefit? 


LET  us  know: 

BIZTIRS@SFBG.COM 
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HOUSE  &  HOMES 


S  1  Marketplace 


To  place  an  ad  call  (415)  255-7600 


MUSICIANS  WANTED  ■  ANNOUNCEMENTS 


ATTENTION  Singers,  Songwriters, 
Groups  Nashville  based  production  com¬ 
pany  with  Major  Label  credits  seeks  talent 
for  development.  Call  (615)  340-9304  to 
submit  material.  _ 

www.BandMix.com  -  Browse  Bands  & 
Musicians.  Free  Profile,  Pics  and  Audio 
Thousands  of  Listings!  Promo  Code: 
SFG8134 


REHEARSAL  SPACE 


Rocker  Rehearsal 

60  New  Studios!  24  Hour  Lockout.  Safe. 
Affordable.  Onsite  security.  Two  SF 
Locations.  (415)  51S-3357 


MUSIC  STUDIO 


Center  of  the  Mile 

Analog  &  Digital  Recording  Studio  “We're 
downstairs  but  it  doesn't  sound  like  it" 

www.centerofthemile.com  Tel:  (415)  573- 
8440  email:  icebros@centerofthemile.com 


MUSIC  SERVICES 


Singing 


ue 


Expand  range,  volume,  breath.  Beautiful 
singing  the  natural  way.  All  styles-levels. 
Free  session.  Bruno  Alving  (415)  468- 
3264. 


MUSIC  EQUIPMENT 
FOR  SALE 


huge  pile  of  old  guitars,  basses,  &  amps  = 
fatdawg.com  (510)8414106 


ADOPTION 


PREGNANT?  THINKING  ADOPTION?  Talk 
with  caring  people  specializing  in  match¬ 
ing  birthmothers  with  loving  families 
nationwide.  Expenses  Paid.  Toll  free 
24/7  One  True  Gift  Adoptions.  1  (866) 
921-0565.  (Cal-SCAN) 


COMMUNITY  EVENTS 


Contra  Costa  Children's  Chorus 
Holiday  Concert  and  Sing-Along. 

December  16th  7pm  &  December  17th 
lpm  at  Walnut  Creek  Presbyterian  Church, 
1801  Lacassie,  Walnut  Creek.  Call  925 
945  7101  for  tickets  and  information. 


Diversity  in  Journalism:  The  Academy  for 
Alternative  Journalism,  established  by 
papers  like  this  one  to  promote  diversity  in 
the  alternative  press,  seeks  talented  jour¬ 
nalists  and  students  (college  seniors  and 
up)  for  a  paid  summer  writing  program  at 
Northwestern  University-fs  Medill  School 
of  Journalism.  The  eight-week  program 
(June  18  -  August  13,  2006)  aims  to 
recruit  talented  candidates  from  diverse 
backgrounds  and  train  them  in  magazine- 
style  feature  writing.  Ten  participants  will 
be  chosen  and  paid  $3,000  plus  housing 
and  travel  allowances.  For  information  and 
a  downloadable  application  visit  the  Web 
site  at  http://www.altjournalism.org.  You 
may  also  email  us  at  altacademy@north- 
western.edu.  Applications  must  be  post¬ 
marked  by  February  10.  2006. 

Northwestern  University  is  an  equal  oppor- 
tunity  educator  and  employer.  (AAN  CAN) 

GUN  SHOW.  Dec.  17-18,  Sat.  9-6  &  Sun.  9- 
5.  Las  Vegas.  NV  Cashman  Center.  (850N. 
Las  Vegas  Blvd.)  Over  1500  Tables!  The 
largest  fun  show  in  Las  Vegas  history!  Info: 
(563)  927-8176  www.rkshows.com  (Cal- 
SCAN) 

STRESSED  OUT?  Buy  and  Read  Dianetics: 
The  Modern  Science  of  Mental  Health. 
Order  Today!  Only  $8.67.  Call  1(800)  801- 
3944  www.dianetics.org  (Cal-SCAN) 
ENTERTAINMENT 

T.V.  Show  (multi-award  winning)  needs  tal¬ 
ent.  Actors,  Singers,  Dancers,  Models, 
Musicians,  Writers.  Editors.  Entertainers  of 
ALL  kinds.  Be  seen  by  millions.  No  Fees. 
(415)  381-4275. 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0289237-00  The  follow¬ 
ing  person  is  doing  business  as  PEOPLE'S 
FUEL  COOPERATIVE.  1352  46th  Avenue, 
San  Francisco.  CA  94122;  San  Francisco 
Biofuels  Cooperative,  California  521  8th 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103.  This 
business  is  conducted  by  an  individual. 
Registrant  commenced  business  under  the 
above-listed  Fictitious  business  name  on 
the  date  9/15/05.  Signed  Eric  M.  Bowen. 
This  statement  was  filed  with  the  County 
Clerk  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco.  CA  by  Margaret  Tseng  on 
October  19.  2005  November  16,  23,  30, 
December  7,  2005.  L#40070S _ 


Still  getting  your  flyers  done  in  OAKLAND? 
CHECK  OUR  COLOR  FLYER  PRICES 

(a«xi  pick  'am  up  in  SF) 


we  beal  evetyones  price  and  provide  a  belter  product 
(thicker  stock,  easier  location,  helpful!  people) 


FULL  COLOR 

1000 

2500 

5000 

4x4  4/4  -4/ 1-4/0 

$53 

$99 

$135 

3*4  4/4  -4/14/0 

$53 

$99 

$135 

6x4  4/4  4/1-4/0 

$117 

$153 

$189 

5.5x4  4/4  4/14/0 

$88 

$124 

$160 

9x4  4/4  4/14/0 

$117 

$153 

$189 

U  *  4  4/4  4/14/0 

$117 

$153 

$189 

8.5  *  4  4/4  4/14/0 

$117 

$153 

S 1 89 

3.5  x  4  4/4  4/14/0 

$99 

$135 

$171 

3.5  x  2  4/4  4/14/0 

$81 

$117 

$153 

tiler* 


uil 


we  also  do  sikkers.  postcards,  posters,  booliets.  ztnes.. 
MUCOID*  KM  WADY  CD  Packajes  1000  starts  at  $1199  and  mxvcom 


CAU IUPWNT  TOW  4IS-4M-I992 
WFBNT  i  8K08DPR!  SSW&COM -SIMPLY  KTTfS 
— 

«  M  4  4  *> 


FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0289348-00  The  follow¬ 
ing  person  is  doing  business  as  THE 
ONION,  INC.,  604  Mission  St.  3rd  floor, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94105.  THE  ONION, 
INC.,  544  E.  Ogden  Ave.  #700-388 
Milwalkee,  Wl  53202.  This  business  is 
conducted  by  a  corporation.  Registrant 
commenced  business  under  the  above-list¬ 
ed  fictitious  business  name  on  the  date 
4/1/05.  Signed  Sean  Mills.  This  state¬ 
ment  was  filed  with  the  County  Clerk  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  CA  by 
Margaret  Tseng  on  October  25,  2005. 
November  23,  30,  December  7,  14, 
200S.  L#400801 

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0289646-00  The  follow¬ 
ing  person  is  doing  business  as  FIVE  STAR 
FINE  PRODUCTS.  2200  Cesar  Chavez  St. 
#11.  San  Francisco,  CA  94124; 
Christophe  S.  Hipp,  276  Precita  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110.  This  business  is 
conducted  by  an  individual.  Registrant 
commenced  business  under  the  above-list¬ 
ed  fictitious  business  name  on  the  date 
10/18/05.  Signed  Christophe  S.  Hipp. 
This  statement  was  filed  with  the  County 
Clerk  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco.  CA  by  Magdalena  Zevallos  on 
November  8,  2005.  November,  23,  30, 
December  7,  14,  2005.  L#400802 
FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0289871-00  The  follow¬ 
ing  person  is  doing  business  as  AIDLIN 
DARLING  DESIGN,  LLP,  500  Third  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107;  Joshua  w. 
Aidlin,  1127  Carolina  Street,  San 
Francisco.  CA  94107,  David  T.  Darling,  5 
Cottage  Row,  San  Francisco,  CA  94115. 
This  business  is  conducted  by  an  limited 
liability  partnership.  Registrant  com¬ 
menced  business  under  the  above-listed 
fictitious  business  name  on  the  date 
11/17/05.  Signed  David  Darling.  This 
statement  was  filed  with  the  County  Clerk 
of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.  CA 
by  Maribel  Jaldon  on.  November  17,  2005. 
November,  23,  30 
,  December  7,  14,  2005.  L#400804 
FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0289750-00  The  follow¬ 
ing  person  is  doing  business  as  IMAGE- 
GLOW,  Pier  38  Embarcadero,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94107;  Robb  Steck,  Inc.,  73 
Jeter  Street.  Redwood  City,  CA  94062. 
This  business  is  conducted  by  a  corpora¬ 
tion.  Registrant  commenced  business 
under  the  above-listed  fictitious  business 
name  on  the  date  11/02/05.  Signed  Robb 
Steck.  This  statement  was  filed  with  the 
County  Clerk  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco,  CA  by  Magdalena  Zevallos  on 
November  14.  2005.  November,  23,  30, 
December  7,  14,  2005.  L#400805 


FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0289879-00  The  follow¬ 
ing  person  is  doing  business  as  TAWONGA. 
CAMP  TAWONGA,  131  Steuart  Street,  San 
Francisco.  CA  94105;  Tawonga  Jewish 
Community  Corp.-California,  131  Steuart 
Street.  San  Francisco,  CA  94105.  This 
business  is  conducted  by  a  non-profit  cor¬ 
poration.  Registrant  commenced  business 
under  the  above-listed  fictitious  business 
name  on  the  date  9/1/95.  Signed 
Tawonga  Jewish  Community  Corp.,  Gregg 
Rubenstein,  Business  Manager.  This  state¬ 
ment  was  filed  with  the  County  Clerk  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  CA  by  M. 
Lucas  Rebston  on  November  18,  2005. 
November,  23,  30,  December  7,  14, 
2005.  L#400806 

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0289914-00  The  follow¬ 
ing  person  is  doing  business  as 
ENDOCRINOLOGY  ASSOCIATES  OF  SAN 
FRANCISCO,  350  Parnassus  Avenue.  Suite 
707,  San  Francisco,  CA  94117;  Nathan 
Becker  M.D..  Inc. ,  350  Parnassus  Avenue, 
Suite  707,  San  Francisco.  CA  94117.  This 
business  is  conducted  by  a  corporation. 
Registrant  commenced  business  under  the 
above-listed  fictitious  business  name  on 
the  date  11/11/95.  Signed  Nathan  Becker 
M.D.  This  statement  was  filed  with  the 
County  Clerk  of  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco.  CA  by  Margaret  Tseng  on 
November  21,  2005  November,  23,  30, 
December  7,  14,  2005.  L#400807 
FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0290022-00  The  follow¬ 
ing  person  is  doing  business  as  JPS 
Marketing,  1851  Fulton  Street  #4  San 
Francisco.  CA  94117;  John  Paul  Skovgaard 
.  1851  Fulton  Street  #4  San  Francisco.  CA 
94117.  This  business  is  conducted  by  an 
individual.  Registrant  commenced  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  above-listed  fictitious  busi¬ 
ness  name  on  the  date  11/28/05.  Signed 
John  Skovgaard.  This  statement  was  filed 
with  the  County  Clerk  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco,  CA  by  Jennifer 
Lynn  Venegas  on  November  28,  2005. 
November,  30,  December  7,  14,  21, 
2005.  L#400904 

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  RLE  NO.  A-0289964-00  The  follow¬ 
ing  person  is  doing  business  as  BULLYING 
BOSSES,  914  Wisconson  Street,  #3,  San 
Francisco.  CA  94107;  Robert  Mueller  , 
914  Wisconson  Street.  #3.  San  Francisco. 
CA  94107.  This  business  is  conducted  by 
an  individual.  Registrant  commenced  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  above-listed  fictitious  busi¬ 
ness  name  on  the  date  11/22/05.  Signed 
Robert  Mueller.  This  statement  was  filed 
with  the  County  Clerk  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco,  CA  by  M.  Lucas 
Rebston  on  November  22,  2005. 

November,  30,  December  7,  14,  21, 
2005.  L#400903 


Sf  Bay  Guardi a^s 
Free  Music  Contest 


Q.  fN  AN  EARNEST  ATTEMPT  TO  RECORO  A  CD 
BASED  ON  EVERT  STATE  IN  TNE  UNION,  HOW 
MANV  MORE  CDS  DOES  SUEJAN  STEVENS  HAVE 
TO  RECORD? 

Entry  Deadline  6pm  Tuesday,  January  3rd. 
Winner  will  be  notified  January  4th. _ 


,  enter  to  win  a  $25.00  gift  certificate  to  a  local  record  store 


The  rules  - 1  winner  per  month.  Subject  Line  must  read:  MUSIC  CONTEST.  HI  I A  PHI  AN 
Emailed  entries  only.  Random  drawing  held  the  first  week  of  every  month. 


FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0290073-00  The  follow¬ 
ing  person  is  doing  business  as  TRUFFA 
CATERING,  5235  Diamond  Heights  Blvd. 
#124,  San  Francisco,  CA  94131;  Jean 
Truffa,  5235  Diamond  Heights  Blvd.  #124, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131.  This  business  is 
conducted  by  an  individual.  Registrant 
commenced  business  under  the  above-list¬ 
ed  fictitious  business  name  on  the  date 
N/A.  Signed  Jean  Truffa.  This  statement 
was  filed  with  the  County  Clerk  of  the  City 
and  County  of  San  Francisco,  CA  by 
Jennifer  Venegas  on  November  30,  2005. 
December  7,  14,  21,  28  2005. 

L#401001/B> _ 

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0290078-00  The  follow¬ 
ing  person  is  doing  business  as  APEX 
ELECTRIC,  2135  16th  Ave.,  San 
Francisco.  CA  94116;  John  Paul  Cannon. 
2135  16th  Ave.,  San  Francisco.  CA 
94116.  This  business  is  conducted  by  an  ' 
individual.  Registrant  commenced  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  above-listed  fictitious  busi¬ 
ness  name  on  the  date  11/14/05.  Signed 
John  Paul  Cannon.  This  statement  was 
filed  with  the  County  Clerk  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco.  CA  by  M.  Lucas 
Rebston  on  November  30.  2005. 

December  7,  14,  21,  28  2005. 

L#401003/B>  _ 

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  FILE  NO.  A-0290100-00  The  follow¬ 
ing  person  is  doing  business  as  PASSION 
BLUSH,  1094  Revere  Ave.  Apt.  53,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94124;  Bedrock  Inc. 
(Delaware),  1094  Revere  Ave.  Apt.  53,  San 
Francisco.  CA  94124.  This  business  js 
conducted  by  a  corporation.  Registrant 
commenced  business  under  the  above-list¬ 
ed  fictitious  business  name  on  the  date 
4/20/05.  Signed  Petra  Zebroff.  This  state¬ 
ment  was  filed  with  the  County  Clerk  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.  CA  by 
Maribel  Jaldon  on  November  30,  2005. 
December  14,  21,  28  2005,  January  4, 

2006.  L#401102/B> _ 

FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  STATE¬ 
MENT  RLE  NO.  A-0289988-00  The  follow¬ 
ing  person  is  doing  business  as  MIRANDA 
CAROLIGNE,  485  14th  Street  San 
Francisco,  CA  94103;  Miranda  C.  Burns. 
485  14th  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94103. 
This  business  is  conducted  by  an  individ¬ 
ual.  Registrant  commenced  business 
under  the  above-listed  fictitious  business 
name  on  the  date  11/23/05.  Signed 
Miranda  C.  Burns.  This  statement  was  filed 
with  the  County  Clerk  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco,  CA  by  Maribel 
Jaldon  on  November  23.  2005.  December 
14,  21,  28  2005,  January  4,  2006. 

L#401104/B> _ 

NOTICE  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  CHANGE 
IN  OWNERSHIP  OF  ALCOHOLIC  BEVER¬ 
AGE  LICENSE  To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 
The  name  of  the  applicant  is:  GREEN 
DREAM  INC.  The  applicant  listed  above 
are  applying  to  The  Department  of 
Alcoholic  Beverage  Control  to  sell  alcoholic 
beverages  at:  3603  26TH  Street.  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110.  Type  of  license 
Applied  for:  41  -  ON  -SALE  GENERAL  BEER 
AND  WINE-EATING  PLACE.  Dated:  October 
6.  2005  December  14,  2005. 

Uf401101  _ 

ORDER  TO  SHOW  CAUSE  FOR  CHANGE 
OF  NAME  Endorsed  FILED  San  Francisco 
County  Superior  Court.  November  23, 
2005  by  Gordon  Park-Li,  Clerk.  CASE  NUM¬ 
BER:  CNC  -  05-542554  SUPERIOR  COURT 
OF  CALIFORNIA.  COUNTY  OF  SAN  FRAN¬ 
CISCO  SUPERIOR  COURT,  400  McAlister 
Street,  room  103,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94102.  PETITIONS  OF  ELIZABETH 
FRANCES  DOERR,  ARTHUR  TIMOTHY 
WELLS  for  Change  of  name.  TO  ALL  INTER¬ 
ESTED  PERSONS:  ELIZABETH  FRANCES 
DOERR,  ARTHUR  TIMOTHY  WELLS  filed  a 
petition  with  this  court  for  a  decree  chang¬ 
ing  names  as  follows:  present  names 
MILAGROS  CERENA  WELLS  DOERR  to  pro¬ 
posed  names  MILAGROS  SERENA  CONIS- 
LLA  LOZA.  THE  COURT  ORDERS  that  all 
persons  interested  in  said  matter  shall 
appear  before  this  court  at  the  hearing 
indicated  below  to  show  cause,  if  any  why 
the  petition  for  change  of  name-should  not 
be  granted.  NOTICE  OF  HEARING  Date: 
1/31/06  Time:  9:00  AM  room-  218.  Dated 
November  23,  2005  by  Robert  L.  Dondero, 
Presiding  Judge.  November  30, 
December  7, 14,  21  2005.  L#400902 


ORDER  TO  SHOW  CAUSE  FOR  CHANGE 
OF  NAME  Endorsed  FILED  San  Francisco 
County  Superior  Court,  December  6,  2005 
by  Gordon  Park-Li.  Clerk.  CASE  NUMBER: 
CNC  -  05-542580  SUPERIOR  COURT  OF 
CALIFORNIA.  COUNTY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 
SUPERIOR  COURT,  400  McAlister  Street, 
room  103,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102,  PETI¬ 
TIONS  OF  SENELA  KAPIC  for  Change  of 
name.  TO  ALL  INTERESTED  PERSONS: 
SENELA  KAPIC  filed  a  petition  with  this 
court  for  a  decree  changing  names  as  fol¬ 
lows:  present  names  SENELA  KAPIC  to  pro¬ 
posed  names  NOELLE  KAPIC.  THE  COURT 
ORDERS  that  all  persons  interested  in  said 
matter  shall  appear  before  this  court  at 
the  hearing  indicated  below  to  show  cause, 
if  any  why  the  petition  for  change  of  name 
should  not  be  granted.  NOTICE  OF  HEAR¬ 
ING  Date:  2/9/06  Time:  9:00  AM  room- 
218.  Dated  December  6,  2005  by  Robert 
L.  Dondero.  Presiding  Judge.  ,  December 
14,  21,  28  2005,  January  4,  2006. 
L#401103 _ 

Publish  your  ABC  notice  in  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian 
Newspaper 

ABC  notices  are  $25  per  week.  Please  con¬ 
tact  the  Legal  Notices  Account  Executive, 
Lauren  O'Connor  (415)  487-2502  or  e-mail 
laureno@sfbg.com.  The  San  'Francisco  Bay 
Guardian  Newspaper  is  a  newspaper  of 
general  circulation  printed  and  published  in 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  and 
has  been  adjudged  a  newspaper  of  gener¬ 
al  circulation  by  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
County  of  San  Francisco.  State  of 
California. _ 

STATEMENT  OF  ABANDONMENT  OF  USE 
OF  FICTITIOUS  BUSINESS  NAME  The  fol¬ 
lowing  person  have  abandoned  the  use  of 
the  fictitious  business  name  known  as: 
APEX  ELECTRIC  Located  at:  2135  16th 
Ave..  San  Francisco,  CA.  The  fictitious  busi¬ 
ness  name  referred  to  above  was  filed  in 
the  County  of  San  Francisco  under  File# 
273379-00  on:  02/02/04.  NAME  AND 
ADDRESS  OF  REGISTRANTS  (as  shown  on 
previous  statement):  JOHN  CANNON.  2135 
16th  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94116; 
SCOTT  ROSENBERG.  336  Tanager  Way, 
Livermore,  CA  94118.  This  business  was 
conducted  by  General  Partnership.  Signed 
JOHN  PAUL  CANNON,  Owner.  Dated: 
November  30,  2005,  by  M.  Lucas 
Rebston,  Deputy  County  Clerk.  December 
7,  14,  21,  282005.  L#401002 
SUMMONS  (CITACION  JUDICIAL)  NOTICE 
TO  DEFENDANT:  (Aviso  al  demandado) 
MARTA  ELENA  ROBERTS,  CHRYSTAL 
COCKERHAM  and  DOES  One  Through 
Twenty,  inclusive,  YOU  ARE  BEING  SUED 
BY  PLAINTIFF:  (Lo  Esta  Demandando  El 
Demandante): .  OREGON  MUTUAL  INSUR¬ 
ANCE  COMPANY  CASE  NUMBER  RS-  05  - 
2457  You  have  30  CALENDAR  DAYS  after 
this  summons  and  legal  papers  are  served 
on  you  to  file  a  written  response  at  this 
court  and  have  a  copy  served  on  the  plain¬ 
tiff.  A  letter  or  phone  call  will  not  protect 
you.  Your  written  response  must  be  in  prop¬ 
er  legal  form  if  you  want  the  court  to  hear 
your  case.  There  may  be  a  court  form  that 
you  can  use  for  your  response.  You  can 
find  these  court  forms  and  more  informa¬ 
tion  at  the  California  Courts  Online  Self- 
Help  Center  (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/self- 
help).  your  county  law  library,  or  the  court¬ 
house  nearest  you.  If  you  cannot  pay  the 
filing  fee,  ask  the  court  clerk  for  a  fee  waiv¬ 
er  form.  If  you  do  not  file  your  response  on 
time,  you  may  lose  the  case  by  default, 
and  your  wages,  money  and  property  may 
be  taken  without  further  warning  from  the 
court.  There  are  other  legal  requirements. 
You  may  want  to  call  an  attorney  right 
away.  If  you  do  not  know  an  attorney,  you 
may  call  an  attorney  referral  service.  If  you 
cannot  afford  an  attorney,  you  may  be  eli¬ 
gible  for  free  legal  services  from  a  non¬ 
profit  legal  services  program.  You  can 
locate  these  nonprofit  groups  at  the 
California  Legal  Services  Web  site 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org),  the  California 
Courts  Online  Self-Help  Center  (www.court- 
info.ca.gov/selfhelp),  or  by  contacting  your 
local  court  or  county  bar  association.  The 
name  and  address  of  the  court  is;  (El  nom- 
bre  y  direccion  de  la  corte  es):  CONTRA 
COSTA  SUPERIOR  COURT.  100  37TH  St.. 
Richmond,  CA  94805.  The  name,  address, 
and  telephone  number  of  plaintiff's  attor¬ 
ney,  or  plaintiff  without  an  attorney  is:  (El 
nombre,  la  direccion  y  el  numero  de  tele- 
fono  del  abogado  del  demandante  que  no 
tiene  abogado.  es)  Michael  Audley.  Esq 
#131700,  AUDLEY  &  AUDLEY  80  El 
Camino  Real,  Berkeley.  CA  94705.  (510) 
548-4740.  DATE:  (Fecha)  October  20. 
2005,  By  D.  Prichard  Publishing  dates: 
November  30,  December  7,  14,  21, 
2005.  L#400901 
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Body  &  Soul 


double  team  psychic  dreamby  michelle  tea  and  Jessica  ianyadoo 


Aries  (March  21 -April  19) 

Aries,  we're  not  going  to  tell  you  notlo 
turn  the  heat  up  this  week.  We’re  not 
going  to  advise  you  against  pumping  up 
the  volume,  or  say  that  we’re  in  any  way 
anti-  you  flexing  your  power.  It’s  just  that 
the  more  moderation  you  can  integrate 
into  your  vision,  the  longer  your  re¬ 
sources  will  last. 


Taurus  (April  20-May  20) 

Oh  Taurus,  we're  stuck  here  on  the  ol’  bull 
in  the  china  shop  metaphor.  Specifically, 


we're  thinking  about  how  big  and  bum¬ 
bling  and  graceless  the  ox  is,  and  how  thin 
and  delicate  and  easily  rattled  —  not  to 
mention  wicked  pricey — the  china  is.  This 
week  you  are  both  the  china  and  the  beast. 

Gemini  (May  21 -June  21) 

Sorry  to  spoil  your  fun,  Gemini,  but 
you’re  going  to  have  to  make  some  pret¬ 
ty  deep  decisions.  There’s  no  way  around 
it.  Please  calm  and  collect  your  spazzy 
self  and  make  your  decisions  from  a 
place  of  optimistic  faith,  rather  than 
freaking-out  scarcity  or  gloomy  confu¬ 
sion.  Bonus  riddle:  Sometimes  not  mak¬ 
ing  a  decision  is  a  decision. 

Cancer  (June  22-July  22) 

In  order  to  eventually  be  happy,  dear 
Cancer,  you  may  have  to  make  a  far- 
reaching,  long-term,  big-picture  decision 
that  requires  you  to  slug  and  slosh 
through  some  temporary,  short-term,  im¬ 
mediate  sadness,  anger,  or  just  plain 
shitty  feelings.  Sorry!  These  issues  will 
play  out  around  your  friends  and  family. 

Leo  (July  23-Aug.  22) 

Leo,  you’re  actually  going  to  have  a  good 


week!  Everyone  is  happy  about  that.  You 
cats  really  deserve  it,  what  with  all  the 
crap  you’ve  been  dealing  with  recently. 
But  please  don’t  take  the  good  vibe  and 
cannonball  off  the  front  porch  with  it; 
rather,  use  this  bright  time  to  create 
some  boundaries. 

Virgo  (Aug.  23-Sept.  22) 

Virgo,  we  hope  this  advice  will  be  monu¬ 
mentally  helpful  to  you  this  week:  When 
caught  in  a  sticky  situation,  you  some¬ 
times  have  to  get  closer  to  one  hazard  in 
order  to  get  away  from  another.  Take  a 
good  long  look  at  the  hard  places  you 
may  be  stuck  between,  figure  out  which 
of  the  two  evils  is  less  threatening,  and 
execute  your  escape. 

Libra  (Sept.  23-Oct.  22) 

We  see  that  you’re  reaching  out,  Libra, 
but  are  you  reaching  out  with  fistfuls  of 
fear?  With  armfuls  of  base  desire?  Or  are 
you  opening  to  the  people  with  buckets 
of  love  streaming  from  your  fingers? 

Loss  and  relationships  will  be  triggers 
this  week;  as  you  struggle  through  the 
pain,  make  sure  your  motives  are  pure 
—  they’re  the  only  thing  you  can  control. 


Scorpio  (Oct.  23-Nov.  21) 

Scorpio,  you’ve  got  to  suss  out  your  situ¬ 
ation,  and  we  want  you  to  do  so  with  a 
dear  head  and  creative  intentions. 
There’s  so  much  worry  and  fear  in  your 
Scorpionic  realm  this  week,  we’re  scared 
you  might  respond  by  indulging  in 
whacked-out  emotions  and  getting  all 
jumpy  and  impulsive.  Take  a  deep  breath 
or  something. 

Sagittarius  (Nov.  22-Dec.  21) 

Sag,  there’s  no  stopping  the  waves  of 
change  crashing  down  on  your  beach¬ 
front  property  this  week.  And  these 
changes  actually  have  the  power  to 
make  you  superhappy,  but  you  need  to 
be  participating  in  them,  and  from  a 
crafty  vantage  point.  Be  strategic! 

Choose  experiences  that  are  creative 
and  enable  you  to  expand  your  empire. 

Capricorn  (Dec.  22-Jan.  19) 

We  know  you  hate  when  we  tell  you  not 
to  go  with  your  brain,  Cap,  but  this  is  one 
of  those  weeks  when  your  brain  isn’t 
much  help.  Yup,  that  glob  of  know-it-all 
simply  doesn’t  have  it  together  right 
now;  it’s  lacking  the  information  you 


need  to  make  intelligent  decisions.  Make 
like  a  Pisces  and  go  with  your  gut. 

Aquarius  (Jan.  20-Feb.  18) 

If  you  want  to  multiply  your  wealth  and  ac¬ 
complishments,  Aquarius,  you  have  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  wealth  and  accomplishments 
you’ve  already  got.  It’s  a  great  week  to  make 
some  serious  cash,  but  the  universe  will  only 
beef  up  your  bank  account  if  she’s  sure 
you’re  enjoying  what  you’ve  already  earned. 

Pisces  (Feb.  19-March  20) 

Pisces,  you  need  a  little  you  time  this 
week.  Tell  anyone  clamoring  for  a  piece 
of  you  to  back  off,  and  devote  some 
much-needed  energy  to  yourself.  There’s 
a  lot  going  on  in  your  world,  and  a  lot  of 
room  to  initiate  things  and  take  exciting 
chances,  but  you  look  fatigued  and  dehy¬ 
drated.  Take  care  of  yourself  first.  ❖ 

Award-winning  writer  Michelle  Tea  and 
intuitive  counselor  Jessica  Lanyadoo 
have  been  fraternizing  with  fate  together 
for  the  past  seven  years.  Call  Lanyadoo 
for  an  astrology  or  tarot  reading  at  (4 15) 
336-8354.  Write  to  Double  Team  at 
lovedoubleteam@hotmail.com. 


BEAUTY/ SKINCARE 


Lipo  from  $92/mo!  $99  down! 

Guaranteed  financing!  Breast  implants 
from  $115/mo!  Tummy-tucks,  etc.  Call 
now  for  free  consultation!  (800)  489- 
1979  XMED202 

Financing  rates  &  monthly  payment  terms 
may  vary  based  on  credit  worthiness. 


CERTIFIED  MASSAGE 
THERAPY 


Chinese  Natural  Healing 

For  enlarged  prostate,  diabetes,  high  blood 
pressure,  etc.  Throw  away  your  drugs!  Be 
healthy.  (805)  895-4198, 

Exqueeze  Me! 

Have  you  ever  felt  my  hands  on  your  body? 
They  bring  you  the  ultimate  friendship 
between  your  body  &  your  mind. 

www.integratedbodywork.com 

Lisa  CMT,  CHT,  MA,  (415)  759-0569 


HYPNOSIS 

CHANGE  FROM 
THE  INSIDE  OUT 

•  BREAK  COMPULSIONS  • 

» DISSOLVE  BLOCKS * 

•  TRANSFORM  LIMITING  8EIIEFS  ■ 

•  REGAIN  EMOTIONAL  CONTROL  • 

•  LIVE  THE  LIFE  YOU  DESIRE. 


COMPASSIONATE  &  CARING 

Nina  Glaser,  C.H.T. 

Certified  Master  Hypnotherapist 


(415)516-2133 

home.earthlink.net/-nglaser9 


Holiday  Massage  Special 

Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  Sports,  Aroma 
Therapy.  Healing,  calming,  revitalizing.  $55 
or  $110/  couple  (415)  404-1772. _ 

MASTER  TOUCH 

It’s  never  too  late  to  get  rid  of  your  built-up 
stress  from  your  busy  life!  Treat  yourself  to 
a  professional  massage  by  a  CMT/  ACE 
Personal  Trainer  &  Physical  therapist  with 
14  years  exp.  Strong,  Confident, 
Supporting,  Nurturing  and  Healing  Touch! 
In/Out  SF  Call  E.  (415)  673-3662  or 
WWW.SF.THATMALLCOM/MASTER. 

Relaxing  &  Rejuvenating 
Oriental  Massage 

Asian  Shiatsu  &  Swedish  massage  by 
soothing,  nurturing  CMT.  Call  Julia  Outcall, 
esp.  Hotels.  SF  415.309.7511  or  Berkeley 
510.387-.6639. 

WWW.CMTMASSAGE.COM 

S.F  Bay  Area  Therapeutic  Massage,  Tantric 
Resources,  Articles  &  Guide.  CMTs, 
Practitioners,  Spas,  morel 


COUNSELING/ 

THERAPY 


Relationship 

Counseling 

Therapy  focused  on  intimate  relationship 
issues:  current  battles/  impasses;  history 
of  long-standing  relationship  problems: 
trouble  forming  or  staying  in  relationships; 
unresolved  childhood  issues  that  continue 
to  haunt  you.  Individual/  couples/  LGBT. 
Carol  Gould,  MR  (415)  826-5435. 


DATING  SERVICES 


Even  the  IT  guy  has  a 
date  to  the  office  party 

Do  you  feel  like  you're  the  only  one  who's 
single?  You're  not!  We  have  thousands  of 
clients  who  are  just  waiting  to  meet  a  qual¬ 
ity  single  like  you.  We  will  find  out  who  you 
are  looking  to  meet,  then  set  you  up  on  a 
date  for  lunch  or  drinks  after  work.  We  take 
care  of  all  the  details,  all  you  have  to  do  is 
show  up.  Call  today.  Date  tomorrow.  San 
Francisco  (415)  989-9500. 
www.itsjustluncti.com 


EDUCATION 


A  MASSAGE  THERAPY  Career!  UEI.  El 
Monte,  Huntington  Park,  Los  Angeles, 
Ontario,  San  Bernardino,  Van  Nuys.  Not  all 
programs  available  at  all  campuses. * 1 
(877)  354-2031;  www.uei4you.com  (Cal- 
SCAN) 


FAMILY  SERVICES/ 
FERTILITY 


Get  Pregnant  Now 
Without  Harmful  Drugs 

Custom  made  Chinese  herbal  formulas. 
Specializing  in  men  and  women  in  their  late 
30's  early  40's.  (415)  456-7379. 

www.fertilityformulas.com 


INTEGRAL 
COUNSELING  CENTER 

CENTER  FOR 

SOMATIC 

Quality  Services  at 
Affordable  Fees 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

•  Counseling  for  individuals, 
couples,  families  &  groups 

•  Evening,  daytime  & 

Explore  a  body-mind, 
integrated  approach 
to  therapy. 

weekends 

•  Low  fee/sliding  scale 

•  Insurance  accepted 

•  Affiliated  with  CHS 

Affordable  psychotherapy  for 
life's  issues,  in  San  Francisco's 
Inner  Richmond  (at  3rd  &  Clement) 

A  Service  of 

5.776.3 1 09 
"415.648.2644 

California  Institute  of  Integral  Studies 
415.221.9227 

www.ciis.edu/counseling/csp 

HOLISTIC  BODYWORK 


Fireside  Massage 

Unique,  unhurried  Swedish  massage  for 
men.  12  years  experience.  Pacific  Heights. 
Johnny  (415)  505-3060. _ 

I  feel  ancient,  as  though  I  had 
Lived  many  lives. 

And  may  never  now  know 
If  I  am  a  fool 
Or  have  done  what  my 
karma  demands. 

-  Gary  Snyder 


MEDICAL 


PREGNANT?  Thinking  ADOPTION?  Talk  with 
caring  people  specializing  in  matching  birth- 
mothers  with  loving  families  nationwide. 
EXPENSES  PAID.  Toll  free  24/7  One  True 
Gift  Adoptions  1  (866)  921-0565.  (AAN 
CAN)  

VIAGRA  100MG  $3.75-Cialis  20mg  $4.75. 
Lowest  price  refills.  Why  pay  more?  FREE 
SHIPPING!  Quality  Guaranteed.  Buyers 
Group  1  (866)  57^8545  (AAN  CAN) 


PSYCHICS/ 

PALM/TAROT 


Male  Witch.  Psychic  readings  and  counsel¬ 
ing.  Casting  and  removal  of  spells.  Contact 
with  spirits.  Call  24/7.  Tom  (800)  419- 
3346.  Credit/Debit  Cards.  Get  back  the 
one  you  love.  (AAN  CAN) 

Psychic  Consultations  by 
Christina 

San  Francisco's  foremost  psychic  for  the 
Gay/  Lesbian  community.  $15  Special.  127 
Stevenson  St.  Open  Daily.  (415)  371-0077. 


Beauty 

Health 

Fitness 

Spirituality 

Medical 

Travel 

Living 

Dental 

Body 

Support 

Sexuality 

Holistic 

Nutrition 


Live  life  to  its  fullest. 


A  Healthy  Living  Section  in  Classifieds 
for  fitness,  beauty,  medical,  spirituality,  and  enlightenment. 


Call  Classifieds  at  (415)  255-7600  to  advertise! 

GUARDIAN 
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MARKETPLACE 


O  Ijl  0  Body  &  Soul 


To  place  an  ad  call  (415)  255-7600 


Ink  Well 


by  Ben  Tausig 


"Re-Integration"  12/14/05 
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Across 

1.  Ruler  exiled  in  1979 
5.  Tai  Shan,  e.g. 

10.  Bite  site 

14.  Life  saver 

15.  Virus  carrier,  at  times 

16.  Comet  competitor 

17.  Touched  down 

18.  Mall  scandal? 

20.  Car  without  brakes,  say 

22.  Greek  harps 

23.  Follow 

24.  Vaccines 

26.  "Overruled!"  and  "Order  in  the 
court!"? 

33.  AOL  exchanges 

36.  Plug  ending 

37.  Dealer's  workplace 

38.  Soluble  container 

41.  It  may  have  shortcuts 

42.  " _ Man" 

43.  Arbuckle  or  Bon  Jovi 

44.  They  work  at  crunch-time 

45.  Star  without  illusions? 

49.  Stretch  for  criminals  or 
politicians 

50.  Group  of  eight 
54.  Rap 

58.  Topic  in  Seymour  Hersh's 
"Chain  of  Command" 

61.  Avian  flu  precaution? 

63.  Hit  "back" 

64.  Crow 

65.  Betty  in  "Nurse  Betty" 

66.  Comportment 


67.  Beverage  brand  with  a  lizard 
logo 

68.  Elizabeth  of  beauty  products 

69.  In  the  altogether 

Down 

1.  Tree  offering 

2.  "The  face  that  launched  a 
thousand  ships" 

3.  La  Scala  solos 

4.  Poolside  amenity 

5.  Lively 

6.  The  States'  abbr. 

7.  Boris'  partner  in  crime 

8.  It  must  be  changed 

9.  G  on  TV 

10.  Shrewd 

11.  Open  some 

12.  It  can't  be  changed 

13.  Jessica  and  Nick 
19.  Fleece  beasts 
21.  Tee  follower 
25.  Just  out 

27.  Guaranteed 

28.  The  Browns,  on  the  scoreboard 

29.  Set,  as  a  price 

30.  "Shawshank  Redemption" 
poster-girl  Hayworth 

31.  Turner  on  a  TV 

32.  Towels  (up) 

33.  Team  physician,  at  times 

34.  Stable  locks 

35.  Strays'  org. 

39.  Part  of  RSVP 

40.  Bush,  purportedly 


41.  Gooden,  familiarly 
43.  Noodling  outfit 

46.  FedEx  follow-up 

47.  "I  like  it!" 

48.  Subject  of  a  Terry  Zwigoff 
documentary 

51.  Patty's  SLA  alias 

52.  Down  from  a  duck 

53.  Hearty  cut 

54.  Declines 

55.  SFMoMA  holding 

56.  Kvetcher 

57.  Advantage 

59.  1997  Peter  Fonda  role 

60.  Secluded  valley 

62.  Unratified  amendment 


Last  week's  solution 


RELIGION/ 

SPIRITUALITY 


Chai  Baby! 

We  want  to  welcome  your  new  baby.  Ask 
Me  About  Chai  Baby!  Jewish  Community 
Information  &  Referral  (415)  777-4545  or 
chaibeLby@sQcf.org  or  www.chaibaby.org 
Being  unwanted,  unloved,  uncared  for,  for¬ 
gotten  by  everybody,  I  think  that  is  a  much 
greater  hunger,  a  much  greater  poverty 
than  the  person  who  has  nothing  to  eat. 
-Mother  Theresa 


SEX  THERAPY 


Are  You  Struggling 
*  With  Sex  * 

Porn,  prostitutes,  Cyber-sex,  Masturba¬ 
tion,  Anonymous  sex.  or?  Join  1001s  of 
other  isuccess  stories!  who  have  converted 
their  compulsive  sex  into  positive  sexuality, 
success  in  business,  and  relationships. 
GEORGE  COLLINS,  M.A.  lOyrs.  exp.  (925) 
932-0201. 

www.CompulsionSolutions.com 


SUPPORT  GROUPS/ 
RECOVERY 


Speed  or  Meth  Problem? 

Receive  individual  Counseling.  Join  a 
research  study  on  quitting.  Call  (415)  600- 
4550. 


- 


sfbg.com 


\ _ 7 


★  California’s  ★ 
Number  One  Psychic 

Offers  Palm,  Psychic, 

&  Tarot  Card  Readings. 

•  Are  you  concerned  about  your  past? 

•  Worried  about  your  present? 

•  Concerned  about  your  future? 

Contact  California's  Number  One 
Psychic  for  answers. 

Call  for  an  appointment 

415-440-6292 
,  or  41 5-756-0650  , 

jT  Satisfaction  Guaranteed!  X 


Claudia 

SIX  ON  SEX. 


MA,  PhD,  Clinical  Sexologist 


INC. 


Respectful,  Confidential  Coin  seeing 


www.sixonscx.coni 

(415)453-6218 


SEVEN  SEAS  MASSAGE 

The  African  Alternative  For: 

*  Prostate 
Healing 

*  Maintaining 
Erection 

*  Groin  Injury 
Sexological 
Bodywork 

*  Deep  Tissue 

Call  Krista  Sampson  at 

(415)  424-9656 

sampsonkrista(a)yahoo.com 


Get  it  Daily!! 


The  Guardian  Classifieds 
are  now  updated  daily 
Be  the  first  to  find  out  about 


★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 


PARTIES  FOR  SINGLED 

Friday,  December  23, 

7:30-10pmat  California  Modern  Art  Gallery, 
1035  Market  St.  ,  San  Francisco 


Adults  of  all  ages  welcome.  $30/door  includes  all  the 
wines  you  can  taste,  from  boutique  wineries;  appetizers; 
and  free  parking.  Co-sponsored  by  Guardian 
Personals.  Society  of  Single  Professionals,  and 
WineSocials.com.  For  more  info  and  discount, 
visit: 


Tli  e  Party  Hotline .  com 
or  call  415/507-9962 


GUARDIAN 


BAY 

GUARDIAN 


PET  OF  THE  WEEK 


Gator 


Gator  It  a  handrome  u,mo  brown  tabbi)  follow  -  lovinp  and  rweet,  too.  Mo  can  be  want  at  firit, 
bot  ai  he  fell  to  know  you,  be  warmi  op  quickly  and  will  roll  around  happily  for  more  prttinp.  If 
be  ir  rhowinp  ripm  that  her  bad  enough  pet*,  tuch  at  a  head  tom  or  bury  body  movement!,  you 
tan  pive  him  a  break  with  rome  interactive  play,  which  be  lovei!  Come  to  The  Sf/IP(fl  to  adopt 
Gator  MI056M18. 

IDhen  ijoo  adopt  ADULT  (ATS  from  The  fan  franciito  IPCO,  you'll  pet  all  the  awetome  poodier 
that  tome  with  petr  from  The  San  franciito  (PCD:  a  free  Hrtt  medical  exam  from  a  local 
veterinarian,  temporary  identification  tapr,  and  a  medical  aniitance  plan,  dll  thir  and  an 
abrolutely  faboloor  cat  Lor  $80  pack  (includinp  tax). 


The  Sin  Trahciho  SPCA,  2500 16th  Street,  San  Francisco,  (A  9M0S 

415-554-JOOO  www.sfspM.orq 


SPCA 


BODY  &  SOUL 
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To  place  an  ad  call  (415)  255-7600 


Adult  18+ 


ADULT  PHONE 
DATING 


Come  Where  Singles  Play 

Try  FREE!  Use  code  3797 
Call  415-430-1000 

or  800-210-1010;  visit  www.Livelinks.com 

HOT  LOCAL  WOMEN! 

415-829-1111 
707-583-1111 
SEXY  CHAT!  18+ . 


ADULT  PHONE  (SEX) 


STRICTLY  SEX 

Hook-up  now!  Ad  #4130 
Call  (415)  247-2000 
or  (510)  277-0161.  18+ . 

Tango  Between  the 
Sheets 

Try  FREE!  Use  code  5950 
Call  415-430-0404 
TangoPersonals.com 


©415-430-0404 


TRY  IT  FREE!' code:  5622 


OTHER  cotes:  1-800-300-0-300  ! 


1-*00-$(&2S2S  $f  9Ste;n  13+  TaivgoByPhortecoffi 


Get  with  the  Vibe 


Local  Women  Now! 
San  Francisco 

415.430.3000 

Find  Your 
Number: 
1.800.691.1000 

FREE  TRIAL 

Code  6625 


1.900.505.8877  SUS/rai  18+  lUIBEUilEj 
mvw.yiWiHe.com  VlX 


HARDCORE  LIVE  1-ON-1 


Intimate  connections 


&  1-900-505-BABE 

JTlinp  2  2  2  3 

^  Available  in  all  California  Area  Codes. 

Ladies  call  free  1-800-265-LIVE 

54  8  3 


n 

min: 
18+ 


mimm  'Homsr  dateline 

SEND  S  RECEIVE  MESSAGES  -  CONNECT  LIVE!!! 

MEET  'NOT'  LOCAL  SINGLE  GIRLS  WHO  WANT  TO  TALK  NOW! 
REAL  PEOPLE  -  REAL  MESSAGES  -  REAL  CONNECTIONS 
NO  ACTORS  -  EVER!!! 

1-900-844-7828 

CHATLINE  &  1>AT Is I. INK 

SEND  S  RECEIVE  'INSTANT  MESSAGES  -  24  HOURS 
CONNECT  'LIVE'  WITH  OTHERS  WITH  SIMILAR  INTERESTS 
RIGHT  NOW!!!  REAL  PEOPLE  -  NO  ACTORS!!! 

1-900-505-2020 


CHATLINE' 


415.430.1000 

|  510.859.1010  *408.257.1515 

Find  Singles  In  Your  City:  1.800.210.1010 

■ 

Try  For  FREE  Code  81 31 


Or  call  1.900.505.6789  99C/min.  18+ 


www.LIVELINKS.com 


Expect  the  unexpected  In  Backseat  Connections 


To  place  your  FREE  ad,  call 

1-800-203-3290 

www.sfbgconnections.com 


We  did  it 

four  times  in 
a  row...  and 
that  was 
just  before 
breakfast! 
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ADULT  18+ 


View  ads  online  at  sfbg.com 


Adult  18+ 


f  > 


v. _ J 


The  firsf  day  wjy  Escorf  ad  u»as 
«uf  in  fhe  Bay  Guardian,  l  u>as 
geff  ing  calls  every  s  minufes.^ 

•new  Guardian  AdVerfiser 


ms  souls seam 


confacf  Laoren  f»  advertise  y»ur  Escerf  services 
(vis)  w-zsoz  «r  laoreno^sfbj.cot*! 


762-REAL 

^325 


900-505-REAL 

$1-49  pm 


7  3  2  5 


900-505-1  onl 

$2  °°  pm 


REAL 

HORNY 

GIRLS! 


REAL  LOCAL  GIRLS 
WANNA  GET  NAUGHTY 
WITH  YOU  I 


1 -888-355-SEX  Y 

1-473-444-2351 

INTLD18+ 


TRY  IT 


Santa  Rosa  707-583-1111 
San  Jose  408-514-0099 
Oakland  510-343-1111 
Concord  925-695-0606 
Santa  Cruz  831-515-0303 
Stockton  209-670-1111 
Alto  650-832-0202 
CITIES  1-888-257-5757 


80  minutes  for  $20  for  first-time  lavalife  users*  most  local  women i 

so  433.0800 
408  777.2800 
2o9341.2600 
83i427.9000 
209  547.2299 

_  _  750  0000  t0  listen  t0  ProR*es  afl<:1 5enc* &  rece*ve  messages 

with  hundreds  of  local  singles.  Always  FR£Et  to  call. 

6so 389.2800 

FOR  OTHER  LOCAL  #'S  CALL  TOLL  FREE  ^  A 

707  522.2400  1.877.LAVAUFE  Qu 

415  288.2800  Or  try  our  900  number 

1.900.443.4343  at  $20/20  min.  lavalife’ 

ENTER  CODE  225  Wh.„  il.gl,.  dick.- 

lavalife.com 

Try  LAVALIFE  MOBILE  -  Text  "GO”  to  25425.  Setup  in  5  steps.  504  per  message. 

18+  tCarrier  charges  may  apply.  ‘Special  promotion  only  through  customer  service. 

Uncensored.  Erotic.  Private.  # 

ENJOY  HOURS  OF  CHAT  WITH  SEXY  LOCALS 

CAll  415.288.2999  NOW  JMm 

408  777.2999 .510.817,8800  -  650  389.2017  WjM®  S| 

"night  exchange 

rui  people  •  Explicit  chat  Or  try  our  900  number:  1  -900-263-4600  at  $20/45  min. 

LOCAL 


CODE:  7712 

www.lnteractiveMale.com 
1 .900.505.2323  (SI  .99/min.)  18+ 


CHATLINE  &  DATELINE 

SEND  S  RECEIVE  ' INSTANT '  MESSAGES  -  24  HOURS 
CONNECT  II VE  FOR  CHAT  OR  FULFILLMENT 
EVERY  FETISH  IMAGINABLE  IS  AVAILABLE 

1-900-505-4323 


DATELINE  &  V-CHAT 

SEND  S  RECEIVE  ' INSTANT ’  MESSAGES  -  24  HOURS 
CONNECT  'LIVE'  WITH  OTHERS  WITH  SIMILAR  INTERESTS 
RIGHT  NOW!!!  REAL  PEOPLE  -  NO  ACTORS!!! 

1-900-505-2020 


ADULT  18+ 
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i^For  New  Advertiser  Specials  call  415.487.4607  or  GayAdult@SFBG.COM 


The  First  Ever  and  Most  Widely  Read  Alternative 
Weekly  Gay  Adult  Classifieds  in  the  Nation 

Reaching  Out  and  Touching  41  %  on  A  oni  A  u 

of  the  Bay  Area  Market  Every  Week!  uUAnUIAll 


GAY  SENSUAL 
MASSAGE 


Dark  Hair,  Hairy  Guy 

Erotic  relaxing  full  body  massage  done  in 
the  nude  by  a  handsome,  ha'ify  chested  29 
year  old.  Outcalls  only,  late  night  OK.  (510) 
912-8812. 

Nude  Massage 

Downtown  SF  by  in-shape  mature  man. 
24hrs  Adam  415-398-2441. 


SACRED  TOUCH 

www.handsontouch.org  -  More  than  just  an 
Erotic  Massage.  Seniors  get  discount.  In 
•Calls  SF  Only.  Derek,  CMT  415-255-1164. 

Share  an  interlude  with  Daniel 
(415)  351-9774 


MAN  TO  MAN 


Asian  Massage  -  Hot  25yo 

By  cute  smooth  boy.  5'8",  160lbs..  mus¬ 
cular.  Certified  nude  full-body  massage. 
Union  Square.  (415)  424-7600. 

Asian  Touch 

Soothing  and  Nurturing  Touch.  Short 
Notice  OK,  Day/  Eve.  Frank,  CMT  (415) 
753-0840  

Bi  -  Black 
&  Masculine 

First  Timers  Welcome.  Very  discreet, 
friendly,  clean  and  welF 
endowedl  In/Out  calls. 

Cedric,  (510)  778-5945 

ESCORTS  & 

MASSAGE  THERAPISTS 
ADVERTISE  HERE!!! 

Reach  Out  and  Touch  Someone!!!  The  Bay 
Guardian  offers  you  39%  San  Francisco 
market  penetration,  so  don't  keep  your  self 
confined  to  those  neighborhood  rags, 
reach  out!  We  distribute  heavily  in  down¬ 
town  SF  (valuable  for  reaching  those  hotel 
business  clients)  as  well  as  throughout  the 
entire  Bay  Area.  Where  is  your  next  client 
picking- up  the  paper?  See  Section  For 
Specials.  To  Advertise  call  (415)  487- 
4607  or  gayadult@sfbg.com. 

Fireside  Massage 

Unique,  unhurried  Swedish  massage  for 
men.  12  years  experience.  Pacific  Heights. 
Johnny  (415)  505-3060. _ 

MUSCLE  MASSAGE  5'10,  190,  hairy, 
muscular  give  complete  erotic  massage. 
Incall/Outcall  24/7,  Nick  (415)  934-9325 
Cell  (415)  310-6624. 

NUDE  EROTIC  BODY  RUB  WITH  A  HUNG 
LATINO  MAN.  TOYS  AND  MORE.  CALL  JOSE 
(415)  225-4963 

PUERTORICAN  MASSEUR 

What  you  want  in  a  masseur:  Certified, 
Masculine,  Built,  and  no  attitude!  33yo. 
5*11",  44C,  33W,  16A,  180lbs.  (415)  647- 
4423. 

Sensuous  Experience 

A  full  body  Swedish  massage  to  celebrate 
touch,  healing  and  sensuality.  In/  Outcall. 
Jack  (415)  447-2700. 

www.ifrtouchmagic.com 


GAY  ADULT  PHONE 


HOT  LOCAL  BI  GUYS 

Call  415-402-1010. 


■  Bv 

$96/WEEK  this  size  ad 


We  circulate  50,000  papers  each 
week  to  downtown  SF  alone! 

co«  41 5.487.4607 

or  gayadult@sfbg.com 


Get  Ltickvj! 


Our  Humbert  odd  up... 

Call  415.255.7600  to  place  a  Gav|  Adult  ad  todavj! 


DEADLINE  FOD 
ALL  ADDLT 
ADVERTISING 


3:00  PM  MONDAY 
GUARDIAN 


NORTHERN  CAL’S 

GAY  &  HI-CURIOUS 

1)  A  T  E  L  I  N  E 

ZOO'S  OF  HOT' MEN  WANT  TO  MEET  YOU!!! 
SEND  &  RECEIVE  INSTANT' MESSAGES  -  24  HOURS 
REAL  MEN  WITH  SIMILAR  INTERESTS  -  NO  ACTORS! 

1-900-844-2221 


SWINGER’S 

DATELINE  &VciIAT 

i-ooo- 505 -2020 
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GAY  ADULT 


♦  4  t  14 

r-M.-W-  m.l 


View  ads  online  at  sfbg.com 


Sensual  Massage 


HELP  WANTED 


#1  INSTANT  $2,000  CASH  & 
MORE! 

Girl  next  door  type  18-34  Open  minded, 
sexy,  horny,  hot,  fun,  &  happy!  Fair 
skinned.  I  am  very  real.  Perfect  Ivy  League 
gentleman  seeking  HOTTIE  female  to  make 
very  private  videos  of  us  for  my  own  private 
collection.  Never  copied  or  Shared! 
Immediate  opening.  Call  Austin  after  11am 
(415)  378-1861 _ 

S200-S800  per  day. 

Women!  Nude  photo,  videos.  All  races, 
sizes,  especially  young,  mature  &  large 
women.  Ages  18-60.  (415)  267-6185. 

Attention  Escorts 

Call  Cityvibe.com  at  877-833-8423  and 
weill  give  you  a  free  membership  to  our 
online  service  that  upscale  outcall  clierv 
tele  use  while  staying  in  San  Francisco. 

EXOTIC  DANCERS 

EARN  CASH  NOW  ill  1-800825-3180. 

Masseuse  -  Attractive 

Good  $$$.  Work  in  private  home  in  nice 
neighborhood.  Near  Berkeley,  near  Bart. 
Little  or  no  working  experience  OK.  Call 
anytime  (510)  524-3689 _ 

$$  Phone  Actresses 
Wanted  $$ 

Make  extra  money  working  from  home. 
Work  any  time  for  a  24-hour  service.  No 

Experience  Necessary  18+  415-765- 
4321  ext.  3961. 

www.uslove.com.  

Shiny  Boots  of 

Leather;  Mistresses/  Female  subs  needed 
on  the  Peninsula.  Good  money,  NO  SEX, 
will  train  - 

(650)  46&-0700. _ 


HUNG  MEN 
WANTED 

FOR  ADULT  VIDEO  WORK 

Be  in  shape  and  well-endowed. 
Good  pay. 

No  experience  necessary. 

Call  (415)  553-8848 

or  pics  and  detailed  stats  to 

casting@modelsf.com 


SENSUAL  MASSAGE 


#1  Erotic  Massage 

Incredible  erotic  massage  offered  by  petite 
hottie!  36B,  28,  36.  5’4'  120  lbs.  30  yrs. 
old.  Blue  eyes.  In/out  call  Joanna  (415) 
845-8104 

Carmen  Relaxation 

Chinese  Beauty.  4016  Geary  Blvd.  Suite  A, 
2nd  FI.  Between  4th  &  5th  Ave.  Can  make 
outcall  appointment  lOam-llpm  (415) 
317-4682 


Dark  &  Lovely 

Sexy  Black  Cutie.  Unrushed  sensual  mas¬ 
sage  with  complimentary  champagne, 
cognac  &  cigars.  Video  entertainment.  SF 
Downtown  location.  415-771-8899  or  415- 
410-6965.  Come,  live-it  up  &  have  fun  with 
a  New  Yorker! 

Gorgeous  &  slender  Islandic 
beauty  - 

Offers  massage.  Anastasia  (415)  345- 
1223 

Indulge  Yourself 

With  an  exotic,  sensual,  deeply  relaxing 
massage.  No  Full  Service.  Nob  Hill  — 
Barbara  CMT  (415)  776-5433  pics: 
www.lovings.com/barbara.  Donation  of 
$10  or  more  to  reputable  hurricane 
relief  organization  provides  extra  half 
hour  of  service. 

Light  Fingertip 

Professional  European  massage,  expert 
light  fingertip,  erotic.  Outcall  to  home, 
hotel.  Bay  Area.  Chelle  (415)  806-0382 

Love  your  Eroticism 

Sensual  bodywork  is  a  potent  tool  for  heal¬ 
ing,  self-awareness  and  simple  enjoyment. 
Treat  yourself!  Clinical  Sexologist/415- 
613-2964  www.sacredcarmen.com 

NEW  CLIENT  DISCOUNT! 

Tantric,  Holistic  Masseuse. 

‘  Cotati  -  BJ.L.  (707)  793-2108. 

Sensual  Sense 

You  deserve  to  feel  good. 

Exquisite  touch  &  care. 

Sensuality,  Educator,  &  CMT. 

June  -  (510)451-3773. 

Sweet,  Sultry  Natasha! 

Tall,  fit,  athletic,  busty  blonde  for 
unrushed,  mind  soothing,  earth  shaking, 
always  satisfying  massage!  (415)  332- 
2352 

*  Swimsuit  Model  * 

Blonde  model  gives  outstanding  sensual 
massage  in  San  Rafael  studio.  Ask  for 
Lana  Incall  only  41 5-479-7618. _ 

The  Best  Relaxation! 

New  Toning  -  1454  West  San  Carlos  St., 
San  Jose,  CA  95126.  Call  408-288-6910. 


GRAND  PACIFIC 
MASSAGE 

NEW  MANAGEMENT 


Swedish  Deep  Tissue 
Attractive  Masseuses 

EXPERIENCE 
TRUE  RELAXATION 

Steam  Room, 

Body  Shampoo,  &  Shower 
7  DAYS  A  mao.  10  AM-10  PM 


(707) 644-6777 

841  Georgia  St.  Vallejo 


(415)  479-7588 


Otean  Acupressure 

Best  Massage 
Chinese  Young  Masseuses 

GRAND 
OPENING 

$40/hr.  massage 
with  this  ad! 

open  lOom-lOpm  Daily 


415-239-8928 


1959  Ocean  Ave.  -  SF 


Asian  Health  Care 


5^- 


Downtown 
Financial  District 
260  Kearny  St.  @ 
Bush,  2nd  Floor 
(415)  576-1888 


75  Aura  Vista 
Pacifica,  CA 
(650)  359-2222 


a&'S’ape' 


PRIVATE  WHIRLPOOL  BATHS. 
STEAM  BATHS. 


7/Un 
&  Women 


451  O’FbrreU  St„  SF  94102 
Open  10  a.m.  -  4  a.m. 

7  days/week 

(415)  928-9786 
(415)  885-6950 


Blue  Sky 
Health  Center 


SentuJ^M^  WW 

Sweet  &  Cute  Jhwm  Q-  L 

Open  daily 
9:30AM- i  0:30PM 

(415)459-1688 
2144  4TH  Street 
San  Rafael,  CA 


Orchid  Spa 


Under  New  Management! 
Massage  with  Jaccuzi 

2232  4th  Street,  San  Rafael 

(415)  458-1664 


Thailand  Spa  G  Passage 
fittractiue  masseuses.  Hot  Tubs. 
I0am-3am.  Come  for  the  best  in  relation. 
931  Kearny -415-399-9902 
Hll  credit  cards  accepted 


Feel  so  good  more 
Spray  On  Tan 
Oriental  Massage 
Spa 

Relaxation 
1929  Ocean  Avenue,  SF 
@  Keystone  Way,  near  City  College 

(415)  239-2080 


(650) 

579-7868 

10am  -  9pm 

1205  Capuchino  Ave. 
Burlingame 

(Off  101,  Broadway  Exit) 


r 


TO  PUCE  AN  AD  CALL 

(415)  255-7600 


Kyoto 

Shiatsu 

Massage 

San  Rafael  •  9am  11pm 

415-454-6637 


SUSAN’S 

MASSAGE 

Hat  Zai 

Visa,  M/C,  ATM 
719  Larkin  Street  @  Ellis 

(415)  885-2642 

10am-2am 


Double  Dragon 

M  A  S  S  A  fi  E 


Friendly  & 
Courteous  Staff 


FINANCIAL  DISTRICT 

415-781-7777 

145  Waverly  Place 

(BETWEEN  CLAY  &  WASHINGTON) 


New  Empire  Oriental  Massage 


Lots  of 
qounq,  hot, 
Oriental 
qirls  to  -  \ 
choose  from I 


(415)441-4133 

428  O'FARRELL  STREET,  SF 


Geneva 

Oriental  Spa 

Open  7  Days 

10am  to  11pm 

(415)  337-5089 

974  Geneva  Ave 
+  Mission  St 


Golden 

Gate 


•Clean  W 
Private  \ 
Rooms 
•Body  Wash 
•Relaxation  1 
•Jacuzzi  J 
•Private  m 
Bath  I 


Lombard 

z 

"iC*®'  N 

yioi 

Fountain 

Under  New  Management 

$50  - 1/2  HOUR  MASSAGE 

by  beautiful 
Asian  Masseuse 

Includes 

FREE  DRY  SAUNA 

Also  Available 

BODY  SHAMPOO 

OPEN  DAILY  10AM-11PM 
817-B  4TH  ST..  SAN  RAFAEL 

★  NOW  HIRING  * 

(415)  456-1780 


[ 


pAJNA  Sa* 

^  Oriental  4 


MASSAGE 


•  Private  Bath 

•  Jacuzzi,  Sauna 
Professional 
Mas.*euses 

•  Body  Wash  with 
beautiful  girl 


T VIP  massage”! 
$10  off  with  ad 


(415)563-6846 

AVif  Service:  Inca// /Outcall 

OPEN  9AM  -  3AM 


ADULT  HELP  WANTED  /  SENSUAL  MASSAGE 
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BSD  Special  Features  /  Escorts 


www.  Hhollywould.  com 


(415)337-7007 


*82 

(415)  240-8821 


Honev 

I  love  to  party! 

Greek  &  GFE 


32C-24-36 


Limited  time 
BDSM  fetishes 
&  more! 


GUARDIAN 

TO  PLACE  AN  AD  CALL 

(415)  255-7600 


FREE  ADVERTISING 

LA  's  MOST  RESPECTED  ft 
POPULAR  DIRECTORY  OF 

Massage  8  Escort 
Professionals 

is  now  in  the  Bay  Area! 

PIN’D  OUT  WHAT  LA  HAS  BEEN 
RAVING  ABOUT  FOR  YEARS! 

(415)  240-4636 
E-MAIL  SF@THATMALL.COM 

SETH  ATM  ALL 


(415)  289-0901 


rrwrv  .if'tvoterfrox/.cc  m 


PROFESSIONAL  MASSAGE 


Saw  Mateo/SF 
Owtcall  24  Hours 


650-271-4428 

415-905-8842 


Greek  is  my  specialty! 

(415)  934-0111 


LOVINGS.COM 


The  Ultimate  Fro©  SF  Adult  Guide 

The  Most  and  the  Best 
Escorts,  Massage,  Parlors  ♦+♦♦♦ 


w 


Cover  Girl: 
www,  lovings.com  /  Linda 

Linda  415.596.2468 

Hot  6.  Sweet  Asian  Peninsula  Incalt 


1-800-4-81-2588 
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SPECIAL  FEATURES  /  ESCORTS 


View  ads  online  at  sfbg.com 


Adult  18+ 


www.TheEroticReview.com  escort  reviews  site  reviews  discussion  boards  live  chat  service  guides  video  chat 


ESCORTS 


Anxious  Latina  Girls 

ALL  NEW  LATINA  GIRLS  FOR  YOU  Extremely 
cute.  24  hrs.  Outcalls  Only  Entire  Bay  Area 
*82  (415)  2400834 

Brazilian  Goddess 

Brazillian  5'  4"  130  pounds..  Honey  brown 
eyes  and  nice  tan  skin.  Cum  and  get  a 
taste  of  the  exotic.  Honey  (510)  575-5166. 

HOT  NEW  GIRLS! 

Call  usll-800-481-2588 

Lovings.com 

The  Ultimate  FREE  Guide  to  SF  Bay 
Escorts.  Massage,  CMT  and  more! 
415.386.7697  to  advertise. 

Naughty  Delights! 

Hot,  sexy,  &  naughty  -  Upscale  Escorts 
24/71  (510)  712-638-7 

Oriental  Beauty 

Mature  and  classy.  While  enjoying  mas¬ 
sage  get  your  shoulder  pain,  neck  pain, 
larger  prostate  fixed.  I  prefer  educated 
gentlemen  around  50  yrs.  old.  (408)  99& 
1588. 


Pure  Pleasure 

Want  something  sweet?  Let  Honey  be  your 
treat.  Slide  inside  Honey’s  thighs  for  a 
nice,  warm  ride.  (510)  395-1555 

Soft  And  Wet 

Exotic  African  American  girl,  always  sweet, 
treat  yourself  to  a  nice  tasty  treat.  36C-28- 
32.  Always  open  minded!  Toni  (510)  372- 
3318 

Young  and  Slender 

Beautiful  20  yr.  old  girl.  Very  fit  and  slender 
with  a.  perfect  behind!  in/out  calls  24/7. 
(510)  228-2829 


FETISH  AND  FANTASY 


Domination  And  Surrender 

Are  powerfully  erotic.  BackDrop  Club.  For 
over  35  years.  Instruction,  events,  private 
play  sessions,  more.  (650)  965-4499 
www.  backd  rop ,  net 

FANTASY  MAKERS 
(510)  234-7887 

B&D.  Modeling,  Wrestling,  TV,  Role-play.  All 
Fetishes.  Real  People.  Discreet  private 
home.  No  Sex. 

www.fantasymakers.com 


CITYVIBEI 

The  Nation’s  Leading  Adult  Entertainment  Directory 
-Far  the  Upscale  Gentleman. 

Escorts  Massage 

Incall  /  Outcall 

Tantra 

Big  and  Beautiful 

Alternative  /  Fetish 

BDSM 

Daily  Updates 

100%  Free  Access 

Browse  Hundreds  of  Advertisers! 

■ 

To  advertis<a| 

wwwSi^i^com 

1999-2004  Best  of  the  Bay 

Find  listings  for  Escorts,  Massage, 
BDSM,  Men,  Transsexuals  &  more. 
Free  to  use.  Daily  updates. 


Call  800-776-7786  to  advertise! 


check  out  eros-z, in£.com 
Best  Local  Erotic  Webzine,  2003-2004 

Galleries.  Events,  Clubs,  Fetish, 

Trivia,  News  &  more. 


eros-guide.conl 


Massage  by  Sexy  TS  Girl 

44FF-26-34.  Into  all  cultures.  Ultra 
Fuctional.  Open  minded  8'.  Pria  (415)  584- 
8521 


'(Qj-otic  ■ 

5”7  36D-29-36 

8”  functional 

Oakland,  Eastside  of  Lake  Merritt 
Rosa 

*82  (510)  251-1742 


rn  Minded 
functional 


*82  (Hi)  617-3810 


NEW  IN  TOWN 
9"  VERY 
.  FUNCTIONAL 
I40DDD-26-40 


Now  or  Never 

Beginners  are  welcome! 

Starving  men,  I  am 
100%  Functional! 


NEW  IN 
TOWN 


im 


Laura 


iffww.ianrawitockxmra 

sexpartyts@aol.coni 


TS  Swedish 

Blonde  Beauty \ 

Blue  Eyes  - 
a  rare  find! 
Very  Feminine, 
Sexy.  Classy, 
36C-26-36,  5'9" 
8"  functional 
Discreet, 
Parking. 
No  Rush 
Upscale  SF  Area 

Call  BABE 
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ESCORTS / TS 


GUARDIAN 

The  Nation's  #1  Independent  Alternative 


Sperm  Bank  Needs  Donors 

All  Ethnic  Groups.  $60-80 
Compensation.  Apply  online. 
www.pacrepro.com  (415)281-0741 


Is  Your  Partner  Addicted  To  Sex? 

Compassionate  counseling  will  help  you  to  restore 
your  sanity  and  self-esteem. 

Dr.  L.  Samsarah  Becknell  (510)  595-5534. 


UCSF  RESEARCH  STUDY 

EFFECT  OF  EXERCISE  ON  INSULIN  RESISTANCE  AND 
MUSCLE  FUNCTION.  Participants  must  be  20-50  yrs 
old.  of  normal  body  weight  and  not  exercising  regu¬ 
larly.  Reimbursement  for  time  and  effort.  Please 
call  (415)  353-7940 


POLICE 
IMPOUNDS  for 
SALE! 

HONDAS  FROM  $500!  For  Listings,  call  (800)  749- 
4260  x  2788 

Medical  Marijuana 
Physician  Evaluations 

Hanya  Barth  MD  (415)-  255-1200 

Need  a  Job? 

BARTENDERS 

Make  $150-$400  Daily 

Bartenders  are  in  extremely  high  demand  with  the 
holidays  approaching.  Get  your  certificate  in  2 
weeks!  Guaranteed  job  placement  assistance  js 
included.  Low  tuition  /  E-Z  payment  plan  /  Free  Job 
Placement  Assistance 
SF  SCHOOL  OF  BARTENDING 
760  Market  St.  Suite  833,  SF,  CA  94102 
415-362-1116  www.sfbartending.com 


HEALTHY 

WOMEN 

needed!!! 


Women  18-30 
without  herpes 

wanted  to  participate  in  a 
research  study  of  an  investigational 
vaccine  to  prevent  herpes. 
(Study  cannot  cause  herpes) 

Sate  and  Confidential 

Call  sow  for  a  free  screening; 

415-353-0212 

herpesvacdne.nih.gov 


GET  PAID  UP  TO  $320 


CHRISTMASRAPPING.COM 

Interactive  and  non-commercial 
Christmasrapping.com  examines 
questions  about  Christmas  in  the 
public  arena.  Created  by  a  gay 
agnostic  for  anyone  who  enjoys 
Christmas. 

STORAGE  S40/M0NTH! 

2nd  Month  FREE!  5  x  7.5  x  7  (415)  826-5607 
KennedyStorage.com 

GOT  WARTS??  GOT  HEMORRHOIDS?? 

Donft  live  with  genital/anal  warts  or  hemorrhoids. 
Specialized  medical  doctor  -  Call  510-645-5700. 

Be  Your  Own  Lawyer! 

Pay  just  for  services  needed.  Business,  wills,  con¬ 
tracts,  immigration.  Susan  Petro,  Atty  (415)  586- 
3066 


The  Twelve  Days 
of  Hanukkah 
Advent  Calendar 
Promotion 


Visit  any  of  our  stores. 

Get  a  different  deal  everyday, 
for  that  day  only.  Good  through 
December  17th  (online  too). 


To  shop  online  and  to  find  store 
locations,  visit  our  web  site: 

www.americanapparel.net 


A  mOpiAOn  A  nnorol ®  Made  in  Downtown  LA 

■  Ivl  IwCll  I  **p|jcai  Vrl  Vertically  Integrated  Manufacturing 


HAVE  YOU  PURCHASED  AN 
Oreck  Air  Purifier? 

You  may  be  entitled  to  a  return  of  monies  you  paid 
for  this  product. 

Call  the  law  offices  of 
Westrup  Klick  LLP  for  a 

free  consultation. 

No  fee  or  payment  of  advanced  costs. 

Call  Toll  Free:  1-888-268-6884 


Herbal  Gastric 
Bypass! 

Herbal  blend  taken  before  meals  can  reduce  food 
intake  by  70%  Lose  weight  WITHOUT  DIETING... 

I  LOST  75  POUNDS! 

www.staytrim4life.com 


Swing  by  today  and  pick  up  a 

FREE  AMOEBA 
2006  CALENDAR! 

Available  now  at  both  Amoeba  locations. 


Need  some  suggestions? 


lAMOEBMOtllDAYflMGUIDESl 


are  now  chock  full  of 


MUSIC  0  MOVIE  SUGGESTIONS! 


AMOEBA 

GIFT  CERTIFICATES 
&  T-SHIRTS 

make  great  stocking 
stuffers  -  Available 
IN-STORE  OR  ON-LINE! 


How  much  does  posting  an 
online  classified  ad  at 
www.sfbg.com  cost  you? 


nothing 

nada 

diddly  STUMPED? 


The  New  SFBG 


Classifieds  Online 
GUARDiAN  SFB0C0" 


Speed  or  Meth  Problem? 

Receive  individual  Counseling 
Join  a  research  study  on  quitting. 

Call  (415)  600-4550. 

BANKRUPTCY  CH.  7  &  13 

STOP:  Foreclosures  -  Debt 

Collection  -  Tax  Levies 

Attorney  Patrick  McNamara 

35  Years  Experience  /  Low  Fees 

(415)  239-4085  (510)  893-7383 

debt  relief  agency:  helping  you  file  for  Bankruptcy 

Code  relief 


24  Hour  Printing 

Business  Cards,  Flyers,  Brochures,  Posters... 
Check  us  out  at  www.MediaFreQ.com 

HOOKED  ON  PAIN  PILLS/OPIATES??? 

Experienced  cert  ASAM  physician.  Supervised 
Detox.  Private  Office  Setting.  Call  510-645-5700. 

GOT  EGGS? 

Our  fertility  center  needs  egg  donors  to  help  cou¬ 
ples  start  their  families.  You  must  be  21-29,  non¬ 
smoking,'  healthy,  and  responsible.  $6,500  + 
expenses.  Call  WWFC  at  1-800-314-9996  or  visit: 

www.WomanToWomanFertilityCenter.com 
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***  Holiday  Parties*** 

Perfect  6,000  sq.  ft.  large  space  available  for  your 
Art  shows,  Rim  shooting.  Corporate  parties,  and 
live  music  events.  Includes  Full  sound  system,  bar 
&  much  morel  1624  California  @  Van  Ness.  Call 
Joe:  (415)  474-6968. 


EGG  DONORS  $6,500+ 

Create  a  family!  Age  21-30,  call  (415)  455-4626 
www.jackiegortonnurseattorney.com 


GAY  MEN  WANTED 

Seeking  Healthy  Gay  Men  ages  16-26  for  Human 
Papillomavirus  Vaccine  (HPV)  Investigational  Study 
at  UCSF.  HPV  is  the  most  common  sexually  trans¬ 
mitted  infection  in  the  US.  HPV  infection  can  lead  to 
genital  warts  and  anogenital  cancer.  Condoms  donft 
protect  against  HPV  and  there  is  no  cure.  Study 
Volunteers  will  be  compensated  for  their  time  and 
travel  expenses.  HPVvaccineTrials.com 
To  Volunteer  call-415-353-7527 


Immigration  Attorney 

Free  consultation.  Rich  Kolomejec  (415)  433-7205. 


Talk  To  a  Model 

Only  $10-17  for  15  Minutes 

24hrs  -  Preview  at 

415-765-4321 

Debit/Credit  Cards 
877-USLover  www.uslove.com 


BAD  CREDIT  REPORT? 

Denied  credit  or  a  home  loan?  Improve  your 
credit  Score  Now! 

Don’t  Delay!  (800)  250-3252. 

Non  Hormonal 
Birth  Control  Study 

*  Research  opportunity  in  a  new. 
study  of  a  vaginal  gel 

*  Up  to  $575  in  cash  and  gift  cer¬ 
tificates 

*  Must  be  in  a  committed  rela¬ 
tionship 

For  more  information:  800-300-5767 
www.testmethods.ors 

Free  birth  control  information  and 
condoms  also  available. 


/mm 


19th  6  mission  beautybar.com 

Closest  Club  to  the  Peninsula 

MEDICINAL 
*  MARIJUANA  * 

Top  Varieties.  Wide  selection  of  products.  Clean, 
friendly  atmosphere.  Wheelchair  accessible. 
Alternative  Relief  Co-op 
1944  Ocean  Ave.  (415)  239-4766 
Open  7  days  a  week  -  Noon-7pm 

Is  Sex  Taking  Over  Your  Life? 

Professional  Counseling  for  sexually  compulsive 
men.  George  Collins,  M.A.  (925)  932-0201. 


www.CompulsionSolutions.com 


